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BARON  DE  TOTT. 


PART  THE  THIRD, 


1HAD  feen,  during  my  journey,  but  2^ 
fmall  part  of  the  Cruelties  and  Difori- 
ders  of  the  Turkilh  Army,  on  its  leaving 
Conftantinople;  but  on  my  arrival  in  that 
City,  I found  every  one  ftill  agitated  with  a 
horrible  Spectacle,  juft  exhibited,  of  which 
I coujd  eafily  coiled:  the  particulars. 

An  antient  Cuftom,  the  origin  and  ufeof 
which  is  no  longer  known,  has  mixed  the 
moft  infipid  buffoonry  with  the  ad:  of  af^ 
fembling  together  the  Forces  of  this  vaft 
Empire,  This  ridiculous  Ceremony  is  cal- 
led by  the  Turks  Alay  ; that  is  to  fay.  The, 
Triumph.  It  confifts  in  a kind  of  Mai^ 
VoL,  II,  Part  III.  B ^uerade, 
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querade,  in  which  each  Trade,  fuccefîively, 
prefents  to  the  Spectators  the  mechanical 
exercife  of  its  refpeCtive  Art.  The  La- 
bourer draws  his  Plough,  the  Weaver  han- 
dles his  Shuttle,  the  Joiner  his  Plane,  and 
thefe  different  Characters,  feated  in  Cars, 
richly  ornamented,  commence  the'Procef- 
fion,  and  precede  the  Standard  of  Mahomet 
(a ),  when  it  is  brought  out  of  the  Seraglio 

to 

(a)  This  Standard  is  of  green  filk,  and  preferved 
in  the  Treafury,  whence  it  is  never  brought  out  but 
to  be  carried  to  the  Army.  It  was  indeed  intended 
to  difplay  it  againft  the  Rebels,  w’ho  dethroned  Sul- 
tan Achmet.  The  Vifirof  that  Prince,  who  was  the 
firft  Vidtim  to  the  rage  of  the  Malcontents,  had  giv- 
en this  counfel  to  his  Mailer,  and  the  Infurgents, 
who  had  no  objcdl  in  view  but  Plunder,  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  difperfed  by  the  numbers  which  the 
holy  Banner  would  have  united  againft  them.  They 
likewife  preferve  in  the  Treafury  another  Relidl  of 
Mahomet.  This  is  every  year  dipped  into  a quantity 
of  water,  which  is  afterwards  diftributed,  in  phials, 
to  the  Grandees  of  the  Empire.  The  Infidels,  for 
there  are  fuch  even  among  the  True-Believers,  pre- 
tend this  Relief  is  only  an  old  pair  of  the  Prophet’s 
Breeches  ; but  it  is  certain  this  Holy  Water  is  dear 
enough  to  thofe  who  are  favoured  with  it  j and  thofe 
who  difpenfc  it,  know  how  to  employ  the  things  of 

this 
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to  be  carried  to  the  Army,  in  order  to  infurç 
Vid:ory  to  the  Ottoman  Troops. 

This  Banner  of  the  Turks,  which  they 
name  Sandjak-Cherif,  or  the  Standard  of 
the  Prophet,  is  fo  revered  among  them,  that, 
notwithftanding  its  Reputation  has  been  fo 
often  tarnifhed,  itftill  retains  their  implicit 
Confidence,  and  is  the  facred  Signal  unto 
which  they  rally.  Every  thing  proclaims 
its  Sandtity.  None  but  the  Emirs  are  al- 
lowed to  touch  it,  they  are  its  Guards,  and 
it  is  carried  by  their  Chief.  The  Muflul- 
men  alone  are  permitted  to  look  upon  it  ; ' 
if  touched  by  other  hands  it  would  be  de- 
filed, if  feen  by  other  eyes  profaned  5 in 
fhort,  it  is  encompaffed  by  the  moft  bar- 
barous Fanaticifm. 

A long  Peace  had  unfortunately  caufed 
the  ridiculoufnefs,  and  efpecially  the  dan- 
ger, of  this  Ceremony  to  be  forgotten,  The 
Chriftians,  imprudently,  crouded  to  fee  it, 
and  the  Turks,  who,  by  the  fituation  of 
their  houfes,  could  make  money  of  their 
windows,  began  to  profit  by  the  advantage  j 

this  World,  and  the  Salvation  of  the  World  tp  ccme, 
to  purpofes  of  Extortion,  . 

B g whça 
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when  an  Emir,  who  preceded  the  Banner^, 
proclaimed,  with  a loud  voice:  let  no 
Infidel  dare  to'  profane  with  his 

PRESENCE  THE  HOLY  STANDARD  OF 

THE  Prophet  ; and  let  every  Mus- 
sulman WHO  PERCEIVES  AN  UNBE- 
LIEVER MAKE  IT  KNOWN  UNDER  PAIN 

OF  Reprobation. 

From  that  moment  no  Afylum  w^as  to  be 
found;  even  thofe  became  Informers,  who, 
by  letting  out  their  houfes,  had  rendered 
themfelves  Accomplices  in  the  Crime.  A 
Religious  Fury  feized  on  every  mind,  and 
put  arms  in  every  hand  ; the  more  atroci- 
ous the  Cruelty,  the  more  was  it  meritori- 
ous. No  Regard  was  paid  to  Sex  or  Age; 
pregnant  Women,  dragged  by  the  hair, 

V 

and  trodden  under  Feet  by  the  Multitude, 
perilhed  in  the  moil  deplorable  manner, 
Nothing  was  rerpe(5led  by  thefe  Monilers; 
and  under  Inch  aufpices  the  Turks  com- 
menced the  War. 

The  Katty-Cherif  (or  Imperial  Mandate) 
by  which  it  was  proclaimed,  expreifed  in 
the  ufual  form,  invited  all  True- Believers, 
able  t®  bear  arms,  to  unite  under  the 

Stand- 
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Standard  of  the  Faith  to  combat  its  Ene- 

« 

mies.  This  Kind  of  Convocation,  by 
Arrier-ban,  promifed  a numerous  Army, 
but  it  was  far  from  promifing  an  army 
compofed  of  good  Toops.  Ignorance  and 
Avarice  rather  chofe  to  affemble  this  Multi- 
tude of  Volunteers,  who  were  not  to  be 
provided  for  after  the  War,  than  to  employ 
the  Janiffaries,  whofe  pay  and  demands 
would  be  continually  increahng.  It  may 
likewife  be  prefumed,  that  the  Grand 
Seignior,  fearing  to  reftore  to  this  Corps 
the  power  of  which  his  Father  had  been 
the  Victim,  wiflied  only  to  make  ufe  of  it 
as  an  addition  to  his  Forces. 

The  niofl  elTential,  though  at  the  fame 
time  leafl  expedled,  inconvenience,  was  the 
^ abfolute  want  of  forefight  with  regard  to 
Provifions.  It  is  the  nature  of  Defpotifm 
continually  to  flatter  itfelf,  that  Authority 
will  fupply  the  place  of  Prudence.  The 
Grand  Vifir  commanded  the  Army;  all  the 
Miniflers  accompanied  him  ; even  the  Re- 
gifters  of  the  Chancery  followed  in  his 
Train.  No  doubt  was  entertained  either 
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of  Succcfs  or  Plenty  j and  this  blind  Con- 
fidence was  general. 

While  thefe  great  Officers,  by  removing 
from  Conftantinople,  feemed  to  carry  with 
them  the  very  Seat  of  Empire,  Subftitutes, 
appointed  to  each  Employment,  were  refi- 
dent  in  the  Capital,  and  refpondent  to  the 
Defpot  for  the  prompt  execution  of  his 
will  (bj. 

Let  us  now  take  a view  of  the  Springs  of 
Government  in  adtion  ; and  the  fucceffive 
Incidents,  I fhall  prefent,  will  enable  us  to 
form  a better  Judgment  than  we  can  from 
a vague  Diflertation,  unfupported  by  Fadls. 

A few  days  after  my  arrival  at  Conftan- 
tinople, and  before  I had  time  to  make  the 
neceftary  arrangements  to  haften  the  return 
of  my  Baggage,  which  I had  left  in  the 
Crimea,  and  Beftarabia,  the  Firft  Phyfician 
of  the  Grand  Seignior  fent,  at  eleven  o’clock 

(b)  It  is  however  to  be  remarked,  that  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  Regiflers  of  the  Chancery  muft,  necef- 
farily,  retard  thofe  Orders,  the  execution  of  which 
requires  Form  ; but  it  is  likevvife  to  be  obferved, 
that  affairs  of  this  kind  rarely  intereft  the  Defpot, 
and  that,  if  they  did,  he  would  difpenfe  with  Form. 

at 
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at  night,  to  afk  permiffion  to  pay  me  a Vilit. 
His  myfterious  manner,  added  to  the 
Knowledge  I had  of  the  great  favor  he  was 
in  with  the  Sultan,  excited  my  curiohty  ; 
though  I did  not  prefume  to  fuppofe  he 
was  charged  with  a diredt  meffage  ; the 
Phyfician,  however,  informed  me,  that  Sul- 
tan Muftapha,  having  heard  of  my  return, 
had  fent  him  exprefsly  to  enquire  what 
had  occafioned  it.  If  you  have  a complaint 
againft  any  one,  faid  he,  immediate  juftice 
fhall  he  done  you.  I have  juft  parted  from 
the  Sultan  ; he  fpoke  much  concerning 
you,  knows  the  origin  of  your  family  fcj 
and  thinks  he  has  a right  to  your  zealous 
Services.  I begged  the  Phyfician  to  aflure 
his  Highnefs  of  my  Gratitude.  Though 
this  meafure  feemed  produced  by  private 
efteem,  I clearly  perceived  I was  not  pcr- 
fonally  the  objed:  of  Sollicitation  to  a Prince 
, whofe  Armies  were  in  the  Field.  This 
Meffenger,  who  was  to  carry  back  my  an- 

(c)  It  has  been  already  feen,  that  my  Father  was 
a Hungarian,  that  he  had  followed  Prince  Ragotzy, 
and  it  is  well  known  that  the  Porte  granted  refuge  tp 
that  Prince,  and  all  thofe  who  accompanied  him. 
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fwer,  returned  again,  at  the  fame  hour  as 
before,  but  better  informed.  As  this  Ita- 
lian Phyfician  (S)  fpoke Turkifh  butindiffer- 
ently,  the  QuelHons  he  was  diredied  to  put 
to  me  were  fent  in  writing;  I alfo  wrote 
back  my  anfwer,  and  this  Correfpondence 
with  the  Grand  Seignior,  which  procured 
me  his  confidence,  was  unknown  to  his 
Minifters,  until  his  Highnefs  required  from 
me  Services  which  could  no  longer  be  con- 
cealed. 

Emin-Pacha,  without  any  talents  necef- 
fary  for  the  PofV,  either  of  Vifir  or  General 
blinded  by  felf-love,  believed  he  could  pre- 
ferve  the  one  without  Danger,  and  fill  the 
other  with  Glory,  and  finifh  the  War  before^ 
it  was  well  begun.  His  Army,  continually 
increafed  by  the  acceffion  of  Fanatick  Muf- 
fulmen,  foon  became  the  moft  dangerous 
Enemy  of  the  Empire.  The  want  of  Pro- 
vifions,  the  diforder  of  this  familhed  Mul- 
titude, the  Pillage  which  attended  dif- 
tribution,  and  the  Murders  which  enfued, 
an  authority  always  weak,  and  always  de- 
fpifed  when  the  adminiftration  is  evidently 
vicious,  mutually  confpired  to  render  an 

alteration 
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alteration  neceffary*  The  Grand  Seîgnîor, 
who,  alone,  really  intereded  himfelf  in  the 
Succefs  of  his  Army,  difpatched,  to  the 
Vihr,  an  order  for  fome  new  Regulations* 
Emin-Pacha  had  the  Audacity  to  difobey  ; 
his  falfe  Policy  was  miftaken,  his  Army 
defeated,  and,  foon  after,  an  order,  more 
pundtually  'executed,  placed  his  head  on. 
the  Gate  of  the  Seraglio,  with  this  inferip- 
tion  : FOR  not  having  followed  the 
PLAN  of  operations  SENT  HIM  IMME- 
DIATELY FROM  THE  Emperor. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Moldovangi.  This 
new  Vifir  proved  more  enterprifing,  though 
not  more  able  ; he  was  defeated  in  like 
manner;  but  he  was  fortunate  enough, 
when  deprived  of  the  Viliriat,  only  to  lofe 
a Place  no  lefs  dangerous  than  eminent, 
and  which  no  one  could  properly  fill. 

To  the  haughty  Ignorance  of  the  Gene- 
rals was  added  the  ftupid  Prefumption  of 
the  Subalterns;  and  the  Turks,  who  took 
the  field  with  a prodigious, train  of  Artil- 
lery, but  which  con  filled  of  Pieces  ill 
mounted,  and  full  as  ill  ferved,  flaugh- 
tered  in  every  Adion  by  the  Cannon  of 

their 
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their  Enemies,  could  only  avenge  them- 
felves  for  their  Difafters  by  accuhng^thc 
Ruffians  of  cowardly  Artifice.  They  over- 
power us,  faid  they,  by  the  Superiority  of 
their  Fire,  which,  in  fa6t,  it  is  impoffible 
to  approach  ; but  let  them  leave  their  abo- 
minable Batteries,  and  encounter  us  like 
brave  men,  hand  to  hand,  and  we  fliall  foon 
fee  whether  thefe  Infidels  can  fefift  the 
flaughtering  fabre  of  the  True-Believers. 

This  Multitude  of  wretched  Fanaticks 
even  reproached  the  Ruffians  for  having  at- 
tacked them  during  the  holy  Seafon  of 
Ramazan.  Neverthelefs,  the  Grand-Seig- 
nior, having  been  informed  that  the  How- 
itzes  had  very  much  annoyed  his  Cavalry, 
enquired  of  me  what  kind  of  Artillery 
they  were;  for  they  were  unknown  at 
Confiantinople.  To  fatisfy  his  defire  to  be 
informed,  concerning  the  different  Bombs 
and  Pieces  of  Ordnance  made  ufe  of  in 
Europe,  1 fent  that  Prince  the  Memoirs 
of  Saint  Remy  ; he  could  only  examine  the 
Plates  ; and  thefe  he  had  carried  after  him, 
when  he  went  abroad,  by  one  of  his  At- 
tendants. 


Sultan 
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Sultan  Muftapha,  whofe  fîrft  care,  as  we 
have  already  feen,  was  employed  on  his 
Finances,  after  having  lavilhed  enormous 
Sums,  without  Succefs,  began  to  bargain 
with  his  Minifters  concerning  the  new  ex- 
pences  they  propofed  ; and,  while  they  re- 
proached him  with  Avarice,  he  blamed 
himlelf  for  yielding  too  eafily,  which,  he 
faid,  only  ferved  to  enrich  the  Knaves 
about  him.  It  certainly  was  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  this  Prince  could  fee,  without  con- 
cern, his  Treafures  fquandered,  his  Army 
mouldering  away,  and  thofe  Enemies  whom 
he  imagined  would  be  fubdued  the  firft 
Campaign,  already  vidtorious  on  the  Da- 
nube, and  threatening  him  with  an  Inva- 
lion  in  the  Archipelago. 

His  activity  caufed  him  to  difcover  new 
Abufcs  every  moment.  He  complained  of 
them  to  his  Minifters,  never  without  ma- 
king them  tremble,  but  always  without 
eftedt  ; for,  had  they  wifhed  to  re-eftablifti 
good  Order,  it  was  fcarcely  in  their  power. 
The  Recruits,  who  were  to  join  the  Army 
from  the  extremity  of  Afia,  pafted  the  Bof- 
phorus,  and  halted  at  Conftantinople,  not  fo 

much 


much  to  folicit  as  to  enforce  their  own  terms 
on  the  Porte. 

While  the  Officers  were  bargaining  about 
their  pay  for  the  Campaign,  thefe  Afiatics, 
difperfed  through  the  Capital,  compleatly 
armed,  and  every  night  robbing  every  one 
they  met,  hallened  the  Négociation,  by  ren- 
dering it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  get  rid  of 
fuch  adawlefs  Multitude.  The  Government, 
too  weak  to  reprefs  their  Infolence,  flipu- 
Jated  to  no  purpofe,  and  ceded  without 
fhame.  Among  the  number  of  thefe  Ban- 
ditti, was  a body  that  came  from  the  Coun- 
try of  the  Las  fd),  wffio  learned,  on  their 
arrival,  that  fome  JanilTaries  of  their  Com- 
pany fejy  w’ere  confined  in  the  Fortrefs  of 
Yflar  (f)y  on  the  Strait.  The  Porte  had 

(d)  This  Country  extends  along  the  Southern 
Coaft  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  contains  the  Cities  of 
Synopus  and  Trebifonde. 

(e)  This  Company,  which,  I believe,  is  the  thirty- 
fifth,  is  the  more  numerous,  as  the  Las  never  inlift 
in  any  other;  and  the  number  of  thofe  enrolled  * 
amounts  to  thirty  Thoufand. 

(f)  This  is  the  Caftle  where  thofe  Janiflaries  arc 
confined  whom  they  intend  to  punifh  or  ftrangle; 
on  which  account,  an  imprifonment  in  it  is,  to  them, 
a very  perilous  Situation, 


acceded 


BARON  DE  T O T T. 


IJ 

acceded  to  their  Terms,  and  had  advanced 
them  pay  ; but  they  farther  demanded  the 
releafe  of  the  Prifoners.  The  Vifir  neither 
dared  to  grant  nor  refufe  this  Requeft  ; he 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  an  Accom- 
modation. It  was  agreed,  they  fhould 
make  an  attack  on  the  Caille,  fire  upon  the 
Gate,  and  the  Governor,  fbemingly  com- 
pelled by  this  adl  of  floftility,  ihould  give 
up  his  Prifoners. 

Tiiere  were  Precedents  to  juflify  this  ri-- 
diculous  expedient;  but  it  is  not  thelefs1^ 
proof  of  the  Cowardice  obfervable  in  an  ab- 
folute  Government,  and  exhibits  the  inva- 
riable charadler  of  Defpotifm.  The  arbi- 
trary Monarch  cannot  lofe  his  power,  for 
a moment,  but  it  is  immediately  feized  on 
by  the  Multitude. 

While  the  feeblenefs  of  the  Government 
made  it  connive  at  the  excelles  of  a licen- 
tious Soldiery,  the  Minifters  fought  to  ct)nr 
ceal  the  War  by  Sea,  with  which  the  Em- 
pire was  threatened.  No  Ruffian  Ship  had 
yet  ever  appeared  at  Conflantinople,  there- 
fore, faid  they,  the  Ruffians  have  no  Ships  ; 
or  if,  by  chance,  they  have,  that  is  nothing 

to 
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to  the  purpofe,  fince  there  is  no  communi- 
cation between  the  Baltic  and  the  Archipe- 
lago. Neither  the  Danes  nor  Swedes, 
whofe  Flags  were  known  to  the  Turks, 
could  overthrow  this  favourite  argument. 
Shewing  them  Maps  had  no  better  effeét, 
and  the  Divan  was  not  yet  perfuaded  of 
the  poffibility  of  the  fad:,  when  news  was 
brought  of  the  Siege  of  Coron,  the  Invafion 
of  the  Morea,  and  the  appearance  of  tw’elve 
Ruffian  Ships  of  the  Line  fgj, 

^he  uncertainty  of  the  Miniftry,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  their  preparing  a Ma- 
ritime Force.  They  haftened  the  fitting 
out  of  thirty  Men  of  War,  and  expeded, 

(g)  There  are  feveral  examples  of  the  Igrrorance 
of  the  Turks  in  Geography  flill  more  furprizing 
than  this.  A Venetian  Ambalfador,  coming,  to  Con- 
ftantinople  with  two  Ships  of  War  belonging  to  the 
Republic,  met,  in  the  Archipelago,  the  Elect  of  the 
Grand  Seignior,  which,  in  time  of  Peace,  goes  out, 
annually,  to  collcdl  the  Tribute  of  the  neighbouring 
Iflands.  The  Turkilh  Admiral  invited  his  Excellency 
on  board,  to  entertain  him  ; and,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
converfation,  afked  him,  Whether  the  I'erritories  of 
Venice  were  near  thofe  of  Rulfiai*  the  Venetian,  def- 
pifing  his  Ignorance,  replied.  Yes,  there  is  only  the 
Ottoman  Empire  between  them. 

with 
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with  fuch  a decided  Superiority,  to  make 
amends,  in  the  Archipelago,  for  the  loiïès 
they  had  fufFered  on  the  Danube, 

It  was  likewife  found,  in  the  Records  of 

t 

the  Empire,  that  the  laft  War  with  Ruffia 
had  occafioned  the  fitting  out  of  a hundred 
and  fifty  Galliots,  intended  to  penetrate  into 
the  Sea  of  Azoph  ; and,  the  particulars 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  the*  expences 
not  fpecifying  the  Motives  of  this  Arma- 
ment, it  was  forgotten  that  the  Ports  of 
Azoph  and  Taganrog  flood  for  nothing  in 
the  prefent  War  ; the  building  of  the  Ga- 
lipts  was  ordered,  and  carried  on  with  the 
greatefl  difpatch. 

Thefe  Preparations,  by  furnifhing  plenty 
of  money  to  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  in- 
tended for  the  two  Fleets,  carried  their  li- 
centioufnefs  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  every 
day  produced  fome  new  extravagance;  and 
M.  le  Comte  de  St.  Priefl,  the  French  Am- 
bafTador,  whom  the  hne  weather  invited  to 
his  houfe  near  the  Strait,  not  willing  to  be 
deprived  of  the  pleafure  of  the  Country, 
nor  expofed  to  the  infults  of  the  Soldiery, 
\vhich  he  had  already  experienced  when 

in 
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in  his  carriage,  refolved  to  travel  with  the 
Bayonet  fixed,  and  caufe  all  his  Attendants 
to  do  the  fame  ; which  was  the  only  me^^ns 
to  procure  refped:  from  the  numerous  Ban-* 
ditti  perpetually  repairing  to  the  Army 
both  by  Sea  and  Land. 

The  fituation  of  the  French  Ambafia*» 
dor’s  Palace  in  the  Country  was  fuch,  that 
all  the  Boats,  which  went  up  the  Strait, 
mufi:  pafs  under  the  windows,  which,  to-» 
wards  the  Sea,  were  carefully  kept  fhut. 

We  had  gone  out,  after  dinner,  to  take  our 
ufual  walk,  and  already  gained  the  heights 
of  Tarapia,  when  we  heard  a brifk  firing  of 
Mufquetry,  at  Sea,  near  the  Palace,  and  flopt 
to  conlider  what  occafioned  it,  when  the 
flioutingof  a Man,  coming  towards  us,  drew 
the  attention  of  M.  de  Saint  Pried,  Frorn 
him  we  learned  that  the  Palace  was  attacked 
by  a number  of  thefe  rafcals,  and  haflened 
our  return  to  reprefs  their  audacity,  but  could 
not  arrive  in  time  j the  Boat,  from  which 
they  had  fired  upon  the  Palace,  was  already 
at  a confiderable  diftance  ; and  though  the 
Ambafilidor  had  only  a few  Shutters  fliot 
through,  and  Windows  broken,  by  fomç 
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dozen  of  bullets  which  we  found  in  the  Sa- 
loon, this  Infult  appeared  to  him  of  fuffici- 
ent  importance  to  juftify  a Complaint  to  the 
Porte.  An  Interpreter,  difpatched  for  that 
purpofe,  reported  the  matter  to  the  Reis 
Effendi,  who  heard  it  with  marks  of  the 
greateft  concern.  What,  faid  he,  have  thefe 
Rafcals  dared  to  infult  the  Palace  of  the 
French  Ambaffador  ! They  mud:  be  Idiots  ; 
How  could  they  expedt  to  efcape  punilh- 
ment  ? They  could  not  but  know  that,  on 
the  firft  Complaint,  they  would  be  immedi- 
ately purfued.  Such  an  infult  is  inexcufable 
Madnefs  ! They  might  have  found  Houfes 
enough  belonging  to  Greeks,  Jews,  and  Arr 
menians  in  their  way  ! Why  did  they  not 
attack  them  in  Head  of  plunging  us  into  fuch 
an  embarralTment! 

Thus  did  this  Minifter  lament  the  necef- 
fity  of  fecuring  the  Tranquility  of  an'Am- 
baflador,  while  he  made  no  difficulty  of  fa- 
crificing  that  of  the  Public.  A Colonel  of 
the  Janifiaries  was  ordered,  with  a Party, 
•to  guard  the  Country-houfe  of  M.  de 
Saint  PrieH.  Other  Officers,  of  the  fame 
Corps,  were  difpatched  to  feize  the  Offen-r 
yoL.II.  Part  III.  C ders^ 
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ders,  before  the  departure  of  a Veflel  which 
w’as  to  carry  them  to  Varma  ; and  it  was 
foon  after  averted  that  they  had  been  taken 
and  drowned  ; but  the  weaknefs  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  fuch,  that  this  falfe  report 
did  not  even  appear  probable. 

Some  time  after,  an  adventure,  of  the 
fame  kind,  which,  though  it  originated  in  a 
lefs  ferious  caufe,  might  have  terminated 
very  difagreeably,  happened  at  my  door.  I 
occupied  the  Country-houfe  which  M.  de 
Vergennes  had  built,  during  his  Embaffy, 
at  Buyukdera.  A Quay,  which  ferved  for 
a road,  feparated  it  from  the  Sea.  Some 
Soldiers,  pafling  by,  talked  fo  loud  that  à 
Parroquet,  the  cage  of  which  was  hung  in 
a high  window,  diftinguilhed,  and  repeated 
fome  free  exprefiions  with  which  their  gai- 
ety feafoned  their  Difeourfe.  They  imme- 
diately flopped  to  abufe  him  who  dared  to 
mock  them,  and  this  Abufe  too  was  repeat- 
ed in  the  fame  manner.  They  became  outra- 
geous, prepared  their  Arms,  and  were  on 
the  point  of  attacking  the  houfe,  to  revenge 
themfelves  on  thofe  within,  when  the  noife 
roufed  the  attention  of  a JanilTary,  whom  I 
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kept  there  as  a Guard,  and  who  opened  the 
Door  to  difcover  the  reafon  of  the  Tumult, 
luftas  their  rage  was  at  its  height.  Though  he 
was  in  no  fmall  danger  of  being  made  their 
firfl  Vidim,  he,  however,  came  to  an  ex^* 
planation,  and  told  them  of  the  Parroquet. 
This  excufe  only  irritated  them  the  more, 
till  at  laft,  by  (hewing  them  the  Ofîènder, 
they  were,  with  difficulty,  appeafed,  and 
prevailed  on  to  lay  afide  their  refentment. 
Some  bafons  of  Coffee,  being  offered  them, 
were  accepted,  and  thus  an  end  was  put  to 
this  Quarrel,  no  lefs  difficult  to  avoid  than 
foiefee. 

' While  the  Capital  and  its  Environs  were 
infefted  by  a licentious  foldiery,  who  pof- 
feffed  no  courage  but  that  of  Robbers,  the 
Provinces  were  a prey  to  fimilar  Difor- 
ders,  and,  oppreffed  by  their  Governors 
with  as  much  impunity,  fuffered  every  fpe- 
cies  of  Extortion.  The  principal  objedt  of 
the  Miniftry  was,  to  provide,  at  once,  fup- 
plies  for  Conftantinople,  and  fubfillence  for 
the  Troops  j this  rendered  their  Exadtions 
more  heavy,  and  at  the  fame  time  morenu-? 
fnerous.  Their  meafures  were,  at  firft,  fo 
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ill  concerted,  that  the  People  could  not  fail  to 
fufrer  doubly  ; both  from  the  precipitation, 
no  lefs  cruel  than  imperious,  with  which 
the  Impofls  were  levied,  and  the  injuftice 
of  the  Agents  employed  to  levy  them. 

The  Turkidi  Government  may  be  always 
conlidered  as  an  army  encamped,  the  Ge- 
neral of  which  idues  orders,  from  his  head 
Quarters,  to  forage  the  Country.  In  this 
manner  the  Vifir  fupplied  his  Army  by  the 
Black  Sea,  while  the  Capital  depended,  en- 
tirely, for  its  fubfiftence  on  the  Provifions 
brought  from  the  Archipelago  j which 
Supply  was  to  be  infured  by  the  Superiority 
of  the  maritime  Forces  prepared  againft  the 
Ruffians.  But,  though  arbitrary  Violence 
was  able  to  haRen  the  conftrudlion  and  fit- 
ting out  of  the  Fleets,  and  to  colledl  a 
number  of  men,  whom  it  obliged  to  become 
Sailors,  every  thing  plainly  (hewed,  that 
Ignorance  and  Prefumption  had  conducted 
thefc  Preparations. 

Hi^h  decked  Veffiels,  the  lower  tier  Guns 

o' 

of  which  were  laid  under  water  by  the  leaft 
Gale  of  wind,  prefented  the  Enemy  with 
much  wood,  and  little  fire,  EmbarralTed 

Manoeuvres, 
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Manœuvres,  Cordage  and  Pullies  which 
broke  on  the  lead  effort,  thirty  men  employ- 
ed, in  the  Gun-room,  to  move  the  Tiller  of 
the  Helm,  according  as  they  were  called 
to  by  the  Pilot  on  the  Fore-cadle,  no 
idea  of  properly  ftowing  their  Ballad,  no 
nautical  Knowledge,  incumbered  Decks, 
Guns  without  equality  in  the  Calibre,  were 
a part  of  the  defeats  of  this  Armament, 
which  was  to  be  commanded  by  men  too 
ignorant  to  perceive  it  had  any  Imperfec- 
tion. 

The  feveral  Stations,  on  board,  were, 
neverthelefs,  objecds  of  Intrigue;  and 
the  Captain-Pacha,  who  had  the  right 
of  nominating  the  principal  Officers,  by 
difpodng  of  the  Command  of  every  Ship  to 
the  bed  bidder,  gave  each  Captain  the  fame 
right  to  fell  Commiffions  to  his  Inferiors. 
This  paltry  commerce,  edablilhed  by  Cuf- 
tom,  compleated  the  lid  of  Blunders  and 
Abfurdities,  which  were  fufficient,  without 
the  aid  of  their  Enemies,  intirely  to  annihi- 
late the  Turkifli  Marine,  Accudomed,  only, 
till  then,  annually  to  ravage  the  Archipelago, 
with  a fmall  Squadron,  the  Sea  Officers 
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knew  nothing,  either  from  Science  or  Ex- 
perience, of  any  Military  Principle  ; and 
when  the  Fleet  was  ready,  it  feemed  as  if 
nothing  was  ,to  be  done,  but  to  Sail  and 
receive  a Tribute,  which  could  not  bedif- 
puted.  Haffan,  a Fugitive  from  Algiers, 
appointed  Captain  of  the  Admiral’s  Ship, 
feemed,  alone,  to  go  on  board  with  an  in- 
tention to  fight  : but  this  man^  whofe 
ralhnefs  is  known,  and  who  imagined  that 
rafhnefs  Would  fupply  every  defeél,  was 
defirous  to  fignalizchimfelf  by  an  Invention, 
no  lefs  deflrudtive  at  Tchefmai,  than  it  ap- 
peared ftrange  at  Conftantinople.  This  In- 
vention confifted  in  a number  of  Iron-bars* 
which,  fixed  to  the  Gun-wale,  projeéled 
out  horizontally  beyond  the  Ship’s  fide,  in 
order  to  hinder  the  Enemy  from  boarding. 
Though  this  defcription  may  give  no  great 
idea  of  the  Genius  of  the  Inventor,  I be- 
lieve I have  faid  enough,  of  the  Abilities  of 
the  Turks,  to  leave  no  doubt  but  it  mufi: 
excite  their  Admiration. 

The  continuance  of  the  South-wind  pre- 
vented the  Fleet  from  Sailing  j and  this 
delay,  far  from  being  employed  to  put  it  in 
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better  condition,  only  favoured  the  defer- 
tion  of  the  Sailors,  and  the  extortions 
of  the  Commanders,  under  pretence  of 
having  their  Ships  completely  manned. 

The  Army,  though  twice  deftroyed, 
was  become  more  numerous  than  everj  and 
the  Ottoman  Empire,  though  powerfully 
attacked  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  defending 
itfelf,  on  every  lide,  with  forces  triple  tO' 
thofe  of  its  Enemies,  gave  itfelf  up  to  all  the 
Pride  of  Succefs,  of  which  it  entertained  no 
doubt. 

The  abfence  of  the  Troops  reftored  tran- 
quility to  the  Capital  i and  the  prefumptu- 
ous  hopes  of  Vidory  kept  the  People  in 
good  humour.  The  Comte  de  Saint  Priefl: 
was  willing  to  take  advantage  of  this  dif- 
pohtion,  to  give  an  Entertainment,  on 
account  of  the  marriage  of  the  King  of 
France;  and,  to  amufe  the  Turks,  was  de- 
firous  of  adding  to  the  Balls  and  Diverfions 
which  could  only  fuit  the  Tafte  of  the 
Europeans,  an  Illumination,  and  fome  Fire- 
works, which  I undertook  to  make.  The 
Saloon  we  were  obliged  to  build  for 
the  Ball  was  already  finilhed  ; the  Fire^ 
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works  were  prepared,  and  we  were  bufy  in 
arranging  the  Decorations,  when  the  doubly 
difaftrous  news  of  the  deftrudion  of  an  Ar- 
my and  a Fleet  arrived,  fpread  a Confter- 
nation  through  the  City,  and  rendered  all 
our  Preparations  ufelefs. 

It  was  no  longer  poflible  to  think  of  giv- 
ing Entertainments.  The  Grand  Seignior 
was  in  the  greateft  anxiety,  his  Miniflers 
in  defpair,  the  People  diftraded,  and  the 
Capital  filled  with  the  dread  of  Famine  and 
Invafion. 

Such  was  then  the  Situation  of  an  Empire, 
which,  a month  before,  had  believed  itfelf 
fo  formidable.  Yet  Ignorance,  which  is  al- 
ways ready  to  flatter  the  Pride  that  accom- 
* 

panics  it,  faw  nothing,  in  this  double  Ca- 
tafirophe,  but  the  impenetrable  decrees  of 
Providence,  to  which  Mortals  fliould  fub- 
mit  with  refignation.  No  one  confidered, 
that  an  iindifciplined  Multitude  contributes 

more  to  its  own  deflrudion  than  all  the  ef- 

• 

forts  of  its  Enemies.  But,  though  the 
want  of  Difeipline,  alone,  fufficed  to  de- 
firoy  the  land  Army,  at  Craool,  the  con- 
currence of  the  moft  extravagant  llupidity. 
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on  the  part  of  the  Admiral  and  his  Officers, 
was  neceffiary  to  complete  the  deflrudion  of 
the  Fleet,  at  Tchefmai. 

This  Armament  Isft'  the  Strait  of  the 
Dardanelles  to  go  in  queft  of  the  Ruffian 
Squadron  ; and,  after  bearing  towards  Chios, 
anchored  on  the  Coafl  of  A fia,  between  the 
Continent  and  the  -Iflands  called  Spal- 
madores,  in  front  of  the  Port  of  Tchefmai. 
Some  Frigates,  newly  built  (for  the  Turks 
were  ignorant  of  their  ufe  before  this  War) 
were  ftationed  at  the  extremities  of  this  long 
line,  to  give  notice  of  the  Enemy’s  ap- 
proach ; and  had  orders  to  let  them  get 
entangled  in  this  Channel,  where  thirty 
Ships,  riding  at  convenient  diftances,  and 
moored  with  four  Anchors  each,  lay  in  wait. 

This  ingenious  Ambufcade  being  thus 
prepared,  the  Ruffian  Ships,  better  arranged, 
having  doubled  the  Ifie  of  Chios,  and  per- 
ceived the  Turkiffi  Vefibis,  penetrated  quite 
to  the  center  of  their  Line  before  the  latter 
made  any  motion  to  get  under  Sail.  The 
two  Admirals,  however,  being  laid  fide  by 
fide,  the  Ruffian,  after  having  poured  in 
his  Broadfide,  clofed  with  the  Turk,  in 
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order  to  throw  fome  Combuftibles  on  board 
him,  but  blew  up  in  the  attempt.  Haffan 
Pacha,  then  Captain  of  the -Admiral-Ship, 
from  whom  I had  this  account,  having  dif- 
cngaged  himfelf  from  his  Enemy,  thought 
he  was  out  of  danger,  when  he  perceived 
his  Stern  on  fire,  and  his  Ship  ready  to  un- 
dergo the  fame  Fate.  The  Crew  had  al- 
ready thrown  themfelves  into  the  Sea  ; he 
foon  followed,  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  lay  hold  of  a Wreck  of  the  Enemy’s  Ship, 
and  efcape  the  Explofion  of  his  own;  for 
the  fire  was  not  long  before  it  reached  the 
Powder-room. 

It  is  eafy  to  perceive,  on  a calculation 
of  the  real  lofs  on  each  fide,  that  of  the 
Ruffians,  being  far  the  mofi:  confiderable, 
juftified  them  in  refolving  not  to  renew 
the  -Attack;  but  the  Turks,  whofe  mili- 
tary Knowledge  fcarcely  extended  to  the 
effedls  of  Saltpetre,  terrified  by  , thofe  it 
had  produced,  thought  of  nothing  but 
being  blown  up,  if  the  Ruffians  ffiould 
engage  them  again.  Tchefmai  was  the 
Afylum  whither  all  the  Fleet  retired,  in 
the  greateft  diforder,  and  fome  Cannon, 

landed 


BARON  DE  TOT  T: 


*7 


landed  in  hafte,  and  placed  on  the  two 
Capes  which  fhut  in  the  Port,  gave  fup- 
pofed  Security  to  the  Fugitives. 

The  Ruflians  were,  in  the  mean  time, 
employed  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
Enemy  ; and  the  next  day  learned,  no 
doubt  with  great  aftoniihment,  what  had 
pafled  at  Tchefmai.  As  they  could  only 
attribute  this  ftrange  condud:  of  the 
Turks  to  a panic  Terror,  which  will  al- 
ways judify  attempts  that  otherwife  would 
feem  leaft  likely  to  meet  with  Succefs,  they 
appeared  before  the  Harbour,  with  two 
Firefhips,  which  they  fent  in.  On  the 
approach  of  the  Ruffians,  the  Turks,  ftill 
terrified  with  what  had  happened  the  pre- 
ceding day,  thought  more  of  faving  them- 
felves,  on  Shore,  than  defending  their  Ships 
but  the  Sight  of  two  fmall  Veffels,  failing 
into  the  Port,  awakened  in  them  their 
ideas  of  Conquefi;  ; and,  as  they  took  them 
for  Deferters,  far  from  endeavouring  to 
fink  them,  they  were  only  anxious  for  their 
fafe  arrival  : they  refolved  to  lay  the  Crews 
in  irons,  and  already  enjoyed  the  pleafure 
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of  carrying  them  in  Triumph,  to  Conflan- 
tinople  (h). 

But  thefe  fuppofed  Deferters,  entering 
without  oppofition,  foon  faftcned  down 
their  rudders,  threw  out  their  graplings, 
and,  prefently,  fetting  fire  to  their  VeiTels 
the  flames  communicated  to  the  whole 
Fleet.  The  Harbour  of  Tchefmai,  encum- 
bered with  Ships,  Powder,  and  Artillery, 
foon  became  a Volcano,  which  englutted 
the  whole  naval  Force  of  the  Turks. 

Though  this  Misfortune  humbled  the 
Ottoman  Pride,  the  Miniftry  were  in  dan- 
ger from  a ftlll  more  important  Calamity. 

The  Capital  was  threatened  with  a Famine  ; 
for  the  deftrudion  of  the  Turkilh  Fleet, 
by  giving  the  Ruffians  the  command  of  the 
Archipelago,  prevented  Conftantinople  from 
being  furniflied  with  Provifions.  The  Ene- 
my might  even  force  the  paflage  of  the 
Straits,  prêtent  themfelves  before  the  Se- 
raglio, fack  the  City,  and  prefcribe  their 

( ) \ have  been  aflured  of  the  Truth  of  this  Anec- 
by  Huti'an-Pacha,  whom  I have  mentioned 
above.  ^ 
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own  terms  to  the  Grand  Seignior.  The 
' Confternation  .was  general, 'nor  was  ever 
any  fear  better  founded } and  Ignorance, 
which  always  does  itfelf  juftice  when  Terror 
has  deftroyed  its  Prefumption,  could  not 
objed  to  the  Grand  Seignior’s  orders,  that 
the  defence  of  the  Dardanelles  fhould  be 
intirely  committed  to  me,  and  the  means  of 
fecuring  the  Capital  left  wholly  to  my  di- 
red;ions. 

This  Commiflion,  however,  could  not 
be  granted  without  the  cuftomary  Forms, 
and  the  Porte  haftened  to  comply  with  them, 
by  requefting  the  permiffion  of  the  French 
Ambalfador.  I received  an  Invitation  at 
the  fame  time  from  the  Reis-Effendi,  pref- 
fing  me  to  come  and  concert  with  him  the 
Meafures  I judged  neceffary  in  the  p refen t 
podure  of  Affairs,  and  which  certainly  re- 
quired the  greated  difpatch. 

I fhall  have  fuch  frequent  occadon  to 
mention  the  T urkidi  Miniders,  that  it  feems 
proper  to  make  fome  preliminary  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  Charadlers  of  thofe  who  were 
• then  in  Oihce,  as  they  will  be  necelTary  for 
underdanding  the  following  details. 
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We  have  already  feen  that  the  Grand 
Seignior,  addiâed  to  Oeconomy  ever  lince 
his  advancement  to  the  Throne,  faw,  with 
regret,  his  Treafures  diffipated,  without 
procuring  him  the  Glory  of  which  he  was 
ambitious.  Nor  could  this  Prince  blame 
thofe  Minifters  who  were  about  his  Perfon, 
for  the  111  Succefs  of  his  Arms,  which,  if 
he  thought  them  incapable  of  remedying,  it 
unhappily  was  not  in  his  power  to  fubftitute 
others  of  greater  Abilities.  Befides,  it  was 
in  the  Army  that  extraordinary  Talents  were 
neceffary  j and  thofe  who  enjoyed  the  moft 
of  their  Mafter’s  Favour,  knew  their  in- 
tereft  too  well,  to  perfuade  him  to  remove 
them  from  his  Perfon.  Ifmael-Bev  excel- 
led  moft  in  that  difficult  Art,  of  governing 
his  Sovereign,  and  managing  all  public 
Bufinefs,  without  renouncing  perfonal  tran- 
quility, or  forfaking  any  of  his  Pleafures, 
Ifed-Bcy,  Superintendant  of  the  Coin, 
ftood  foremoft  in  the  Sultan’s  Favour  j but 
without  exciting  either  Hatred  or  Jealoufy. 
Too  wife  to  be  ambitious  of  the  Poft  of 
Firft  Minifter,  he  only  employed  his  In- 
fluence to  mitigate  the  hafty  Anger  which 
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the  Grand  Seignior  frequently  exprefled 
againft  the  other  Officers,  and  was  ever 
ready  to  afford  fuccour  to  the  indigent  and 
unfortunate. 

Mellek-Pacha,  Caimakan,  or  Deputy  to 
the  Grand  Vidr,  and  Brothcr-in-Iaw  to  the 
Grand  Seignior,  was  only  remarkable  for 
his  elegant  Figure,  which  had  engaged  the 
Sultana  to  alk  him  of  her  Brother. 

The  Grand  Treafurer,  lefs  in  favour,  . 
but  proud  of  a Kind  of  Reputation  which  his 
Father  had  acquired  in  the  laft  war,  and  full 
of  confidence  in  that  which  he  expedled  to 
acquire  himfelf,  more  violent  than  ambi- 
tious, had  alfo^more  adivity  than  abilities. 

The  Miniflers  of  the  Second  Clafs,  even 
the  Mufti  himfelf,  had  too  fmall  a Share  in 

I 

the  Government,  to  render  it  neceffary  to 
delineate  their  particular  Charadlers. 

Ifmael-Bey,  appointed  to  confer  with  me 
on  the  State  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  the 
danger  which  threatened  the  Capital, 
thought  the  fears  of  Government  would 
be  bed  concealed  by  holding  our  Conference 
in  the  Night.  He  received  me  in  his  own 
houfe,  where  I found  him  engaged  in  an  af- 
fair 
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fair  the  Importance  of  which  greatly  diverted 
his  attention  from  the  Subjedt  of  our  Meet- 
ing. This  Turk,  refining  on  all  his  Plea- 
fures,  though  childiflily,  was  defirous  of 
polTeffing  two  Canary-Birds  which  fliould 
both  fing  the  fame  air.  His  fervants  had 
fearched  the  City  to  procure  them,  but  with- 
out Succefs  ; and  this  Minifter  was  contri- 
ving how  to  gratify  his  Fancy,  when  I ar- 
rived to  confult  by  what  means  the  Capi- 
tal might  be  preferved  from  the  Cataftrophe 
with  which  it  was  threatened. 

The  Rate  of  the  Dardanelles  was  not 
better  known  to  him  than  myfelf  ;*  for  it 
was  evident,  from  the  letters  of  Moldovangi- 
Pacha,  formerly  Grand  Vifir,  and  who  had 
only  been  degraded  to  the  Subaltern  Govern- 
nient  of  the  Caftles  on  the  Strait,  by  the 
Title  of  Defender  of  the  Dardanelles,  that 
this  Barrier,  till  then  held  impregnable, 
could  not  refifi:  the  feeblefl;  attack.  The 
Ruffian  Squadron,  then  failing,  with  a fa- 
vourable Wind,  in  fight  of  the  firft  Call  les, 
might,  with  eafe,  penetrate  into  the  Sea 
oi  Marmora,  and  advance  to  the  verv  Walls 
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of  the  Seraglio,  and  preferibe  its  own  Terms 
to  the  Grand  Seignior. 

Such  was  the  Situation  of  this  proud 
Court  : the  Ignorance  of  the  Chief  Mini- 
fters,  and  the  Knavery  of  the  Subalterns, 
had  reduced  it  to  a ftate  fo  low,  fo  humi- 
liating and  fo  diftreffing.  An  examination 
of  the  Caftles,  built  near  Conftantinople, 
on  the  fame  plan  with  thofe  of  the  Darda- 
nelles, ferved  to  fhew  me  what  was  to  be 
done,  on  my  arrival. 

Means  of  fecuring  Ships  of  War  did  not 
feem  eafy  to  be  obtained  : two  Veffcls,  - 
which,  not  being  able  to  join  the  Fleet, 
had  efcaped  the  general  Deftrud:ion,  were 
anchored  beyond  the  firft  Caftles,  but 
might  very  probably  be  taken  by  the  Ruf- 
fians, before  my  Arrival;  and  the  Arfenal 
contained  only  one  old  Ship,  condemned  as 
unfit  for  Service.  I,  however,  concurred 
with  the  Reis-Effendi,  that  this  Veflel 
fhould  be  haftily  repaired,  provided  with 
Artillery,  honoured  with  the  Admiral’s  Flag, 
loaded  with  Planks,  Spades,  Pickaxes,  and 
other  Utenfils,  of  which  I gave  a lift,  and 
VoL.  II.  Part  III.  D fet 
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fet  fail  as  foon  as  poffible  to  meet  me  at  the 
Dardanelles. 

The  Captain  of  a Maltefe  Corfair,  taken 
Prifoner  many  years  before,  who,  by  de- 
claring himfelf  a knight  of  Malta,  in  hopes 
of  better  treatment,  had  only  rendered  his 
Ranfom  more  difficult,  was  then  in  Irons. 
The  Comte  de  Saint-Prieft  was  defirous  to 
take  advantage  of  the  prefent  Opportu- 
nity, and  deliver  this  unhappy  Man. 

For  this  end,  I pretended  I ffiould  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  p»reparing  fome  Fire- 
Ihips,  and  wanted Inftruâiions  on  that  head  ; 
and,  in  order  the  better  to  colour  my  re- 
quelling  this  Slave,  I extolled  his  Talents, 
declaring  he  was  the  only  Perfon  who  could 
give  me  the  Affiftance  I wanted,  and,  at 
length,  fo  far  prevailed  as  to  have  him  fent 
with  the  VelTel,  with  the  moll  politive 
AlTurances  he  fliould  be  fet  at  liberty,  if  I 
found  he  poffielfed  the  Abilities  I fuppofed. 
I was,  indeed,  very  certain  I could  fupply 
him  with  thofe  he  had  not  ; but  I could 
not  forefee,  though  it  neverthelefs  happen- 
ed, that  this  man,  informed  by  the  Turks 
of  my  ExpetSations  from  him,  could  be  fo 
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ftupid  as  not  to  conceive  my  Reafons,  and 
to  deny  all  I had  aflerted.  We  lhall  foon  fee 
fome  ridiculous  Confequences  from  this 
Scheme,  which  had  no  other  motive  than 
Charity. 

The  Grand  Seignior’s  eagernefsj  to  be  in- 
formed of  my  arrival  at  the  Dardanelles, 
would  not  permit  me  to  wait  for  any  of 
thofe  things  which  were  neceffary  for  com- 
mencing my  operations  (i).  His  Highnefs 
had  given  orders  that  every  thing  Ihould  be 
under  my  Directions.  I requeued  an  Af- 
filiant Commiffioner,  and  Muftapha-Bey, 
Grandfon  of  the  famous  Dganum-Codga, 
(k)  was  appointed.  I immediately  hired 

(i)  The  hope  of  Univerfal  Empire  was  fo  foon 
fucceeded  by  the  dread  of  utter  Deftru6fion  that, 
on  the  firft  news  of  the  appearance  of  the  Ruffian 
Fleet,  the  whole  City  was  funk  in  Defpair.  Public 
f rayers  were  put  up  for  the  Succefs  of  my  endeavours  ; 
and  the  Grand  Seignior,  whofe  only  confidence  was 
in  me,  could  not  reft  till  my  Departure. 

(k)  Admiral  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution;  which, 
after  having  dethroned  Sultan  Achmet,  continued  to 
threaten  his  Succelfor.  The  Chief  of  the  Rebels  was 
killed,  in  the  Divan,  by  this  Admiral,  whofe  Fortitude 
and  Prudence  re-eftabliflied  good  Order, 

D 2 


a French 


MEMOIRS  OF 


36 

I 

a French  VefTel,  to  carry  me  to  the  Darda- 
nelles, where  I found  the  Commiffioner 
from  the  Porte  had  arrived  a few  hours 
before  me. 

The  Ordershe  delivered  to  Moldovandgi- 
Pacha,  to  obey  me  in  whatever  I Ihould 
command,  had  not  much  difpofed  the  lat- 
ter in  my  favour.  I did  not  imagine  I ought 
to  put  any  great  Confidence  in  the  myfiie- 
rious  Covenant  of  the  Bread  and  Salt,  by 
which,  as  has  been  already  feen,  this  man 
had  formerly  vowed  inviolable  friend ihip 
to  me  ; yet  his  fear  to  difobey  the  pofitive 
Orders  he  had  received,  and  the  prefence 
of  an  Eneniy  whom  he  had  always  found 
his  Superior,  made  him  dilTemble  his  Dif- 
content,  and  afforded  me  time  to  footh  his 
Indignation. 

This  I effected  by  flattering  his  Vanity, 
and  we  had  no  apparent  difagreement  dur- 
ing my  flay  at  the  Dardanelles.  His  pee- 
viflinefs  only  fliewed  itfelf  in  his  firfl  letters 
to  the  Porte  j but  as  his  Complaints  were 
unfuccefsful,  they  were  not  repeated. 

My  firfl;  care  was  to  examine  the  flate  of 
the  Caflles.  A view  of  the  Soldiers,  ap- 
pointed 
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pointed  for  their  defence,  was  fufficîent  to 
perceive  there  was  no  greater  refource  to 
be  hoped  from  Difcipline  and  good  Order, 
than  from  the  Condition  of  the  Fortifica- 
tions. Terror  had  feized  on  every  mind  to 
fuch  a degree  that  they,  openly,  talked  of 
abandoning  the  Batteries,  on  the  firfi:  dif- 
charge  of  the  Enemy’s  Cannon. 

The  Permanence  of  the  Turkifh  Garri- 
fons,  by  making  each  Soldier  an  eftablifhed 
Citizen,  furnilhes  him  with  too  many  in- 
terefiing  Objets,  which  demand  his  care, 
for  him  to  devote  himfelf  entirely  to  the 
Defence  of  the  Citadel  in  which  he  is  fta- 
tioned } his  concerns  extend  beyond  the 
Walls  he  defends,  nor  can  he  be  con- 
fined by  Difcipline,  which,  among  the 
Turks,  though  alv/ays  feyere,  is  never 
exad:. 

The  fiightefi:  confideration,  of  the  con- 
flrudion  of  the  Dardanelles,  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  us  perceive  the  reafon  of 
this  Defertion  which  threatened  us.  Walls 
without  mortar,  raifed  more  than  thirty 
feet 'above  the  Batteries,  which  vyere  level 
with  the  Sea,  were  expeded  to  tumble  on 
■ D 3 the 
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the  Cannon  and  Gunners  at  the  firfl  Broad- 
fide  of  the  Ruffians  ; fo  that  the  Turks 
were  in  more  Danger,  from  fuch  a De- 
fence, than  from  the  Attack  of  their  Ene- 
mies. 

An  Artillery,  formidable  in  Appearance 
from  the  width  of  its  bore,  but  little  to  be 
dreaded,  after  the  firft  Difcharge,  from  the 
flownefs  with  which  thefe  enormous  Pieces 
muft  be  ferved,  formed  the  principal  Batte- 
ries on  each  fide  of  the  Channel.  The  fire  of 
the  Caftles,  called  the  Dardanelles,  could 
reach  to  the  oppofite  fliore  ; but  fcarcely 
> to  the  middle  of  the  Strait,  from  the  two 
Caftles  eredted  near  its  mouth. 

This  Artillery,  all  of  brafs,  without  Trun- 
nions or  Carriages,  laid  upon  hollowed 
pieces  of  wood,  with  their  Breeches  fe- 
CLired  by  large  fiones,  to  prevent  their  re- 
coil ; a number  of  othèr  pieces,  lying  in 
the  fund,  together  with  feveral  Mortars, 
feemed  more  like  the  Ruins  of  a Siege,  than 
Preparations  for  a Defence. 

Such  was  the  date  of  the  Dardanelles 
when  I arrived  ; and  the  Ruffian  Squadron, 
confiding  of  feven  fliips  of  the  Line,  two 
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of  which  were  three  Deckers,  and  two 
Frigates,  had  only  to  take  advantage  of  the 
favourable  Wind,  with  which  they  re- 
mained at  the  mouth  of  the  Strait,  to  in- 
fure  the  fuccefs  Admiral  Elphinfton  had 
promifed  himfelf,  and  to  oppofe  which  the 
Turks  had  made  no  Efforts. 

The  Strait  of  the  Dardanelles,  fituated 
fifty  leagues  to  the  Weft  of  Conftantinople, 
between  the  Archipelago  and  the  little  fea 
of  Marmora,  extends  from  the  Coaft  of 
Troy  to  Gallipoli  over  againft  Lampfacus. 
This  fpace,  about  twelve  leagues,  of  an  un- 
equal breadth,  contains  different  points,  in 
which  the  Continents  of  Europe  and  Afia, 
which  this  Strait  feparates,  approach  to 
within  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred  Fathoms.  Three  leagues  from  its 
mouth,  on  the  fide  next  the  Archipelago, 
at  the  narrowed  part  of  the  Strait,  have 
been  built  the  two  Caftles  called  the  Dar- 
danelles ; the  Cannon  of  each  of  which 
commanded  the  oppofitè  fhore.  Thefc 
were,  for  a long  time,  the  only  Barrier  to 
fecure  Conftantinople  ; but  the  Turks, 
becoming  more  fearful,  though  not  more 
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' enlightened,  at  length,  built  two  others, 
near  the  Mouth  ; but  as  they  are  at  the 
diftance  of  fifteen  hundred  Fathoms,  their 
Fire  is  uncertain,  and  their  Defence  in- 
fufficient. 

I have  already  mentioned  the  two  Turkifli 
fhips  of  War,  which,  having  been  delayed 
in  fitting  out,  were  hindered  from  joining 
the  Fleet  and  fharing  in  its  Deftrudion  at 
Tchefmai.  Thefe  Ships  were  moored  be- 
tween the  two  Caftles,  but  fo  much  with- 
out the  Strait  that  they  might  eafily  be 
taken  by  the  Enemy’s  fquadron.  My  firfi; 
care  was  to  give  orders  for  them  to  re-enter 
the  Strait,  that  their  Cannon  might  fufiain 
that  of  the  Cafile,  and  command  the  En-, 
trance;  but  a farther  examination  of  the 

Crews  and*  Officers  convinced  me  this  was 

« 

impofiible  for  them  to  perform.  The 
Wind,  though  favourable,  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  change  their  Situation,  which 
Situation  became  exceflively  critical  the 
third  day  after  my  Arrival. 

While  I was  at  the  Caftle,  on  the  Eu- 
ropean Shore,  the  Ruffian  Squadron,  failing 
in  a line  from  the  Gulph  of  Enos,  coafied 
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along  the  Shore  of  Europe  towards  the 
Headland  of  the  Caille,  and  feemed,  by 
this  Manœuvre,  rather  to  intend  to  take  the 
two  fhips,  than  force  the  PalTage;  each  of 
which  Defigns  was  equally  eafy  to  execute. 
Thofe  Ships  could  no  more  have  oppofeda 
fingle  Frigate  than  the  Cailles  could  the 
whole  Squadron. 

The  only  advantage  which  remained. to 
us,  and  the  moll  important  for  us  to  pre- 
ferve,  was  the  Enemy’s  Ignorance  of  our 
Weaknefs.  The  manner  of  their  Squadron’s 
advancing  Ihewed  they  were  fearful  of  ex- 
poling  themfelves  to  the  fire  of  our  heavy 
Batteries  ; yet  had  I nothing  to  employ 
againll  them  but  a lingle  Iron  Culverin, 
which,  however,  would  carry  a Ball  of  lixty 

This  had  been  placed  without  the  Caille, 
6r  rather,  entirely  abandoned  by  the  Turks. 
It  relied  on  two  pieces  of  Timber,  and  was 
levelled  point  blank  againll  the  Squadron. 
A Cape,  about  a hundred  Fathoms  in  ad- 
vance, where  were  placed  Ibme  Cannon  of 
a fmaller  fize,  prevented  this  Culverin  from 
being  difcovered  by  the  Ruffians,  till  they 

had 
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had  got  through  the  entrance,  and  were 
expofed  to  its  fire.  But  as  this  Headland 
permitted  the  Top  of  the  Walls  and  the 
houfes  near  the  Fortrefs  to  be  feen,  the 
Squadron  began  its  Cannonade;  which, 
though  brifk,  could  do  no  damage,  and 
would  only  have  ferved,  if  any  thing  could, 
toaccuftom  the  Turks  to  the  fire  of  Artil-. 
lery  ; but  they  ran  away  on  the  firft  dif- 
charge,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  I pre- 
vailed on  feven  or  eight  men  to  ftay  and 
ferve  the  Culverin,  the  only  means  of  De- 
fence I had  left. 

I was  fiill  obliged  to  wait  till  the  Enemy 
expofed  themfelves  to  its  direction  ; for  this 
Piece  was  immoveable;  this,  however, 
rendered  its  firft  difcharge  more  certain, 
which  was  made  on  the  Frigate  of  the  Van- 
guard, and  immediately  drove  it  a-ftern  ; 
and  the  fécond  was  foon  ready  for  the  fhip 
which  followed.  The  Ruffians  ftill continued 
•their  cannonade  over  the  Cape,  and  the 
Fleet  tacked  about,  after  having  fent  feven  or 
eight  hundred  Balls  and  Bombs  above  our 
heads,  feveral  of  which  I perceived  burft 
in  the  air,  and  fome  were  brought  me 
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which  had  not  gone  off.  This  attempt, 
repeated  three  days  fucceffively,  in  the  fame 
order,  and  at  the  fame  hour,  obliging  me 
to  occupy  this  Poft,  hindered  meTrom 
preparing  more  effential  means  of  defence, 
and  I made  ufe  of  an  Expedient  which  I 
thought  might  remove  the  Enemy  from 
the  Coaft. 

On  my  arrival,  in  the  Evening,  at  the 
Dardanelles,  I caufed  a fmall  piece  of  Can- 
non, taken  from  the  Venetians,  to  be 
brought  out;  and  after  having  heated  fome 
Bullets  red  hot,  and  charged  the  Piece,  I 
gave  the  Spe(flators,  who  always  followed 
me  in  Crouds,  a flight  Specimen  of  red 
hot  Balls.  The  Pacha  and  the  Turks,  who  * 
were  prefent  at  this  Experiment,  thought 
the  Ottoman  Empire  already  avenged  for 
the  Deftrudion  of  its  Fleet. 

During  the  night.  Grating,  Charcoal,  and 
Bellows,  were  carried  to  the  Batteries  at  the 
Cape,  which  had  hitherto  been  cannonaded 
by  the  Ruffians.  But,  while  the  Turks 
were  afîiduous  in  the  execution  of  my  or- 
ders, fome  Greeks  were  not  lefs  fo,  to  give 
notice  of  them,  to  the  Ruffians  ; their  Fleet 
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no  more  approached  the  Coaft,  and  they 
feemed  only  intent  on  .the  Siege  of  Lemnos. 
The  fil’d:  ufe  I made  of  this  CeiTation  was  to 
infure  the  Safety  of  the  two  Ships,  which 
feemed  to  be  the  Apple  of  Difcord.  I pro- 
cured four  hundred  Jews,  notwithftandiiig 
it  was  their  Sabbath,  to  aflifi:  in  towing 
them  out  of  danger  ^ and,  as  they  were  thus 
removed  from  the  courfe  of  the. Current,  a 
frefh  Gale,  which  arofe  fome  days  after- 
wards, carried  thefe  veficls  up  to  the  fé- 
cond Cailles,  where  their  Artillery  was 
more  necefiary. 

The  Surplus  of  Waters  which  the  Black 
Sea  receives,  and  wLich  cannot  be  evapo- 
rated, pouring  into  the  Mediterranean, 
through  the  Bofphorus  of  Thrace  and  the 
Propontis,  forms,  at  the  Dardanelles,  Cur- 
rents fo  violent,  that,  frequently.  Ships  can 
fcarcely  ftem  them,  with  all  their  fails 
let.  Pilots  iliould  likewife  obferve,  when 
they  have  a fufiicient  Wind,  to  fail  in  fuch 
a manner  as  to  prefent  the  lead:  refillance 
pofiible  to  the  Force  of  the  Waters.  To 
eifeâ:  this,  it  is  evident,  the  diredion  of  the 
Currents  rnuil  be  confidered  3 which,  driven 
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back  from  one  jutting  Shore  to  another,  are 
the  grand  Obftacles  to  the  Navigation  of 
the  Straits  ; and  expofe  thofe  to  great  Dan- 
ger who  negledt  to  allow  for  their  EfFeâs. 

This,  indeed,  was  the  only  kind  of  In- 
ftrudion  I could  receive  from  the  Pilots  of 
the  two  Turkhh  Veflels;  and  n|y  Obfer- 
vations,  on  their  pafling  up.the  Straits,  fug- 
gefted  Hints  extremely  ufeful  for  their  de- 
fence. I perceived  that  a Battery,  eredted 
on  the  Headland  called  the  Barber’s  Point, 
to  correfpond  with  another,  at  a convenient 
didance,  on  the  European  Side,  would  give 
the  Turks  the  power  of  raking  every  Ship 
which  iliould  endeavour  to  force  a Padage, 
while  the  Ship  or  Ships  could  not  fire  their 
Broadfides  without  expofing  the'VeÜei’s. 
fide  to  the  Currents,  confequently  to  be 
driven  back  by  their  Violence  ; and  the  fame 
fituation  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  the 
Turkifli  Artillery,  to  employ  its  Bar-fliot, 
with  great  efFe(fl:,  on  their  Sails,  expanded 
by  the  brille  Gale,  neceffary  to  attempt 
forcing  their  way,  and  which,  foon  de- 
ffroved,  would  leave  them  in  certain  danger 
of  being  fliipwrecked  on  the  Coad. 
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I had  likewife  another  powerful  Motive 
for  adopting  this  Syftem  of  Defence. 
Thefe  Batteries  would  command  the  An- 
choring Place  of  the  White  Spots  (1)  and 
indeed,  the  whole  Space  between  them 
and  the  Dardanelles,  and  render  Conftan- 
tinople  entirely  fecure,  if  the  Turks  would 
only  ferve  the  Artillery  I was  about  to 
have  brought  thither  in  any  pafTable  man- 
ner. 

Another  Headland,  called  Mill-Point, 
nearer  the  Dardanelles,  on  the  European 
Shore,  feemed  convenient  for  conftrudling 
another  Battery,  as  it  might  extend  its  fire 
to  that  at  Barber’s  Point,  and  the  Caftlc  of 
Afia.  I alfo  determined  to  eredt  a fourth 
on  the  Banks  of  the  Simois,  to  cover  the 
Fortrefs  which  joins  to  it,  and  which,  for 
the  reafon  I have  already  mentioned,  is  not 
tenable. 

(1)  A Cove,  in  the  Straits,  on  the  Coaft  of  Afia  j be- 
tween the  firft  and  fécond  Caftles.  It  is  the  only  an- 
choring Place,  where  the  Enemy  could  eftablifh  them- 
felves,  after  having  forced  the  Paflage  of  the  firft  En- 
trance. 
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While  1 was  employed  in  making  thelè 
Difpolitions,  and  the  necelTary  Orders  were 
ififuing  for  aflembling  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  Villages,  who  were  obliged 
to  labour  in  thefe  works,  Moldovandgi 
Pacha,  defirous  to  acquire  feme  notice, 
projected  the  rebuilding  of  the  ruined 
Walls  of  an  Old  Genoefe  Caftle,  fituated  on 
the  Heights  of  a Cape,  within  Sight  of  the 
Archipelago,  butfo  lofty,  and  diftant,  that 
its  Cannon  muft  be  confiderably  elevated 
for  the  balls  to  reach  the  Sea.  Moldo- 
vandgi laid  his  Plan  before  me,  and 
though  it  was  both  expenfive  and  ufelefs,  I 
bellowed  on  it  many  commendations,  and 
yielded  to  the  requefl  of  the  Pacha  that  I 
would  climb  the  Rock  and  fee  what  he  had 
done. 

I found,  there,  two  or  three  hundred 
Mafons,  building  on  the  old  Foundations, 
an  uncemented  Wall,  eighteen  inches 
thick  ; while,  at  the  fame  time,  a great 
number  of  Carpenters  were  conllru6ling  a 
Lodgement  for  the  Garrifon,  within  the 
Wall.  But  what  I thought  mod  remarkable 
was  the  hade  of  the  Pacha  to  white-wafh 
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his  new  Wall.  We  may  perceive,  by  this, 
that  he  did  not  wifh  to  made  his  Bat- 
tery. The  Enemy  might  difeover  it  at 
Sea,  when  ten  leagues  diftant,  but  certain- 
ly would  not  think  its  appearance  very 
formidable  ; though  this  was  the  only 
Intention  of  Moldovan dgi.  Indeed,  the 
Turks  were  fo  terrified,  that  any  m.ethod  of 
keeping  the  Enemy  at  a diftance  appeared 
preferable  to  the  means  of  deflroying  them, 
if  they  attempted  to  force  a PalTage,  which 
was  nearly  impraâ:icable,  by  the  natural  Si- 
tuation of  the  Straits. 

Thefe  Confiderations  determined  me  to 
conftruâ:  the  Batteries  twenty-two  feet 
thick.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Villages  were  already  at  work,  to  raife 
Epaulements  of  Earth  and  Fafeinesi  but 
they  were  hardly  allowed  a few. Tents  to 
proted:  them  from  the  Weather.  Govern- 
ment took  no  care  to  provide  any  Subfift- 
ence  for  thefe  its  wretched  Slaves,  whofe  ne- 
gleded  Harveds  periflied  before  their  Eyes. 

The  Baron  de  Pontécoulant,  who  had 
accompanied  the  Comte  de  Saint-Prieft  to 
Conftantinople,  propofing  to  return  to 
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France,  was  unwilling  to  leave  the  Otto- 
man Empire  in  lb  precarious  a Situation, 
without  making  rhe  a vifit,  and  obferving, 
on  the  Spot,  the  actual  date  of  the  Darda- 
nelles. He  af rived  when  my  Plan  was  fo 
far  compleated  that  he  might  form  a Judge- 
ment of  its  Propriety.  It  was  eafy  for  him 
to  perceive  the  Cowardice,  Diforder,  and 
habit ual  Negligence  of  the  Turks. 

The  Pacha,  only  intent  on  waflaing  white 
the  wretched  Walls  he  had  cred:ed,  out 
of  the  reach  of  Cannon,  thought  himfelf 
fufKciently  obliging  in  not  contradicting 
me  ; and  the  Commiffioner,  from  the  Porte, 
who  was  ordered  to  fpare  no  Expences, 
which  I judged  neceffary,  negleCted  thofe 
that  might  have  been  ufeful,  and  loaded 
his  Lift  with  Items,  which  he  thought  fpe- 
cious,  but  for  which  he  paid  nothing. 

The  Manners  of  the  Turks  were  certain- 
ly their  moft  dangerous  Enemies,  and  thofe 
which  gave  me  the  greateft  uneafinefs.  But, 
as,  in  difficult  Situations,  it  is  always  a fault 
to  negleCt  making  ufe  of  the  moft  trifling 
Means,  which  may  prove  ferviceable,  I 
endeavoured  to  tui*n  the  arrival  of  the  Baron 
VoL.  II.  Part  III.  E de 
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de  Pontécoulant  to  my  advantage;  and, 
after  having  informed  him  of  the  nature  of 
my  Scheme,  prefented  him  to  the  Pacha, 
as  a Surveyor,  fent  by  the  French  Ambaf- 
fador,  to  examine  the  State  of  the  Darda- 
nelles, and  make  a Report  to  the  Grand 
Seignior  ; after  which  he  was  to  fet  out  for 
France,  to  give  the  like  information  to  the 
Emperor  my  Mafler.  M.  de  Pontécoulant 
played  his  part  to  perfection,  and  tefti- 
fied  all  that  DilTatisfaction  which  we  agreed 
he  (hould.  Our  Stratagem  had  the  good 
effect  of  rendering  the  Pacha  more  active, 
and  as  he  thought  it  became  him  to  fhew 
the  Baron  the  greateft  refpect,  when  he 
came  to  take  leave  of  him,  he  delired  me 
to  prefent  him  with  a fmall  Sum  of  money, 
which,  with  the  Turks,  is  always  the  height 
of  Civility.  We  were  by  no  means  of  the 
fame  Opinion,  but,  as  a Refufal  would 
have  led  the  Pacha  to  imagine  we  were  de- 
termined to  do  him  an  Injury  at  the  Porte, 
and  mull  have  made  him  very  untractable, 
1 perfuaded  M.  de  Pontécoulant  to  over- 
come his  repugnance  to  this  kind  of  Orien- 
tal Politenefs  ; and  his  Boatmen,  who  pro- 
fited 
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fîted  by  the  Prefent,  found  their  advantage 
in  French  Delicacy. 

This  Journey,  which  had  no  motive  but 
Curiofity,  though  I had  found  means  to 
render  it  ferviceable  to  my  Defigns,  was, 
afterwards,  the  occafion  of  great  Uneahnefs 
to  the  Grand  Seignior.  For  M.  de  Ponté- 
coulant,  meeting  with  contrary  winds,  from 
the  North,  was  obliged  to  land  on  the  Eu- 
ropean fide,  above  Gallipoli,  and  take  horfes 
for  Conftantinople.  At  the  Gate  of  An- 
drinople  he  was  fiiopt  and  examined  by  the 
Guards  of  the  Cufloms,  who,  furprized  to 
fee  an  European,  enquired  who  he  was,  and 
whence  he  came,  and,  on  his  anfwering  that 
he  was  the  Beyzadai  of  France,  f and  that 
he  came  from  the  Dardanelles,  the  Guards, 
perfuaded  it  mufl;  be  me,  fuffered  him 
to  pafs  without  further  enquiry,  and  im- 
mediately hallened  to  inform  the  Grand 
Vifir  of  my  return,  who  diredtly  carried  the 
news  to  the  Grand  Seignior. 

The  Confternation  became  general  ^ it  was 
not  doubted  but  that  the  Dardanelles  were 

(m)  Gentleman  of  France,  by  which  name  I had  been 
a longtime  called  by  the  Turks. 
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forced,  and  his  Highnefs  inftantîy  fent  a 
perfon,  in  whom  he  could  confide,  to  M. 
de  Saint  Prieft,  to  enquire  the  particulars  ; 
when  the  Ambaflador,  by  explaining  the 
Error,  and  communicating  to  the  Grand 
Seignior  the  obfervations  of  M.  de  Ponté- 
coulant,  relieved  the  Emperor  and  his  Mi- 
nifters  from  their  Appréhendons. 

I was  one  evening  with  Moldovangi- 
Pacha,  near  whom  I redded,  and  who  be- 
gan to  place  fome  confidence  in  me,  when 
a Turk  prefented  himfclf,  and  claimed  the 
Promife  he  had  made  him  to  fpeak  to  me 
in  his  behalf.  Yes,  faid  the  Pacha,  I mufi: 
recommend  this  man  to  your  notice  ; you 
will  find  him  extremely  ufeful,  he  has  a 
furprizing  Genius  for  throwing  of  Bombs, 
and  a lefiTon  or  two  from  you  will  render 
him  amazingly  expert.  We  have  feen  a 
proof  of  his  Abilities  that  w^ould  have 
given  the  greatefi:  Satisfaction,  but  fur  an 
accident,  the  caufe  of  which  we  cannot 
difeover,  for  the  Mortar  burft,  and  killed 
feven  Perfons  on  the  fpot. 

During  this  Difeourfe,  I examined  my 
man  of  Abilities,  and  perceived,  from  the 
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form  of  his  Turban,  that  he  was  a Crier  of 
a Mofque.  I congratulated  him,  on  his 
good  fortune,  in  efcaping  his  dangerous 
Experiment;  and  queftioned  him  concern- 
ing the  method  he  ufed.  I provided,  an-' 
fwered  he,  every  thing  that  was  neceflary  ; 
and,  though  this  Misfortune  happened  to 
the  very  firft  Bomb  I fired,  I am  certain 
I omitted  nothing  proper  to  render  my 
Attempt  fuccefsful.  ' * 

Well,  faid  I,  let  me  know  how  you  pro- 
ceeded, In  the  firft  place,  replied  he,  the 
Mortar  being  fet  on  its  Carriage,  I pointed 
it  towards  the  Sea,  filled  the  Charriber  with 
Powder,  and  rammed  it  down  with  Earth, 
beaten  with  a Mallet  : after  which  I filled, 
in  like  manner,  with  Powder,  a Bomb, 
of  the  fame  Caliber. 

• You  fee,  interrupted  the  Pacha,  that  he 
knew  very  well  what  he  was  about.  Pro- 
ceed, faid  i,  to  this  Favourite. 

I placed,  continued  he,  the  Bomb  in  the 
Mortar,and  fetfire  to  it.  How  ! cried  I,  with- 
out a Fufee  ? You  deferve  to  have  been  the 
firft  vvhohadfallenaVidlim  tovouiT^norance. 
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And  can  it  be  poffible,  then,  with  fo  great 
a number  of  Mortars,  intended  for  the  de-r 
fence  of  the  Caftles,  you  do  not  pofTefs  one 
fingle  Bombardier,  who  knows,  at  leaft, 
that  Bombs  are  not  to  be  fired  without  Fu- 
fees  ? This  proves,  though,  faid  the  Pacha, 
that  he  wants  but  little  to  become  an  able 
Engineer  ; and  I mufi:  repeat  the  requefi: 
Ï have  already  made,  that  you  would  give 
him  a few  Inftruéfions. 

Forced  to  give  way,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
fo  much  abfurdity,  I fent  to  fearch  for  the 
.Keeper  of  the  Magazine;  v/e  examined  its 
contents,  but  could  not  find  even  the  Ma- 
terials proper  for  the  Compofition  of  Fufees. 
The  Pacha,  however,  would  take  no  denial, 
and  defired  I would  immediately  make  an 
Experiment.  I had,  afiuredly,  fo  little  con- 
cern whether  I gave  him  fatisfaéîion  or  not, 
that  it  was  fcarcely  worth  while  troubling 
myfelf  about  it;  but,  as  much  is  always  to 
be  lofi,  by  denying  fuch  cequefts  to  igno- 
rant People,  I ordered  my  Carpenter  to  fet 
up  a clumfy  Lathe,  turned  a few  Fufees, 
procured  fome  Saltpetre  and  Sulphur,  pre- 
pared my  Compofition,  and  charged  feveral 
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Fufees  before  my  Pupil,  making  him  ob- 
ferve  whatever  was  requifite  in  the  Opera- 
tion. 

In  the  evening  the  Bombs  were  thrown, 
to  the  great  Satisfadion  of  Moldovangi, 
who  only  waited  for  a like  Performance, 
from  his  Crier  of  the  Mofque,  ^ to  give  him 
the  poft  of  principal  Bombardier.  But, 
fuch  was  the  aukwardnefs  of  this  man, 
that,  after  feveral  days  trial,  he  was' not 
able  to  charge  a Fufee  in  fuch  a manner  as 
to  be  ufeful.  Difcouraged  by  fuch  fruitlefs 
Application,  though  not  the  lefs  defirous 
of  Glory,  he  had  again  recourfe  to  his  Pro- 
teâor;  and,  exclaiming  againft  the  diffi- 
culty of  my  method,  defired  him  to  get  me 
to  ffiew  him  foine  way  of  firing  Bombs 
without  Fufees.  But  what  will  appear  ftill 
more  furprizing,  is,  that  Moldovangi,  the 
Vifir,  who  had  raifed  the  Siege  of  Kotchim, 
and  afterwards  commanded  the  Ottoman' 
Army,  v/as  fimple  enough  to  make  me 
this  Requeft. 

It  will  be  feen  by  this  Anecdote,  alone, 
how  little  capable  the  Turks  were  to  de- 
fend themfelves  ; and  how  necefiary  it  was 
' E 4 to 
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to  conceal  this  weaknefs  from  the  Ene- 
my. 

It  was  not,  however,  much  to  be  feared 
the  Foe  fhould  gain  any  dangerous  Infor- 
mation from  the  Greeks,  though  they  were 
known  to  be  Spies;  accuftomed  to  bend 
under  the  yoke  of  Ottoman  Deipotifm,  and 
poffeffing  as  little  knowledge  as  the  Turks, 
they  looked  on  whatever  appertained  to  the 
later  with  refped:.  But  it  was  necehltry  to 
have  a watchful  eye  over  the  Europeans, 
and  prevent  their  betraying  our  fituation. 
With  this  view  an  Embargo  was  laid  on  all 
Shipping,  immediately  alter  the  burning 
of  the  Fleet.  A great  number  of  VelTels, 
of  all  Nations,  were  detained  at  the  Darda- 
nelles ; and  the  Turks  had  long  ceaied  to 
navigate  the  Archipelago  (n). 

(nj  During  the  whole  W<ir,  neutral  Veflels  only  were 
employed  in  cariyingCorn  on  the  Grand  Seignior’s  ac- 
count ; ajid  the  Porte  gave  the  French  a preference  ve- 
ry profitable  to  their  Mtrch  nts,  who  were  fettled 
at  Confantinoplc.  1 muft  not  omit  to  mention,  in 
this  N<>te,  a Speculation  ot  Commerce,  capable  of  en- 
lightening the  P dicy  ot  Nations.  An  Englifh  Veficl, 
load:  (!  V*  ith  Rice,  from  Carolina,  fiiled  dirt  illy  foj  Con- 
Pantiiiop.e,  induced  ny  the  account  publilhcd  in  the 
ÎV  vvipaiK-ris,  She  was  coniigned  to  no  cue,  but  I'old 
her  Cargo  in  the  Harbour. 


The 


BARON  DE  TOT  T.' 


57 


The  Supplies  which  I had  requefted  from 
the  Porte  were  arrived,  and  I expected  no- 
thing farther  to  be  fent,  when  I perceived 
a large  Saique  foj,  with  all  its  fails  fet, 
coming  down  the  Strait.  I obferved  this 
Veflel  did  not  endeavour  to  make  the  ufual 
anchoring-place,  but  continued  in  the  Cur- 
rent, and  diredlcd  its  courfe  between  the 
caftles.  I then  fuppofed  it  was  loaded  with 
Ammunition,  but  prefently  difeerned  it 
had  Grapplings  at  the  Yard-arms  ; and  I 
imagined  that  the  Porte,  recolleding 
the  demand  I had  made  of  the'  Maltefe’ 
Slav'e,''  to  affift  me  in  building  Firefhips, 
had,  on  his  difclaiming  any  knowledge-  of 
the  kind,  found  one  to  fupply  his  place. 
But  I was  not  a little  furprized  to  fee  the 
Commander  hoill  his  Grapplings  when 
iixty  leagues  diftant  from  any  Enemy. 

His  V'efîèl,  however,  having  pafl'ed  the 
Anchoring- place,  a Gun  was  fired,  from 

(o)  A.  kind  of  Turki/h  VelTel  much  ufed  in  the  Black 
Sea,  though  the  manner  of  it;  Conitrudtion  is  not  pro- 
per for  anv  Purpofe  of  Navigation  j in  bad  weathvr  they 
are  frequently  wrecked,  as  they  are  only  fit  to  fail  be- 
fore tne  Wind, 
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each  fide,  as  a fignal  for  him  to  bring 
to  ; but  he  took  no  notice.  I went  into  the 
Caftle  of  Afia  to  obferve  this  Incendiary 
more  diftindtly^  a fécond  Gun  was  fired 
with  Ball,  and  when  I faw  that  he  paid  no 
regard  to  that,  or  a third,  which  fucceeded 
it,  but  was  ready  to  pafs  us,  I determined 
to  fire  upon  him,  fo  as  to  do  as  little  Da- 
mage as  poflible.  The  Gunner  was  luckily 
fo  dexterous  as  only  to  carry  away  a part  of 
his  Prow;  but  the  confufion  which  this 
occafioned  in  his  Ship  prefen tly  brought 
him  in  ; and  a Detachment  of  the  Guard, 
which  I fent  on  board,  to  fecure  the  Cap- 
'tain,  after  having  moored  the  Vefiel,  con- 
ducted to  me  this  zealous  Muffulman. 

We  muft  form  to  ourfelves  an  Image  of 
ignorant  Fanaticifm,  devoting  itfelf,  and 
imagining  that  it  can,  without  other  af- 
fiftance,  deftroy  the  whole  Fleet  of  the 
Enemy,  to  conceive  the  rage  of  this  En- 
thufiaft,  when  he  perceived  himfelf  hinder- 
ed from  proceeding,  and  brought  before  a 
Chriftian  for  Examination.  Heconfidered 
us  all  as  Traitors,  who,  in  league  with  the 
Ruffians,  prevented  him  from  avenging  the 
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True-believers  for  their  difgrace  at  Tchef- 
mai;  he  reproached  the  Turks  around  me, 
for  fhewing  me  fo  much  refpedl  ; ail  en- 
deavours to  footh  him  were  in  vain  : and  it 
was  not  till  the  next  day  that  he  could  be 
brought  to  hear  reafon,  and  was  fufficiently 
cooled  to  perceive  the  Madnefs  of  his  Un- 
dertaking. 

Notwithftanding  the  care  which,  the 
Commiffioner  from  the  Porte  had  taken, 
to  colledl  the  Inhabitants  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Villages,  who  were  capable  of  labour, 
and  employing,  befides,  feveral  Jews,  in 
railing  the  Epaulements  of  the  Batteries, 
the  number  of  Workmen  ftill  remained  too 
fmall,  and  not  fufficient  to  carry  on  all  the 
Works  at  once.  Thofe  at  Barber’s  Point 
went  forward,  though  the  Plague  daily 
carried  off  feveral  of  the  Labourers  (p). 
Obliged  to  be  conftantly  with  them,  this 
malady  was  not  the  leaf!  inconvenience  of 
my  fituationj  but  I could  not  avoid  that 
communication  which  was  neceffary,  and 

(p)  It  has  fometimes  deftroyed  twenty  in  a day,  at 
Barber’s  Point  alone,  feveral  of  whom  did  not  live  three 
^ours  after  the  firfl:  Symptoms  of  the  Difeafe. 
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only  abftained  from  thbfe  which  were  not 
of  ule  to  my  defighs  ; and  when  any  ftorm 
fent  the  Workmen  to  fhelter  themfelves 
under  their  Tents,  I continued  in  the 
Rain,  and.  believe  I may  attribute  to  this 
fingle  precaution  my  having  efcaped  the 
Diftemper. 

I have  already  obferved  that  the  Go- 
vernment took  no  care  about  the  Subhft- 
ence  of  the  Labourers,  for  which  the  latter 
were  not  fparing  of  their  Curfes  ; and  I de- 
termined to  feize  this  opportunity  of  pro- 
curing their  Blefiîngs,  by  loading,  every 
morning,  the  Boat  that  carried  me,  with 
Water-melons  and  Bread,  which  I diftri- 
buted  among  the  Workmen  before  I ap- 
pointed them  their  W ork. 

A Turk,, who  dwelt  in  the  European 
Caftle,  and  was  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Diftridt,  after  having  carefully  obferved  my 
manner  of  Proceeding,  and  made  fome  at- 
tempts to  tie  and  place  SaucLlTons,  requeued 
me  to  give  up  to  him  the  finifliing  the  Bat- 
tery 1 had  begun  at  Mill  Point,  htuated  in 
his  neighbourhood.  My  Workmen  are  rea- 
dy, faid  he,  and  I will  anfwer  for  their  per-  . 
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forming  what  I undertake,  if  you  will  only 
come  fometimes  to  fee  how  we  go  on. 

The  zeal  and  application  of  this  Turk 
had  difpofed  me  much  in  his  favour,  and  I- 
willingly  accepted  his  Offer.  The  next 
day  in  the  morning  the  Shore  was  covered 
with  Carts  loaded  with  Branches  of  Trees, 
and  the  new  Engineer  appeared  holding  the 
bands,  and  (bowing  the  ufe  of  the  whole  to 
the  Labourers.  ' Scrupuloufly  attached  to 
my  methods,  my  Scholar  did  not  even  ne- 
gleâ  to  regale  the  poor  People  he  employed 
at  his  own  expence. 

This  Battery  was  one  of  thofe  bed  exe- 
cuted, and  the  Commifiioner  of  the  Porte, 
aftoniflied  at  the  zeal  and  underftanding  of 
the  Turk,  and  more  amazed,  without  doubt, 
at  the  expence  he  was  at,  out  of  pure 
Generoiity,  wrote  an  account  of  it  to  the 
Porte,  and  received  orders  to  commend  his 
Zeal,  and  prefent  him  with  three  hundred 
Piaftres  as  an  Indemnification. 

The  Turk  however,  being  fent  for,  after 
having  coldly  received  the  Compliments  of 
the  Comraiflioner,  concluded  by  an  abfolute 
refufal  of  the  Prefent  which  was  offered. 

V 
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He  added,  he  fhould  lofe  all  the  Merit  of 
what  he  had  done  if  he  accepted  any  Re- 
ward ; and  that  it  would  be  too  difgraceful, 
for  the  Ottomn  Empire,  to  fee  a French- 
man rilking  his  Life  and  Fortune  in  its 
defence,  while  no  Turk  would  contribute 
towards  it,  either  by  his  Abilities  or  his 
Subftance. 

In  fpite  of  all  Entreaties  the  Patriot  ftill 
continued  inflexible;  the  Commiflioner had 
not  yet  recovered  from  his  aftonilhment 
when  I arrived,  and  he  was  greatly  fur- 
prized  to  find  that  I was  not  as  much  a- 
mazed  as  himfelf.  This,  faid  he,  I could 
not  have  conceived,  pointing  at  the  fifteen 
heaps  of  Crowns  ranged  on  the  Ground  : I 
could  not  have  believed  that  any  one  would 
have  refufed  fuch  a Sum  of  Money.  No- 
thing indeed  is  fo  rare  as  to  find  a Turk 
fcnipulous  and  delicate  in  this  Particular. 

The  Troops,  intended  by  the  Grand 
Seignior  for  the  defence  of  the  Strait,  arrived 
from  all  parts;  they  compofcd  a Body  of 
thirty  thoiifand  Men,  of  which  fifteen  thou- 
fand  were  Afiatick  ; and  fifteen  thoufand 
from  European  Turkey.  But  this  Multi- 
tude, 
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tude,  of  whom  what  I have  before  faid  may 
give  fome  Idea,  more  capable  of  producing 
Confufion  than  defending  the  Batteries, 
could  hardly  be  kept  in  order  by  the  Seve- 
rity of  the  Pacha,  who  had  no  other  me- 
thod of  maintaining  his  Authority  but  that 
of  diminifhing  the  number  of  the  Mutinous, 
by  the  frequency  of  Executions, 

Notwithftanding  the  inconvenience  and 
cmbarraflment  we  experienced,  from  the 
want  of  Difcipline  among  thefe  Troops,  it 
was  necelTary  to  impofe  on  the  Enemy  by 
the  appearance  of  numerous  Forces,  and  to 
employ  every  means  to  prevent  Defertion, 
with  which  we  were  conftantly  threatened. 
The  Expedient  which  feemed  to  me  moft 
likely  to  prove  effedlual  was  to  feparate 
them  from  their  refpeétive  Countries  by 
the  Sea,  polling  the  fifteen  thoufind  Afia- 
ticks  in  Europe,  and  the  fifteen  thoufand 
Europeans  in  Alia.  By  this  means  the  dif- 
ficulty of  efcaping  from  the  feverity  with 
which  all  Diforders  were  punilhed,  render  - 
ed  them  lefs  frequent. 

But  nothing  could  cure  thefe  Wretches 
of  their  Cowardice;  they  were  not  alhamed, 
openly,  to  declare  their  unwillingnefs  to 
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ferve  the  Batteries.  I however  laboured  tO' 
compleat  them;  and,  after  having  furround- 
ed  that  at  Barber  s Point  with  a covered- 
way, to  fecure  it  from  a Surprize  by  Land, 
I went  to  the  Caftlcs,  where  1 had  prepared 
' every  thing  for  the  making  of  Carriages  for 
the  Cannon,  of  which  w^e  were  abfoiutely 
deftitute. 

No  Boat  had  now  entered  the  Strait  for  a 
long  time,  when  we  faw  one  appear,  filled 
with  Turks,  mofl  formidably  armed.  They 
brought  in  feven  unfortunate  Greeks,  the 
Owners  of  this  little  Bark.  The  Turk, 
who  feemed  to  have  a command  over  the 
reft,  informed  the  People  that  he  had 
taken  a Ruffian  Prize,  and  wiftied  to  fpeak 
to  the  Pacha.  Being  direcftly  introduced, 
he  affirmed  that  his  Prifoners  were  Ruffian 
Spies.  Sentence  of  Death  was  immediately 
pronounced,  but  he  inftfted  a great  deal  on, 
the  Infolence  of  one  of  thele  pretended 
Spies,  who,  being  Mafter  of  the  Boat,  and 
finding  himfelf  attacked,  had  dared  to  level 
his  Piece  at  him  ; and,  in  revenge  for  this 
Outrage,  he  requefted  Permiffion  of  the 
Pacha  to  be  his  Executioner.  While  they 
wxre  difcufting  the  Grant  of  this  ftrange 
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Favour,  I was  induftrlous  to  obtain  more 
exadt  Information  than  the  Juftice  of  the 
Pacha  thought  neceflary,  in  fo  plain  a cafe  ^ 
and  I learned  that  thefe  unfortunate  Greeks, 
Inhabitants  of  Lefbos,  had  been  out  fifh- 
•ing,  and  had  committed  no  other  crime  but 
that  of  refilling  fome  violence  of  this  Turk, 
who  had  watched  their  motions,  to  attack 
them,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  that  they 
were  Spies  j yet  their  Execution  fo  immedi- 
ately followed  their  Sentence  that  I could 
not  prevent  it  ; and  derived  nothing  from 
my  Enquiries  but  the  wretched  certainty 
that  I had  feen  the  Innocent  perilh. 

It  is  plain,  from  the  defcription  of  the 
Cadies,  that  the  numerous  Artillery,  which 
they  contain,  could  be  no-way  ufeful  in 
the  defence  of  the  Strait,  unlefs  more  ad- 
vantageoudy  difpofed.  ' The  Simois  (that 
* celebrated  River,  which,  neverthelefs,  is 
only  a fmall  channel  where  the  rain  water 
forms  a Torrent)  defcends  from  the  Moun- 
tain, and  falls  into  the  Sea,  below  the  Caf- 
tle  of  Alia.  I thought  it  proper  to  ere<fl 
a Battery,  which,  ferving  for  an  Epaulement 
to  the  Cadle,  might  contain  a part  of  its  Ar- 
VoL.II,  Part  III.  F tillery. 
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tillery,  while  the  approaches  to  it  were  im- 
peded by  this  Brook.  Thus  I could  cover 
the  fide  of  the  Caftle,  the  Artillery  of  which 
commanded  the  Strait  lengthwife. 

It  was,  alfo,  with  this  view  that  the 
Turks  had  placed  there  an  enormous  Piece 
of  Ordnance,  which  would  carry  a Marble 
Ball  of  eleven  hundred  pounds  weight. 
This  Piece,  call  in  brafs,  in  the  reign  of 
Amurath,  was  compofed  of  two  parts,  join- 
ed together  by  a ferew,  where  the  charge  is 
contained,  after  the  manner  of  an  Englifli 
Pihol.  Its  Breech  refted  againft  a ma% 
Bone- work  ; and  it  was  placed  upon  tim- 
bers, cut  and  difpofed  for  that  purpofe, 
under  a fmall  Arch,  which  ferved  as 
an  Embrafure.  I could  not  make  ufe 
of  this  enormous  Cannon  in  the  outworks; 
and,  as  they  were  difpofed  in  fuch  a manner 
as  to  prevent  its  being  fired,  the  Turks 
murmured  at  my  paying  fo  little  regard  to 
a piece  of  x^rtillery,  which,  no  doubt,  had 
not  its  equal  in  the  Univerfe. 

The  Pacha  made  fome  reinonftrances  to 
me,  on  that  head.  He  agreed,  with  me, 
that  the  difficulty  of  charging  it  would  not 
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allow,  in  cafe  of  an  Attack,  to  fire  it  more 
than  once;  but,  he  urged,  this  fingle  dif- 
charge  would  be  fo  deftrudtive,  and  reach 
fb  far,  that  no  one  entertained  a doubt  but 
it  would  be,  alone,  fufficient  to  deftroy  the 
whole  Fleet  of  the  Enemy.  It  was  eafier 
for  me  to  give  way  to  this  Prejudice  than 
overthrow  it,  and,  without  changing  my. 
plan  of  Defence,  I could,  by  cutting  through 
the  Epaulement,  in  the  diredlion  of  this 
Piece,  allow  it  room  to  be  fired;  but  I 
was  willing  firft  to  judge  of  its  EfFedl. 

The  Croud  about  me  trembled  at  this 
Propofal  ; and  the  oldeft  among  them  af- 
ferted,  there  was  a Tradition,  that  this 
Piece,  which  had  never  yet  been  difcharged, 
would  occafion  fuch  a fhock  as  muft  over- 
turn the  Caftle  and  the  City.  It  was,  in- 
deed, poffible  it  might  (hake  fome  hones 
out  of  the  Wall,  but  I afihred  them  they 
would  not  be  regretted  by  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior ; and  that  the  diredtion  of  this  Piece 
would  not  allow  me  to  imagine  the  Ci  ty 
would  fuffer  by  the  Explofion. 

Never,  certainly,  had  any  Cannon  fo  for- 
midable a Reputation.  Friends  and  Ene- 
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mies  were  alike  to  fuffer  from  its  Fury. 

A month  was  now  elapfed  fince  it  was  de- 

* 

termined  to  load  this  Piece  of  Artillery, 
which  required  no  lefs  than  three  hundred 
and  thirty  pounds  weight  of  Powder;  and 
I fent  to  the  Head  Engineer,  to  prepare  a 
Priming.  All  who  heard  me  give  this  Or- 
der immediately  difappeared,  to  avoid  the 
predicted  Danger.  The  Pacha  himfelf 
was  about  to  retreat,  and  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  I perfuaded  him  that  he 
ran  no  rifk,  in  a fmall  Kioik,  near  the  cor- 
ner of  the  Caftle;  from  whence  he  might, 
notwithftanding,  obferve  the  Effects  of  the 
Ball. 

Having  fucceeded  in  this,  nothing  re- 
mained but  to  infpire  the  Engineer  with 
courage  ; who,  though  he  was  the  only  one 
who  had  not  fled,  ffiewed  no  great  Refolu- 
tion  in  the  remonftrances  he  made  to  excite 
my  Pity;  I,  at  lafl:,  rather  filenced  than 
animated  him,  by  promifing  to  expofe  my- 
felf  to  the  fame  Danger.  I took  my  flation 
on  the  (tone- work,  behind  the  Cannon,  and 
felt  a fliock  like  that  of  an  Earthquake.  At 
the  diftance  of  three  hundred  Fathoms  I faw 
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the  Ball  divide  into  three  pieces,  and  thefe 
Fragments  of  a Rock  crofTed  the  Strait,  re- 
bounded from  the  Water  to  the  oppofite 
Mountain,  and  left  the  furface  of  the  Sea 
all  in  a foam  through  the  whole  breadth 
of  the  Channel.  This  experiment,  while 
it  diffipated  the  chimerical  Fears  of  the 
People,  the  Pacha,  and  the  Engineers, 
proved  to  me  likewife  the  terrible  Effets 
of  fuch  a Ball;  and  I cut  through  the 
Epaulement  in  the  diredion  of  the  Piece. 

This  Battery,  which  covered  the  Caftle, 
was  intended  to  contain  a part  of  the  heavy 
Artillery,  in  repairing  the  Carriages  of 
which  I had  been  employed  ever  fince  my 
arrival  at  the  Dardanelles,  with  the  affill:- 
ance  of  a French  Carpenter,  whom  I had 
brought  on  fliore  for  that  purpofe,  and 
whofe  abilities  1 found  extremely  ufeful. 

Among  the  number  of  Pieces,  which 
were  to  be  employed  in  thefe  Batteries,  was 
an  enormous  Culverin,  carrying  a Ball  of 
/ixty  pounds.  This  was  fo  confined  by 
the  Arch,  which  ferved  for  an  Embrafure, 
that  it’s  fituation,  and  it’s  great  weight 
together,  rendered  all  the  means  com- 
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monly  employed  to  remove  thefe  Pieces  in- 
efFecflual.  I fent  to  borrow,  from  the  Men- 
of-War,  the  Apparatus  which  I judged 
neceffary  j but  the  Shipping  of  the  Grand 
Seignior  was  fo  ill  fupplied  that  my  ap- 
plication was  to  no  purpofe  ; and  I could 
not  refrain  from  cenfuring  HalTan-Pacha, 
who  was  then  only  Captain  of  the  Admi- 
ral’s Flag-Ship. 

This  Man,  whom  we  have  flnce  feen 
diftinguilh  himfelf  fo  much  by  his  raffi 
Courage,  proved  to  me,  on  this  occafion, 

’ that  he  thought,  a refolution  to  overcome 
any  difficulty  would  fupply  the  place  of 
that  knowledge  which  can  only  be  acquired 
by  profound  Study.  What  would  you  do, 
faid  he,  with  your  Cordage  and  Blocks? 
What  fignify  thefe  Inventions,  when  we 
have  fo  many  hands  at  command  ? Shew 
me  what  you  wiffi  to  have  removed,  and 
leave  the  reft  to  me. 

How  ! faid  I ; would  you  carry,  by 
ffirength  of  arm,  a Piece  of  Ordnance  which 
weighs  more  than  feyen  thoufand  pounds  ? 
How  many  men  would  you  employ?  Five 
hundred,  if  neceftary,  replied  he  haftily. 

What 
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What  fignifies  the  number,  provided  we  do 
it  ? I find,  faid  I,  to  the  Pacha,  who  was 
prefent  at  this  fingular  Difcuflion,  that  the 
Brave  Hafian  efteems  nothing  an  impoflibi- 
lity.  Let  us  fee  where  his  five  hundred 
men  will  place  their  hands. 

While  Hafifan  colleded  his  Inftruments, 

and  we  prepared  to  go  and  form  a judgment 

of  the  manner  in  which  he  would  employ 

them,  I fent  my  Carpenter  to  procure,  from 

✓ 

on  board  a French  velTel,  fix  Sailors,  with 
the  Cords  and  brafs  Pulleys  for  which  I had 
in  vain  applied  to  the  Turkifh  Admiral. 

Being  arrived,  with  the  Pacha,  at  the 
Culverin,  we  foon  faw  Hafian  coming,  with 
his  llurdy  Companions  : but  the  firfl;  thirty 
who  attempted  to  move  the  Piece,  being,  as 
many  as  could  fi:and  round  it,  reduced  their 
Comrades  to  be  mere  Spectators  of  their 
fruitlefs  endeavours.  This  trial  was  re- 
newed by  others,  with  efforts  equally  in- 
effectual, 

Haffan  was  vexed  at  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
his  attempt,  and  confefi'ed  himfelf  vanquifli» 
ed  ; when  the  fix  Sailors  I had  requefted 
arrived  with  the  neceffary  Tackle,  and  in 
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lefs  than  a quarter  of  an  hour  the  Piece 
was  laid  upon  the  Platform. 

It  was  ftill  to  be  placed  on  its  Carriage, 
when  Haffan,  not  thinking  my  llx  Sailors 
fufEcient  for  fuch  an  Undertaking,  offered 
me  again  the  affiftance  of  his  Attendants. 
P'or  what  purpofe?  faid  1;  four  of  my 
People  will  be  fufficient.  I immediately 
fent  for  a Gin  that  I had  caufed  to  be 
made,  the  ufe  of  which  Machine  was  un- 
^known  to  the  Turks.  Nothing  could 
furpafs  their  aftonifliment  when  they  faw 
this  prodigious  Weight  railed,  with  eafe, 
by  the  ftrength  of  only  four  Men  j and 
this,  though  not  very  remarkable  in  itfelf, 
had  a great  effed:  on  Haffan  and  his  Com- 
panions. 

It  has  been  already  faid,  that  the  Ruffian 
Squadron,  removing  out  of  the  reach  of  my 
red  hot  Balls,  was  gone  to  the  Siege  of 
Lemnos } yet  few  nights  pafh  in  which 
Terror,  that  always  fees  what  it  fears,  did 
not  occahon  fome  Alarm  5 and  as  foon  as 
the  Cannon  of  the  firft  Caftles,  which  pour- 
ed forth  their'  Balls  on  every  Phantom 
the  Guards  imagined  they  faw,  were  heard, 
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thofe  of  the  Dardanelles  thought  the  Ene- 
my already  under  their  Batteries.  The  Con- 
fufion  produced  by  fuch  Panics  fufEciently 
lliewed  what  was  to  be  expedled  from  real 
Danger.  In  order,  therefore,  to  cure  the 
Turks  of  this  habit  of  groundlefs  Terror, 
and  enable  them  to  fee  before  they  feared 
the  Enemy,  I prepared  Fire-balls  to  be 
thrown  on  the  firfl  Alarm.  This  Expedient 
fucceeded  beyond  my  Expeâiations  ; and 
the  means  of  fuddenly  calling  fo  great  a 
Light  towards  the  Enemy,  made  the  Turks 
imagine,  that,  as  they  could  now  fee  with- 
out being  feen,  Night  itfelf  was  rendered 
more  favourable  to  them  than  to  their  Af- 
failants. 

The  Works  were  finifhed,  the  Artillery 
placed,  the  Magazines  ftored,  and  nothing  ■ 
remained  but  to  caufe  the  Batteries  to  be 
manned.  Before  this  could-be  done  it  was 
necefîary-to  prove,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  all 
about  me,  that  Epaulements,  twenty-two 
feet  in  thicknefs,  would  better  fecure  thofe 
who  were  employed  to  defend  them 
than  uncemented  Walls,  which  might 
be  thrown  down  by  the  firft  Volley. 

This 
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Th  is  latter  Prejudice  was  eftablifhed,  and 
I was  certain  that  the  Troops,  intended  to 
defend  the  Batteries,  would  only  repair  to 
them  to  preferve  an  appearance  of  Obedi- 
ence, but  with  a refolution  to  abandon 
them  the  moment  the  Enemy  came  in 
Sight.  I therefore  refolved  on  an  Expedi- 
ent which  would  have  been  ridiculous,  in 
the  highelt  degree,  had  it  not  been  the 
only  one  which  could  fhew  them  their 
Ignorance. 

I appointed  ten  in  the  Morning  for  a 
proof  of  the  Batteries,  and  went,  alone,  to 
that  of  Barber’s  Point,  while  Gunners  were 
employed,  at  the  oppofite  one,  to  point 
the  Artillery  at  the  Epaulement  which 
covered  'me,  and  play  on  it  the  moment 
the  Boat  that  carried  me  was  in  fafety. 

The  Multitude  ran  with  great  eagernefs 
to  this  new  Exhibition,  and  the  Balls, 
which  were  thirty-fix  pounders,  burying 
themfelves  in  the  Epaulement,  behind 
which  I flood,  without  doing  it  any  da- 
mage, convinced  the  Turks  they  might 
take  my  place  without  Danger.  They, 
however,  gave  a very  manifefl  Preference 

to 
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to  the  Battery  which  had  been  proved  j but 
were,  at  length,  fatisfied  there  was  no  dif- 
ference between  that  and  the  others. 

The  difpofition  of  the  Works,  from  the 
Mouth  of  the  Straits  to  Nagara  Point, 
where  the  laft  Batteries  were  erefted,  op- 
pofed  to  the  Enemy  an  interfering  and  con- 
tinued fire  for  the  entire  fpace  of  feven 
Leagues  5 and  it  might  be  prefumed,  that, 
as  the  Ruffians  had  never  attempted  to 
force  a Paffiage  while  the  Straits  were  with- 
out Defence,  they  had  now  given  up  the 
■Projecl.  I likewife  perceived  that  my  Pre- 
fence, at  Conftantinople,  would  be  more 
ufeful  than  at  the  Dardanelles,  in  defending 
the  Caftle,  if  I could  bring  to  perfedion  the 
conftrurion  of  Carriages,  and  the  fchool  of 
Artillery,  two'Objedls,  at  once,  equally 
interefting,  and  equally  negledled. 

As  more  than  fixty  European  Vefiels 
were  detained  in  the  little  Road  of  Nagara, 
I eafily  hired  a French  Ship,  in  which  I 
embarked,  and  which  brought  me  to  with- 
in fix  Leagues  of  Conftantinople,  where 
the  Wind  became  contrary  j but  I had  too 
much  impatknce,  to  continue  my  Opera- 
tions, 
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tions,  to  yield  to  this  difficulty,  and  having 
procured  a Greek  Boat,  manned  by  four 
Rowers,  I proceeded  to  Conftantinople. 

My  firft  care  was  to  reprefent  to  the 
Government  that,  if  the  Capital  had  no- 
thing to  fear  from  the  appearance  of  the 
Ruffian  Fleet,  it  was  no  lefs  neceffiary  to 
infure  its  Tranquillity,  by  hindering  any 
Invafion  which  the  Enemy  might  effedt  in 
the  Gulph  of  Enos.  No  Meafures  had 
indeed  been  taken  to  guard  that  Coaft;  and 
though  fuch  Incurfions  could  have  no  other 
Übje6t  than  the  plundering  of  fome  Vil- 
lages, fuch  was  the  difpofition  of  the  Po- 
pulace, that  the  news  of  the  landing  of 
two  hundred  men,  which  number  would 
be  continually  magnifying  till  it  reached 
the  Capital,  would  have  produced  the  great- 
. efl  Confufion. 

Having  made  thefe  reprefentations  to  the 
Grand  Seignior,  his  Highnefs  advanced  his 
Selidar  to  the  Dignity  of  a Pacha  with 
three  Tails,  and  the  title  of  Serallcer  of  that 
Coaft.  But  1 foon  learned,  that  this  man, 
having  repaired  to  his  Poft,  had  only  a few 
Dependents  about  him,  more  likely  to  op- 

prefs 


BARON  DE  T O TT. 


77 


prefs  than  defend  the  Inhabitants  : and 
when  I remarked,  to  the  Vidr,  the  danger 
of  relying  on  a General  who  had  no  Troops, 

So  much  the  worfe  for  him,  replied  he, 
coldly.  He  is  ordered  to  defend  the  Coalf, 
and  if  the  Enemy  lands,  his  Head  mufl:  an- 
fwer  for  it.  When  fuch  fecurity  appears 
fufficient  to  any  State,  nothing,  certainly, 
can  preferve  it  from  the  Calamities  of  War 
but  the  negligence  of  its  Enemies. 

It  was  to  this,  only,  that  the  Porte  was 
indebted  for  the  firft  fuccefTes  of  Haffan. 
This  Turk,  whom,  as  we  have  feen,  1 had 
left  at  the  Dardanelles,  where  he  made  but 
little  account  of  the  Mechanic  Powers,  had 

9 

conceived  the  defign  of  going,  with  four 
thoufand  Volunteers,  in  little  Boats,  with- 
out any  Artillery,  to  difembark  at  Lemnos, 
raife  the  Siege,  and  drive  away  the  Ruffian 
Fleet. 

This  projed:  appeared  to  me  ridiculous, 

and  certainly  could  not  be  juftified,  but  by 

prefummg,  that  no  Frigate  of  Obfervation 

would  be  near,  to  fink  the  Adventurers  ; 

that  their  landing  would  be  effedled  with 

lb  much  fecrecv  that  no  intimation  of  it 
* 

‘ ' fhould 
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fhould  reach  the  Troops  employed  in  the 
fiege  ; that  they,  furprifed  by  HalTan,  fhould 
immediately  betake  themfelves  to  a fliame- 
ful  Flight,  toward  the  Port  of  Saint  Antho- 
ny ; that,  when  purfued  to  the  fliore,  the 
fight  of  their  Squadron,  inftead  of  encou- 
raging them  to  turn  on  their  Purfuers, 
fliould  only  invite  them  to  take  Refuge  on 
board  ; and  that,  after  having  embarked,  in 
the  utmoft  confufion,  Haflan,  and  his  Com- 
panions, fword  ‘in  hand,  fliould  fee  feven 
Ships  ol  the  Line  weigh  anchor  with  the 
utmofl  precipitation. 

I could  not  help  oppofing  this  Scheme  ; 
but  after  having  difcourfed  on  it  with  the 
Vifir,  he  coolly  replied,  1 clearly  perceive 
the  Ridiculoufnefs  of  what  Haffan  propofes, 
but  there  will  be  four  thoufand  Rafcals  lefs 
in  the  W orld,  and  that  is  equivalent  to  a 
Victory.  On^  this  confideration  he  was 
permitted  to  attempt  the  Execution  of  his 
Projedt,  and  with  fiich  infufficient  Means 
did  the  fortunate  Haffan  perform  what 
feemed  an  Impoffibility  (U). 

I had  fecretly  gained  admiffion  to  the 
Grand  Seignior,  to  make  that  Prince  fee 
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the  neceflity  of  providing  the  Artillery  of 

the  Dardanelles  with  better  Carriages,  and 

more  expert  Gunners.  The  deftrudtion,  or, 

at  lead,  the  entire  difperlion,  of  the  Turkifli 

Army,  by  the  Adlion  at  Craool,  had  already 

induced  his  Highncfs  to  imagine,  that  the 

quick  Fire  of  the  Ruffian  Artillery  was 

the  principal  caufe  of  the  difcouragement 

of  his  Troops.  He  enquired  whether  I 

could  train  Gunners  in  this  Exercife,  till 

then  unknown  among  the  Turks  fçj,  and 

on  rry  anfwer,  commanded  the  Vilir  and  the 

reft  of  his  Minifters  to  confer  with  me  on 
/ . 

the  fubjecft,  and  give  me  every  affiftance 
which  I thought  neceffiary.  . , 

If,  in  the  moment  of  Diftrefs,  to  which 
Conftantinople  was  reduced,  by  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Fleet,  the  Turkiffi  Minifters 
were  not  difpleafed  to  fee  me  accept  a Com- 
miffion,  which,  though  it  proved  a confi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Seignior, 

(q)  Their  Artillery  was  fo  badly  ferved,  that,  in  the 
Journal  fent  home  of  a Siege,  they  had  made  it  a kind 
of  boaft,  that  after  having  paft  the  whole  night  in 
charging  their  Cannon,  they  had,  in  the  morning, 
begun  a moft  hellifli  Fire. 

did 
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did  not  excite  their  Jealoufy,  they  could 
not  fee,  with  the  like  unconcern,  the  fame 
confidence  extend 'itfelf  to  matters,  the  ma- 
nagement of  which  was  equally  advantageous 
to  their  own  rapacity,  and  that  of  their  Fa- 
vourites. Sultan  Muftapha,  however,  was 
too  abfolute  for  them  to  dare  put  in  force 
againft  me  that  fanatical  Law,  or  rather  ab- 
furd  Cuftom,  which  forbids  the  True  Be- 
lievers accepting  the  fervices  of  a Chriftian. 
Befides,  the  firfi:  ftep  was  already  taken,  and 
the  Minifters,  who  began  to  be  jealous 
of  me,  only  required  me  to  aél  under  a 
kind  of  Difguife.  But  though  the  name 
of  the  Grand  Seignior  was  made  ufe  of,  to 
induce  me  to  take  the  habit  of  an  Interpre- 
ter, under  the  fpecious  pretext,  that  the 
Populace  would  be  difpleafed  to  fee  an  Eu- 
ropean employed  in  affairs  which  had  never 
been  entrufted  but  to  Muffulmen,  I could 
. not  be  perfuaded  either  that  the  Grand 
Seignior  thought  this  ridiculous  Precaution' 
neceffary,  or  that  the  People,^  after  having 
feen  me  command  at  the  Dardanelles,  would 
be  difpleafed  at  my  fuperintending  Opera- 
tions 
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tions,  ia  appearance,  of  much  lefs  import?- 
ance. 

, I neverthelefs  thought  it  was  heft  to  give 
>vay  for  a moment  to  this  mean  Jealoufy  of 
the  Minifters.  I knew  their  weak  fide; 
the  Grand  Seignior  was  defirous  to  ernploy 
me  ; he  was  violent  in  all  his  Deftres,  and 
his  Minifters  dreaded  both  his  Irnpatience^ 
and  the  opinion  he  entertained  of  their  In- 
capacity. They  feared,  like  wife,  that  I 
ihould  take  advantage  of  my  influence  over 
him,  to  effecft  fome  change;  but  though  this 
fear  juftified  their  wifh  to  rernove  me  from 
the  Sovereign,  as  it  only  threatened  an 
eventual  Danger,  I knew  it  muft  always 
cede  to  the  more  prefling  one  of  difpleafing 
their  Mafter. 

Thus  armed,  with  the  power  of  turning 
my  Artillery  upon  themfelves,  I went  to 
the  Porte,  affuming  the  grave  Demeanor 
proper  for  my  . new  Drefs,  and  heard, .in  a 
referved  manner,  the  different  fropofajs 
which  the  Vifir  was  impowered  to  make. 
The  Grand  Seignior  wifhed  to  teach, 
flrft,  the  art  of  Quick-firing  j and  I per^- 
ceived,  by  the  preffing  felicitations  of  the 

VoL.  li.  Part  III.  G Vifir^ 


82 


MEMOIRS  OF 


Vifir,  that  the  Emperor  had  not  left  to  him 
the  choice  of  the  means  I was  to  employ. 

As,  in  the  conference  which  we  held  the 
next  day,  on  the  fame  fubjeâ:,  I ft  ill  conti- 
nued toaffecft  an  Indifference  and  Inaftivity, 
not  natural  to  me,  the  Vifir  enquired,  with 
fome  Eagernefs,  whether  I was  diftatisfied, 
or  had  met  with  any  thing  which  had  di- 
minifhed  my  Zeal  for  their  Service.  No, 
faid  I;  I only  experience  the  natural  Effedl 
of  the  Drefs  I have  been  obliged  to  aftume  : 
it  induces  Indolence,  I already  feel  a kind 
of  Apathy,  which  it  no  doubt  caufes,  come 
over  me  ; and  if  you  perfift  in  obliging  me 
to  wear  it,  I ftiall  foon  be  on  a level  with 
every  thing  about  you.  You  fuppofe  then, 
faid  the  Firft  Minifter,  laughing,  that  our 
habit  impedes  our  adivity  j poftibly  it  may; 
but  as  your  induftry  is  known  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  who  wifhes  to  profit  by  it,  and 
will  lay  the  blame  on  us,  if  he  finds  it  lef- 
fened,  drefs  yourfelf  more  commodioufly, 
inform  us  what  you  want,  and  be  as  dili- 
gent as  poffible  in  preparing  your  firft  Ex- 
periment of  Quick-firing,  at  which  the 
Grand  Seignior  delires  to  be  prefent. 


The 
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The  Porte  fent  me,  the  next  morning,  an 
Officer  of  the  Artillery,  in  his  hahit  of  ce- 
remony, who  had  orders  to  accompany  me 
every  where,  precede  me  with  his  ftaff  in 
his  hand,  guard  me,  and  procure  me  free 
admiffion  into  the  Founderies,  the  Arfenals, 
and  every  other  Place  I might  have  occallon 
to  vifit. 

I luckily  found  two  Four-pounders, 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  Ruffians, 
in  the  War  preceding  the  Treaty  of  Bel- 
grade j but  it  was  requifite  to  mount  and 
Complete  them  j and  the  neceffity  of  in- 
Jflruâing  the  Workmen,  in  this  new  bufi- 
nefs,  was  the  more  difficult  and  difagree- 
able  as  the  Plague,  which  that  Year  car- 
ried off  a hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Per- 
fons,  in  Conftantinople,  was  then  at  its 
height.  Obliged  to  dired:  the  Workmen 
myfelf,  many  of  whom  were  attacked  by 
the  Diftemper,  I had  nothing  to  defend 
me  from  it,  but  the  falubrious  fmell  of  the 
Forges,  and  the  precaution  of  giving  direc- 
tions with  the  end  of  my  Cane.  But,  per- 
haps, what  mofi:  preferyed  me  from  the  In- 
fedion  was  never  giving  myfelt  up.  to  Fear, 
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and  the  melancholy  Ideas  its  Ravages  prc- 
■fent. 

The  Jews,  who  profit  by  each  branch  of 
Induftry,  which  is  negleded  or  defpffed, 
are,  at  Conftantinople,  in  pofleffion  of  every 
kind  of  manufad:ure  in  which  Briftles  are 
employed.  I therefore  made  ufe  of  their 
afiiftance  in  the  fabrication  of  my  Rammers. 

I carried  on  my  operations  too  publickly  for 
the  lead:  of  them  to  remain  unknown  ; but 
I was  not  aware  of  the  fcandal  fome  of 
them  might  occafion. 

It  had  been  fignified  to  me  that  the  Grand 
Seignior  would  be  prefent  at  the  firft  lefTons 
of  the  Detachment  of  fifty  Turkifh 'Gun- 
ners who  were  become  my  Pupils.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  Vifir,  informed  that  my  fmall 
'Artillery  was  ready,  ordered  his  Tents  to  be 
fet  up  at  Kiathana,  where  I gave  my  In- 
firu<5tions  j and  I then  learned,  that,  infliead 
of  a Vint  from  the  Grand  Seignior,  I was 
only  to  be  favoured  with  one  from  his  Mi- 
niders  j and,  early  in  the  morning,  I re- 
paired to  the  place  appointed,  in  order  t® 
receive  tltis  courtly  Company.  The  Ge- 
neral of  the  Artillery  was  there  before  me, 

and 
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and  caufed  me  to  be  faluted  on  my  arrival... 
He  was,  no  doubt,  defirous,  by  this  Po- 
litenefs,  which  I did  not  miftrurt,  to  con- 
ceal the  fmall  trick  he  intended  to  play 
me,  and  which  I could  not  forefee. 

The  cuftomary  Order,  obferved  by  the 
Minifters  of  the  Porte,  required  the  attend- 
ance of  all  the  Subalterns,  in  the  Train  of 
the  Grand  Vifir.  I began  to  fufpedl  fome.. 
mifchief  when  I perceived  the  Grand  Trea- 
furer  appear  the  firft.  I advanced  to  meet 
him.  Where  are  the  Pieces  which  you 
have  got  ready,  faid  he,  with  a myfterious 
air } There  they  are,  anfwered  I ; in  the' 
midft  of  the  Croud,  which  is  gathered 
round  them  : for  upwards  of  ten  thoufand 
Perfons  had  aflembled,  to  be  Spectators  of 
this  new  method  of  firing  Cannon  ; and  it 
was  with  much  difficulty  that  we  got  thro* 
the  Multitude,  which  is  not  very  refpeCt- 
ful,  and  never  gives  way  but  to  Violence. 

The  firft  Obfervation  of  the  Treafurer 
gave  me  to  underftand  in  what  manner  they 
intended  to  moleft  me.  What  is  that,  faid 
he,  pointing  to  one  of  the  Rammers,  fur- 
nifiied  with  a Brufh  to  ferve  for  a Spunge? 

G 3 I pre- 
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I pretended  not  to  perceive  the  drift  of  this 
Queftion.  It  is  a Rammer,  replied  I.  Yes; 
but  I afk  what  that  is  which  is  round  it  ? 

THE  B A’  R o N. 

It  is  the  Spunge. 

THE  TREASURER. 

That  is  not  what  I mean.  You  feem  to 
have  forgotten  the  Turkith  Language. 
What  is  this  Brufh  made  of? 

THE  BARON. 

Perhaps  I may  have  miftaken  you;  but 
I (liould  fuppofe  you  can  fee  it  is  made  of 
Hair. 

THE  TREASURER. 

That  too  I fee,  plainly  enough  ; but  I 
wilh  to  know  what  fort  of  Hair  ? 

THE  BARON. 

Hog’s  Briftles  ; fince  I muft  tell  you  the 
name,  which  is  the  only  thing  proper  for 
the  purpofe. 

THE  TREASURER. 

And  precifely  that  w’hich  we  may  not 
make  ufe  of. 


THE 
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THE  BARON. 

But  it  is  what  you  mufl  make  ufe  of  ; 
or,  if  the  Fetfa  of  the  Mufti  be  neceflary, 
I will  engage  to  obtain  it  for  you. 

Here  the  Croud  about  us,  who  had  long 
appeared  diflatisfied,  broke  out  into  a gene- 
ral Exclamation  of  God  forbid.  The  High 
Treafurer  turned  pale,  and  taking  me  by  the 
arm.  For  God’s  fake,  faid  he,  trembling,  do 
not  pronounce  the  name  of  the  Mufti  ; we 
ihall  be  torn  in  pieces.  But  I was  fo  en- 
raged, at  fuch  a number  of  bfurdities, 
that,  without  regarding  this  advice,  I faid, 
raifing  my  voice.  What  lignifies  this  ridi- 
culous contention  about  a few  Hog’s  briftles, 
when  all  your  Mofques  are  full  of  them  ? 

This  lafl:  exprefiaon,  for  which  I had  my 
reafons,  increafed  ftill  more  the  agitation 
of  the  People,  and  the  Terror  of  the  High 
Treafurer,  who,  now,  expeded  Murder  to' 
cnfue.  But  I immediately  mounted  on  the 
Carriage  of  a Cannon,  and,  looking  on  the 
Multitude,  whofe  fanatic  Murmurs  were 
now  grown  very  loud  and  violent,  pro- 
nounced the  word  Silence,  with  a firmnefs 
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that  aftoniflied  the  Croud,  and  fccmcd  to 
have  given  me  a right  to  impofe  it. 

Taking  advantage,  therefore,  of  the  mo- 
mentary calm,  produced  by  their  lurprize. 
Is  there,  faid  I,  any  Painter  among  you  ? 
if  there  be,  let  him  come  forward  to  de- 
cide this  difpute.  Whereupon,  a venerable 
old  Man,  railing  his  voice,  1,  faid  he,  am  a 
Painter,  what  is  your  Defire  ? I wilh,  an- 
fu^ered  I,  if  you  are  a good  MulTulman, 
that  you  would  tell  us  the  Truth,  and 
anfwer  the  Queftions  which  I lhall  afk 
you. 

During  this  fcene,  the  High  Treafuref, 
whom  I had  equally  aftonilhed,  had  reco- 
vered a little  from  his  Fears,  and,  fufpedt- 
ing  Ï intended  to  make  ,ufe  of  the  Painter 
to  get  clear  of  this  Perplexity,  caufed  him 
to  come  forward,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
very  exadt  in  his  Replies. 

THE  BARON. 

Have  you  ever  painted  the  Infide  of  any 
Mofque  ? 

THE  PAINTER. 

Of  feveral  s and  thofe  very  confiderable 
ones. 


THE 
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THE  BARON. 

And  what  Inftruments  did  you  make  ufe 
of? 

THE  PAINTER,  ‘ 

Many  different  Colours. 

THE  BARON. 

Remember  you  are  a Muffulman,  and 
Ihould  reverence  the  Truth.  Why  do  you 
prevaricate  ? Colours  are  not  the  Inftru- 
men ts  ; they  are  the  Means.  You  make 
ufe  of  Brufhes  : of  what  are  the  large  ones 
made  ? 

THE  PAINTER* 

They  are  of  white  Hair  ; we  buy  them 
ready  made,  and  never  prepare  them  our- 
felves. 

THE  BARON. 

You  know  however  from  what  Animal 

t 

the  Hair  is  procured;  that  is  what  I wifli 
to  be  told. 

I 

THE  TREASURER. 

Yes;  you  muft  declare  the  Truth  : it  is 
©f  confequence  it  fhould  be  known. 


THE 
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THE  PAINTER  [raîfing  his  voice]. 

In  that  cafe,  I muft  fay,  that  all  our 
Bruflies  are  made  of  Briftles. 

THE  BARON. 

Very  well  ; but  this  is  not  all.  What 
becomes  of  the  Hair,  after  you  have  made 
ufe  of  your  Brulhes,  and  the  Mofque  is 
finhhed  ? What  do  you  bring  home  ? 

THE  PAINTER. 

• I certainly  bring  home  nothing  but  the 
Handles  •,  the  Hair  remains  on  the  Wall. 

THE  BARON. 

If,  then,  Briftles  do  not  defile  your 
Mofques,  it  cannot,  furely,  be  improper 
to  make  ufe  of  them  againfi:  your  Ene- 
mies. 

The  exclamation,  Praife  be  to  God  ! was 
the  Anfwer  which  the  people  returned,  una- 
nimouflyj  and  the  High  Treafurer,  elated 
with  Joy,  which  was  the  more  lively  as  it 
fucceeded  to  Fear,  immediately  threw  off 
his  fuperb  Peliife,  furred  with  Martin-fkin,  ' 
from  Siberia,  and  feizing  on  one  of  the 
Rammers,  and  applying  it  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Piece,  Come,  my  friends,  cried  he, 

» let 
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let  us  make  ufe  of  this  new  Invention  for 
the  Safety  and  Glory  of  the  True-Belie- 
vers. 

The  ridiculous  conclufion  of  this  Scene 
was  certainly  worthy  its  Origin.  The 
Treafurer  was  fatisfied,  and  the  People  en- 
raptured ; but  this  Proof  of  their  Common 
Folly  would  have  determined  me  to  give 
them  up,  had  not  thefe  Difficulties  been  to 
me  a kind  of  Spur,  which  I found  it  im- 
poffible  to  relid. 

What  had  paffied  being  related  to  the 
Vilir,  and  the  other  Minifters,  at  their 
arrival,  difpofed  them  to  give  their  ap- 
plaufe,  more  readily,  to  the  alertnefs  of  the 
Gunners,  who,  however,  could  not,  in 
this  firft  Effay,  fire  oftener  than  five  times 
in  a Minute  5 yet  this  was  a great  deal  for 
the  Turks  ; and  it  might  be  prefumed  that 
younger  men  than  thofe  who  had  been 
fent  me  might,  after  a little  Pradice, 
attain  to  the  defired  Perfection  5 and  feveral 
of  the  Turks,  who  were  Spectators,  offered 
to  enlifl. 

But  every  body  found  fault  with  the 
bent  Rammers,  and  imagined  that,  by 

fimple- 
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fimplefying  this  Inftrument,  the  celerity 
of  ufing  it  might  be  increafed.  This  po- 
pular Remark  had  already  reached  the  Tent 
of  the  Vifir  when  I went  to  him.  My 
little  Compaily  followed  me,  and  the  High 
Treafurer,  always  in  hafte  to  give  his  opi- 
nion, advifed  the  ufe  of  the  lirait  Ram- 
mer, as  the  readieft  and  heft.  I oppofed 
this  Propofal,  by  {hewing  the  danger  to 
which  it  muft  expofe  the  Gunners.  Plhaw, 
faid  he,  with  an  air  of  Gaiety,  what  iigni- 
fy  a few  Gunners,  more,  or  lefs,  pro- 
vided the  Grand  Seignior  be  but  well 
ferved  ? 

This  ExprefTion  appeared  to  me  fo 
{hameful,  and  the  opportunity  of  revenging 
myfelf  on  this  Minifter  and  gaining  the 
good  will  of  the  People  fo  favourable,  that, 
railing  my  Voice  fo  as  to  be  heard  by  the 
Gunners,  without  the  Tent,  I anfwered. 
As  I could  not  feparate  the  true  Interefl 
of  the  Grand  Seignior  from  the  Prefervation 
of  his  Subjedls,  I diould  never  allow  my- 
felf to  treat  them  fo  lightly,  and  that  I 
would  rather  renounce  the  honor  of  ferv- 
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îng  him  than  have  occafion  to  reproach 
myfejf  with  the  fmalleft  Accident. 

‘ This  {hort  Harangue  excited  a fudden 
Murmur  among  the  Gunners,  and  the 
Croud  behind  them  ; nor  could  the  Vifir 
himfelf  with -hold  his  Applaufe.  When  I 
went  out  to  repeat  the  Exercife,  the  Gun- 
ners, ftill  warm  wdth  what  they  had  heard,' 
prefTed  upon  me,  raifed  me  from  the 
Ground,  and  returned  God  Thanks  for  my 
Anfwer;  faying  frequently,  and  loudly. 
Ah  ! what  fignify  a few  High  Treafurers, 
more,  or  lefs,  provided  the  Grand  Seignior 
be  but  well  ferved. 

Our  repetition  of  the  Exercife  was 
fcarcely  finilhed,  when  I received  notice 
that  the  Vilir  wifhed  to  fpeak  with  me. 
You  have  performed  fo  well,  faid  he,  that 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  your  Succefs, 
when  all  the  necelîary  Meafures  are  taken, 
and  for  which  we  will  obtain  the  Orders  of 
the  Grand  Seignior.  But,  as  it  is  cuftomary 
for  our  Offices  to  be  fliut,  when  we  are 
abfent  from  the  Porte,  and  as  thefe  Excur- 
fions  are,  befides  a kind  of  Recreation  we 
rarely  enjoy,  and  are  willing  to  prolong,  I 

have 
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have  to  requeft  you  would  make  thefe 
Gunners  fire  at  a Mark.  You  may  remain 
with  us  the  mean-time  -,  we  will  converfe, 
and  fhall  find  it  very  amufing. 

A Butt,  which  I had  raifed,  in  front  of  the 
Vifir’s  Tent,  had,  probably,  fuggefted  this 
Thought.  In  vain  did  I objed:,  the  Pieces 
.were  itoo  fhort,  and  unfit  for  the  purpofe, 
and  that  no  Ball  would  hit  the  Mark,  where, 
befides,  there  was  only  a fingle  Piquet  to 
^determine  the  Centre.  That  does  not 
matter,  replied  he,  they  will  make  a Re- 
port, and  that  will  be  fufficient. 

Accordingly  the  Pieces  were  drawn  be- 
fore the  Tent  of  the  Vifir,  where  we  amu- 
fed  ourfelves  with  obferving  the  Balls  ; 
which,  as  I had  forefeen,  flew  fometimes 
to  the  right,  and  fometimes  to  the  left  of 
the  Butt. 

During  this,  which  was  fufficient  amufe- 
ment  for  the  Minifters  of  a great  Empire, 
the  Treafurer,  ever  ready  to  diftinguiffi 
himfelf,  and  who  had  kept  continually 
blaming  the  awkwardnefs  of  the  Gunners, 
informed  us  he  would  make  a Trial  him- 
felf. Immediately  he  rifes,  takes  off  his 

. I Peliffe, 
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Peliffe,  tucks  up  his  Cloaths,  goes  to  a 
Piece,  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  one  of 
his  Servants,  endeavours  to  point  it  care- 
fully. 

As  I was  defirous  to  examine  his  opera- 
tions more  narrowly,  and  find  fome  new 
opportunity  of  punching  him  for  the  Ad- 
venture of  the  morning,  I advanced,  and 
made  a fign  to  the  principal  Gunner  to  give 
him  the  Match,  that  I might  be  diverted 
with  his  fear  to  make  uie  of  it.  His  hand 
fhook  fo  much  he  could  not  guide  it  to 
I the  Powder.  How  ! faid  I,  do  you  talk 
of  giving  us  Lefibns  and  are  you  afraid  ? I 
then  feized  his  hand,  and  forced  him  to 
touch  the  Priming;  but  he  had  pointed 
the  Piece  fo  high,  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
obferve  the  diredtion  of  the  Ball. 

You  are  as  unlkilful  as  the  reft,  faid 
the  Vifir,  as  we  re-entered  the  Tent  ; and 
it  is  plain  that  nobody  but  Tott  can  give  us 
any  inftrudtions.  Then  turning  to  me, 
you  ought,  'however,  continued  he,  to 
fiiew  the  Treafurer  how  to  hit  the  Mark. 
I (hould  be  equally  unfuccefsful,  replied  I. 
While  he  continued  to  requefi,  and  I en- 
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deavoured  to  evade  an  Experiment  which 
might  make  them  imagine  I knew  no  more 
than  they,  the  firll  French  Interpreter, 
who  had  accompanied  me  to  Kiathan^ 
faid  to  me,  in  French  5 Why  do  you  not 
make  the  attempt  ? Perhaps  you  may  hit 
it. 

The  Vifir,  perceiving  by  his  geftures  he 
perfuaded  me  to  comply  with  the  requefl, 
redoubled  his  folicitations,  and  at  length 
prevailed  on  me  to  point  the  Piece.  So  cer- 
tain was  I it  was  only  lofing  a Ball,  that  I 
was  at  very  little  pains  in  taking  aim.  My 
alertnefs,  however,  was  admired,  the  Gun- 
ner prepared  the  Linftock,  all  eyes  were 
attentive,  and  I made  my  Difcharge. 

I was  by  no  means  lefs  furprized  than 
thofe  around  me  to  fee  the  Bullet  hit  the 
Piquet  in  the  center  of  the  Butt.  The  cry 
Machalla  (r)  refounded  on  all  Sides.  The 
firft  Interpreter  applauded  himfelf  for  his 
Prophecy,  and  the  Vifir,  whom  I endea- 
voured to  perfuade  it  was  a mere  matter  of 
Chance,  faid,  with  the  fmile  of  one  who 

( r)  Machalla  (What  God  has  done)  An  Expreflion 
of  the  pTcatcft  admiration. 
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thinks  he  has  difcovered  what  is  wlfhed 
to  be  concealed.  Yes,  Yes;  it  is  mere 
Chance  5 but  this  Experiment  is  fufficient  ; 
we  require  no  more,  and  make  no  doubt 
but  you  will  be  always  favoured  by  Chance 
in  the  fame  manner.  I vainly  endeavoured 
to  remove  this  ridiculous  Prejudice;  but 
every  thing,  in  this  day’s  bufinefs,  feemed 
deftined  to  expofe  the  Ignorance  of  the 
Turks.  I however  had  furmounted  the 
Difficulties  thrown  in  my  way,  and  gained 
the  good  will  of  the  Multitude.  . 

The  Grand  Seignior,  having  received  an 
account  of  our  fird  Experiments,  imme- 
diately gave  Orders  to  provide  the  Army 
with  fome  of  thefe  able  Gunners,  and  every- 
thing neceffary  for  this  new  Invention: 
The  Spirit  of  this  Order  was  plain  enough, 
but  the  Letter  only  was  obeyed.  Several 
Bales  of  Englilh  Shalloon,  intended  to  make 
twenty  thoufand  Cartridges,  furniffied  thofe 
who  had  the  infpeéfion  of  this  bufinefs 
with  excellent  Summer-cloathing.  Fifty 
Four-pounders,  badly  caft,  but  provided 
with  new  Rammers,  were  embarked  withv 
out  Carriages,  becaufe  they  were  not  menr 
y.OL.  II.  Part  m,  II  tioned 
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tloned  in  the  Order.  Fifty  Gunners  were 
directed  to  accompany  them  to  Varna, 
where  they  were  to  leave  them,  buried  in 
the  Sand,  on  the  Shore,  for  want  of  means 
to  tranfport  them  ; and  all  this  was  the 
effed:  of  the  punctuality  of  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior’s Minifters. 

That  Prince  was  foon  informed  of  the 
little  Succefs  of  all  the  care  he  had  taken  ; 
and  the  Vifir,  who  commanded  the  Army, 
having  reprefented  to  his  Highnefs  the 
neceffity  of  providing  it  with  Pontoons  and 
Perfons  able  to  make  ufe  of  them  (an 
Invention  till  then  unknown  to  the  Turks) 
Sultan  Muftapha  appointed  me  to  provide 
them,  and  ordered  that  every  thing  relative 
thereto  Ihould  be  left  entirely  to  my  Direc- 
tions. 

As  that  Prince  was  convinced,  by  long 
experience,  of  the  mifapplication  of  Mo- 
oney, intended  for  ufeful  Expences,  he 
ordered  the  Treafury  to  reckon  with  me, 
alone,  for  the  Sums  neceffary  for  the  Buli- 
nefs  in  which  I was  engaged.  You  may 
take  up  what  money  you  think  proper,  faid 
the  Vifir,  it  will  be  paid  to  your  receipt; 

and 
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and  this  proof  of  the  Emperor’s  confidence 
in  you  is  the  more  flattering,  as  he  grants  it 
to  none  of  us. 

I am  very  fenfible  of  the  Honor  done  me, 
replied  I,  but  cannot  prevail  on  myfelf  to 
make  ufe  of  this  Privilege:  ever  zealous 
for  the  Service  of  his  Highnefs,  I will 
refufe  him  nothing  but  the  handling  of  his 
Money. 

The  Tefterdar,  and  the  Reis-EfFendi, 
who  were  invited  to  the  Conference  I had 
with  the  firfl:  Minifler,  relative  to  the 
Fabrication  of  Pontoons,  joined  in  prefling 
me  to  take  this  Bufinefs  entirely  on 
myfelf;  but  I perfifted  to  require  the 
nomination  of  fome  Perfon,  who  could  be 
confided  in,  and  who  might  be  account-  ' 
ble.  A Man  to  be  confided  in  ! re- 
plied the  Vifir,  brifkly;  where  are  we  to 
find  him?  For  my  part,  I know  of  no  fuch 
Perfon.  Do  you  ? continued  he,  addref- 
fing  himfelf  to  the  High  Treafurer.  No, 
my  Lord,  replied  he.  The  Vifir  then 
turning  to  the  Reis-Eflendi,  Or  do  you, 
faid  he,  know  of  any  fuch?  Not  I,  indeed, 

H 2 anfwered 
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anfvvered  he,  laughing.  I know  none  but 
Knaves. 

You  fee,  faid  the  Firft  Minifter,  the 
thing  you  requell;  is  impoflible;  and  we 
have  but  one  Remedy  ; it  is  only  by  cutting 
of!'  a number  of  heads  that  the  Diforder  can 
be  removed, 

1 was  the  more  offended  at  all  this,  as 
thefe  Judges,  fo  fevere  agalnft  the  Crimes 
of  others,  were,  themfelves,  the  caufe  of 
them  j and  could  not  refrain  from  proving 
it,  by  quoting. a recent  Example.  • I know, 
faid  I,  to  the  Vifir,  that  your  Highnefs  is 
tlie  Pepofitary  of  Sovereign  Authority  ; 
but,  fince  this  Authority  is  derived  from 
God,  you  can  only  ufe  it  confiftent  with 
Ju/lice. 

Do  you  then,  faid  he,  believe  it  to  be 
unjud:  to  puniflt  Robbers?  I do,  replied  I, 
when  their  Robberies  are  authorifed:  they 
then  ceafe  to  be  punifliable.  What  Right, 
for  example,  can  you  have  to  punifh  the 
Extortions  of  the  Infpeâior  of  the  Fron- 
tiers, whom  you  fent  away  laft  week, 
with  Orders  to  examine  and  certify  the 
State  of  the  different  Places  ? His  nomi- 
nation 
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nation  coft  him  twenty  Purfes;  his  Expen- 
ces will  amount  to  as  many  more  ; and  yet 
he  receives  no  pay.  Is  not  this  giving  a 
tacit  Confent  to  the  hope  he  entertains  of 
reimburling  himfelf  doubly  ? And  would 
it  be  juft  to  examine  into  the  Abufes  which 
refult  from  this  Pradice?  fsj  Sultan  Soli- 
man, of  glorious  Memory,  added  I,  by 
eftabliftiing  Superintendants  over  every 
Branch  of  Adminiftration,  and  aftlgning 
them  appointments  proportionable  to  their 
Employs,  prelerved  to  himfelf  the  Right 
of  puniftiing  their  Offences.  To  fupprefs 
lawful  Emoluments  is  to  authorife  Rapine, 
which  muft  fupply  their  Place.  Pay  the 
Treafurer  I requeft  from  you,  and  I will 
anfwer  for  his  Honefty. 

During  this  Harangue  my  Auditors 
looked  on  each  other  ; and  the  Vjfir,  far 
from  making  any  objedion,  faid  to  his 

(s)  It  was  from  an  InfpevEfion  of  this  kind,  that, 
during  the  négociation  at  Belgrade,  the  Porte  afliired 
M.  de  Villeneuve  that  the  Fortrefs  of  Oczakow  was 
perfedfly  well  provided,  though  it  was  taken  a fhort 
time  after,  for  want  of  the  Ammunition  nccelfary  for 
its  Defence. 
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Colleagues,  I did  not  think  he  had  known 
us  fo  well.  At  length  it  was  determined 
that,  fince  I would  have  a Paymafter,  it 
ihould  be  propofed  to  the  Grand  Seignior 
to  nominate  Shamlu-HufTein-Effendi  to 
that  ojfhce.  A Salary  Ihall  be  allowed  him, 
added  the  Vifir,  laughing  ; but  we  would 
not  advife  you,  on  that  account,  to  anfwer 
for  his  Conduâ:. 

• The  Grand  Seignior  w'as  too  impatient 
to  fee  me  employed,  in  making  the  Pon- 
toons,' to  fufFer  a long  interruption  for 
want  of  the  New  Intendant  j and  Shamlu- 
Hulfein,  who  had  accompanied  the  laid 
Turkifla  Ambalfador  into  France,  foon  made 
me  perceive  he  had  not  been  chofen  by  the 
Vifir  to  diminifh  the  Expences  which  my 
Undertakings  might  occafion. 

My  Worklliop  was  at  the  Arfenal,  and, 
while  I overlooked  the  Boat-builders,  the 
Copperfmiths  who  had  orders  to  prepare  the 
plates  of  Copper,  daily  brought  me  Speci- 
mens, >vhiçh  rather  proved  a want  of 
Honefty  than  Ability.  The  manner  in 
which  they  can  work  in  Copper  is,  indeed, 
fo  well  known  that,  not  fufpedling  the 

true 
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truc  Reafon,  I perfifted  to  require  from 
them  whttt  I knew  they  could  produce, 
until  thefe  poor  fellows,  reduced  to  De- 
pair, and  not  daring  to  explain  themfelves 
before  the  Intendant,  determined,  private- 
ly, to  implore  my  Commiferation,  and 
thus  avoid  the  Oppreflion  with  which  they 
were  threatened. 

The  Chief  of  this  Company,  being  de- 
puted to  wait  on  me,  confeffed  that  their 
want  of  Skill  was  merely  pretended.  You 
have  already,  faid  he,  difeovered  one  part 
of  our  Secret,  and  I am  come  to  entriift 
you  with  the  other.  The  Porte  obliges  us 
to  accept  the  Hated  price  of  the  Miry,  ftj 
We  fhall  be  ruined  if  you  employ  us  ; and 
feverely  punifhed  if  you  complain.  Oiir 
Fate  depends  upon  you. 

My  Situation  was  now  embarraffing,  but 
I did  not  hefitate  to  relieve  them  from 
their  fears  : pretending  that  the  Pontoons 

(t)  The  Miry,  or  Treafury,  among  the' Turks, 
has  adopted  the  cruel,  and  far  from  oeconomical, 
Praélice  of  forcing  thofe  who  work  for  the  Public 
to  accept  fo  low  a price  that  both  Buyer  and  Seller 
are  equally  Sufferers. 

H 4 
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would  be  the  better  for  being  lighter, 
the  next  Day,  declared  my  Intention  to 
cover  them  with  leather.  This  would  cer- 
tainly expoie  the  Tanners  to  that  Oppreffion 
from  which  I had  delivered  the  Copper- 
fmiths;  but  the  cheapnefs  of  this  laft  Mate- 
rial rendered  it  lefs  heavy. 

A Company  of  Janiffaries,  only  employ- 
ed in  working  the  Engines,  and  who  were 
quartered  within  the  Arfenal,  afforded  me 
a large  number  of  Workmen,  accuftomed, 
by  the  making  of  Leather  Tubes,  to  thé 
work  requifite  for  fewing  and  preparing 
the  Cafing  of  the  Pontoons.  The  Com- 
mander of  this  Company  had  orders  to  give 
me  every  afliftance  j this  was  to  him  a very 
profitable  employment,  and  he  gave  me 
many  proofs  of  his  zeal  and  good-will. 

I was  entirely  employed  in  this  bufinefs, 
and  the  Grand  Seignior  preffed  me  to  throw 
fome  Pontoons  over  the  River  Kiatha- 
na  f u Ji  in  order  to  try  if  this  kind  of  Bridge, 

againft 

(u)  A Paper  Mill,  which  formerly  flood  on  this 
River,  has  given  its  name  to  it,  as  well  as  to  thé 
Meadow  through  which  It  runs.  The  Mouth  of 
this  fmall  River  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  Harbour  of 

Con- 
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agaînft  which  Ignorance  continually  raifed 
a thoufand  Objedions,  was  really  fufficient 
for  the  Tranfportation  of  Artillery.  I went 
every  day  to  the  Arfenal,  and  one  morning, 
paffing  over  a dangerous  frozen  place,  in 
fpite  of  all  my  precautions,  got  a fall,  and 
fprained  my  left  Leg. 

I at  firft  felt  only  a violent  numbnefs, 
and,  with  the  affiftance  of  my  Servant,  con- 
tinued my  way,  but  foon  experienced  fiich 
extreme  Pain  that  I could  hardly  reach  the 
Quarters  of  the  Janiflaries,  who  had  the 
care  of  the  Engines,  by  a gate  of  their 
Garden,  which  I luckily  found  open. 

Conftantinople  ; it  is  alfo  called  the  Frefli  Waters, 
and  is  principally  remarkable  for  the  Palace  built  near 
it,  by  Sultan  Achmét,  at  about  three  quarters  of  a 
league  from  the  Capital.  It  is  now  only  ufed  by  the 
Grand  Seignior,  on  fome  parties  of  Pleafure,  or  when 
he  is  prefent  at  the  Exercife  of  Artillery  performed 
there.  On  each  fide  of  the  Valley  are  ftill  to  be  feen 
the  remains  of  Buildings,  intended  for  the  reception  of 
the  Grandees,  and  the  Cafcades  meant  to  decorate  the 
Gardens.  This  rude  imitation  of  the  Caftle  of  Marli, 
the  idea  of  which  was  fuggefted  by  the  Father  of  the 
Jaft  Turkifli  Ambalfador,  was  deftroyed  by  the  Rebels 
who  dethroned  Sultan  Achmet. 
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The  Colonel  was  not  there,  but  the  Offi- 
cers and  Soldiers  were  not  the  lefs  ready  to 
give  me  every  affiftance  which  they  thought 
I needed.  One  offered  me  Coffee,  another 
a Pipe,  a third  fomething  to  eat,  but  none 
thought  of  any  thing  that  might  really  be 
of  fervice.  Though  I was  almofl  fainting, 
I had  fenfc  enough  left  to  perceive  that, 
among  fuch  Phyficians,  I could  not,  with- 
out great  danger,  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  over- 
come by  Pain.  I collected  all  my  flrength, 
and  caufed  my  flocking  to  be  taken  off,  to 
plunge  my  Foot  in  cold  Water.  The  Ja- 
niffaries,  who  would  never  have  thought 
of  this  Remedy,  having  no  other  VeffeJ, 
brought  me  the  Kettle  of  the  Company  fxj. 

This  cold  Bath  was,  certainly,  the  only 
thing  which  could  do  me  any  real  good  ; 

(x)  The  refpeil  paid  to  the  Kettle  of  the  Janifla- 
ries  can  only  be  compared  to  that  with  which  we 
honor  our  Standards,  The  Company  which  fhould 
fuffer  it  to  be  taken  by  the  Enemy  would  be  covered 
with  Infamy.  It  is  from  this  pradlice  that  the  Colo- 
nel is  called  the  Giver  of  Soup,  the  Major  ftiled  Head 
of  the  Kitchen,  and  the  Scullions  and  Water-bearer, 
Adjutants. 

but 
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but  ît  increafed  my  Pain  to  fo  great  a de» 
gree  that,  during  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
while  I remained  there,  till  the  arrival  of 
a Chair  which  I had  fent  for,  I could  only- 
keep  mylelf  from  fainting  by  fmelling  ta 
Vinegar,  and  procuring  cold  Water  to  be 
thrown  in  my  face.  The  Janiflaries  were 
not  a little  furprifed  at  my  preferring  fuch 
Aid  to  the  Wine  and  Coffee  they  continu- 
ally offered  me. 

This  Accident  had  too  many  Witneffes. 
not  to  be  publicly  known  ; and  hardly  had 
I got  home  before  the  Vifir  fent  to  let  me 
know  his  concern.  The  Grand  Seignior 
was,  alfo,  kind  enough  to  fend  and  make 
enquiries  ; but  this  Prince  was  too  adive'to 
allow  me  the  reft  which  was  neceffary.  He 
preffed  me  to  continue  my  Labours  j while 
his  defire  to  have  me  carried  to  them,  and 
wifh  that  I would  negled:  nothing  that 
might  contribute  to  my  cure,  only  fhewed 
his  impatience  to  fee  the  Pontoons  com- 
pleted. 

The  third  day  after  I returned  to  my 
Bufinefs,  and  the  Bridge  was  foon  thrown  • 
over  the  River  Kiathana,  oppofite  the  Kiofk 

I of 
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of  the  Maftcr  of  the  Horfe.  Sultan  Muf- 
tapha  was  defirous  to  form  a Judgment  him- 
felf  on  the  fuccefs  of  this  Undertaking.  He 
ordered  the  Arrnbadgi-Bachi to  bring 
four  pieces  of  Cannon  to  the  new  Bridge, 
and  gave  direélions  for  me  to  be  there,  along 
with  Shamlu-Huffein-Efiendi,  immediately 
after  Morning  Prayer. 

As  foon  as  we  arrived,  we  perceived  a 
Boat  approaching,  with  three  pair  of  Oars, 
not  unlike  thofe  in  common  ufe,  but  fo 
* well  known  that  our  Watermen  were  not 
deceived.  It  brought  the  Grand  Seignior, 
habited  like  an  Oda-Bachi  ^ z J j and  accom*» 

(y)  Superintendant  of  the  Train.  This  office 
was  eftabliflied  by  Sultan  Soliman,  who,  at  the 
fame  time,  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  four 
Ihoufand  Horfes  to  draw  the  Artillery  ; but  the  Lands 
appropriated  to  this  purpofe  having  been  fucceffively 
granted  to  Individuals,  meant  to  be  favoured,  were 
not  long  applied  as  bequeathed,  and  the  Cannon  were 
drawn  to  Kiathana,  by  Horfes  taken  from  the 
Mills. 

(z)  Commander  of  the  Barracks.  This  military 
Office  is  equivalent  to  that  of  Captain  ; and  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that,  among  the  Turks,  every  kind  of 

rank  is  diflinguifhed  by  the  different  form  of  the 
Turban, 


panied 


baron  de  TOT  T.  lOf 

panied  by  two  of  his  Domeftics,  difguifed 
like  Janiffaries,  who  immediately,  on  his 
arrival,  retired,  and  kept  at  a diftance,  while 
Huffein  and  I attended  the  Emperor  on  the 
Bridge,  the  druélure  of  which  he  very  care- 
fully examined.  He  afterwards  caufed  the 
Artillery  to  pafs  over  it  feveral  times,  and  ■ 
neglected  nothing  that  could  give  him  any 
Information  on  the  manner  of  conveying 
and  fixing  thefe  military  Bridges. 

This  Prince,  who  had  long  kept  me 
{landing,  fpoke  to  me  with  much  concern 
of  the  Accident  which  had  happened;  and 
my  Paymafter,  thinking  to  make  his  court 
to  the  Sultan  by  extolling  my  adivity,  talk- 
ed much  of  the  Fatigue  I made  him  under- 
go, though  he  onlycdifcovered  his  own  In- 
dolence. 

Do  you  not  know  the  reafon,  faid  the 
Grand  Seignior  to  Huflein,  of  this  great 
difference  between  you  ? I wfill  explain  it. 
When  Tott  came  into  the  World,  he  fell 
upon  his  Feet,  and  directly  began  to  run; 
whereas,  you  fell  on  your  Breech,  and  there 
you  have  remained. 


If 


If  this  fally  of  Wit  humbled  the  Cour- 
tier, he  was  prefen tly  comforted  for  it, 
by  being  ordered  to  diftribute  a Bag  of 
Sequins  fa)  among  my  Workmen,  as  a Pre- 
fent.  The  vivacity  with  which  Sultan 
Muftapha  returned  to  his  Boat,  prevented 
his  obferving  a ftep  at  the  Door  of  the 
Kiofk,  and  he  was  very  near  getting  a dan- 
gerous Fall,  had  we  not  haftened  to  fupport 
him.  While  he  was  taking  water,  and  ap- 
plauding the  new  Bridge,  preffing  me,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  make  all  poffible  Difpatch, 
and  fupply  the  Army  with  Pontoons,  I per- 
ceived Huffein  entirely  employed  in  endea- 
vouring to  burft  the  Bag  of  Sequins,  in  his 
Pocket  fbjf  in  order  to  mix  them  with 
thofe  he  had  himfelf,  and  thus  confound 
his  own  Generofity  with  that  of  his  Prince. 

(a)  The  Sequin  is  a piece  of  Gold  Coin,  but  there 
are  Sequins  of  different  Values.  That  moft  in  ufe 
is  worth  about  feven  livres  (five  fhillings  and  ten , 
pence)  of  our  Money. 

(h)  The  Turks  wear  their  under  Garments  wrap- 
ped over,  and  faftened  by  a Girdle,  which  will  hold 
whatever  they  place  under  this  fold,  in  the  lining  of 
which  Pockets  are  contrived,  for  Watches,  Money, 
©r  whatever  elfe  they  wilh  to  carry  carefully. 
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My  Colleague,  at  laft,  contented  himlelf 
with  diftributing  ten  Sequins  to  each 
Workman,  and  thought  he  might,  with  a 
fafe  Confcience,  referve,  at  leaft,  two  hun- 
dred, for  his  own  Profits. 

The  Vifir  and  the  Minifters  of  the  Porte 
could  not  fee  without  Jealoufy  the  Confer- 
ence I had  had  with  their  Mailer  5 and  un- 
der the  fpecious  Pretext  of  affording  the 
People  the  fight  of  an  Invention  as  new 
at  Conflantinople  as  it  was  ufeful,  but, 
in  reality,  with  a view  to  rot  the  Pontoons, 
commanded  that  the  Bridge  fhould  remain 
where  it  was  till  further  Orders.  The  care 
of  the  Workmen,  however,  hindered  the 
effeds  of  this  mean  Envy,  and,  for  the 
Ipace  of  forty  days,  the  people  continued 
to  take  advantage  of  this  circumftance,  by 
walking  as  far  as  the  Bridge,  and  indulging 
their  curiofity.  At  length,  the  neceffity  of 
no  longer  interrupting  the  Navigation  of  the 
River  obliged  the  Minifters  to  wait  fome 
other  opportunity  of  doing  me  an  Injury. 

The  Grand  Seignior  had  agreed  that  the 
fifty  Pontoons,  defignedfor  the  Army,ftiould 
be  accompanied  by  a neceftary  number  of 
! Men, 
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Men,  able  to  make  ufe  of  them,  with  a Corp-»^ 
mander  who  had  acquired  fufficient  Know» 
ledge  to  give  proper  Diredlions  j but  this 
very  Knowledge  was  exactly  the  Article 
negledled.  The  whole  Apparatus  was  em- 
barked and  fent  off  for  the  Army,  and  the 
Captain  of  the  Poontoners  followed  with 
his  Company,  without  deigning  to  become 
acquainted  either  with  me  or  the  Pontoons. 

Thefedifferent  Reinforcements  only  ferv- 
ed  to  encumber  the  Port  of  Varna  ; and  the 
Grand  Vifir,  who  commanded  the  Army, 
foon  entirely  negleded  what  he  had  fo  ear- 
neftly  folicited  from  the  Porte.  The  Ot- 
toman Forces  ftill  remained  ufelefs  at  Ba- 
bagdag,  where  they  had  been  encamped  near 
three  years.  The'  fupplies  of  Provifions, 
the  neceffary  quantity  of  which  the  Igno- 
rancfe  of  the  Generals  was  unable  to  calcu-r 
late,  though  this,  indeed,  it  was  impoffible 
to  afcertain,  on  account  of  the  unforefeen 
arrival  of  a multitude  of  Volunteers,  conti- 
nually prefented  either  Excels  or  Want; 
while  Waftefulnefs,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
Difcoiucnt,  on  the  other,  produced  fuch 
negled:  of  Difcipline  as  to  infult  all  Au- 
thority, 
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thorîty.  Defpotifm,.  which,  though  un- 
acquainted with  the  art  of  preferving,  is 
perfeftly  {killed  in  that  of  deftroying,  knew 
no  remedy,  but  giving  the  Place  of  Janif- 
fary-Aga  to  Abdi-Pacha,  in  order  to  com- 
mit the  Jurifdiâion  of  the  Army  to  one 
whofe  Character  was  that  of  an  Execu- 
tioner. 

His  firR  care  was  to  dig  great  Pits,  and 
hk  daily  Employment  to  fill  them  with  the 
Bodies  of  the  Soldiers,  whom  he  ordered  to 
be  Rrangled,  on  the  flighted:  Pretences,  and 
without  any  Examination.  Abdi-Pacha 
had  not  been  three  months  in  Office  before 
he  had  put  to  death  more  than  thirty  thou- 
fand  Men  ; and  the  Government  applauded 
itfelf  for  having  difeovered  fo  efficacious 
'an  Expedient,  to  infure  plenty  and'  good 
Order. 

The  means  the  Turks  employed  to  fur- 
prife  their  Enemies  were  not  lefs  flrange. 
The  High  Treafurer,  commanding  a De- 
tachment, in  the  Night,  was  lighted  by  the 
Flame  of  refinous  Wood,  burning  in  iron 
Chafing-difhes,  fixed  to  long  Poles.  Abdi- 
Pacha,  therefore,  got  the  name  of  the  Pit- 
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digger,  and  the  High  Treafurer  that  of  the 
Blazer. 

Such  was  the  Ignorance  of  the  Turks 
that  their  Army  wanted  a Field  Artillery, 
without  which  the  greateft  Abilities  could 
effeâ:  but  little.  The  Founderies  which 
they  already  had  were  ufelefs  ; they  had  no 
method  but  ufing  the  Furnaces  of  Ufina  f'cj, 
and  the  Metal,  calcined  by  the  action  of 
the  Bellows,  and  afterwards  cooled  at  the 
bottom  of  the  VelTels,  which  received  it, 
was  not  hot  enough  when  it  reached  the 
Moulds  ; the  improper  make  of  which  ad- 
ded yet  another  defe<fl:  to  the  Pieces  they 
produced  (Y).  I propofed  to  ufe  a rever- 
beratory Furnace,  and  bore  them  with  a 
Machine. 

The  Idea  of  melting  without  Bellows, 
calling  the  Pieces  folid,  and  boring  them 
afterwards,  was  laughed  at  by  the  Turkifti 
Founders.  But  the  Grand  Seignior  had 
honored  me  with  his  Confidence,  and  or- 
dered his  Miniflers  to  alfifi:  me  in  the  Ex- 
ecution of  my  Plans,  who  prefently  ufed 

(cj  Furnaces  ufed  for  melting  of  Iron. 
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every  Endeavour  to  render  them  abor- 
tive. 

The  firfl:  method  they  took,  to  êfFedt 
this,  was  refufing  to  entice,  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  the  neceflary  Workmen  ; and  wlieii 
I gave  in  my  Lift  of  theni  to  the  Vifir,  You 
propofe,  faid  that  Minifter,  very  ftrange 
things,  which  our  ableft  Artifts  conlider  as 
impoffiblej  begin,  therefore,  by  fhewing 
us  they  may  be  done  ; only  produce  a An- 
gle Piece,  made  after  your  manner,  and  we 
will  foon  procure  you  as  many  Workmen 
as  you  pleafe.  An  anfwer  fo  abfurd  would 
certainly  have  juftified  me  in  abandoning 
the  Turks  to  their  Stupidity  : but,  blind  to 
the  rafhnefs  of  my  Enterprize,  I agreed  to 
go,  the  next  day,  with  one  of  the  Minifters 
of  the  Porte,  to  choofc  a proper  place  for 
eftablilhing  the  new  Foundery4  I had  no 
fooner  made  this  Engagement  than,  con- 
fidering  the  prodigious  labour  requifite  to 
fucceed,  I was  entirely  taken  up  in  the 
difcovery  of  the  proper  means. 

The  Comte  de  Saint-Prieft  could  not  be 
ignorant  of  any  thing  I undertook,  and  I 
owed  him  the  more  refped:  and  confidence. 
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for  that  few  Perfons,  in  his  Situation, 
would  have  taken  the  like  Pains  to  increafe 
my  Credit  with  the  Porte,  The  Project 
of  diredling  the  Fabrication  of  a new  Ar- 
tillery appeared,  to  him,  fo  great  an  under- 
taking that  he  thought  nothing  could 
exceed  it;  and  when,  while  relating  to 
him  all  that  had  paffed,  I informed  him, 
of  the  anfwer  of  the  Vifir,  and  his  refufal 
of  the  Workmen,  he  was  fo  offended;  that, 
interrupting  me  haftily,  I hope,  faid  he, 
you  will  now  no  longer  attempt  to  ferve 
fuch  People.  I have  accepted  their  own 
Terms,  anfwered  I. 

> The  calmnefs  of  my  Reply  could  not 
difpel  the  Fears  of  M.  de  Saint-Prieft;  his 
Prudence  was  aware  of  every  Inconvenience, 
and  his  knowledge  forefaw  every  difficulty  ; 
which  were  ftill  more  magnified  by  his 
Friendffiip.  At  length  I pacified»  him  a 
little  by  affirming  I ffiould  fucceed;  but 
this  Sucefs  I could  not  warrant  to  myfelf. 
I had  never  feen  any  Foundery,  and  my 
Tafte  for  the  Arts,  which  I had*  always 
made  my  Amufement,  had  never  led  me 
to  attempt  what  could  amufe  nobody. 
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To  procure  the  necelTary  Information 
required  much  Labour  ; I repaired  to  the 
High  Treafurcr,  who  was  to  accompany 
me  in  my  fearch  for  a convenient  place  to 
eftablifli  the  new  Foundery  ; but  we  could 
difcover  none  to  which  many  objedlions 
might  not  be  raifed  ; and  I plainly  faw  that 
the  Jealoufy  of  the  Minifters  wilhed  to 
engage  the  Sea  on  their  fide,  by  placing  me 
near  its  Shore.  It  had  certainly  been  a(ft- 
ing  a prudent  part  to  make  a'  pretext  of  this 
new  difficulty  to  give  up  the  undertaking  ; 
but  a Projector  is  feldom  willing  to  lofe  his 
Labour.  I only  obferved  that  it  would 
cofl  the  Grand  Seignior  fo  much  the  more, 
and  added,  with  fome  pettifhnefs,  to  fhew 
. the  High  Treafurer  I was  not  his  Dupe, 
if  he  was  fo  little  careful  to  fave  his 
Mailer’s  Money,  I would  fet  up  my  Foun- 
dery in  the  middle  of  the  Harbour. 

The  Sheir-Emini  had  the  payment  of 
the  Expences:  A Greek,  who  pretended 
to  be  an  Archited,  was  employed  to  col- 
ledl  the  Workmen,  and  to  fee  that  they 
followed  my  Diredions.  I had  digefted 
my  firfl  Plan,  and  difcovered  a method  of 

I 3 ‘ pre- 


ii8  MEMOIRS  OP 

preventing  the  bad  EIFe(fls  of  the  Water; 
but  I was  continually  obliged  to  join  prac- 
tice with  Theory,  -and  to  be  at  once  Archi- 
tect, Mafon,  Stone-cutter,  Forger,  and 
Whitefmith.  My  fchemes  were  entirely 
my  own,  and  underftood  by  no  one  elfe. 
There  was  no  fimilarity  between  the  labour 
neceflary  for  my  Undertaking  and  that  to 
which  my  workmen  had  been  accuftomed; 
fo  that  I have  frequently  been  obliged  to 
fet  the  Mafon  to  the  Forge,  and  give  the 
Trowel  to  the  Smith  (Z). 

A Greek,  very  expert  in  the  Art  of  con- 
ftruCting  Mills,  was,  however,  of  much 
Service  to  me,  in  making  my  boring  Ma- 
chine. The  Memoirs  of  Saint  Remi  and 
the  Encyclopédie  were  my  confiant  Guides, 
and  I wanted  no  other  till  I came  to  make 
the  Moulds  ; but  there  I was  quite  at  a 
Hand. 

Carthufian  Earth  being  only  mentioned, 
without  any  intimation  how  it  was  com- 
pofed,  I had  no  light  with  refpeCl  to 
what  might  fupply  its  Place.  I,  therefore, 
had  recourfe  to  a mixture  of  Potter’s 
Earth,  Sand,  and  Plaifler.  At  length,  every 

I thing 
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thing  being  ready  to  heat  the  Furnace,  I 
filled  it  with  Thirty  Thoufand  weight  of 
Metal,  attending  its  Fufion  for  Thirteen 
Hours  together,  the  Fatigue  of  which 
Labour  fell  only  to  my  Share,  as  no  one 
was  able'to  give  me  any  Affiftance;  and,  at 
break  of  Day,  call  Twenty  Pieces  of  Can- 
non, with  a Succefs  which  furprized  and 
enchanted  the  Turks,  relieved  M,  dc  Saint 
Priell  from  his  Apprehenlions,  and  afto- 
nilhed  Nobody  fo  much  as  myfelf. 

I then  confelTed,  to  that  AmbalTador,  that 
this  was  the  firll  calling  I had  ever  feen. 
He  Ihuddered  at  my  Temerity.  It  might, 
indeed  appear  foolilh,  but  it  mull  be  al- 
lowed that  Perfeverance  in  endeavouring, 
and  Ingenuity  in  effe(fling,  are  two  things 
which  the  greatell  Obllacles  can  fcarcely 
vanquilh. 

All  the  Abfurdities  and  Mifreprefenta- 
tions  which  Ignorance  and  Artifice  had 
colledled,  to  oppofe  me,  immediately  dif- 
appeared.  The  Polfibility  of  melting, 
without  Bellows,  was  demonllrated  5 and 
the  Machine  for  Boring  foon  left  no  doubt 
of  the  Perfedtion  of  this  new  Method,  The 
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Porte  no  longer  refufed  me  my  Workmen. 
I was  lupplied  with  them  according  to  the 
lift  I had  given  in  ; but  the  Founder  was  To 
ill  chofen,  by  the  Perfon  at  Marfeilles, 
on  whom  I had  relied  in  this  particular, 
that  I was  obliged  to  attend  every  melting 
myfelf,  and  at  length  difmifs  him,  as  foon 
as  my  Carpenter,  who  ferved  me  in  every 
Capacity,  was  able  to  fupply  his  Place. 

While  I was  employed,  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  in  providing  the  Turks  with  a bet- 
ter Artillery,  the  Progrefs  of  the  Ruftian- 
Arms,  on  the  Danube,  induced  the  Grand 
Vifir  to  concur  with  my  Operations  ; and 
the  Ottoman  Cavalry  having  fufFered  con- 
ftderably,  by  Ricochet  Bombs,  the  Porte 
carneftly  requefted  me  to  prepare  fome  of 
the  fame,  and  inftrudt  a number  of  Bom- 
bardiers in  the  manner  of  firing  them. 

The  Plain  of  Ocmeidan  fd)  was  the  place 
appointed  for  my  firft  Experiments,  and 

every 

{à)  The  Plain  of  Arrows  : one  part  of  it  contains 
a great  number  of  fmall  marble  Pillars  with  Infcrip- 
tions.  Their  diftances  point  out  how  far  Arrows 
have  been  fhot,  and  their  Infcriptions  preferve  the 
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every  thing  being  prepared,  the  Minifters  of 
the  Porte,  always  prompt  to  be  my  Judges, 

é 

fixed  on  the  next  Day  for  this  Exhibition  : 
but  the  Grand  Seignior  fent  them  word 
they  need  not  negled:  their  Employ- 
ments, as  he  propofed  to  be  prefent  him- 
felf. 

This  determination,  which  I was  not 
informed  of  till  very  late,  obliged  me  to 
fet  out  at  Day-break,  to  prepare  for  his 
Reception.  I had  taken  care  every  thing, 
neceffary  for  this  bufinefs,  fhould  be  ready 
the  Evening  before  j had  charged  the  Bombs 
myfelf,  in  order  to  prevent  any  Accident, 
which  a trifling  negligence  in  that  refpedt 
might  occaflon.  The  number  of  People, 
who  affembled,  and  increafed  every  mo- 
ment, fhewed  me  this  care  was  very  pro- 
per : but  the  Imprudence  of  the  Multitude 

names  of  the  Shooters.  The  Turki/h  Emperors  al- 
mofl:  all  pretend  to  this  kind  of  celebrity.  Ocmeidan 
is,  likewife,  the  place  where  it  is  cuftomary  to  give 
Entertainments  on  the  Circumcifion  of  the  Ottoman 
Princes.  The  Grand  Seignior  has  there  a very  beau- 
tiful Kiofk,  and  other  Buildings  proper  for  the  Recep- 
tion of  his  Court, 
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made  me  fear  the  Mifchiefs  to  which  their 
Ignorance  might  expofe  them  ; for,  as  the 
Turks  had  always  been  ufed  to  fee  Bombs 
fired  into  the  Air,  they  could  not  be  per- 
fuaded  that  I had  need  of  an  open  fpace 
before  the  Mortars  ; and  I was  obliged  to 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  Grand  Seignior  to 
difpofe  the  Pieces  for  firing. 

The  Sheir-Emini  fejy  who  was  to  be 
my  Afiiftant  in  making  thefe  Experiments, 
walked  about,  with  his  white  Staff  in  his 
hand,  ff)  when  an  Officer  of  the  Seraglio, 
coming  full  Gallop,  commanded  him  to  re- 
pair, with  me,  to  the  foot  of  the  Stairs, 
where  his  Highnefs  was  to  alight,  and  ad- 

(e)  Superintendant  of  the  City,  and  more  particu- 
larly of  the  Seraglio.  He  is  Surveyor  of  all  Public 
Buildings,  and  thofe  of  the  Grand  Seignior.  He  al- 
fo  has  the  care  of  the  Privy-purfe,  and  tranfaéts,  by 
Commiffion,  every  thing  relating  to  the  Infpeétion  of 
extraordinary  Expences  ; but  this  Office,  as  well  as  all 
others,  in  the  Turkifh  Government,  by  partaking  of 
their  barbarous  Policy,  cannot  be  compared  to  any 
among  the  Europeans. 

(f)  This  Staff  is  the  Commander’s  Enfign  of  Au- 
thority. 
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ded,  that  I muft  take  the. white  Staff,  which 
Orders  were  accordingly  obeyed. 

Sult.an  Multapha  prefently  appeared,  and 
falutea  me  with  much  affability  ; while 
his  Son,  Sultan  Selim,  who  accompanied 
him,  lurveyed  me  from  head  to  foot  with 
the  greateft  Attention,  M.  le  Comte  de 
Saint-Prieil,  curious  to  fee  this  Exhibition, 
had  arrived  on  Horfeback,  fome  Time 
before  the  Emperor,  and  had  placed  him- 
felf  in  one  of  the  Apartments  near  the 
Kiofk,  where  his  Highnefs  and  his  Son  were 
feated.  Muftapha  was  foon  informed  of 
this  circumftance,  and  I have , lince  difco- 
vered  that  it  occafioned  a kind  of  circum- 
fpeâ:ion,  in  the  Grand  Seignior,  for  fear  of 
difpleafing  the  Ambaffador.  Thefe  little 
Particulars  will  not  appear  too  minute, 
when  we  confider  how  well  they  defcribe 
the  Manners  of  the  Nation. 

The  Sheir-Emini,  and  myfelf,  continued 
in  the  place  which  had  been  affigned  us, 
where  we  waited  the  Orders  of  the  Empe- 
ror, when  the  Selidar-Aga  came  to  let  me 
know  I might  begin  firing  the  Ricochet 
Bombs.  I then  reprefented  to  him  that 
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the  Crowd,  which  furrounded  us,  and 
which  exceeded  twenty  thoufand  Perfons, 
muft,  firft,  be  fo  far  removed  as  to  leave 
the  Ground,  before  the  Mortars,  quite 
open. 

Immediately  a number  of  AiTequis  ^gj 
employed  their  cudgels  to  force  the  Popu- 
lace back,  but  found  it  not  very  ealy  to 
make  them  leave  a free  Paffage  for  the 
Bombs,  the  rebounding  of  which  only 
depend  on  their  being  fired  more  or  lefs 
horizontally.  At  length  they  procured  an 
open  fpace,  about  twenty  Fathoms  in 
breadth  ; but  it  was  much  to  be  feared  that, 
if  the  firft  rebound  fhould  happen  within 
it,  the  leaft  inequality  of  Ground  would 
throw  the  Bomb  among  the  Spectators  ; in 

(g)  A kind  of  chofen  Boftandgisj  a Detachment 
of  whom  always  accompanies  the  Grand  Seignior. 
They  are  armed  with  Sabres,  and  carry  white  Staves 
in  their  hands,  to  Ihew  they  are  the  Executors  of  the 
Emperor’s  Commands.  It  is  alfo  the  Affequis  who, 
in  companies,  do  the  OiEce  of  the  French  Mare- 
chauffée,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Court  j they,  as 
well  as  the  Boftandgis,  do  Duty  on  Horfeback  j ex- 
cept in  the  Excurfions  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  whom 
they- always  precede  on  Foot. 
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which  cafe  the  People  would  have  blamed  - 
me  for  what  was  only  to  be  attributed  to 
their  own  Stupidity.  The  firft  Shell,  how- 
ever, having  grounded  beyond  the  Multi- 
tude, confiderably  relieved  me  from  this 
Fear. 

Six  Bombs  had  already  been  thrown,  and, 
after  twelve  or  thirteen  rebounds,  burft  at 
the  diitance  of  more  than  three  quarters  of 
a League. 

There  now  remained  only  one  of  the  fe- 
ven,  all  of  which,  as  I have  before  faid,  I 
had  charged  with  the  greateft  circumfpec- 
tion.  This,  too,  was  thrown  ^ but  it  ground- 
ed in  the  middle  of  the  open  fpace,  and  re- 
mained there,  with  its  Fufee  burning,  for 
twenty  dreadful  féconds,  during  which  I, 
every  moment,  expedted  the  mod  terrible 
deftrudtion,  from  an  Accident  no  lefs  lin- 
gular than  unforefcen.  No  one  attempted 
to  get  out  of  its  way  ; this  Bomb  was  look- 
ed on  with  the  fame  curiolity  as  all  the 
preceding  ; happily,  at  laft,  it  did  not 
burft.  1 then  recovered  from  my  Fright, 
and,  though  I carefully  examined  it,  could 
not  perceive  but  it  had  been  charged  in 
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every  refpeâ:  like  the  reft,  nor  everdifcovered 
the  caufe  of  this  Exception.  As  there  was 
not  time  for  my  Anxiety  to  be  difeovered, 
this  was  conhdered  as  a ftroke  of  dexterity, 
with  which  I chofe  to  conclude  j and  the 
Turks  boafted  of  the  Courage  they  had 
Ihewn. 

Some  Shells,  thrown  from  an  eleven-inch 
Mortar,  at  a Tent,  fet  up  at  the  diftance  of 
fix  hundred  Fathoms,  by  knocking  down 
the  Mark,  completed  the  fatisfadlion  of  the 
Emperor,  and  his  Grandees,  affembled  on 
the  occasion.  His  Highnefs  had  brought 
with  him  a rich  ermined  PelilTe,  which  he 
intended  to  prefent  me  with  ; but,  as  I have 
already  hinted,  the  prefence  of  the  Comte 
de  Saint-Prieft,  whom  he  had  notexpedled, 
determined  him  to  fupprefs  this  mark  of 
Diftindion,  for  fear  of  difpleafing  that  Am- 
baflador,  for  whom  he  had  not  prepared  the 
like  Prefent.  He  therefore  adopted  the 
Expedient  of  fending  for  me  to  the  Porte, 
there  to  receive  this  Token  of  his  Appro- 
bation. 

One  of  the  Officers  of  his  Train  was  im- 
mediately difpatched  with  thefe  Orders,  and 

the 
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the  Sheir-Emini  was  direded  to  conduit 
me  thither.  However,  the  People,  who 
had  greatly  applauded  my  Experiments, 
and  expeited  to  fee  me  receive  an  honour- 
able Reward,  furprifed  to  find  me  fent  for 
to  the  Porte,  imagined  fome  Punifhment 
was  intended,  and  foon  feemed  convinced  it 
was  well  deferved. 

The  Grand  Vihr,  informed  of  my  arrival, 
waited  for  me  in  the  Hall  of  Audience, 
where  all  the  Minifters  were  alTembled.  I 
received  their  compliments  on  the  Satis- 
failion  I had  given  the  Grand  Seignior. 
His  Highnefs,  faid  the  Firft  Minifter,  has 
ordered  me  to  bellow  on'  you  this  public 
Mark  of  his  Efteem;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
made  a fign  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Ceremo- 
nies to  inveft  me  with  the  Pelifle  ; while 
the  Hafnadar  (h)  prefented  me  with  a 
Purfe  of  two  hundred  Sequins,  I direct- 
ly turned  towards  thofe  who  had  accompa- 
nied me,  and  fliewing  them  my  PelilTe,  I 
have  received,  faid  I,  with  Gratitude,  this 
Proof  of  the  Grand  Seignior’s  Favour;  do 

I 

(b)  The  Treafurer. 
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you  return  thanks  to  the  Vifir  for  this  Purfe; 
it  is  his  Gift. 

This  Expedient,  which  I preferred  to  a 
difcuflion  of  our  different  Cufloms,  was  a 
fufficient  LelTon  to  the  Vifrr  ; at  the  fame 
time  that  it  difengaged  me  from  the  Em- 
barraffment  of  Oriental  Politenefs 

The  day  began  to  decline  when  I left  the 
Porte,  and  it  was  dark  night  before  I ar- 
rived at  the  Suburbs  of  Pera.  Two  Offi- 
cers, one  belonging  to  the  Artillery,  and 
the  other  to  the  Fleet,  who  were  appoint- 
ed to  guard  me,  preceded  me  on  the  two 

f 

Pavements.  I was  not  more  than  thirty 

(i)  This  Turk ifli  Cuftom,  of  giving  money,  occa- 
fioned  the  greateft  Mortification  to  M.  de  Bonneval 
that  a Man,  like  him,  could  fufFer.  The  Ambafla- 
dor  Extraordinary,  from’  the  Emperor,  who  in  the 
Auftrian  Army  had  been  in  an  inferior  Station  to  the 
Refugee,  dined,  as  is  cuftomary,  with  the  Vifir.  The 
Porte  had  chofen  Kiathana  for  the  Place  of  this  en- 
tertainment. M.  de  Bonneval  had  orders  to  repair 
thither,  with  the  corps  of  Bombardiers,  of  which  he.was 
Commander.  When  the  Exercife  was  over,  he  was 
fent  for  by  the  Vifir,  who  gave  him  a handful  of  Se- 
quins, which  his  Situation  obliged  him  to  accept, 
with  fubmiflion.  * 
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paces  from  home,  when  the  Officer  of  the 
Fleet,  whom  I followed,  was  flopped  by 
fome  perfons  he  met,  who  roughly  afked 
him  to  what  Corps  he  belonged,  and,  on  his 
anfwer,  difcharged  two  Piflols  at  him  ; he 
returned  the  fire,  and  was  feconded  by  the 
Officer  of  the  Artillery,  who,  at  the  fame 
time,  cried  out  for  help.  Immediately  fix 
Janiffaries,  from  the  German  Ambafiador’s 
Hotel,  which  was  oppofite  mine,  ruflied  out 
with  their  Carbines,  and,  without  farther  ' 
Enquiry,  gave  us  a 'general  Volley.  This 
certainly  was  not  the  affiflance  we  wifhed  j 
it  was,  however,  fufficient  to  put  our  Ene-^ 
mies  to  flight,  and  the  time  requifite  for 
our  Auxiliaries  to  re-^charge  gave  me  an 
opportunity  to  get  fafe  into  my  own  Houfe^ 
without  any  of  us  being  hurt. 

Though  I had  made  no  complaint  of  this 
Attack,  which  certainly  was  not  perfonally 
levelled  at  me,  the  Oflicers  of  the  Police, 
at  Pera,  fent  to  inform  me  that  all  pofliblc 
care  fliould  be  taken  to  punifh  the  Offen-» 
ders,  if  I would  defcribe  them.  The  Grand 
Vifir,  likewife,  fent,  the  next  morning,  to 
enquire  after  me,  and  receive  an  account  of 
VoL.  II.  Part  III.  IÇ 
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the  AfTault  made  on  us  the  preceding  even* 
ing.  The  Grand  Seignior  himfelf,  alfo,  ex* 
prefled  his  concern  j but  the  attention  of  Go- 
vernment was  foon  neceffaiy  to  matters  of 
more  Importance  ; an  account  of  which  will  , 
explain  the  reafon  of  the  Skirmifh  I have 
mentioned;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  will 
give  a proper  Idea  of  the  manners  of  the 
Turks,  the  Spirit  of  their  military  Corps* 
and  the  Feeblenefs  of  their  Government. 

The  Janiflaries  of  the  Company  of  the 
Lafles  had,  for  fome  time  before,  been  at 
variance  with  the  Troops  employed  on 
board  the  Fleet.  The  Quarrel  began  in 
one  of  the  Taverns  of  Galata,  where  a Boy, 
of  about  thirteen  or  fourteen,  ufed  to  dance 
to  bring  Cuflom  to  the  Houfe.  As  he  equal- 
ly pleafed  both  Parties,  the  difpute  concern- 
ing him  rofe  to  a great  height  ; and,  the  one 
fucceflively  taking  him  from  the  other, 
they  at  length  publicly  declared  War,  of 
which  Galata  became  the  Seat. 

Their  Outrages  were  carried  fo  far  that, 
one  Party  having  taken  refuge  within  the 
principal  Mofque,  the  other  carried’  off 
Cannon  from  fome  Merchant-fliips,  and 
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^red  on  the  Gate  of  the  Temple.  In  every 
Corner  of  the  Street  there  was  an  Ambuf- 
cade,  and  the  Night  was  difturbed  by  con-r 
tinual  firing,  within  the  hearing  of  the 
Grand  Seignior  himfelf.  All  Bufinefs  and 
Communication  of  every  kind  was  inter- 
rupted. 

The  Government,  which  had  negleded 
to  ftifle  this  Contention  in  its  Birth,  and 
which  might  eafily  have  perceived  to  what 
Extremities  it  was  carried,  by  the  Attack 
on  my  Attendants,  knowing  no  method  of 
re-eftabli filing  good  Order,  but  that  of  de- 
ftroying  the  Human  Species,  thought  it 
heft  to  fuffer  the  Combatants  to  murder 
each  other,  after  having  endeavoured,  to  no 
purpofe,  to  procure  a Reconciliation, 

This  fcandalous  Anarchy  lafted  three 
days,  during  which  more  than  fifty  per- 
fons  were  killed.  I happened  to  be  with 
the  Vifir  when  word  was  brought  him  of 
fome  new,  and  ilill  more  obftinate.  En-!- 
gagements,  between  the  belligerent  Parties, 
So  much  Bravery,  at  Galata,  faid  he,  and 
Cowardice,  on  the  Danube,  plainly  fiiews 
the  Turks  are  only  afraid  of  Hats.  We 
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il  jail  never  quell  this  Difturbance,  conti- 
nued he,  laughing,  without  we  fend  Tott 
with  a fcore  of  Frenchmen,  to  bring  them 
to  Reafon. 

It  was  time  to  treat  the  fubjedt  ferioufly, 
for  it  was  to  be  feared  left  the  other  Com- 
panies of  the  Janiflaries,  taking  part  with 
their  Comrades,  ihould  fpread  the  Tumult 
to  Conftantinople  itfelf.  Vigorous  mea- 
fures  were,  on  this  account,  not  without 
Difficulty.  Policy  was  therefore  employed, 
and  the  fubjedt  of  their  contention  taken 
from  them  ; but  the  Party  who  had  got 
pofleflion  would  not  con  fen  t to  give  him 
up,  without  the  moft  pohtive  Aflurances 
that  he  fliould  not  be  yielded  to  their  Op- 
ponents ; and  the  Boy,  furrendered  on  thefe 
Conditions,  was  diredtiy  hanged,  to  the 
great  fatisfadlion  of  thofe  who  had  fought 
for  him  but  a moment  before. 

During  the  Riot,  the  Minifters  of  the 
Porte  treated  with  me  concerning  the  Eftab- 
liftiment  of  a new  Corps  of  Artillery.  Not 
that  the  Turks  w'anted  Troops  appointed 
for  this  fervice  ; more  than  forty  thoufand 
men,  enrolled,  and  paid  under  the  name 
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of  Topchi  (Gunners),  compofed  a Body, 
already  too  numerous  5 but,  in  reaKty,  more 
expenfive  than  ufeful. 

Subje<ft  to  no  Difcipline,  and  never  em- 
bodied, they  were,  like  the  Janiflaries,  fcat- 
tered  through  the  Capital,  and  the  Empire. 
A Ticket,  named  Effamai  (Pay),  which 
each  Soldier  had,  intitled  him  to  his  Pay, 
whether  he  prefented  it  himfelf,  or  fent  it 
by  another  5 and  frequently  thefe  were  fold, 
in  all  which  cales  the  Bearer  never  rejoined 
his  Company,  unlefs  he  knew  not  what  to 
do  better,  or  in  order  to  receive  his  Baare 

j 

of  the  Allowance  of  thofe  who  remain  with 
the  Corps. 

This  Abufe  will  be  much  more  evident 
on  a view  of  the  Barracks  of  the  JanilTaries, 
which  are  eredted  at  Conflantinople  in  a 
chofen  fituation.  Sultan  Soljman,  by  whom 
they  were  built,  has  bellowed  a fplendid 
Gilding  on  the  Cielings  of  the  Porticos, 
which  his  SuccelTors  have  always  maintain- 
ed, though  they  have  entirely  negledled  the 
Difcipline  which  he  ellablifhed.  This 
difr egard  of  Good  Order,  by  totally  deftroy- 
ing  the  Spirit  of  the  Inftitution,  has  in*» 
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creafed  the  number  of  thofe  who  receive 
Pay  to  four  hundred  thoufand,  for  that  of 
thofe  who  are  enrolled  is  unlimited.  Yet 
twenty  thoufand  are  fcarcely  ever  collected 
at  once  (A). 

• It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved  that  this 
fmall  number  is  principally  compofed  of 
thofe  who  receive  but  little  Pay,  or,  per- 
haps, none  ; having  only  entered  the  fervicc 
to  obtain  a right  to  it.  This  Pay,  which 
is  only  diftributed  every  three  Months,  has 
a progreffive  Increafe  from  three  Afpers  to 
ninety-nine  f'kj. 

Such  a method  of  recompenfing  military 
Services,  by  fubjedting  their  Reward  to  the 

. (^)  The  Afper  may  be  eftimated  at  fix  Deniers 
(one  Farthing)  therefore  ninety-nine  Afpers  are  equiva- 
lent to  forty-nine  Sous  and  a half;  (two  (hillings  and 
three  farthings).  But  from  an  eftimation  made  of  the 
refpcdlive  Currency,  the  courfe  of  Exchange  reduces  it 
to  thirty-nine  Sous  fix  Deniers  (one  fiiilling  and  feven 
pence  three  farthings)  ; though  even  this  calculation  is 
much  above  the  intrinfic  value  of  their  Coin.  The 
filver  Money  of  the  Grand  Seignior  is  fcarcely  feven 
Deniers  fine. 

The  filver  AJfay  of  France  is  divided  into  twelve  De- 
nierS)  or  two  hundred  and  eighty- eight  grains.  T. 
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Plèafure  of  the  fuperior  Officers,  is  alone 
fufficient  to  effedt  the  Deftrudlion  of* this 
Corps.  Favor,  which  mifapplies  every 
thing,  has  affiimed  the  Difpofal  of  the 
moft  confiderable  Salaries,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  Revenues  appropriated  to  mili- 
tary matters.  Thefe,  in  Turkey,  the  Man 
of  Power,  or  Influence,  beftows  on  his  Foot- 
men ; and  the  Empire,  deprived  of  the  af- 
fiftance  provided  by  the  Legiflator,  fcarcely 
finds  in  the  Remainder  Supplies  for  the 
moft  neceflary  and  urgent  Occaflons. 

Indeed,  if  we  except  the  produce  of  thofe 
Oppreffions  which  fwell  the  private  Trea- 
fure  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  under  the  le- 
gal, but  not  therefore  lefs'unjufl:.  Title  of 
Confifcation,  the  Revenues  of  the  Empire, 
though  entered  in  the  Regifters  at  more 
than  twenty  millions  Sterling,  do  not,  in 
fad,  produce  above  three  millions  nine 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds.  Out  of  thefe 
the  Troops  fhould  be  paid,  the  Fleet  main- 
tained, and  other  current  and  unforefeen 
Expences  defrayed  : while  the  flxteen  mil- 
lions and  a half,  appropriated  by  Sultan  So- 
liman for  the  Support  of  a numerous  Ca- 
' • K 4 valry. 
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Valry,  as  well  as  of  the  four  thoufand  Hoffeô 
to  draw  the  Artillery,  and  to  pay  for  the  Re- 
paration of  FortrelTes  and  Highways,  with 
other  public  Expences,  only  conflitute  the 
private  Fortunes  of  fome  Individuals  ; and, 
in  cafe  of  a War,  the  Grand  Seignior  is 
obliged  to  fupply  the  deficiency  by  the 
TreafUres  he  has  in  referve(B). 

Thofe  of  Sultan  Muftapha  were  now 
nearly  exhaufted  ; and,  though  he  had  ex- 
pended more  than  twenty-five  millions 
Sterling,  he  found  but  little  effedted  to 
Gonfole  him  for  dilburfements  fo  great.  He 
felt  the  neceffity  of  having  his  Troops  en- 
tirçly  new  formed,  and  was  defirous  I 
fhould  myfelf  give  Rules  to  the  new  Corps 
of  Artillery  j but  it  was  firft  neceffary  that 
provifion  fhould  be  made  for  the  Expence 
which  this  muft  occafion*  The  High 
Treafurer  could  only  form  a Revenue  of 
twelve  thoufand  five  hundred  Pounds,  by 
feizing  on  fome  Perquifites  before  exadted 
by  the  Clerks  of  his  Office. 

The  Porte  next  confidered  what  name 
fhould  be  given  this  new  Corps;  the 
Learned  were  confulted,  and  the  word  Su- 

ratchis 
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fâtchis  (1)  was  unanîmoüfly  adopted.  The 
Grand  Seignior  gave  his  Sanction  to  the 
Ordonnance,  which  I had  drawn  up,  by 
the  Hattu-Humayonn  (m)^  which  he  iffued 
for  the  Creation  of  this  new  Corps. 

Its  uniform  was  determined  in  like  man- 

» 

ner  ; and  as  the  nature  of  the  Service  re- 
quired it  Ihould  be  light,  without,  how- 
ever, being  liable  to  be  ridiculed  by  Igno- 
rance, or  offend  Fanaticifm,  all  this  was 

f 

effected  by  borrowing  the  Form  of  the  Al- 
banian Habit;  and  thefe  Suratchis,  in  the 
whole  fix  hundred  Men,  were,  wdth  their 
Officers,  lodged  in  Barracks  at  Kiathana, 
where  the  School  was  already  eftablifhed. 

Though  they  were  only  to  be  employed 
to  ferve  the  Artillery,  yet,  as  a Know-  • 
ledge  of  the  Bayonet  was  become  indif- 
penfable,  I determined  not  to  neglect 
this  opportunity  of  accuftoming  the  Turks 
to  the  ufe  of  that  Weapon.  It  might  like- 
wife  be  expedted,  that,  fince  it  had  fo  much 
contributed  to  the  Succeffes  of  the  Ruffians, 

(l)  The  Diligent. 

(m)  Supreme  Edidl,  which  has  the  Force  of  a Law, 
and  is  obligatory  for  ever. 

the 
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the  introduction  of  this  Novelty  fhould 
'have  efcaped  Cenfure  ; but,  to  filence  that, 
we  were  forced  to  impofe  upon  Prejudice, 
by  procuring  the  public  Approbation  of  the 
Mufti. 

The  Head  of  the  Law,  accompanied  by 
the  Vihr,  and  all  the  Minifters,  repaired 
to  the  School  : I was  before  informed  of 
this  extraordinary  Vifit,  and  prepared  to 
receive  it.  As  foon  as  the  Exercife  was 
over,  the  Mufti  requefted  me  to  draw  up 
the  Regiment,  before  the  Kiofk,  in  which 
he  was  ; he  then  alked  me  for  one  of  the 
new  Mufquets,  which  I brought  him,  and, 
after  having  difcourfed  with  me  on  the 
Utility  of  the  Bayonet,  he  pronounced  a 
Prayer,  aloud,  that  God  would  biefs  this 
Weapon,  and  profper  it  when  employed  in 
defence  of  the  True  Faith. 

The  Exclamation,  Praifed  be  God  ! 

_ f 

uttered  by  the  whole  Corps,  was  immedi- 
ately repeated  by  the  Multitude,  afl'embled 
by  Curiofity  ; and  the  Fanatics,  ever  ready 
to  applaud  either  a Benedidfion  or  an  Ana- 
thema, talked  of  nothing  but  the  Advan- 
tages 


/ 


BARON  DE  TOTT. 


*39 

tages  which  this  Invention  could  not  fail 
to  procure  the  Empire. 

’The  JanilTaries  were  far  from  Inattentive 
to  the  pun<ftuality  with  which  the  Pay  of  the 
Suratchis  was  advanced  every  week,  or 
the  Uniform  in  which  they  were  cloath- 
ed  ; and  openly  faid  they  • would  fubmit, 
w'ith  Pleafure,  to  the  fame  Difeipline,  to 
receive  the  fame  Reward.  Indeed  this 
Body,  formerly  confined  to  Children  re- 
ceived as  a Tribute,  and  once  fo  formi- 
dable to  its  Mailers,  having  been  long  de- 
bafed,  by  a total  negled:  of  all  Difeipline, 
was,  at  length,  difregarded  to  fuch  a de- 
gree that,  at  the  Time  of  the  Inflitutian 
of  the  Suratchis,  the  Grand  Seignior  owed 
the  Janififaries  nine  quarters  pay.  Never- 
thelefs  they  gave  not  the  lead:  uneafinefs  to 
the  Sovereign  ; yet  this  Tranquility,  far 
from  being  a Proof  of  their  Submiffion, 
was  only  a certain  prefage  of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  Enemy.  Troubles,  in  a Defpotic 
Government,  only  exhibit  national  Energy^ 
which,  when  it  finks  before  Internal  Op- 
preffion,  does  but  prove  itfelf  no  longer  in 
Condition  to  oppofe  a Foreign  Force. 


The 
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The  Severity  of  the  military  Puniili- 
ments,  already  eftablilhed,  afforded  me  an 
Opportunity  to  gain  the  Love  of  the  Sol- 
diers, without  facrificing  the  Regard  due 
to  Difcipline  ; and  I,  as  foon  as  poffible, 
fubftituted,  inftead  of  the  Baftinado  and 
Fetters,  other  Punifhments,  lefs  violent  in 
appearance,  though  full  as  efficacious  in 
eftabliffiing  Good  Order  and  Obedience, 
by  infpiring  a Senfe  of  Honour,  which  no 
Soldier  ought  to  be  without,  though 
even  the  Word  is  unknown  to  the  Turkifli 
Language  (C). 

Doubling  the  Guard-duty  was  the  Pu- 
nifhment  of  any  flight  Offence.  The  La- 
pels and  Collar  turned  back,  without  inter- 
rupting duty,  was  inflided  for  more  confl- 
derable  Faults;  and  Defer ters,  before  not 
confidered  as  guilty  of  any  Crime,  were 
condemned  to  the  Gallies.  Sentinels  like- 
' wife  were  placed,  a Practice  not  before 
heard  of  among  the  Turks  ; and  fome 
Tartars,  who  had  formerly  been  in  the 

4 

Ruffian  Service,  enrolled  in  this  new  Corps, 
fet  an  example  of  exaditude  in  Duty. 

This 
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This  Troop,  principally  intended  to 
lerve  the  fmall  Artillery,  was  exercifed  every 
Day,  and  was  foon  capable  of  firing  fifteen 
times  in  a Minute  but  I conftantly 
refufed  to  accede  to  their  defire  of  learning 
the  Exercife  of  fmall  Arms,  becaufe  this 
Corps  was  too  inconfiderable  to  repel  the 
Raillery  of  the  others  ; and  I muft  obferve 
that  M.  de  Bonneval  only  failed,  in  his 
project  of  forming  one,  in  Turkey,  fimilar 
to  that  in  Europe,  foj  becaufe,  inattentive 

to 

(n)  Lefs  quicknefs  in  firing  and  more  care  in  taking 
aim  had  certainly  been  preferable;  but  the  Turks  were 
only  terrified  by  Noife,  and  were  defirous  of  making  oncj 
any  fuperior  reafoning  was  beyond  their  knowledge, 

(g)  I have  been  informed  by  the  Turks,  that  M.  de 
Bonneval,  who  had  colleaed  a Body  of  Albanians  at 
Scutari,  after  having  exercifed  them  in  wheeling  to 
the  right  and  left  for  fome  time,  could  never  obtain 
from  them  a promife  to  return  the  year  after  for  the 
fame  purpofe  ; and  that  a Dervife,  feeing  them  wheel, 
turned  towards  fome  Janiffaries,  aifembled  out  of 
Curiofity,  and  faid,  the  fame  Fate  is  preparing  for 
you  that  Peter  the  Great  made  the  Stretlitzes  fufFer, 
But  the  Murmur  excited  by  this  Expreflion  was  lefs 

the 


142 


MEMOIRS  OF 


to  the  Spirit  of  the  Nation,  he  began  where 
he  (hould  have  ended.  The  Exercife,  in- 
deed, properly  fo  called,  was  ufelefs  to  the 
new  Corps,  the  particular  Duty  of  which 
was  always  to  begin  by  piling  their  Arms. 

Sultan  Muftapha  came  frequently  to 
thefe  Exercifes,  was  much  pleafed  with 
the  quicknefs  of  the  firing,  and  always 
rewarded  the  Agility  of  the  Gunners  j but 
he  never  permitted  any  thing  to  be  ordered 
but  as  coming  from  me,  and  I took  ad- 
vantage of  this  Opportunity  to  excite  the 
Activity  of  the  Minifter,  by  encouraging 
that  of  the  Emperor. 

The  Vifir,  though  his  bufinefs  was  only 
to  give  my  Labours  every  Afliftance  in  his 
Power,  was  defirous  to  honor  them  with 
his  Infpedtion.  In  one  of  his  Excurfions 
he  came  to  Kiathana,  without  my  receiv- 
ing any  information  that  he  intended  it, 
and  afked  for  a Repetition  pf  the  Exercife, 

the  caufe  of  the  difappearance  of  this  Phantom  of 
Difc'ipline  than  the  Intereft  of  thofe  who  were  to  be 
difeiplined,  and  whom  it  was  neceflary  to  pay  in  the 
fi:  ft  place. 

I 

which 
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which  w’as  gone  through  every  Morning^  • 
We  cannot  repeat  it  without  Orders, 
anfwered  the  Officer,  who  had  the  Com- 
mand. Are  not  mine  then  fufficient  ? 
replied  the  Vifir.  We  refpeâ:  them,  with- 
out doubt,  returned  the  Officer  ; but  in 
this  Particular  acknowledge  no  Superior 
but  our  Adgibektache  fpj.  The  Vifir  fini- 
led  at  the  reply,  and  was  fatisfied  ; it  -was 
by  his  means  it  came  to  my  Knowledge.  ^ 
It  was  now  fome  time  fince  I had  been 
confultedjby  the  Grand  Seignior,  on  the  me- 
thods proper  to  be  taken  for  the  fecurity  of 

* 

' i. 

(p)  Adgibektache:  A Dervife  Santon,  revered  by 
the  Turks,  and  confidered  as  the  Founder  of  the 
Janilfaries,  though  he  only  gave  them  Laws,  He 
lived  under  the  Reign  of  Amurath  the  firft,  and 
when  that  Prince,  by  the  advice  of  his  Vifirs, 
formed  a part  of  the  Slaves  who  had  been  allotted 
him  into  a new  Corps  (Teni-Tchery)  he  applied  to 
Adgibektache  to  give  them  rules,  and  his  Benedic- 
tion. It  is  faid,  that,  in  order  to  confecrate  this 
new  Corps,  when  he  addrefled  his  prayers  to  God, 
he  placed  the  fleeve  of  his  white  Robe  on  the  Head 
of  their  Chief,  and  that  the  white  Felt,  which  ftill 
hangs  from  the  Bonnet  of  the  JanifTaries,  is  worn 
in  memory  of  the  Sleeve  of  Adgibektache. 


the 
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the  Strait  of  the  Black  Sea.  I had  advifcd 
the  building  two  Caftles  near  the  Mouth, 
and  thought  this  projedt  had  been  given 
up,  when  I was  informed  of  the  works, 
carried  on,  by  the  Porte,  near  the  two  Light- 
houfes  of  Europe  and  Aha.  They  were 
cntrufted  to  the  Abilities  of  two  Archi- 
tedts,  as  little  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  Lines  of  Defence  a§  with  the  Rules  of 
Vitruvius. 

Near  the  Entrance  of  the  Strait,  and 
out  of  the  reach  of  hx  and  thirty  pounders, 
they  eredled  feme  wretched  Towers,  and 
uncemented  Walls,  which  were  to  contain 
the  Artillery  5 and,  the  whole  having  been 
whitewaihed,  the  Minifters  were  foon  able 
to  inform  the  Grand  Seignior  of  the  com- 
pletion of  this  Work. 

Sultan  Muftapha,  who  certainly  meant 
I ihould  fuperintend  the  Undertaking,  afto- 
nhhed  to  find  no  mention  of  me,  in 
the  Account  he  had  received,  enquired  the 
reafon.  His  Minifiers,  who  fought  to  em- 
ploy me  as  little  as  polTible,  alledged,  as 
an  Excufe,  that  their  Orders  did  not  ftate 
I was  to  be  ccnfulted  ; but  his  High-» 

nçfs 
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nefs,  not  willing  to  rely  on  their  Judg-r 
ment,,  fubjedted  them  to  the  mortification 
of  having  their  Work  fubmitted  to  my  In- 
fpedtion. 

The  Reis-EfFendi,  (q)  and  the  High 
Treafurer,  were  appointed  to  condudt  me 
to  the  Caftles,  where  I was  to  decide  whe- 
ther they  (hould  be  preferved  or  demolifh- 
ed.  The  Civility  with  which  the  Grand 
Vifir  made  me  the  Requeft  proved  the  fame 
complaifance  had  not  been  obferved  by 
the  Sultan  in  giving  his  Orders  relative 
to  this  bufinefs  ; and  tho^  the  Commifiion 
rendered  them  uneafy,  it  was  no  lefs  em- 
barrafiing  to  me  j for  I muft  either  betray 
theTruft  repofed  in  me,  or  facrifice  the  In- 
nocent. It  was  plain  that  if  I had  difap- 
proved  of  the  Works,  which  had  been 
ereded,  thofe  who  had  planned  them  would 
throw  the  blame  on  the  two  Architeds  ^ 
and,  as  thefe  could  neither  do  better  nor 
refufe  to  undertake  what  they  were  com- 
manded, it  would  be  barbarous  to-imputç 
the  error  to  them, 

( q)  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

VoL.  II.  Part  m.  ^ W? 
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We  took  thefe  poor  Fellows  with  u's, 
and  their  firft  Care,  -on  our  Arrival,  was 
to  rcprefent  the  Danger  to  which  they 
fliould  be  expofed,  if  I difapproved  of  their 
work.  I aiïured  them  that  their  Ignorance 
ought  to  be  their  Proted:ion  ; but  this  did 
not  relieve  them  from  their  Fears. 

'Idle  two  Minift'ers  now  prefled  me  to 
give  my  Opinion,  and  already  began  to* 
find  fault  with  the  Mafonry,  as  well  as  the 
bad  condition  of  the  Lodgments,  which 
had  been  eredted  within  the  Walls.  That^ 
faid  I,  is  of  little  Confequence  ; the  prin- 
cipal thing  to  be  confidered  is,  whether  the 
Cannon  carry  far  enough  to  make  the  Balls 
crofs  each  other  ; every  thing  elfe  may 
eafily  be  remedied.  Immediately  one  of 
the  Architedls  aflêrted  he  was  certain  they 
would.  Whether  they  do,  or  do  not,  faid 
I,  it  is  nothing  to  you  3 you  have  built 
where  you  were  diredled,  and,  if  the  diftance 
is  too  great  for  the  Artillery  to  command 
the  intermediate  fpace,  it  will  be  needlefs 
to  examine  your  part  of  the  buflnefs,  be- 
caufe,  every  thing  muft  be  demolifhed,  and 
a new  Situation  chofen. 


The 
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Then  Greek  then  perceived  the  Folly  of 
his  Reply,  and  the  Gunners  received  Or- 
ders to  charge  their  Pieces.  The  High 
Treafurer,  who,  of  all  the  Minifters,  had  had 
the  greateft  fhare  in  planning  thofe  works, 
propofed  we  fhould  go  upon  the  Strand,* 
and  obferve  the  Balls.  Thç  principal  En- 
gineer, added  he,  has  affured  me  he  has 
already  perceived  thém  crofs  each  other. 
I have  fo  rnuch  confidence,  replied  I,  in 
his  Obfervations,  that  I will  take  care  not 
to  make  mine  at  the  fame  Place  : 1 fhall  go 
to  the  top  of  the  Tower;  its  height  wdll 
better  enable  us  to  form  a Judgment. 

We  immediately  afcended  the  Battle- 
ments of  a wretched  Tower,  intended  by 
thefe  prudent  Planners  to  ferve  for  a Pow- 
der Magazine  ; and,  a Flag  having  been  dif- 
played  as  a %nal,  we  perceived,  diftinftly, 
that  the  Balls  from  the  Cannon,  on  each 
Side,  fcarcely  pafTed  over  a third  of  the 
Piftancc  between  the  two  Caflles, 

This  Experiment,  feveral  times  repeated, 
confirmed  our  Obfervations,  and  decided 
the  Queftion.  Any  examination  of  thç 
CQnflru<Sion  of  the  Caflles  was  now  fuper- 

P ? ‘ fluous. 
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fluous,  and  the  Inutility  of  the  Fortrefles 
compleatly  demon ilrated.  The  memorial 
was  fo  drawn  up  as  to  remove  the  appré- 
hendons of  the  two  Architects.  I dined 
with  the  Minifters,  and  we  afterwards  re- 
iinbarked,  to  return  to  Conftantinople,  and 
to  endeavour  to  dil'cover,  as  we  went  along, 
a proper  Situation  for  the  two  Cailles, 
thought  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  the 
Bofphorus. 

We  quickly  found  fuch  a one  : the  two 
firft  Capes  we  pafled,  Handing  at  a conve- 
nient Diftance,  and  fituated  in  fuch  a man- 
ner as  to  defend  the  Anchoring  Places 
before  them,  feemed  as  if  intended  for  the 
very  Purpofe.  A reprefentation  was  made 
of  thefe  Obfervations,  the  Minifters  gave 
in  an  account  of  what  had  been  done,  and 
the  conclufion  of  all  was  that,  for  above 
fix  Months,  I heard  no  further  mention  of 
this  Scheme. 

The  Superin  tendance  of  the  Foundery, 
and  the  daily  Exercifes  of  the  new  Regiment 
of  Gunners,  afforded  me  fufficient  Employ- 
ment, and  I thought  no  more  of  the  Project 
of  fortifying  the  Strait.  I imagined  the 
' Grand 
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Grand  Seignior  had  entirely  laid  it  alide, 
when  two  MefTages,  arriving  at  the  fame 
time,  the  one  from  the  Vifir,  and  the  other 
from  the  Reis-Effendi,  to  prefs  me  to 
repair  to  the  Porte,  made  me  fufpeét  fome 
particular  Orders  from  the  Interior  (r)  the  . 
execution  of  which  would  admit  of  no 
delay. 

I found  the  Minifters  all  affembled,  at 
the  Vilir’s,  in  great  agitation,  and  ftill  ter- . 

‘ rifled  with  the  Anger  and  Menaces  of  the 
Emperor^j-y.  Sultan  Muftapha,  who  often 
came  to  the  Porte,  to  confer  with  the  Of- 
ficers of  State,  and  receive  an  account  of 
their  Proceedings,  had  been  there  that 
morning.  Well  informed,  no  doubt,  that 
the  new  Caftles  had  never  been  begun,  he 
haftily  called  his  Minifters  together,  and 
the  opening  of  his  Harangue  made  them 
tremble.  Traitors,  faid  he,  you  have  fhaken 

{r)  This  Term,  which  is  a literal  Tranflation  of  the 
Turkifh  Expreflion,  is  ufed  to  fignify  the  Palace  of 
the  Grand  Seignior  j and  feems  better  fuited  than  any 
other  to  Defpotifm. 

, (s)  Thefe  particulars  I had  from  the  Reis-EfFendi, 

L 3 my 
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Tny  Throne,  and  arc  wholly  intent  on  my 
Deftrmflion. 

His  Eyes  fparkled  with  anger  and  his 
Auditory  were  flruck  dumb. 

Kmael  Bey  (t)t  more  daring  than  the 
others,  becaufe  more  certain  of  his  Maf- 
ter’s  Favour,  alone  had  the  Courage  to  re- 
queft  him  to  name  the  Traitor.  Yourfelf, 
replied  the  Sultan.  Where  are  the  Caftles 
that  Tott  was  to  have  built,  fix  months 
ago  ^ He  has  pitched  on  a favourable  Situa- 
tion : have  you  fupplied  him  with  the 
means  of  laying  the  firfl  Stone? 

The  Minifters  defended  themfelves  by 
declaring  they  had  received  no  fuch  Orders  : 
the  Grand  Seignior  declared  they  had,  and 
was  with  Difficulty  pacified  by  their  Affii- 
rances  that  Workmen  fhould  be  employed 
the  next  day.  We,  therefore,  appointed  a 
time  to  meet,  and  gave  a few  ftrokes  with 
a Pick- ax,  thatthefe  Officers  might,  with  a 
fafe  Confcience,  affure  the  Emperor  a be- 
ginning had  been  made. 

(t)  The  Name  of  the  Reis-Effendi. 

While 
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. While  -I  was  huly  in  forming  Plans  to 
take  every  Advantage  which  the  Situation 
afforded,  the  Vifir  confultcd  the  Adrolo- 
gers,  to  know  what  day  and  hour  were  moft 
proper  for  laying  the  firft  ^tont  fuj.  They 
had  refolved  the  important  Queflion,  and  I 
was  going  to  fet  out,  to  be  prefent  at  this 
Ceremony,  when  a Turk,  followed  by 
feveral  Tchoadars,  arrived,  and  announced 
that  he  came  from  the  Grand  Seignior. 
The  important  Demeanor  of  this  Perfon- 
age,  and  his  filent  Gravity,  w^ould  not  ' 
fuffer  him  haflily  to  explain  the  nature 
of  his  Miflion.  The  flownefs  with  which 
he  fwallowed  his  cup  of  Coffee, 'that  Pre- 
lude to  every  Turkifh  Converfation,  ferved. 
Hill  more,  to  increafe  my  Impatience. 

At  length,  he  drew  from  his  bofom  a 
fmall  Bag,  of  red  Satin,  with  which  he  pre- 
feated  me,  on  the  part  of  his  Mafter,  com- 
plimenting  me,  at  the  fame  time,  on  the 

('«)*' The  Abfurd  Science  of  Aftrolociy,  which  is 
founded  on  Fear,  and  exhibits  nothing  but  the  Igno- 
rance of  thofe  by  whom  it  is  regarded,  is  fo  much  re- 
vered, at  Conftantinople,that  the  Turks  have  a Muned- 
gim-Bachi;  Chief  of  the  Diviners. 
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Mark  of  DiftinfHon  it  enclofed,  and  the 
Prerogatives  attached  to  it.  In  the  meail 
time,  I opened  the  Bag,  ând  took  out  a 
bundle  of  Handkerchiefs,  embroidered  with 
Gold,  in  which  were  wrapped  four  Pieces 
of  Ebony,  joined  by  filver  hinges,  and  con- 
ftituting  the  Meafure  or  Standard  of  the 
Pic  fx)  ufed  in  Building.  You  may  now, 
continued  the  Turk,  difpofe,  at  Pleafure,  of 
all  the  Workmen  in  Conftantinople  5 and 
the  Pic  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  now  intrud- 
ed to  you,  extends  your  Authority  over  them 
to  the  inflidion  of  any  Punifhment. 

Such  high  Privileges  loft  much  of  their 
Value  in  my  hands;  but  I was  obliged  tb 
fhew  what  great  Eftimation  I held  them  in 
by  making  the  Bearer  a Prefent,  and  beftow- 
ing  a few  Sequins  on  his  Attendants. 

1 took  the  Standard,  along  with  my 
other  Inflruments,  and  fet  off  for  the  place 

(x)  Pic  is  the  name  of  the  Turkifh  Ell,  but  there 
are  various  kinds  of  this  Meafure.  The  French  £11, 
ui'ccl  to  meafure  Cloth,  is  equal  to  a Pic  and  three 
quarters.  'I'he  Indafai  is  another  fort  ufed  for  the 
meafurement  of  other  Stuffs  j and  the  Pic  employed 
in  Building,  which  is  the  longeft  of  them  all,  is 
two  Feet  four  Inches  three  Lines  long. 
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where  the  new  Caftles  were  to  be  ere6led. 
Here  I found  about  forty  Overfeers  of  the 
Workmen,  and  each  provided  with  a double 
Pic.  This  mark  of  Authority  making  me 
recoiled:  that  which  I had  received,  I re- 
folved,  while  I waited  for  the  aftrological 
Hour,  which  was  to  bring  the  Minifters, 
to  employ  the  time  in  examining  the  Mea- 
fures  of  thefe  Surveyors,  in  order  to  eftablidi 
that  Uniformity  without  which  no  exad- 
nefs  could  be  expeded. 

All  thefe  Gentlemen  came  round  me 
W’ith  great  Familiarity  ; and  their  Chief, 
who  ftiled  and  believed  himfelf  to  be  an 
Archited,  and  feemed  to  imagine  I 
Ihould  liften  to  all  he  faid,  propofed  to 
adjuft  all  the  Meafures  by  his  own.  It 
will  firft,  replied  I,  be  neceffary  to  exa- 
mine yours  : I immediately  took  from 
among  my  Indruments  the  little  crimfon 
Bag,  and  drew  out  the  Standard  i the  Sight 
made  the  whole  Company  retreat  ten  Paces 
at  lead. 

I took  advantage  of  this  fird  Surprize  to 
edablifh  my  Authority  by  an  Ad  of  Se- 
verity, which  Ihewed  my  Power  without 
being  cruel.  I commanded  all  their  Mea- 

furcs. 
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furcs,  which,  on  examination,  fhould  not 
be  found  conformable  to  the  Standard,  to 
be  deftroyed  ; none  of  them,  on  trial, 
efcaped  ; that  of  their  Chief  fliared  the 
common  Fate,  and  I caufed  new  ones  to 
be  made,  on  the  Spot,  divided  all  on  the 
fame  Scale. 

We  were  ftill  employed  in  this  manner 
when  the  Minifters  arrived,  and  repaired  to 
the  Place  I had  fixed  on  for  laying  the  fir  ft 
Stone.  That,  the  Mortar,  and  the  Work- 
men, were  all  in  readinefs.  The  High 
Treafurer,  holding  in  one  hand  the  Aftro- 
logical  Sentence,  and  his  Watch  in  the 
other,  obferved  the  Minute  with  the  moft 
fcrupulous  Enthufiafm  ; and  the  name  of 
God,  pronounced  at  the  laft  fécond,  was 
the  Signal  for  compleating  this  ridiculous 
Ceremony. 

My  Firft  Bufinefs  was  to  level  the 
Ground,  and  procure  from  it  the  neceftary 
materials  for  building  the  Caftles.  This 
could  not  be  effected  in  a Rock,  the  quality 
of  which  was  a Matrix  of  Porphyry,  but 
by  Gunpowder.  I collected,  and  lodged  in 
Barracks,  near  the  Works,  fifteen  hundred 

Macedo- 
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Macedonians,  who  are  the  Auvergnats  (y) 
of  Turkey* 

The  School  of  Artillery,  the  Foundery,  - 
and  the  new  Caftles,  obliged  me  to  go  fix 
Leagues  every  day  : the  Grand  Seignior 
gave  orders  to  the  Boftandgi'-Bachi  to  fur- 
nilh  me  with  the  Boatmen  of  the  Seraglio, 
who  received  an  extra  pay  from  the  Public 
Treafury  j and  from  that  time  my  Boat  was 
laid  up,  in  the  Arfenal,  by  the  Side  of  the 
Felucca  of  the  Grand  Seignior. 

The  firft  Work  of  the  New  Foundery 
was  to  be  a Train  of  Field  Artillery,  with 
which  the  Turks  were  entirely  unprovid- 
ed: it  was  to  be  ferved  by  the  new  Corps. 
The  Vifir,  in  ail  his  Letters  from  the 
Army*  was  very  prefling  for  its  Arrival,  and 
the  Grand  Seignior  gave  me  orders  to  pre- 
pare fifty  Four-Pounders,  and  their  Carri- 
ages, which  were  to  be  accompanied  by 
three  hundred  Suratchis,  infl:ru6ted  in  the 
new  School.  The  confl;ru6tion  of  the  Car- 
riages was  another  addition  to  my  Labours, 

(y)  Laborious  Mountaineers.  From  Auvergne  a 
mountainous  Province  of  France.  T. 
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and  the  building  of  the  Caftles  was  carried 
on,  with  the  utmofl  Expedition,  in  order 
to  fatisfy  the  Impatience  of  the  Emperor 
to  have  the  lower  Batteries  finiihed,  and 
fupplied  with  their  Artillery. 

But  though  the  Stone  was  procured  from 
the  Rock  on  which  we  built,  and  the  Ma- 
terials, confequently,  at  hand,  yet  the  Lay- 
ers of  Porphyry  it  contained,  by  refilling 
the  bell  tempered  Tools,  made  it  difficult 
to  penetrate  ; my  indefatigable  Macedoni-  ' 
ans,  however,  overcame  all  obflacles. 

Notwithflanding  the  Grand  Seignior  de- 
fired  fo  much  Difpatch,  I had  eflabliffied  a 
' Day  of  Reft,  and  permitted  the  Workmen 
to  go,  on  the  Sunday,  and  amufe  themfelves 
in  the  neighbouring  Village.  Thofe  who 
worked  at  the  Caftle,  on  the  European  fide, 
took  advantage  of  this  Indulgence  to  divert 
themfelves, at  Fanaraki  fzj.  Twenty-two 
Macedonians,  each  with  his  Mufquet  on 
his  ffioulder,  went  thither,  and  met  in  a 
Tavern,  where  they  fang  the  Victories  of 

(z)  A Village  fituated  in  Europe  on  the  Point  of 
the  Cape  which  ftands  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Strait, 
and  takes  its  name  from  the  Light* houfe  ereded  there,  " 

Alexander. 
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Alexander.  At  the  fame  time  a large  Saique, 
loaded  with  Ammunition,  for  Varna,  meet- 
ing with  a contrary  Wind,  had  anchored, 
under  Ihelter  of  the  Rock,  before  the  Vil- 
lage. 

Ninety  Turkifli  Soldiers  had  landed  from 
this  Velfel,  when  one  of  my  Workmen, 
having  left  his  Companions  to  take  the 
frelli  air,  happened  to  come  down  to  the 
Sea  Shore,  where  he  found  thefe  Turks,  all 
armed,  one  of  whom,  proud  of  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  their  number,  came  up  to  the  Mace- 
donian, and  gave  him  a blow  with  all  his 
force. 

The  latter,  having  no  Weapon  to  revenge 
the  Affront,  and  little  acquainted  with  the 
Turkifli  language,  only  made  a Sign  to  the 
Champion,  who  had  attacked  him,  to  w'ait 
till  he  came  back.  Immediately  he  returns 
to  the  Tavern,  and,  without  faying  a word 
to  his  Companions,  takes  his  Mufquet,  un- 
perceived, returns  to  the  Turks,  finds  out 
his  Adverfary,  and  makes  him  a fign  to 
flrike  him  again. 

The  T urk,  having  his  Piflol  in  his  hand, 
fired  it  clofe  to  his  head,  but  miffed  the 

Macedonian, 
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Macedonian,  who,  in  an  inftant,  Ihot  him 
through  the  Body,  and  fell  himfelf  by  the 
fire  of  more  than  eighty  Mufquets,  dif- 
charged  at  him  by  the  reft  of  the  Turks. 

The  report  of  the  Pieces  foon  roufed  the 
attention  of  the  twenty -one  Macedonians, 
who,  finding  one  of  their  Companions  gone, 
iei2ed  their  arms,  and  haftened  to  the  Sea- 
Shôre,  where  they  faw  their  Comrade  lying 
dead  by  the  fide  of  the  Turk.  Without 
further  Information,  they  charge  the  Ene- 
my, kill  nine  on  the  fpot,  and  drive  the 
feft  towards  the  Seaj  where  thefe  valiant 
Fellows,  fomc  in  boats,  and  fome  by  fwim- 
ming,  efcape  on  board  their  Veftel,  cut  the 
Cable,  and  get  out  of  danger,  by  ftanding 
away  from  fhore. 

This  Adventure  was  too  ferions  for  me 
not  to  receive  an  account  of  it  immediately. 
Two  Macedonians  were  difpatched  to  give 
me  information,  and,  being  defirous  to  be 
firft  with  the  Vifir,  I went  diredly  to  com- 
plain, to  that  Minifter,  of  the  Infult  offered 
the  Workmen  at  the  Caftles.  He,  having 
heard  what  I had  to  fay,  coolly  replied.  It  is 
very  well  ; let  us  think  no  more  about  it. 
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As  I did  not  imagine  he  already  knew  of 
the  Tranfaétion,  this  anfwer  did  not  feem 
fnfficient,  and  I continued  to  infift  on  fur- 
ther fatisfadtion.  What,  fays  he;  with 
warmth,  will  you  pretend,  then,  that  nine 
Mahometans,  killed  on  the  fpot,  are  not  a 
fufficient  number  of  Vidtims  to  atoné  for 
the  death  of  one  Infidel  ? 

I then  lowered  my  tone,  but  reprefented 
to  hirn,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  provide,  by 
the  fevered:  Orders,  for  the  Security  of  the 
Labourers.  At  this  rate,  added  he,  laugh- 
ing, you  and  your  fifteen  hundred  Macedo- 
nians will  make  a conqueft  of  the  country. 
Your  methods  of  protedting  yourfelves  are 
better  than  any  with  which  I can  furnifh 
you.  This  I knew  as  well  as  the  Vifir,  and, 
as  all  I expedled  was  to  procure  an  Indem- 
nity for  the  Greeks,  I returned,  perfedlly 
fatisfied  with  my  Négociation,  and  without 
any  appréhendons  for  the  confequences  of 
this  affair,  notwithftanding  the  Threats  of 
the  Company  of  the  Laffes,  which  no  one 
among  them  had  the  Courage  to  put  in  ex- 
ecution. 


The 
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The  Grand  Seignior  had  afligned  me  a 
Country  Houfe,  hired  at  his  Expence,  and 
fituated  on  the  Sea  Shore,  in  the  Village  of 
Tarapia.  As  this  was  at  an  equal  diftanca 
from  Conftantinople  and  the  Cailles,  it 
was  very  convenient  for  the  different  works 
I had  to  fuperintend.  One  day,  on  my  re- 
turn from  the  Foundery,  I learned  that  a 
Turkiih  Veffel,  from  the  Black  Sea,  meet- 
ing with  a contrary  wind,  oppofite  Tara- 
pia, had  overfet  at  the  Entrance  of  the 
Harbour, 

' The  Weather  was  fo  ferene,  and  they 
had  fo  fine  a Breeze,  that  is  was  difficult  to 
conceive  how  this  Accident  could  happen. 
Curious  to  enquire  into  its  Caufe,  I went 
down  to  the  Sea  Side,  and  the  firfl  thing  I 
faw  was  the  Keel  of  the  Veffel,  rifing  above 
the  Water.  The  Captain,  and  five  or  fix 
Sailors,  who  had  compofed  its  Crew,  had 
faved  themfelves  by  fwimming,  and  were 
fitting  on  the  ffiore,  in  melancholy  con- 
templation of  their  Difafier.  They  inform^, 
ed  me  that  a young  Girl  and  her  Mother, 
Pafiengers  on  board,  were  drowned. 
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But  this  did  not  explain  the  Reafon  of  fo 
extraordinary  an  Accident  : at  length,  after 
a great  many  Queftions,  I found  their  Ship, 
loaded  with  Planks  as  high  as  the  middle 
of  the  Maft,  had  failed  from  Sinope,  with- 
out any  Ballad’.  I fliuddered  to  think  of 
the.Rilk  they  had  run,  and  which  was  not 
to  be  avoided,  on  the  lead  change  of  ]Wind. 
They  only  owed  the  good  Fortune  of  not 
having  overfet  in  the  middle  of  the  Sea  to 
the  Wind  continuing  full  in  their  dern, 
till  it  had  brought  them  within  the  Strait, 
where  a flight  Gale  from  the  South  had,  at 
lad,  punifhed  them  for  their  ignoradee. 

It  was  plain,  from  their  own  account, 
that  this  was  the  fird  Voyage  the  Captain 
and  his  Sailors  had  made.  I took  pity  of’ 
them,  offered  them  aflldance  to  right  their 
Veflel;  and  my  Pity  increafed  when  I found 
that  a Turk,  who  pretended  to  be  very 
^fkilful  in  maritime  Affairs,  had  perfuaded 
them  to  advance  him  a hundred  Sequins, 
to  undertake  this  Operation.  I could  eafily 
imagine  this  Sum,  which  was  all  they  pof- 
feffed,  after  their  fhipwreck,  was  a dill 
greater  lofs  ; and  1 was  not  deceived. 

VoL.  11.  Part  III.  M Some 
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Some  Cordage,  brought  from  Conftan- 
tinople  in  a Shallop,  and  accompanied  by  a 
dozen  Leventis  (a)t  only  ferved,  by  bring* 
ing  the  Veflel  nearer  the  Shore,  to  place  it 
on  Rocks,  where  the  leaft  fwell  of  the  Sea 
muft  have  dafhed  it  to  pieces:  and  thefe 
officious  Affiftants,  pretending  they  muft 
have  more  Money,  left  it  in  this  condition. 

The  poor  (hip wrecked  Sailors  were,  now 
reduced  to  Defpair,  when  I fent  to  the 
Caftles  for  fome  Capfterns,  and  other  necef- 
fary  Apparatus,  with  which,  in  one  after- 
noon, I put  their  Ship  in  condition  to  con- 
tinue her  Voyage  to  Conftantinople. 

It  was  truly  affedting  to  fee  the  Joy  of 
thefe  poor  Fellows,  and  their  eagernefs  to 
colledl  me  a Prefent.  I,  however,  would 
accept  nothing,  but  a Promife  that  they 
would  never  again  fail  without  Ballaft. 
Misfortune  gives  good  advice,  faid  the  Cap- 
tain j and  I will  make  ufe  of  that  you  have 
given  us  to  offer  you  a Tribute  of  Gratitude 
more  fuitable  to  the  Services  we  have  re- 
ceived. In  fliort,  fome  months  after,  he 

(o)  Sailors  on  board  their  Ships  of  War. 
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returned  to  me  again,  accompanied  by  the 
I'ame  Sailors,  loaded  with  dried'  Railins, 
Butter,  and  other  Provifions,  from  the 
Black  Sea.-  They  likevvife  brought  feveral 
Sheep* 

I made  him  come  in,  but  was  determin- 
ed to  receive  no  part  of  his  Prefent.  You 
fee,  faid  he,  the  unfortunate  Sailors  who 
are  indebted  to  you  for  their  Prefervation. 
God  has  bleffed  your  Good- work  ; we' have 
made  a profperous  Voyage;  whatever  we 
poflefs  is  juftly  your  due,  and  we  bring' you 
this  Teftimony  of  our  Gratitude.  ' 

I am  extremely  pleafed  to  fee  you  again, 
replied  I,  but  will  not  forfeit  the  merit  of 
what  I have  done,  by  accepting  a Reward. 
You  need  not  entertain  fuch  a fear,  an- 
fwered  he  ; but  we  have  determined  to 
make  this  annual  Offering,  that  God  may 
biefs  our  Undertakings.  I was  now  ftill 
more  refolved  not  to  accept  any  thing  ; 
but  the  Turk,  more  afFe<fl:ed  by  my  Refu- 
fal,  than  I could  have  expe6ted,  faid  to  me, 
turning  pale  as  he  fpoke,  You  certainly 
may  refufe  if  you  pleafe,  but,  depend  upon 
it,  we  will  not  accept  fuch  a refufal  with- 
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out  placing  ourfelves  and  our  Veffel,  once 
more,  in  the  fame  lltuation  from  which  we 
were  delivered  by  your  means. 

The  manner  in  which  he  uttered  this 
Expreflion  had  fuch  an  Effedt  upon  me 
that  I was  forced  to  accept  their  Prefent  ; 
but  ftipulated  it  fhould  be  the  only 
one/'^y. 

The  Grand  Vifir  had  long  dehred  to  fee 
my  Foundery,  and  I was  employed  in  get- 
ting ready  the  new  Train  of  Field- Pieces, 
which  were  much  wanted  by  the  Army, 
when  that  Minifter  was  announced.  The 
activity  wdth  which  thele  Works  were 
carried  on  enabled  me  to  explain  Particu- 
lars } and,  when  we  came  to  the  Forges, 
he  fcated  himfclf  on  an  Anvil. 

We  converfed,  with  much’ earneftnefs, 
on  the  mod:  important  Subjects,  while  one 
of  the  Tchoadars,  who  attended  him,  in- 

(ij  This  Anecdote,  of  the  Gratitude  of  thefe  men, 
«ught  not  to  be  fuppofed  to  Charaderife  the  Turkifli 
Nation,  any  more  than  could  a Single  Inftance  of  In- 
gratitude. 7'hc  difpofition  of  a whole  People  muft  be 
judged  of  by  their  general  Manners,  which  can  only  be 
known  by  carefully  colledting  individual  Inftanccs. 

I terrupted 
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terrupted  me,  every  moment,  by  requeu- 
ing a Gratuity.  At  length,  tired  of  his 
importunities,  and  ftill  more  offended  that 
they  were  permitted  by  his  Mafter,  I 
thought  to  put  an  end  to  them  by  bidding 
him  at  leaft  to  flay  till  our  Converfation 
was  ended.  Yes,  faid  he,  but  he  will  go 
then,  and  I fliall  no  longer  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  remind  you  of  me.  This  An- 
fwer  was  infolent  enough,  but  it  appear- 
ed fo  to  me  only.  I gave  him  two  fequins, 
but  was  told  there  were  a great  many  Atten- 
dants. I then  gave  him  four,  and  the  Vifir, 
who  had  faid  nothing  all  this  while,  began 
again  to  afk  me  queftions,  as  before. 

At  length  he  returned  to  his  Boat,  after 

having  diftributed,  by  his  Treafurer,  a 

hundred  Sequins  among  the  Workmen,  be- 

fides  thofe  he  gave  my  Domeftics.  I had 

accompanied  him  to  his  Boat,  in  which 

he  had  taken  his  feat,  and  the  Rowers  were 

( 

juft  going  to  pufh  off,  when  an  Officer  of 
the  Artillery,  who  attended  me  every  where, 
laid  hold  of  the  Stern  of  the  Boat,  flop- 
ped it,  and  demanded  a Gratuity  which  he 
had  not  yet  received.  An  Officer  of  the 
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Fleet,  who  waited  on  me  in  like  manner, 
made  the  like  requefl;.  The  Firft  Mini- 
Fer  enquired  of  his  Treafurer  why  thefe 
two  men  had  received  no  fliare  of  the  Dif- 
tributions.  The  Claimants  replied,  becaufe 
they  were  walking  before  me.  They  con- 
tinued their  Solicitation,  and  the  Vifir, 
from  whom  a fingle  look  was  fufficient  to 
- make  the  boldeft  tremble,  could  not  dif- 
engage  himfelf  from  their  Importunity,  but 
by  giving  four  Sequins  to  each.  flow 
could  I complain  of  his  Servant,  when 
mine  were  no  lefs  troublefome  ? 

This  Firft  Minifter,  whofe  Character 
I have  already  drawn,  only  preferved  his 
Place  by  giving  up  the  Reins  of  Govern- 
ment to  the  Reis-Effendi,  who,  fubtle  and 
teferved,  managed  the  public  affairs  with 
fo  much  negligence  that,  talking  one  day 
with  him,  and  the  converfation  turning  on 
the  Gonqueft  of  Conftantinople,  by  the 
Turks,  and  the  inftability  of  the  moft 
powerful  Empires,  he  afked  me  where  I 
thought  an  unfuccefsful  War  might  carry 
them.  Over  the  way,  faid  I.  He  immediate- 
ly looked  through  the  Window,  and,  after 

glancing 
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glancing  at  the  Coafl;  of  A fia,  there  are  fonae 
pleafant  Vallies,  replied  he,  turning  to  me, 
with  a Smile  : we  fhall  build  delightful 
Kiolks. 

It  is  eafy  to  judge,  from  this  Anfwer, 
that  Ifmael  Bey,  little  affedled  by  thofe 
Misfortunes  in  which  he  did  not  immedi- 
ately {hare,  principally  endeavoured  to  get 
through  the  ufual  Bufinefs,  in  the  cuflom- 
ary  Manner,  and  took  the  Orders  of  the 
Grand  Seignior  as  his  Protection,  in  all 
matters  of  importance  ; regarding  more  the 
keeping  his  place  than  the  doing  his  Duty. 
His  connections  with  Ifed  Bey  had  advan- 
ced him  to  and  maintained  him  in  his  Pofl  j 
and  this  latter,  fatisfied  with  his  Matter’s 
favour,  preferved  it  without  Intrigue,  en- 
joyed it  without  Ambition,  and,  was  anxi- 
ous to  do  good,  though  not  fufficiently  in- 
formed to  know  how  it  was  to  be  done. 

I was  very  intimate  with  the  Favorite  ; 
he  was  the  Inftrument  of  Communication 
between  his  Matter  and  me,  and,  by  giving 
him  an  account  of  our  Converfations,  fur-  • 
nithed  me  with  the  means  of  indirect  In- 
finuation,  which  I often  ufed.  It  was 

M 4'  through 
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through  him  I was  confulted  by  the  Empe- 
ror, whofe  views,  becoming  every  day  more 
extenfive,  led  him  to  think  ferioufly  of 
the  Projecfl  of  cutting  through  the.Ifth- 
mus  of  Suez.  He  was  defirous  of  adding, 
to  the  Knowledge  I already  poflelTed  on  that 
Subject,  the  information  of  feveral  commif- 
fioned  Infpe(ftors  who  had  been  in  Egypt  ; 
and  it  will  be  feen,  in  the  fourth  Part  of 
thefe  Memoirs,  that,  if  Muftapha  had  lived 
to  have  undertaken  this  Work,  he  would 
not  have  found  it  difficult  to  execute  a De- 
fign  which  muft  have  produced  vaft  Revo- 
lutions in  the  Policy  of  Nations. 

He  certainly  did  not  poffefs  the  fame 
Penetration,  when,  allured  by  apparent  Ad- 
vantage ; he  adulterated  the  Coin.  One 
Tair-Aga,  in  favor  with  Muftapha,  during 
the  beginning  of  his  Reign,  and  appoint- 
ed Superintendant  of  the  Mint,  had  ad- 
,vifed  this  erroneous  Meafure.  Though 
I have  no  doubt  but  that,  having  better 
difeovered  his  true  Intereft,  had  he  lived 
till  the  Peace,  there  would  have  been  a 
new  Coinage.  The  Sacrifice  which  this 

required 
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required  could  not  be  expeded  during  the 
War.  Specie  was  necelTary;  the-Treafury 
began  to  be  exhaufted  ; Money  was  conti- 
nually coining,  and  the  Silver  Pieces  redu- 
ced to  the  low  value  before  defcribed,  lohng 
their  Dudility,  frequently,  at  the  very  firfl: 
flroke  of  the  Engine,  broke  the  Dies  j the 
Steel  of  which  was  as  ill  prepared  as  it  was 
badly  tempered. 

This  Inconvenience,  which  retarded,  or 
rather  intirely  flopped,  a Fabrication  that 
would  admit  of  no  delay,  required  a fpeedy 
Remedy.  I was  requefted  to  point  one  out, 
and  remembering  that,  with  the  Ignorant, 
it  is  neceffary  to  feem  to  know  what  we  do 
not,  in  order  to  preferve  the  merit  of  the 
Knowledge  we  really  polTefs,  I undertook 
this  Bufinefs,  informed  myfelf  of  its  Prin- 
ciples, and  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  prevent 
the  Dies  from  flying. 

, While  I was  thus  employed,  the 
Workmen,  who  were  interefted  in  the 
deftrudion  of  the  Dies,  not  able  to  make 
any  other  Objedion,  endeavoured  to  take 
advantage  of  the  methods  I employed  to 
perfed  their  temper.  They  pretended  that 
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I only  made  nfe  of  Urine  inftead  of  Water, 
for  the  pleafure  of  defiling  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior's Name,  by  dipping  it  in  fo  impure  a 
Liquid  ; and,  after  having  fpread  abroad 
this  ridiculous  Report,  they  made  a formal 
Complainrof  it  to  the  Grand  Seignior. 

It  feems  impoflible  that  fuch  an  Abfur- 
dity  fhould  be  regarded  ; yet,  fuch  is  the 
force  of  Prejudice,  the  Grand  Seignior 
himfelf  thought  it  an  accufation  worthy 
attention.  Perhaps  he  imagined  I Ihould 
be  able  to  prove  myfelf  innocent  of  the 
Charge.  He  fent  me  an  Account  of  what 
was  alledged  againfl  me,  and  requefted  me 
to  make  my  Defence.  The  very  Paper,  on 
■ which  my  Accufers  wrote,  fupplied  me 
with  the  means  : confeffing,  therefore,  the 
Fadt,  and  the  refped  due  to  the  Emperor's 
Name,  I added,  that  it  was  not  proper  to  * 
pay  it  greater  regard  than  was  due  to  the 
Name  of  God,  which  was  daily  written  on 
a fubftance  made  from  Rags,  left  to  fteep 
in  Filth.  This  Anfwer,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  perfuaded  the  Grand  Seignior  he 
had  fuffered  no  Infult,  was  a fufficient 
Ridicule  of  the  Calumny.  . . 
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The  Sultan,  not  content  with  a few  ufe- 
ful  Improvements,  which  might  remedy,  for 
a time,  the  Vices  that  infefted  every  Branch 
of  Adminiftration,  was  defirous  to  extend 
Knowledge  of  every  kind,  and  requefted 
me  to  found,  and  dired:,  a Mathematical 
School.  The  Body  of  Mathematicians,  in- 
flituted  by  Soliman,  exclaimed  againft  this 
Innovation,  which  feemed  to  accufe  the 
Muhendis  (Mathematicians)  of  Ignorance, 
for  whole  Knowledge  their  Chief  was  ready 
to  anfwer.  His  Highnefs  ordered  thefe  Geo- 
metricians Ihould  be  previoully  admitted 
to  an  Examination,  in  the  prefence  of  two 
of  the  Minifters,  appointed  Commiffioners 
for  that  purpofe. 

On  the  Day  fixed  for  this  bufinefs,  we 
met,  and,  if  thefe  learned  Men  were  not  per- 
fedlly  at  their  eafe,  I myfelf  experienced  no 
fmall  anxiety.  My  fituation  was  certainly 
cmbarrafling  : I wilhed  to  prove  my  Superi- 
ority, yet  was  fearful  of  humbling  others, 
and  mull  either  offend  my  Vanity  or  my 
Delicacy. 

The  Alfembly  was  compofed  of  the  Reis- 
Effendi,  the  High  Treafurer,  the  Sheir- 
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Emini,  the  Chief  of  the  Geometricians,  and 
fix  learned  Men,  chofen  out  of  this  Body,  to 
defend  its  Honor.  I was  the  Scare-crow 
of  this  Meeting,  the  Buhnefs  of  which  was 
opened  by  Ifmael-Bey,  in  a Difcourfe,  dif- 
playing  the  Intereft  of  the  State,  and  the 
Will  of  the  Sovereign  ^ and,  univerfal  atten- 
tion being  excited,  I was  requefted  to  begin 
^ my  Examination. 

I had  long  refleded  on  the  fubje<fl:,  and 
having  determined  for  the  fide  of  Mode- 
ration, modeftly  alked  their  Chief  what 
was  the  Value  of  the  three  Angles  of  a Tri- 
angle. I was  reqiiefted  to  propofe  the 
Queftion  once  more,  and,  all  the  Learned 
having  looked  on  each  other,  the  boldefi: 
among  them  replied,  with  firmnefs.  It  is 
according  to  the  Triangle.  I was  firuck 
dumb  with  Afionifhment  ; but  muft  con- 
fefs  I had  need  to  receive  fo  abfurd  an  An- 
fwer,  not  to  be  afiiamed  of  my  Queftion, 

To  continue  the  Examination  longer 
would  have  been  needlefs.  I contented  my- 
felf  with  refolving  my  Queftion,  and  de- 
monftrating  this  mathematical  Truth.  The 
Ignorance  of  th^fe  pretended  Mathematici- 
ans 
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,,ans  needed  no  Demonftratîon  ; but  I muft 
do  juftice  to  their  Zeal  for  the  Sciences  : 
they  all  requefted  to  be  received  into  the 
new  School,  and  nothing  was  now  thought 
of  but  its  Eftablilhment. 

1 had  gone  to  the  Porte,  to  confer  on 
fome  Particulars,  relative  to  this  Bulinefs, 
and  the  Vihr  had  referred  me  to  the  Mek- 
toobchi,  or  Secretary.  I found  him  bufy 
making  out  fome  Difpatches,  and  fat  down 
on  a Sofa  till  he  had  finifhed.  A Shek  fcj 
of -Mecca  came  and  feated  himfelf  befide  me. 
This  was  one  of  thofe  Fanatics  who,  be- 
■caufe  they  were  born  in  their  Holy  Land, 
think  themfelves  fuperior  Beings,  infult  all 
temporal  Authorities,  and  afk  Charity  with 
Infolence.  I had  often  feen  this  fame  Man 
violently  open  the  Door  of  the  Vilir,  place 
himfelf  by  his  fide,  and  never  leave  him 
till  he  had  bellowed  a Piece  of  Gold,  the 
only  method  by  which  he  could  get  rid  of 
his  Company.  This  compliment  he  now 

(c)  A kind  of  Arabian  Princes,  Defcendants  of 
Mahomef,  who  attend  the  Holy  Mofque^  indulge 
themfelves  in  every  for-tof  Infolence,  and  folicit  Cha- 
rity from  the  Great. 
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expelled,  ' and  behaved  himfelf  in  a very 
haughty  manner.  The  Mektoobchi,  who 
was  not  difpofed  to  part  with  his  Money, 
entered,  while  he  was  prefent,  into  every 
Particular  relative  to  the  new  Eftablilh- 
ment,  and  turned  the  Difcourfe  on  the  vari- 
ous Undertakings  in  which  I was  concerned. 
- The  Shek,  who  was  very  attentive,  look- 
ed on  me  with  Aftonilhment,  and  knew  not 
how  to  reconcile  my  Habit  with  the  Au- 
thority I leemed  to  have  acquired.  The 
Mektoobchi,  having  been  fent  for  by  the 
-Vilir,  begged  me  to  wait  till  he  returned, 
,and  left  me  with  this  Shek,  and  a Secreta- 
.ry,  who  was  writing  at  one  corner  of  the 
Apartment. 

The  Silence  we  kept,  for  fome  time,  was 
firft  interrupted  by  the  Emir  ; the  green 
Turban  of  the  Shek  fliewing  his  relationlhip 
to  the  Prophet.  Since  you  are  fo  much 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  True  Faith, 
faid  he,  addreffing  himfelf  to  me,  why  do 
you  not  embrace  it,  and  abjure  thofe  Er- 
rors which  actions  the  mofl  meritorious  can- 
not expiate  ? 
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Scarcely  had  he  finilhed  this  Apoflolic 
Harangue  when  the  Secretary  whofe  Pen 
dropt  out  of  his  hand,  threatened  he  would 
go,  diredly,  give  an  account  to  the  Vifir 
of  his  Infolence,  and  have  him  driven  from 
the  Porte.  I interrupted  the  Secretary,  and 
requefted  him  not  to  be  fo  warm,  but  to 
leave  me  to  anfwer  the  Shek,  who  was  fome- 
what  difconcerted  by  this  Reprimand.  I 
can  eadly  imagine,  faid  I,  to  that  pious 
Mud'ulman,  that  you  take  every  opportu- 
nity to  propagate  your  Faith,  and  I thank 
•you  for  accounting  me  worthy  to  embrace 
your  Creed  : but  I think  I can  point  out  a 
Miffion  much  more  becoming  your  Zeal  ; 
and  that  is,  the  Converfion  of  a great  num- 
ber of  green  Turbans,  who,  like  you,  are 
related  to  the  Prophet  though  they  have 
little  belief  in  his  Law.  Go,  and  convince 
them,  and,  when  you  have  completed  that 
good  Work,  return  to  me  and  I lhall  know 
better  what  to  anfwer. 

A loud  Laugh,  from  the  Secretary,  co- 
vered the  unfortunate  Shek  with  Confufion  ; 
and  the  Servants,  who  always  liften  at  the 
Doors,  afked  him,  as  he  went  out,  if  he 
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was' going  to  convert  the  green  Turbans. 
Prefently  all  the  Porte  was  acquainted  with 
this  Sarcafm,  and  the  poor  Shek  was  afliam- 
ed  to  be  feen  there  any  more.  The  Mek- 
toobchi,  informed  of  this  .Scene  at  his  re- 
turn, apologized  for  what  had  palTed,  laugh- 
ed at  my  reply,  and  expedited  the  neceflary 
Orders,  for  the  Eftablilhment  of  the  new 
School. 

This  School,  principally  intended  to  pro- 
^mote  maritime  Knowledge,  was  eftablilhed 
at  the  Arienal;  but  none  could  be  admitted 
except  perfons  old  enough  to  ferve  thofe 
views  of  prefent  Advantage  with  which  it 
was  undertaken.  Captains  of  Ships,  with 
white  Beards,  and  other  Scholars  of  mature 
Age,  left  me  no  occafion  to  forbid  Playful- 
nefs,  and  boyilh  Tricks.  I every  day  dic- 
tated the  LelTon  in  Turkilh,  each  Scholar 
wrote  it  down  in  his  Book,  and  I appointed 
one  to  repeat  it  to  the  whole  School  the  fol- 
lowing day  (d). 

This 

{d)  This  MethoJ,  of  m.'iking  Scholars  Teachers 

each  other,  might  be  praftifed,  with  Succefs,  in 
otjr  Seminaries.  Nothing  is  fo  well  learned  as  what 
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This  method,  by  fixing  the  attention  of 
my  Scholars,  caufed  them  to  make  a very 
rapid  Progrefs  ; at  the  end  of  three  Months 
they  were  able  to  work,  in  the  Field,  all 

the  Problems  which  refujt  from  the  four 

* 

Theorems  of  plane  Trigonometry;  which 
was  as  much  of  this  kind  of  Knowledge 
as  was  required.  It  was  only  neceffary  to 
form  a few  Field  Engineers,  and  fome  Sea-» 
men  capable  of  taking  an  Altitude,  fleering 
by  the  Compafs,  and  keeping  a Ship’s  Reck- 
oning. This  was  very  fufficient  for  Scholars 
ÇiiCty  years  of  Age. 

I had  agreed,  with!  Sultan  Muflapha,  that 
thefe  Studies  fhould  be  perfeded  by  Prac- 
tice ; and  that  two  Frigates  fhould  be  fitted 
out,  and  conflantly  kept  failing,  within  his 
fight,  in  the  Strait,  which  feparates  Con- 
flantinople  from  Prince’s  IflandS|^^y.  Their 
Method  of  Ship-building,  likevvife,  flood  in 


we  explain  to  another;  and  to  make  Vanity  incite  In- 
duftry  will  always  infure  Initruction. 

(e)  This  Projedl,  which  could  only  take  efFedl  af- 
ter fome  Months  teaching,  was  dropt  on  the  Death 
of  Muftapha  ; whofe  Aâivity,  alone,  gave  force  to 
Minifters,  who  were  corrupt  by  the  very  nature  of 
the  Government. 
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great  need  of  Improvement.  I was  afked 
for  new  Plans,  which  I made  hade  to  fur- 
nifli;  but  no  part  of  them  was  adopted,  ex- 
cept the  Decorations  of  the  Stern.  My 
Propofition  to  lower  the  Decks  was  reject- 
ed, on  account  of  the  height  of  their  Tur- 
bans ; and  that  of  railing  the  Malt  becaufe, 
as  it  would  occalion  the  VelTel  to  heel,  that 
would  incommode  the  Crew, 

Such  were  the  Objections  raifed  againft 
both  me  and  the  Arfenal.  I cannot  doubt 
of  thcfe  Abfurdities,  nor  oblige  them  to  be 
believed.  The  Ship  La  Ferme  y ceded  to 
the  Grand  Seignior,  could  not  produce  an 
improvement  in  the  make  of  the  Tiller, 
becaufe  Defpotifm,  though  it  can  dellroy, 
cannot  reform.  We  have  already  feen  that 
the  Ellablilhment  of  the  new  Foundery  had 
not  abolidied  the  old.  The  Funds  intend- 
ed for  the  Artillery  were  fpent  upon  that; 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  necelTary 
Supplies  were  obtained  for  what  W'as  ac- 
knowledged to  be  much  more  ufeful. 

The  Body  of  the  Geometricians  had  a 
certain  Revenue,  but  the  new  School  had 
no  Encouragement  ; and,  of  all  the  new 

Eftabliffi- 
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Eftablifliments,  the  Corps  of  Suratchîs, 
alone,  founded  in  Perpetuity,  received  the- 
Sums  appointed  'for  its  maintenance  j but 
it  has  been  already  obferved  that  this  money 
‘ was  taken  from  fome  fubaltern  Knaves,  who 
had  not  fufficient  Power  to  preferve  the  fruit 
of  their  Extortions. 

The  Abufes  which  prevailed  in  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  maritime  Affairs,  being  bet- 
ter protected,  were  with  difficulty  attacked  ; 
however,  the  exceffive  Expence  of  mailing 
a Ship,  for  want  of  a Machine,  to  raife  the 
Mails,  of  which  I had  often  fpoken,  in- 
duced the  Government  to  requefl  me  tô 
conflrudl  one.  It  was  determined  to  fix  it 
by  the  fide  of  the  Careening  Place.  The 
Superintendant  of  the  Marine  had  orders  to 
furnifh  me  with  the  neceffary  Timber.  I 
contrived  a convenient  Shed  for  my  Car- 
penter, and  £xed  its  height  at  one  hundred 
and  twenty  Feet. 

The  badnefs  of  the  Ground  obliged  me 
to  make  ufe  of  Piles  in  the  Foundation;  and, 
fince  the  Solidity  of  my  Work  depended  on 
it,  I beflow’ed  a great  deal  of  care  on  this 
Particular;  which  will  appear  lefs  furpri- 
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ling  than  the  Reproach  of  the  Admiral  on 
my  cafing  the  Piles  with  Iron.  That,  faid 
he;  is  throwing  the  Grand  Seignior’s  Mo- 
ney into  the  Sea.  He  alfo  objed:ed  to  my 
ufing  fo  many  ; however,  his  Highnefs  did 
not  think  proper  to  facrifice,  to  fuch  paltry 
Oeconomy,  the  Solidity  of  a work,  the  Ma- 
nagement of  which  he  had  committed  en- 
tirely to  me. 

The  Porte  continued  to  encourage  my 
hopes  that  an  EftabliHiment  Ihould  be 
granted  my  mathematical  Pupils,  without 
which  they  could  not  devote  themfelves  to 
thofe  Studies;  but  nothing  was  done  ; 
and  my  young  Scholars  began  to  be  weary 
of  labouring,  at  their  own  Expence,  and 
w'ithout  any  Profpedt.  My  reprefentations 
on  this  fubjedt,  however,  procured,  by  the 
means  of  the  Superintendant  of  the  Coin, 
fame  Gold  Medals  to  be  druck  ; with  the 
Cypher  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  on  one  fide, 
and,  on  the  other,  an  Infcription  relative  to 
the  School. 

The  Reis-Elfendi  was  ordered  to  be  pre- 
fent,  at  the  firfi:  Examination,  to  diftri- 
bute,  to  thofe  whom  1 fliould  nominate 

thefe 
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thefe  Medals,  which  were  to  be  worn  pen- 
’ dant  from  a Gold  Chain,  and  to  add  the 
moft  pofitive  Promifes  of  Promotion  and 
Fortune.  This  redoubled  their  Affiduity, 
and  I foon  had  a Scholar  fufficiently  inftru<5t- 
cd  to  repair  to  the  Army  ; which,  continu- 
ing ftill  at  Babagdag,  did  not  promifea  Cam- 
paign more  adlive  than  the  former.  We 
were,  indeed,  fo  accuftomed  to  this  Inadtion 
that  I never  alked  the  Minifters  any  Quef- 
tions- concerning  military  Operations. 

It  fhould  feem,  too,  that,  fince  I was  en- 
tirely  occupied  with  the  bufinefs  of  the  Arfe- 
nal,  and  the  School,  it  would  be  ftrange  to 
enquire  of  me  concerning,what  pafled  in  the 
Army.  Yet,  one  day,  the  Vifir  alked  me, 
very  ferioufly,  whether  the  Ottoman  Army 
was  numerous.  If,  I replied,  I wiihed  to 
know,  I think  I ought  to  afk  you  that  Quef- 
tion.  I am  fure  I do  not  know,  anfwered 
he.  • And  how  then  ihould  I ? By  reading 
the  Gazette  of  Vienna,  replied  he. 

I was  confounded  ; fo  many  Abfurdities 
could  not  be  counterbalanced  by  the  im- 
proving Underftanding  of  Muftapha  ,*  and 
what  was  moft  unfortunate  for  this.  Empire 
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was,  that  this  Prince',  whofe  Health  was 
declining,  though  his  Activity  fupported 
him,  at  len?th  died.  He  left  the  Throne 
to  his  Brother,  the  only  remaining  Son  of 
Achmet,  and  who,  having  been  confined* 
ever  lince  the  death  of  his  Father,  was  of 
a mild  Temper,  and  naturally  defirous  of 
Reft,  which  he  wiQied  to  enjoy  on  the 
Throne,  after  having  paffed  forty  years  iri 
Fear  and  Solitude. 

His  firft  Employment  was  to  go  about 

t 

his  own  Palace,  where  he  was  â Stranger, 
to  open  every  Coffer  he  found,  and  diftri- 
bute,  to  thofe  about  him,  whatever  was 
moft  valuable.  Tlie  Change  he  experi- 
enced in  his  Situation  took  effedt,  for  a 
whole  Year,  on  the  moft  effential  Intereft 
of  the  Oriental  Princes,  whofe  Defpdtifm 
feems  only  intent  on  the  perpetuation  of 
Defpots. 

The  Ceremony  of  the  Coronation  has 
already  been  defcribed,  and  the  Accefllon 
of  AbdulyHamid  (Servant  of  God)  afforded 
nothing  remarkable,  except  his  firft  Edidt; 
in  which,  after  the  Form  cuftomary  on  fuch 
pccafions,  he  enjoined  his  Minifters  to  take 

I care 
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care  of  the  new  Eftabhfhments  of  his  Pre- 
deceflbr.  The  fame  reafoning  which  had 
di<ftated  this  Phrafe  determined  him,  no 
doubt  to  make  his  firft  excurhon  to  the 
School  of  Artillery  ; and  the  Minifter,  in- 
forming me  I fhould  receive  a vifit  from 
him,  at  Kiathana,  invited  me  to  amufe  the 
new  Sovereign  in  the  manner  I judged  mod: 
proper. 

The  Mode  in  which  I fhould  pay  him 
Refped:  was  alfo  left  to  my  own  Choice  ; 
and,  dedrous  to  fix  his  attention  on  the 
Addrefs  of  the  Suratchis,  I commanded  a 
Detachment  of  that  Corps  to  repair  to  Ka- 
ra-Agatcha  (J)j  with  a fingle  Piece  of 
Cannon,  and  falute  the  Sultan,  as  foon  as 
his  Boat  fhould  come  in  fight,  with  twen-- 
ty-one  Difcharges. 

This  had  all  the  effed:  I could  have  wifh- 
ed.  The  Grand  Seignior,  furprized  at  the 
Report  of  the  fécond  firing,  ordered  his  Boat- 
men to  lay  on  their  Oars  (g)  till  the  Salute 

(f)  A Palace  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  fituated  at  the 
entrance  of  the  River  of  Kiathana,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Harbour. 

(g)  This  is  fometimes  done  to  fhew  refpecl  to  the 
Salute,  but  is  never  pradtifed  by  the  Sovereign. 
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was  ended.  This  ferved  for  a Signal  to 
draw  up  the  Regiment  in  front  of,  and  two 
hundred  Paces  diftant  from,  the  Kiofk 
which  was  to  receive  his  Highnefs.  As 
there  were  fome  fraall  Pieces  near,  belong- 
ing to  the  new  School,  I placed  a Tartar  to 
ftand  Centinel,  who  had  ferved  among  the 
Ruffians,  and  knew  the  European  Difci- 
pline  too  well  to  leave  his  Poll:. 

The  heavy  Artillery,  which  I had  point- 
ed at  a Mark,  and  loaded  with  Ball,  gave 
twenty-one  Difcharges  as  foon  as  the 
Grand  Seignior  was  feated.  X continued 
near  the  Kiofk  to  receive  his  Orders,  and 
remarked  he  beftowed  little  attention  on 
the  old  Gunners,  but  much  on  the  Tartar, 
who,  with  his  Bayonet  fixed,  remained  im- 
moveable by  the  fide  of  the  fmall  Pieces. 

When  the  Salute  was  over*  he  faid  fome-  • 
thing  to  his  Selidlar,  who  direélly  came  to 
me*  to  requefi,  on  the  part  of  his  High- 
nefs* the  Pardon  of  the  Culprit,  whom  I 
had  obliged  to  perform  Penance  ; alledging 
that  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  Sovereign 
fhould  difplay  his  Clemency.  I immedi- 
ately approached  the  Sultan,  to  aflure  him 

that 
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that  this  Soldier,  placed  as  Centinel,  far 
from  fuffering  Punilhment,  was  only  too 
happy  to  have  excited,  but  for  a Moment, 
the  attention  and  concern  of  his  Emperor  5 
but  if  your  Highnefs,  added  I,  imagines 
him  to  fuffer  Punifhment,  that  is  fufficient 
to  deliver  him  from  his  apparently  uneafy 
Situation  j and,  turning  to  the  Tar- 
tar, I ordered  him  to  rejoin  his  Colours. 
No,  faid  the  Grand  Seignior,  let  him  re- 
main ; I did  not*  mean,  when  I requefted 
the  Pardon  of  a Man  I fuppofed  an  Offend- 
er, to  difpenfe  with  the  Rules  which  you 
have  eftablhhed  ; far  from  wifhing  to  in- 
fringe, I am  come  to  learn,  and  confirm 
them.  A fécond  Order  replaced  the  Centinel 
in  his  fiation,  and  his  former  Immobility. 

The  Grand  Seignior  then  defired  me  to 
begin  the  Exercife,  and,  while  I went  to 
bring  up  the  Regiment,  his  Highnefs,  ftill 
attentive  to  the  Tartar,  gave  fome  Sequins, 
to  one  of  his  Pages,  to  carry  to  that  Auto- 

(h)  The  Turks  pretend  that  what  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior fays  mu  ft  always  be  true.  A Defpot  cannot  be 
deceived,  and  his  Slaves  muft  contrive  to  validate 
whatever  he  imagines  or  aflerts. 
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maton.  Immediately  the  Page  approaches, 
with  a deliberate  air,  and,  fhewing  him  the 
Gold,  See,  laid  he,  what  is  fent  thee  by  the 
Shadow  of  God,  the  King  of  Kings,  the 
Refuge  of  the  World.  Proftrate  thyfelf 
before  him.  Lay  thofe  Sequins  on  the  Car- 
riage of  that  Cannon,  and  retire,  anfwered 
the  Centinel,  Hill  continuing  immoveable. 
How  ! Wretch,  replied  the  Page,  doll  thou 
not  tremble  before  the  Mader  of  Blood  ftjT 
He  fees  and  hears  thee  ; perform  thy  Pro- 
Rrations.  Do  what  I bid  you,  and  begone, 
interrupted  the  Tartar. 

The  Page  then  obeyed,  and  went  to  give 
an  account  to  his  Mailer  ; who,  no  longer 
doubting  but  I had  deceived  him,  faid  to 
his  Sèli6lar,  I told  you  that  poor  fellow 
was  fuffering  a Punilliment.  You  fee  he 
cannot  even  receive  Money  but  let  us  not 
fay  a word. 

This  fufpicion,  however,  was  prefently 
overthrown  ; for  the  Regiment,  diredlly  com- 
ing up,  took  poffeffion  of  the  Battery,  and 
relieved  the  Tartar,  who  did  not  forget  his 

(i)  This  is  one  of  the  Grand  Seignor’s  Titles. 
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Money,  and  fhewed  fuch  great  Agility  in 
the  performance  of  his  Exercife,  that  he 
again  excited  the  Attention  of  Abdul-Ha- 
mid. 

This  Prince  feemed  to  take  great  Plea- 
fure  in  feeing  the  expertnefs  of  the  Gunners. 
I was  obliged  to  make  them  go  through 
their  Exercife  feveral  tirnes,  that  day;  and, 
to  give  him  the  greater  fatisfadfion,  at  the  end 
of  the  Performance,  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty Difcharges  were  made,  by  each  Piece,  in 
lefs  than  eight  Minutes.  Different  man- 
jceuyres  of  the  Artillery,  and  fome  Bombs, 
fired  at  a Mark,  finifhed  the  Entertainment; 
and  the  new  Sovereign  appeared  to  prefer 
military  Occupations,  to  thofe  various  A- 
mufements  which  an  imprifonment  of  forty 
Years  might,  very  naturally,  have  made 
fiim  more  eager  to  enjoy. 

It  is,  befides,  to  be  obferved  that  Ab- 
dul-Hamid,  on  arriving  at  the  Throne,  was 
become  incapable  of  the  Enjoyments  of  the 
Harem.  The  Turkifla  Dodlors,  and  Eu- 
ropean Phyficians,  who  were  confulted  on 
this  Circumflance,  after  having  difcuffed 
its  Origin,  recommended  to  his  Highnefs 
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to  engage  in  every  Amufement  which  might 
banifh  all  fuch  Ideas  from  his  Mind,  and 
thus  deftroy  the  ElFed:  by  removing  the 
Caufe.  Frequent  Excurfions,  Mufick,  and 
fome  Buffoonries,  took  up  all  the  Attention 
of  this  Prince  (D).  His  Favorites  wilhed 
to  fee  the  end  of  a War  that  englutted  im- 
menfe  Sums,  which  they  fuppofed  they 
could  employ  to  better  purpofe  ; and  his 
Minifters  faw,  with  dread,  the  moment  ap- 
proaching when  the  Enemy  would  force 
them  to  accept  the  moft  humiliating  Terms, 

A common  Boftandgi,  attached  to  Ab- 
dul-Hamid,  during  his  Retirement,  had 
become  his  Favorite  on  the  Throne.  Ac- 
cuftomed  to  perform  inferior  Offices,  his 
* Abilities  were  confined  to  mean  Intrigue, 
to  which,  when  in  favor,  he  joined  an  Info- 
lence  he  could  not  before  difcover.  The 
Vifir  Caimakan  was  his  firfi:  Vicflim  j his 
Place  was  fupplied  by  that  Abdi-Pacha, 
furnamed  Kooyoodgy  (the  Pitdigger)  whom 
I have  before  mentioned,  and  whole  Cru- 
elty could  find  none  but  deftrudive  means 
of  reftoring  Order  (E). 

Ifed-Bey,  whofe  mild  and  beneficent 
Character  I have  already  defcribed,  was,  in 

like 
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Jike  manner,  difpoffefled  of  the  Place  of 
Superintendant  of  the  Coin,  and  degraded 
to  the  much  inferior  office  of  Sheir-Emini. 

I inftantly  went  to  vilit  him,  and  teftify  my 
Regret,  but  my  Friendffiip  had  foon  reafori 
to  rejoice  with  him  in  his  change  of  Situa- 
tion. The  Poor  ilill  followed  him,  and 
crowded  round  the  Door  of  his  new  Habi- 
tation, and  his  Degradation  was  more  an 
Honor  to  him  than  a Difgrace. 

The  new  Vifir,  chofen  for  the  reputa- 
tion of  his  Severity,  waa,defirous  of  acting 
up  to  his  Character,  by  making  the  Court 
of  his  Palace  the  Place  of  the  firft  Execu- 
tion he  ordered;  and  it  was  with  fome 
Difficulty  he  was  brought  to  underftand 
that  there  were  certain  Cafes  in  which  even 
his  will  might  fuffer  controul. 

The  Superintendant  of  the  Foundery, 
which  I direifled,  was  foon  alarmed  with 
the  Dread  of  becoming  his  Vidtim.  One 
Day  he  arrived  later  than  ordinary.  Terror 
was  painted  in  his  Countenance,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  his  Servants  fupported 
him.  What  has  happened  t-  faid  1.  What 
can  have  occafioned  your  prefen t diforder  ? 

1 am 
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I am  a loft  man,  he  replied  ; the  new  Cai- 
makan  has  juft  aftured  me  he  will  cut  off 
*ny  head,- unlefs  the  Fifty  Pieces,  you  are 
at  work  upon,  are  on  the  Road  for  the 
Army  within  two  Days.  What  he  de- 
mands is  impoflible,  and  it  is  out  of  your 
Power  to  fave  me.  I pray  God  to  preferve 
you  yourfelf  from  thofe  Calamities  which 
will  be  the  Difgrace  of  our  Empire. 

The  Agitation  of  the  Nahr  (k)  was  too 
great  for  him  to  liften  to  Reafon  ; but,  as 
foon  as  he  was  fomewhat  recovered,  I afk- 
èd  him  what  reply  he  had  made  to  the  Mi- 
nifter.  Reply  ! faid  he  : I took  care  not  to 
anfwer  a ftngle  Word  ; for  if  I had,  it  would 
have  been  rny  laft.  If  fo,  added  I,  every 
thing  is  well  ; lay  ahde  all  Fear,  and  do  as 
I diredl  you.  Repair  to  him  immediately, 
and  tell  him,  very  humbly,  you  have  been 
with  me  to  inform  me  of  his  Orders,  and 
that  I have  received  them  in  a manner  you 
dare  not  relate  ; add,  that  on  your  repeated 
Requeft  that  I would  put  them  in  execu- 
tion, I had  roughly  replied.  Your  bufinefs 
was  the  Payment  of  the  Expences  only, 

{h)  Superintendant. 
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but  that,  in  every  thing  elfe,  the  Minifter 
muft  addrefs  himfelf  to  me  ; in  which  cafe 
I Ihould  know  what  Anfwer  to  return.  By 
this  means,  added  I,  you  will  get  clear  of 
all  Blame  ; and  do  not  terrify  yourfelf  on 
my  account,  for  I intend  to  give  this  Pit- 
digger  of  yours  a LelTon. 

It  was  with  great  Difficulty  I perfuaded 
Seid-Effendi  to  return  into  the  Prefence  of 
the  Beheader  of  Men.  His  Fear,  how- 
ever, at  laft,  produced  fufficient  Courage, 
and  I prevailed.  On  his  return,  I learned, 
that  all  the  Rage  of  Abdi-Pacha  was  now 
directed  againft  me.  The  Superintendant, 
having  been  queftioned  concerning  me, 
had  affiired  him  that  though  mod;  zealous 
for  the  Interefts  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  I 
untradlable  in  every  other  Refped:. 

I was,  indeed,  determined  to  refid  every 
Procedure  which  ffiould  appear  unbecom- 
ing and  it  was  not  long  before  I came 
into  the  Prefence  of  the  Caimakan.  Fie 
fent  one  of  his  Mekters  to  the  Foundery, 

the 

(1)  This  Name,  which  fignifies  Muficians,  is 
given  to  thofe  Tchoadars,  or  Footmen,  principally 
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the  next  Day,  ordering  me  to  come  to  the 
Porte  j and  this  Tchoadar,  who,  doubtlefs, 
had  j udged,  from  the  manner  of  his  Maf- 
ter,  that  his  Difpofitions  towards  me  were 
not  very  favourable,  believed  he  might,  by 
Anticipation,  addrefs  me  with  Familiarity, 
and  take  me  by  the  Arm,  while  he  execut- 
ed his  Commiflion, 

My  Reply  was  a Blow  with  my  FiR  on 
.his  Bread:,  accompanied  with  an  Order  to 
pulh  that  Infolent  Fellow  out  of  the  Foun- 
dery  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  whither  he  had 
dared  to  come  and  infult  me. 

The  Workmen,  though  Turks,  haften- 
ed  to  my  Affiftance,  and  drove  the  MeG 
fenger  of  the  Vi  fir  out  of  the  Door.  Ter- 
rified by  fuch  a Reception,  he  protefied  his 
Innocence  ; and  begged  me,  in  a more  po? 
lite  manner,  to  come  to  the  Porte,  whi- 
ther his  Mafter  had  ordered  him  to  conduct 
me. 

I grant  you  your  pardon,  on  two  con- 
ditions, anfwered  I ; firfi,  that  you  go,  and 

employed  in  carrying  Meflages.  They  belong  to  the 
Office  of  the  Vifir,  and  their  Perquifites  are  fufficiently 
lucrative  to  render  their  Places  very  defirable. 

no 
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no  ‘more  fet  your  foot  within  thefe  Walls, 
and,  next,  that  you  relate  to  your  Mafter 
every  particular  of  your  Reception,  in  or- 
der that  he  may  recommend  more  circum- 
ipe€tion  to  thofe  he  may  hereafter  fend.  I 
fhall  take  great  care,  replied  the  Tchoadar,’ 
not  to  tell  him  a word  of  all  you  have  faid. 
This  Vifir  is  not  quite  fo  tradable  as  his  ' 
PredecelTors,  and  I rhuft  beg  it  as  a Favour 
that  you  will  come  and  fpeak  with  him  ; 
God  knows  what  may  be  the  confequence 
if  he  fees  me  return  alone.  This,  however, 
faid  I,  muft  be  the  cafe.  I am  in  no  hu- 
mour to  go  to  the  Porte  to-day  ; perhaps  I 
may  to-morrow.  The  Mektar,  after  many 
folicitations,  not  being  able  to  prevail  on 
me,  was  obliged  to  depart  by  himfelf. 

My  Nafir,  who  was  a Witnefs  of  this 

I 

Scene,  afked  me  whatlexpeded  from  fuch. 
Condud.  Your  Safety,  replied  I,  and  lefs 
Trouble  to  myfelf,  in  future.  To  deal 
with  Abdi-Pacha  he  mud  be  aftonidied  ; 
this  I will  undertake  to  perform,  and  en- 
gage to  render  him  as  mild,  to-morrow,  as 
he  appeared  ferocious,  yefterday. 

VoL.  II.  Part  III.  O 
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The  day  following  I went  to  the  Caima- 
kan  ; but,  as  our  Converfation  might  be 
warm,  I thought  it  beft  to  take  the  Dra- 
goman of  the  Porte,  as  a Witnefs.  By  this 
means,  alfo,  I provided  an  Interpreter,  to 
begin  the'  Converfation  5 referving  to  my- 
felf  the  power  of  taking  it  up  when  I thought 
proper.  The  manner  in  which  Abdi- Pa- 
cha began  was,  as  I had  forefeen,  brutal 
and  imperious.  Obferving  that  I afîèâred, 
while  he  fpoke,  to  look  any  other  way  than 
towards  him,  he  alked  the  Dragoman  of 
the  Porte,  whether  I did  not  underftahd 
Turkifh.  He  was  anfwered  in  the  affir- 
mative. Why  then  does  he  make  me  no 
Reply  ? continued  the  Vifir.  Becaufe,  re- 
turned I,  taking  up  the  Difeourfe,  I have 
never  fpoken  ftanding  to  any  of  your  Pre- 
deceffiors.  Call  the  Mafter  of  the  Ceremo- 
nies;- he  will  inform  you  of  thofe  Cuftoms 
of  which  you  are  ignorant  ; otherwife,  I 
ffiall  take  the  liberty  to  teach  you. 

I then  .came  forward,  and,  feating  myfelf 
by  his  fide,  began  a vague  Converfation  on 
his  Journey,  and  Arrival.  In  the  mean 
time,  Coffee  and  Pipes  were  brought  ; and, 

after 
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after  having  fufficiently  repreffed  his  hafte 
to  fpeak  to  me  about  the  Artillery,  by  in- 
terrupting him,  every  inftant,  with  Quef- 
tions  relative  to  the  Court,  I at  length  con- 
fen  ted  to  hear  all  he  had  to  fay  on  that  fub- 
jedl.  He  then  fpoke  in  a very  circumfpedl 
manner,  throwing  all  the  Blame  of  his  Vio- 
lence on  the  preffing  Orders  he  had  received 
from  Babagdag  (m), 

I have  no  Doubt,  faid  I,  but  what  you 
had  the  Letter  of  the  Grand  Vifir  (n)  pro- 
perly explained  5 but  I muft  give  you  one 
piece  of  Advice,  necelTary  for  our  mutual 
Quiet,  and  the  Good  of  the  Service.  The 
Grand  Seignior  has  appointed  you  to  pro- 
vide for  the  good  Order  and  Supplies  of  the 
Capital  I but  depends  upon  me  for  what- 
ever conpetns  the  Artillery,  and  the  different 
inilitary  Preparations.  Let  each  of  us  atn 

r 

(m)  A Town  near  Balkan,  where  the  Ottoman 
Army  was  encamped  for  three  years  fucceffively. 

(n)  Abdi-Pacha-Calmakan  could  neither  write  nor 
read. 

The  Baron  has  called  this  Caimahan,  or  Deputy  Viftr^ 
firjl  Abdi,  then  HaJJan^  afterwards  Mujiapha^  and  lajliy 
Kooyoodgy  j but  it  was  thought  mojl  intelligible  and  con- 
vendent  for^  the  reader  to  continue  the  firji  name,  T, 

O 2 tend 
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tend  to  his  refpedtive  Bufinefs.  It  is  your 
part  to  affift  me  as  much  as  in  your  power, 
and  to  inform  your  Mafter  of  my  Requefts 
and  Obfervations,  when  I wifh  to  convey 
them  through  that  Channel.  Your  Prede- 
celTors,  who  were  very  fenfible  perfons,  al- 
ways condu(fled  themfelves  thus  ; and  I 
muft  requeft  you,  by  their  Example,  to 
fhew  fome  Refpedl  to  Seid-Efrendi.  That 
Nahr  is,  indeed,  fo  ealy  to  intimidate,  that 
to  terrify  him  can  do  you  no  great  Honor. 
I could  not  refrain  laughing,  continued  I, 
at  the  Fright  into  which  you  had  thrown 
him  the  day  before  yefterday.  He  gave 
himfelf  up  for  lofl;  5 but  I have  diffipated 
his  Fears. 

During  this  Harangue,  the  Caimakan 
looked  on  me  with  Aflonifliment.  He 
complimented  me  on  the  fluency  with 
which  I fpoke  the  Turkilh  Language;  and, 
as  he  no  doubt  fuppofed  the  very  fight  of 
him  mufl:  infpire  Terror,  he  likewife  praif- 
ed  my  Courage,  and  faid,  he  imagined  me 
to  be  a Soldier  : after  which  I took  my 
Leave. 


Scarcely 
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Scarcely  had  I left  the  Apartment,  with 
my  Companion,  who  laughed  in  his  fleeve 
at  the  Leflbn  I had  given  the  Caimakan, 
before  the  Vifir  called  back  the  Dragoman. 
This  Frenchman,  faid  he,  appears  to  have 
Spirit,  but  he  talks  a great  deal.  Yet,  I do 
not  think,  replied  the  Interpreter,  that  your 
Highnefs  finds  any  thing  he  faid  improper. 
No,  returned  Abdi-Pacha  ; what  he  faid  is 
admirable  ; yet  I muft  fay  he  talks  a great 
deal.  After  this  little  Dialogue,  of  which 
I was  immediately  informed  by  the  Drago- 
man, I haftened  to  alTure  the  Nafir  of  his 
fafety,  and  laugh  with  him  at  his  Fears. 

As  foon  as  the  Train  of  Artillery,  and 
the  Detachment  of  the  new  Corps,  had  fet 
off  for  the  Army,  I was  employed  in  calling 
fome  Ordnance  for  the  new  Forts.  The 
Grand  Seignior,  alfo,  requefted  I would 
make  two  fmall  Models  of  Cannon,  which 
he  intended  as  a pious  Prefent  to  the  Tomb 
of  the  Prophet.  He  had  juft  promoted  his 
Favourite  to  the  Dignity  of  Surra-Emini, 
whofe  Office  it  is  to  condudl  Pilgrims  to 
Mecca  ; but  an  appointment  to  this  Place, 
confidered  as  an  Employment  merely  lu- 
crative. 


çmtivü^  can  only  prcye  the  Decline  of  Fa- 
yor,  and  the  irpprudei^t  Avidity  of  the  Fa.n 

VoritCt 

J went  to  him,  to  deliver  the  Offering  I 
had  been  employed  to  prepare  5 ai^d  took 
this  Opportunity  to  exam^ine  the  different 
Prefents  intended  for  the  Temple  of  Mecca. 
He  fhewed  me  the  green  Silk,  worked  with 
Gold,  which  wap  to,  cover  the  Tpnab.  It  is 
of  an  extraordinary  Thicknefs  j hut,  what  is 
jBo  Icfs'  remarkable,  is  that,  the  Republic  of 
Venice  has  contraéted  the  Cuftqm  of  naak-r 
ing  this  Prefen t to  the  Porte,  with  every 
new  Ambafîador.  Workmen  arq  always 
employed  for  that  purpofe,  which  makes  it 
perhaps  too  much  refemble  Tribute  ( 

(0)  There  can  no  doubt  but  the  Liberty  of 
giving  or  with-holding  makes  the  difference  between 
a Tribute  and  a Prefent.  To  eftablifh  the  Pradfice 
of  giving  the  fame  Thing,  at  the  fame  Times,  is,  ia 
fame  meafure,  to  açknpvvledge  ^ > which  Right 

>yill  acquire  more  Force,  when  in  favour  of  a people 
whev  have  no  Law  but  their  Cuftorps.  The  Study  of 
the  Manners  of  any  Nation  will  always  furnifh  us 
with  the  firft  Elements  of  found  Policy  j which  arc 
very  ill  underftood,  when  any  fuch  PraiStice  is  efta? 
blifhed,  among  thofe  whq  can  boak  they  are  free. 

I was 
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- I was  afterwards  fhewn  things  fitter 
to  amufe  Children  than  becoming  of  the 
grave  Purpofe  for  which  they  were  defigned. 
Thefe  were  feveral  Camel-faddles,  with 
little  Kiolks  on  them  j containing  Repre* 
fentationsof  different  kinds  of  Labor;  fuch 
as  Reaping,  Mills,  Bakers  at  Work,  and 
others.  Several  little  Banners  ornamented 
thefe  Toys,  which  were  to  be  borne  fbre- 
moft  in  the  Procefiion  of  the  Holy  Ga^ 
ravan. 

While  the  Favorite  faw,  with  Plea'fure, 
the  Moment  of  his  Departure  approach, 
Umer-Effendi,  High-Treafurer,  who  had 
no  occafion  to  leave  the  Capital  to  advance 
his  Fortune,  had  been  able  to  fecure  its 
Enjoyment,  notwithftanding  the  Enemies 
he  had  procured  by  the  Haughtinefs  of  his 
Manners.  Their  Intrigues  had  all  beert 
direcfted  to  remove  him,  by  giving  him  fame 
diftant  Employment  ; but  it  was  referved 
to  Abdi-Pacha  to  fueeeed  in  this  Attempt, 

Umer,  called  before  him,  and  appointed 
Governor  of  a Province,  endeavoured,  in 
vain,  to  refufe  his  new  Dignity,  by  alledg- 
ing it  was  too  foreign  to  his  former  Occu- 
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patîon.  The  Vihr  ordered  the  T urban  dc- 
figned  for  him  to  be  put  on  him  by  force. 
The  Treafurer  refilled  this  Violence  for 
fbme  Time,  but  was  at  length  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  this  flrange  Method  of  Promo- 
tion. 

Abdi-Pacha,  however,  foon  became,  him- 
felf,  the  Vidlim  of  his  want  of  Moderation, 
The  Complaints  of  the  Profefibrs  of  the 
Law  procured  his  Difgrace,  and  Exile  into 
Afia  ; where,  a Ihort  time  after,  he  was 
employed  in  the  manner  moft  fuîtable  to 
his  Charadler,  by  being  appointed  to  free 
the  Provinces  from  thofe  Robbers  whom 
the  War  had  rendered  extremely  nume- 
rous. 

His  Succefibr  was  that  Ifed  Bey  who, 
after  his  late  Difgrace,  was  advanced  to  the 
higheft  of  Dignities,  when  he  expedled  and 
defired  it  leaft.  The  thing  moft  remark- 
able in  his  Promotion  was  that  the  Office 
of  Sheir-Emini,  which  he  filled,  had  never 
before  been  a Step  to  the  Vifiriat.  But  the 
Neceffity  of  oppofing  Firmnefs  to  Paffion, 
Humanity  to  Barbarity,  and  Circumfpec- 

tion 
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I tîon  to  Imprudence,  was  perhaps  the  true 
I reafon  of  this  Choice. 

' The  third  -Day  after  his  Inftallation  I 
went  to  the  Porte  to  pay  him  my  Refpeds. 
He  received  me  in  the  fame  affable  manner 
as  when  in  Difgrace.  I had  placed  myfelf 
on  a Sopha,  keeping  a refpedlful  Diftance  ; 
and  as  it  was  not  proper  that  what  I had  to 
fay  fhould  be  heard  By  the  Crowd,  who 
were  Handing  before  us,  we  leaned  towards 
each  other,  and  converfed  in  a low  voice. 
He  perceived  this  Attitude  was  inconveni- 
ent, and  defired  me  to  come  nearer  ; when, 
obferving  a kind  of  Reftraint  in  my  manner 
which  he  had  not  before  noticed,  he  faid 
to  me,  aloud.  How  ! my  Friend  -,  are  you 
afraid  to  approach  me  ? Then  opening  his 
Peliffe,  and  fpreading  it  on  the  Sopha,  Sit 
down,  faid  he,  on  that  F ur  ; that  is 
your  proper  Place  : though  you  have  for- 
gotten, it  ought  not  to  efcape  my  Memory. 
The  Multitude,  who  always  adt  from 
firft  Impreffions,  diredtly  exclaimed,  with 
■ a kind  of  Enthufiafm,  Long  live  our  new 
Mafter. 

VoL.  II.  Part  III,  P The 
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The  Négociations  for  Peace,  which  had 
been  begun  a confiderable  Time,  were  only 
retarded  by  the  perfonal  Appréhendons  of 
the  Vifir,  wdio  commanded  the  Army. 
The  Porte  prefled  him  to  finifli  them,  de- 
firous,  at  all  Events,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
War.  But  it  was  certain  that  all  the  Blame 
of  a Diflionorable  Peace  mufl;  fall  upon 
him,  and  his  Life  mufl  pay  for  figning 
fuch  a Treaty:  He  therefore  required  an 
Indemnification,  which  was  refufed,  under 
the  pretence  that  it  was  not  necefl'ary,  but, 
in  reality,  for  the  fame  reafon  that  it  had 
been  demanded.  The  Miniflers,  who 
thought  of  nothing  but  their  own  Security, 
treated  the  care  which  he  took  of  his,  as 
Pufillanimity  ; at  length,  his  Wife,  who 
was  one  of  the  G rand- Seignior’s  Sifters, 
put  an  end  to  the  Conteft.  The  Sultana 
wrote  to  her  Hufband,  that  he  need  not 
fear  to  conclude  the  Treaty  ^ and  the  Vifir, 
who  was  of  a very  advanced  Age,  died  foon 
after  he  had  iigned  the  Peace  and  difbanded 
the  Army.  ’ 

Ifed  Pacha,  who  had  before  only  pofTef- 
fed  the  Dignity  of  Caimakan,  immediately 

received. 
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received,  with  the  Seals,  that  of  ' Grand, 
Vifir;  and  the  Turkifli  Government,  again 
concentered  in  the  Capital,  foon  relapfed 
into  its  former  Abfurdties.  The  Eftablifli- 
inents  which  I had  formed  were,  however,  ‘ 
ftill  continued  ; but  the  Foundery,  and 
the  Schools  of  Artillery  and  Mathematics 
offering  only  a continuance  of  the  fame  ob- 
jects, without  hope  of  Improvement,  I 
determined  to  return  to  France,  though  not 
immediately  to  inform  the  Porte  of  a Cir- 
cumdance  which  they  did  not  feem  to  de-* 
fire.  I was  even  requefted,  when  my  Iiiten-r 
tions  were  known,  to  nominate  Vekils  (p) 
to  my  different  Eflablifhments,  The  Grand 
Seignior,  when  I took -my  Leave,  caufed  a 
beautiful  Peliffe,  of  the  Zibelin  Martin's 
Skin,  to  be  put  on  me.  But  I foon  expe- 
rienced a Separation  by  which  I was  much 
more  fenfibly  affedted. 

The  Vefiel,  that  was  to  convey  me  to 
Smyrna,  where  I was  to  go  on  board  a 
French  Frigate,  had  already  w^eighed  an- 
chor, and  fet  her  Gails,  when  feveral  Boats 

(p)  Subftitutes,  Deputies, 

\ 
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came  about  us,  and  I faw  myfelf  furround- 
ed  by  all  my  Pupils,  with  each  a Book  of 
an  Inllrument  in  his  Hand.  Before  you 
* leave  us,  faid  they,  with  much  emotion, 
give  us,  at  leaft,  a parting  Leflbn  : it  will 
be  more  deeply  imprefTed  on  our  Memories 
than  all  the  reft.  One  opened  his  Book 
to  explain  the  Square  of  the  Hypothenufe  ; 
another  with  a long  white  Beard  elevated  his 
Sextant  to  take  an  Altitude  ; a third  alked 
me  Queftions  concerning  the  ufe  of  the  fini- 
cal Quadrant  ; and  all  accompanied  me  out 
to  Sea,  for  more  than  two  Leagues  : where 
we  took  leave  of  each  other,  with  a Ten- 
dernefs  the  more  lively,  as  it  was  with  the 
Turks  unufual,  and  to  me  unexpeded. 


End  of  the  Third  Part, 
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A V I N G obferved  the  Ch'aracfler, 
Manners,  and  Government  of  the 

• i*  , . 

Turks,  in  the  Capital  of  their  Vaft  Em- 
pire, it  remained  for  me  to  Viht  the  dif- 

tant  Provinces,  to  examine  the  different 

\ 

Nations  which  they  contain,  and  difco- 
ver  the  variations  which  thé  diftance  of 
the  - Defpot  neceffarily  produces  in  Def- 
potifm.  . " • 

. The  abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  dif- 
ferent Eflablifhments  of  the  French  Com- 
merce, in  the  Levant,  arifing  more  from 
Vot,  II.  Part  IV,  A d 


T O T T. 

« . 

» / 


2 


MEMOIRS  OF 

\ 

a contrariety  of  Laws  than  inobieryancc 
of  Regulations,  determined  the  Govern- 
ment to  caufe  the  maritime  Towns  to  be 
infpeded  ; and  I was  entrufted  with  the 
Commiflion. 

The  Frigate  Atalanta,  .commanded  by 
the  Baron  de  Durfort,  was  ordered  to  be 
got  ready  for  my  conveyance  j and  the 
Count  and  Countefs  de  TefTé,  the  Duke 
d’Aycn,  and  the  Count  de  Meun,  whom 
the  fame  Frigate  was  firft  to  carry  into 
Sicily,  being  , arrived  at  Toulon,  we  let 
fail  the  2d  of  May.  At  the  heights  of 
Cape  Corfa,  we  found  a fettled  Eaft 
wind,  and  M.  de  Durfort  refolvcd  to  put 
into  Genoa,  from  whence  we  failed  a few 
days  after,  and  landed  our  Paflengers  at 
the  place  of  their  deftination. 

We  then  continued  our  Voyage  to 
Malta,  where  I acquitted  myfelf  of  a 
Coinmiffion  I was  charged  with  to  the 
Grand  Mafter  ; and  we  proceeded  to  the 
Ifle  of  Candy,  at  which  I began  my  In- 
fpedlion. 

This  Ifland,  the  ancient  Crete,  which 
in  fome  meafure  feparates  the  Archi- 
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pelago  from  the  Mediterranean,  is  formed 
by  a long  chain  pf  Mountains*  extending 
^from  Weft  to  Eaft } and  may  be  con- 
ftdered  as  a continuation  of  thofe  which, 
^from  the  ^North  of  the  Adriatick,  pafs 
over  ^ the  Morea,  and  appear  again  in 
Caramania,  where  they  join  Mount  Li* 
banus. 

The  Ifland  of  Crete,  celebrated  by 
the  Poets  of  the  mpft  remote  Antiquity, 
ftill  offers  its  famous  Labyrinth  to  the 
curiofity  of  Travellers.  It  Jikewife 
claims  to  itfelf  the  true  Mount  Olym- 
pus, the  poffeffion  of  which  is  difputed 
with  it,  by  the  Coafts  of  Europe  and 
Afia^^z^;  but  pious  Fidions,  which  fuc- 
ceed  each  other,  have  fubftituted,  to  thefe 
Monuments  of  Paganifm,  the  Grotto  of 

(a)  There  are  two  other  Mountains  of  this  name; 
one  in  Afia  Minor,  at  the  foot  of  which  is  fituated 
the  famous  City  of  Burfa;  and  the  other  in  Europe, 
in  the  Gulf  of  the  ancient  ThefTalonica,  This  laff, 
near  which  is  a fmall  Valley,  ftill  called  the  Valley  of 
Tempe,  feems  to  have  the  beft  right  to  the  Title; 
but  no  preference  is  to  be  given  to  either  of  thefe 
Mountains,  from  their  Appearance. 
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St.  Margaret  fb),  beyond  doubt,  more 
worthy  the  veneration  of  the  modern 
Greeks,  and  more  proper  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Natural  Philofopher. 
The  Mountains,  Handing  thick  together 
on  the  South-fide,  render  this  Ifland  al- 
moft  inacceffible  towards  the  Mediter* 
ranean,  whence  the  North-fide  derives 
all  the  advantages  of  Culture,  of  which 
a bad  Soil  can  be  fufceptible.  It  is, 
likewife,  to  the  excellence  of  the  Cli- 
mate, only,  that  it  owes  the  richnefs  of 
its  Productions,  exchanged  by  the  Inha- 
bitants for  Corn,  which  the  Country  does 
not  afford.  Oil  is  the  principal  Article 
of  their  Commerce,  and  the  fabrication 
of  Soap  their  principal  Art;  which  is, 
neverthelefs,  ' brought  to  fo  little  perfec- 
tion that,  notwithflanding  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Confumer,  they  fuffer 
our  Traders  to  export  the  greater  part  of 
their  Oil,  to  furnifh  with  it  the  Soap- 


(l)  This  Grotto  is  principally  remarked  for  the  qua- 
lity of  the  StalaCtitæ  which  it  contains,  and  the  varieties 
î>f  them  which  it  affords. 
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houfes  at  Marfeilles,  and  to  carry  a confider- 
able  quantity  to  Conftantinople.  (G)  The 
wild  Olive-Trees,  which  I found  on  the 
' eaflern  and  inhabited  part  of  this  Ifland, 
are  plainly  indigenous  ; which  may  like- 
wife  be  affirmed  of  the  Laurel-Rofe,  that 
ffiades  and  ornaments  all  the  Valleys,  pro- 
ducing a Vapour  believed  to  be  deadly,  to 
thofe  who  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  over- 
taken by  Sleep.  The  Country  is  covered 
with  Orange  and  Citron-Trees,  the  fruits 
of  which  are  preferable  to  thofe  brought 
from  Malta  and  Portugal.  The  Muche- 
muche,  of  the  Apricot  kind,  and  the  fize 
of  the  Mirabella  fej^  but  more  delicate 
than  the  belt  fruits  of  that  fpecies,  feems 
to  belong  only  to  Candy,  which  produces 
the  moft  valuable  Plants. 

This  Ifland,  a long  time  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Venetians,  but  taken  from 
the  Republic  by  Sultan  Solyman,  who 
fucceffively  (tripped  it  of  its  principal  Do- 
mains, preferves  the  FortrelTes,  which  could 
not  defend  it,  and  which,  now,  ferve  only 

(c)  A kind  of  Plumb. 
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for  an  Afylüm  to  its  OpprefTors,  without 
being  able  to  refift  the  flighteft  foreign  at- 
' tack  j while  the  " Inhabitants,'  in  the  nar- 
row Defiles,  and  barren  places  of  the 
Mountains,  contend,  by  their  Robberies, 
for  an  Independence  which  the  Cultivator 
of  the  Land  never  enjoys. 

The  three  Cities,  Candyj  Cana,  and  Re- 
• » » • 

timo,  are  the  Seats  of  the  three  Pachaliks, 
into  which  the  Ottoman  Government  has 
divided  this  Ifland.  The  firfi,  who  enjoys" 
the  title  of  Serafkier,  has  pre-eminence  over 
the  other  two,  and  all  three'ftrive  which 
fihall  mofi:  opprefs  this  unhappy  Country. 
The  Turkhh  Soldiery,'  to  W'hich  the  Can- 
diot  Greeks  have  allied  themfelves,  by  fre- 
quent Marriages  by  Capifi  fdj,  has  often 
fet  bounds  to  Oppreffion,  by  rifirig  againft 
the  OpprefTors;  but  thefe  fame  Greeks  al- 
ways take  advantage  of  their  relationfhip  to 
the  JanifTaries,  to  becom'e  OpprefTors  them- 
felves, more  dangerous  to  their  Neighbours, 
and  conflantly  unpunifhed. 


{d)  An  account  has  been  given  of  thefe  Marriages 
ill  the  Preliminary  Difcourfe. 

I 


At 
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At  thè  fame  time  that  this  mixture,  of 
Anarchy  and  Power  abufed,  extends  it- 
felf  all  over  the  northern  Coaft,  a Band 
of  Robbers,  eftabliflied  in  the  Mountains, 
preferve  Order  among'  themfelves,  repulfc 
eVery  Attack,  and  cover  the . Sea  with 
Pirates.  This  kind  of  Republic  has  for 
its  Allies  the  Maniots,  its  Neighbours  j and  - 
they  mutually  affift  each  other  ; while  the"" 
weaknefs  of  the  Turks  can  afford  no  fuc- 
cour  to  Humanity,  groaning  under  the' 
Depredations  of  thefe  Plunderers. 

The  height  of  the  Mountains,  in  Cah- 
dia,  the  barrennefs  of  fome,  and  the  na- 

m 

ture  of  the  Vegetables  which  cover  others, 
are  among  the  lead  proofs  of  their  con- 
taining Minerals.  Every  appearance  fhews 
there  have  been  Volcanos,  now  extincfl  ; 
févèral  Mountains  have  their  Cratera,  and 
I found,  near  Cape  Solomon  a fmall 

Ifle, 

(e)  It  is  fituated  at  the  moft  eaftern  point  of  the 
Ifland,  and  forms,  with  Cape  Sidera,  the  IHand  Mo- 
rena,  and  five  other  fmaller  ones  j it  is  the  Anchor- 
ing-Place of  Paloa  Caftro;  (in  Greek,  the  Old  Caftle.) 
During  the  late  War,  an  Englifh  Privateer,  which 
had  feized  on  this  Poll,  and  placed  Centinels  on  the 

A 4 twa 
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Ifle,  of  white  Marble,  covered,  in  part, 
by  a Bed  of  Lava. 

After  our  departure  from  Candia,  the 
Frigate  anchored  under  cover  of  that 
Ifland,  and  we  fet  fail,  the  beginning  of 
June,  for  Alexandria.  The  Winds,  which, 
at  this  Seafon,  blow  almofl  conftantly 
from  the  North-weft,  without  being  ftrong 
enough  to  caufe  a high  Sea,  enable  Navi- 
gators to  calculate  the  exadt  time  of  their 
arrival  in  Egypt.  ' I obferved,  during  the 
courfe  of  this  Voyage,  a Vapor,  which 
the  Wind  drove  before  us,  and  which 
refiftlng  the  attradlion  of  the  Sun,  arid 
growing  thicker  every  day,  formed  it- 
felf  into  foggy  Clouds,  on  our  ap- 
proach to  the  Shores  of  Egypt.  Thefe 
were  announced  to  us,  by  the  appear- 
ance of  Pompey’s  Pillar,  before  we 
could  difcover  the  Land  ; but  we  pre- 
‘ fently  perceived  the  Caftle  of  Pharos, 
and,  after  having  ' doubled  the  Dia- 

two  Capes,  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  any 
Veflels,  from  the  North  or  South,  very  much  incom» 
inoded  the  French  Trade, 


mond. 
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mond  (f)i  the  Frigate  anchored  in-  the 
New  Port  of  Alexandria.  I difpatch- 
ed  an  Exprefs  the . fame  day,  to  the 
Conful  at  Cairo,  to  inform  him  of  my 
Arrival;  and  requeft  the  Government  to 
furnilh  the  means  for  my  PalTage  up  the 
Nile,  to  the  Capital.  The  Vice-Conful 
of  Cairo,  accompanied  by  four  Merchants 
and  an  Agaof  the  Mamelukes,  arrived,  ^le 
iithof  June,  in  the  morning,  from  Ro- 
fetta,  where  he  had  left  the  Boats  which 
had  brought  them,  and  which  the  Shek- 
Elbelet  had  fent  to  convey  me  to  Cairo. 
The  mifunderftanding  which  began  to 
breakout  among  the  Beys^^g^,  and,  above 

all, 

(f)  This  is  the  Name  of  a Rock,  about  half  a 
Cable’s  length  from  the  point  of  Land  on  which  the 
Pharos  is  built,  and  which  feparates  the  two  Harbours 
of  Alexandria. 

(g)  The  four-and-twenty  Provinces,  into  which 
Egypt  is  divided,  are  governed  by  as  many  Beys  : 
the  firft  Bey  has  the  command  at  Cairo,  and  is  ho- 
noured with  the  Title  of  Shek-Elbelet,  or  Prince  of 
the  Country.  When  alfembled  they  conftitute  a Di- 
van, at  which  a Pacha,  of  three  Tails,  prefides,  in  the 
Name  of  the  Grand  Seignior.  The  Narration  in  the 
Text  will  prefent  a Pid:ure  of  this  Government,  ty- 
rannical 
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all,  the  departure  of  iVlurats  (h)^\  vi^hd' 
with  fome  Troops,  had  quitted  the  Ca- 
pital, under  pretence  of  fubduing  thé 
Arabs  of  Sharkia,  but,  in  reality,  to  op- 
prefs  Egypt,  rendered  this  precaution  né- 
cefTary  to  my  fafety.  We  fet  out  for 
Rofetta,  on  the  12th,  in  the  evening,  in 
order  to  fhun  the  violent  heat,  during 
a'- journey  of  twelve  Leagues.  Our  little 
Caravan  confifled  of  thirty  Paflengcrs, 
mounted  on  Mules,  and  we  baited  at 
Maadia,”  which  is  half  way.  This  reft- 
ing- place,  for  Travellers,  is  built  in  a part 
df  the  Country  formerly  cultivated,  biit, 
long  fince,  abandoned  to  the  inundations 
of  the  Sea,  the  barrennefs  which  that  pro- 
duces, and  the  depredations  of  the  Arabs. 
We  left  it  fome  hours  after,  and  by  Day- 
break difcovered  the  Tops  of  the  Palm- 
Trees,  and  points  of  the  Minarets  of  Ro- 
fetta, and,  after  pafling  through  part  of 
the  City  to  the  Banks  of  the  Nile,  on 

rarinical  in  its  Origin,  and  only  become  more  monftrous 
by  being  enfeebled. 

{h)  One  of  the  twenty-four  Governors,  and  he, 
whofe  Power,  at  that  time,  fcemed  to  preponderate. 

which 
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which  it  is  fituated,  we  enjoyed  the  aftonifh- 
ing  Profpe<fl  which,  on  the  oppofite  Shore, 
is  prefented  by  the  Ifland  of  Delta. 

I embarked,  in''  the  evening,  with  thofc 
who  accompanied  me,  on  board  the  Fe- 
lucca of  the  Shek-Elbelet.  This  Veflel, 
the  Stern  of  which  was  covered  by  a large 
Awning,  contained  a Bed-chamber,  and  an 
Apartment  furnilhed  with  Sofas.  Another 
Boat  accompanied  us,  which  carried  our 
Servants,  and  in  which'  our  Provilions  were  ' 
cooked:  this  came  along-fide  of  us  at" 
meal-times.  Thus,  by  the  affiftance  of  the 
Winds,  which  drive  back  the  Waters  of  the 
Nile,  we  failed  up  that  River  to  Cairo; 
where  we  arrived  the  third  Day,  in  the 
Evening: 

A Janiflary,  ftationed  by  the  Conful,  in  a 
Boat  below  Boolac  (i)t  to  watch  our  com- 
ing, Ihe  wed  us  a Landing-place,  at  which 
we  were  provided  with  proper  Conveyances 
to  the  Conful’s,  where  we  arrived  at  the 
clofe  of  the  Evening. 

(i)  A Town  on  the  Banks  of  the  Nile,  where 
it  is  convenient  to  land  whatever  comes  to  the  Capital, 
to  which  it  is  a’kind  of  Suburb. 


Ifed- 
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^Ifed-Pacha,  that^  old  Favourite*  of  ' the 
Grand  Seignior’s,  whofe  charader  has  been 
already  given,  was  then  Pacha  of  Cairo;  and, 
being, informed  of  my  arrival,  fent  to  com- 
pliment me  the  next  day  : the  Shek-Elbelet 
alfo  did  me  the  fame  kindnefs,  preffing  me 
to  make  him  a Viht  as  foon  as  poffible. 
I did  not  immediately  fee  the  Motive  of 
this  Solicitation,  and  anfwered  him  that, 
however  informed  I might  be  of  the 
reality  of  his  Confequence  in  Egypt,  I 
could  not  allow  myfelf  to  negled  refped- 
ing  the  Power  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  in 
the  Perfon  of  the  Pacha.  The  Bey  or- 
dered his  Mailer  of  the  Horfe,  and  the 
Officers  of  the  Police,  to  prepare  every 
thing  to  expedite  my  Vifit  to  the  Governor. 

The  Conful  had  told  me,  as  foon  as  I 
alighted,  that  the  Shek-Elbelet,  informed 
of  my  arrival,  and  prefuming  I ffiould 
land  in  the  Day-time,  had  prepared  a great 
number  of  Officers  and  Saratches,  in  or- 
der that  I might  make  a public  Entry, 
which  would  have  been  fo  much  the  more 
dillinguiffied  as,  notwithftanding  the  right 
of  mounting  a Horfe  is  referved  to  the 

Beys, 
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Beys,  and  great  men  oP  the  Empire,  feven 
Horfes  had  been  prepared  for  the  ufe  of 
thofe  by  whom  I was  accompanied.  The 
' care  I took  to  arrive  late  only  ferved  to 
’ retard  the  troublefome  Ceremony  I was 
obliged  to  undergo,  in  my  way  to  the 
Cadle  of  Cairo,  where  the  Pacha,  always 
' the  Prifoner  of  the  Beys,  neverthelefs,  re-* 

' prefents  the  Perfon  of  their  Sovereign. 
The  Curiofity  of  the  common  People 
was  fuch  that  the  fear  they  might  be  ex- 
pected to  have  had  of  the  two  rows  of  Sa- 
« 

ratches,  who  preceded  me,  did  not  hinder 
their  prefling  upon  me,  as  I palTed  ; and 
the  blows  which  the  Soldiers  dealt  freely 
about  them,  for  no  other  reafon  but  to 
make  themfelves  merry,  as  they  went 
along,  could  not  prevent  the  Multitude 
from  waiting  my  return,  at  the  Gate  of 
the  Cattle.  I there  found  the  Pacha,  en- 
compafled  with  all  the  Pomp  of  the  Vi- 
flriat  5 he  received  me  with  the  fame  Ce- 
remonies which  are  cuflomary  at  Conftan- 
tinople  ; but  our  former  acquaintance 
inclining  us  to  a more  familiar  confer- 
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.ence,  he  ordered  the  Hall  of  the  Divan  to 
be.  cleared,  for  a time,  of  the  Throng  by 
jjwhich  it  was  filled  : when,  informing  me 
of  the  Difcon tents  exiting  among  the  Beys, 
^fure  prefage  of  a Revolution,  he  explained 
j.the  reafon  of  the  Shek-Elbelet*s  anxiety 
to  have  the  prefent  Vifit  over.  Neverthe- 
. lefs,  he  was  not  allowed  time  to  receive 
me  j for  fcarcejy  had  I returned  home,  in 
the  fame  order  in  which  I had  been  cpn- 
ducSled  'to  the  Caftle,  before  the  oppofite 
Party,^  having  broken  out  into  Sedition,  the 
^reigning  Beys  thought  of  nothing  .but 
;feizing  on  the  Fortrefs,  the  poiT^on  of 
which  is  produdive  rather  of  a civil  than 
a military  Advantage  j for  it  puts  it  in 
ihe  power  of  him  who  can  obtain  it  to 
difpofe  of  the  orders  of  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior, by  forcing  the  Pacha  to  ifliie  them, 
>vith  a Piftol  at  his  Bread:.  A Firman, 
^therefore,  immediately  appeared, ^ by  which 
.the  Infurgents  were  condemned  to  Banilh- 
mcnti  but  thefe,  little  regarding  yain 
Formalities,  and  firing  their  Pieces  on 
their  Enemies,  compelled  them,  .after,  a 

few 
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/ews  days  fkîrmifhing,,  more  noify  thaa 
bloody,  to  fly  towards  the  upper  Egypt. 

Some  Mamalukes  of  the  vidorious 
Party,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Beys, 
fupplied  the  places  of  the  Fugitives,  and, 
the  flate  of  Public  Affairs  once  more  ap- 
pearing tranquil,  I went  to  Gifa,  to  pafe 
a few  days,  and  vifit  the  Pyramids,  which 
are  only  four  Leagues  diftant. 

The  Soil  of  Egypt,  its  Commerce,  its 
Government,  and  its  Monuments,  which 
ought  to-  be  confidered  as  the  rnofl  ancient 
Annals  of  the  World,  are  Particulars  too 
deferving  of  attention  to  be  confounded 
with  the  hiflorical  relation  of  my  Voyage  j 
and  1 fhall  referve  the  Remarks  I have  to 
make,  on  thefe  Subjeds,  to  prefent  them 
in  ope  View. 

The  Arabs,  who  were  to  condud  us  to 
the  Pyramids,  made  us  fet  out  at  Mid- 
night, and  we  alighted  near  thofe  enor- 
mous Maffes  at  Day-break.  Thofe  who 
accompanied  me  were  eager  to  enter 
them  j but,  lefs  curious  to  be  informed 
of  their  interior  Structure,  already  fuf- 
ficiently  known  by  the  Plans  which 

have 
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have  been  given  Us  by  M.  Maillett,  and 
other  Travellers,  all  agreeing  in  their  Re- 
lations, I employed  the  little  time  I had  to 
make  Obfervations  and  Refearches,  which 
appeared,^  to  me,  to  have  been,  till  then, 
hegledled. 

On'  approaching  the  Sphinx,  of  which 
I Ihall  fpeak  elfe  where,  the  Arabs,  who 
attended  me,  made  me  obferve  the  open- 
ing, which  one  of  the  Beys  of  Egypt 
had’  caufed  to  be  cleared,  to  a certain 
depth,  of  the  Sands  with  which  it  had 
been  formerly  filled.  They  added  that 
the  Wickednefs  of  that  Undertaking,  the 
defign  of  which  was  to  penetrate  into 
the^Afylum  of  the  Dead,  did  not  go  long 
unpunifhed,-  but  that  the  Bey  loft  his  life 
in  the  laft  Revolution.  Neverthelefs  thefe 
fcrupulous  Arabs  daily  traded  in  Mum- 
mies, and  met  with  no  harm  j but  the 
projedt  of  the  Bey  would,  without  doubt, 
have  been  detrimental  to  this  Traffic  j and 
every  Dealer  afpires  to  a Monopoly. 

• On  my  return  to  Gifa,  where  I had 
employed  myfelf  in  taking  a Drawing  of 
the  Ifland  of  Rhoda,  the  Nilometer,  and 

Old 
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Old  Cairo,  fîtuated  oppofite,  I*  accepted 
the  offer  of  a Coptic  Merchant,  to  go  to 
his  Houfe,  on  the  other  fide,  and  take  a 
Defign  of  Gifa  and  the  Pyramids.  While 
1 was  thus  bufied,  a large  body  of  Cavalry 
paffed,  on  full  fpced,  under  our  windows  ; 
other  Troops  followed,  and  the  firing  of 
Piftols  was  heard  on  all  fides.  The  Tu- 
mult increafed,  the  Mafter  of  the  Houfe 
barricadoed  his  Doors,  and  we  prefently 
learned,  from  the  Janiffary  who  accom- 
panied us,  that  the  Flame  of  Rebellion, 
concealed  for  fome  days,  had  broken  out, 
that  morning,  in  the  Affaffination  of  three 
Beys  5 and  that  a fourth,  to  fiiun  the  fame 
fate,  had  fled,  with  the  remains  of  his 
Party,  to  join  his  Adherents  in  Upper 
Egypt,  while  the  vi(florious  Purfuers  did 
their  utmoft  to  hinder  their  Union.  We 
faw,  at  the  fame  time,  a large  armed  Fe- 
lucca, ftationed  in  the  middle  of  the  Nile, 
to  prevent  the  Fugitives  from  avoiding 
the  Profcription,  by  efcaping  to  the  Coaft 
of  Lybia.  A firanger  to  this  quarrel 
till  then,  I finifhed  my  Drawing,  and, 
the  Difiurbance  feeming  over,  embarked 
VoL,  II,  Part  IV.  B to 
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to  return  to  Gifa,  without  forefeeing  any 
Obftacle  ; but  fcarcely  had  our  Boatmen 
begun  to  handle  their  Oars,  before  a fcore 
of  Mamaluke  Horfe,  coming  up,  on  full 
gallop,  prefented  their  Pieces,  and  threat- 
ened to  fire  on  us,  if  we  did  not  inftant- 
ly  land.  We  immediately  obeyed  the 
Command,  and  learned  that  one  of  the 
Beys  was  at  Old  Cairo,  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  Navigation  of  the  Nile, 
along  which  he  had  forbidden  any  Veffel 
to  pafs.  1 objecfled,  in  vain,  that  he  could 
not  mean  to  include  mine  in  the  Inter- 
didion  ; all  the  anfwer  I could  obtain, 
from  thefe  Gentlemen,  was  the  muzzle  of 
their  Carbines.  I fent  a Merchant,  who 
was  with  me,  to  negociate  this  affair  with 
.the  Bey  himfelf,  who,  we  were  told,  was 
.fitting  at  the  corner  of  a ffreet,  not  very 
difiant.  He  appeared,  at  firft,  much 
furprifed,  on  being  informed  I was  at 
Old  Cairo  j and  when  he  knew  I came 
there  to  take  fome  Drawings,  objeded, 
with  no  little  reafon,  that  I might  have 
chofen  a better  opportunity  ; but  my  Am- 
baffador  having  replied,  with  at  lead  as 

much 
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much  proprietVi  that  it  was  împoffible 
in  the  morning,  fliould  forefee  they  would 
be  pleafed  to  cut  each  others  throats,  he  at 
length,  with  fome  excufes  for  what  had 
pafled,  obtained  an  Order  to  fuffer  me  to 
continue  my  Journey.  In  the  mean  time, 
an  Officer  belonging  to  the  Bey,  Hole 
fome  Pipes  from  us  ; yet  were  we  obliged 
to  take  this  Officer  on  board,  under  pre- 
text of  defending  us  from  the  Infults  of 
the  Felucca,  but,  in  reality,  to  extort  a 
reward  for  this  pretended  Service.  At 
length  we  arrived  at  Gifa,  where  I entirely 
employed  myfelf  in  preparations  for  my 
return  to  Alexandria. 

The  Nile,  of  which  I had  obferved  the 
increafe,  had  arifen  to  the  height  which 
permits  the  opening  of  the  Canal  of  Tra- 
jan. Public  Criers,  appointed  to  inform 
the  People  of  the  daily  increafe  of  the 
River,  had  juft  proclaimed  the  Feftival  of 
the  Arooflaj^i^j  but,  hotwithftanding  thefe 
Preparations,  and  thofe  which  were  made 
to  purfue  the  Fugitives,  I obtained  of  the 


(k)  The  Feftival  of  the  Bride, 

B 2 
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Shek-Elbelet,  the  means  of  returning  to 
Alexandria,  and  re-embarked  on  board  the 
fame  Boat  in  which  I came  ; to  perform 
a Journey,  fo  much  the  more  agreeable, 
as  the  elevation  of  the  Waters  afford-  . 
ed  us  a profpedt  of,  at  once,  the  rich- 
eft,  and  moft  populous  Country  in  the 

World. 

Anxious  of  knowing,  circumftantially, 
what  appeared  fo  beautiful  and  interefting 
in  the  whole,  I collected,  with  care,  all 
the  Information  I could  procure  on  the 
Government,  Population,  Manners,  and 
Commerce  of  this  Nation.  The  fpright- 
lincfs  and  good  humour  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants, near  the  Banks  of  the  Nile,  in- 
duced me  to  cultivate  their  accjuaintance  ; 
but  as  the  very  afpedt  of  the  Mamalukes, 
who  wilhed  to  accompany  me,  would  have 
put  them  to  flight,  I took  care  they  fhould 
remain  on  board,  and  went  among  them 
with  Europeans  only.  I have  often  en- 
joyed the  Pleafure  of  gathering  together 
thefe  Villagers,  and  confirming  myfelf,  by 
their  anfwers  to  my  enquiries,  in  the  Opini- 
ons 
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ons  1 had  formed,  and  which  I am  now 
about  to  lay  before  my  Reader. 

Egypt,  fituated  in  the  eaftern  Angle  of 
Africa,  extends  from  the  Mediterranean 
Sea  to  Abyffinia,  and  comprehends  the 
fpace  included  between  the  31ft  and  23d 
degrees  of  Latitude,  extending  to  the  City 
of  Suenna,  near  the  Tropic,  below  the 
Cataradts  of  the  Nile. 

This  River,  the  Sources  of  which  are  not 
known  receiving  all  the  Streams  with 
which  Abyflinia  and  Ethiopia  are  abun- 
dantly watered,  defcends  into  Egypt,  W'hich 
it  croffes  from  South  to  North,  to  about 

(I)  A Traveller,  named  Bruce,  it  is  faid,  has  pre- 
tended to  have  difcovered  them.  I faw,  at  Cairo,  the 
Servant  who  was  his  Guide  and  Companion  during  the 
Journey,  who  affured  me,  that  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  fuch  Difcovery.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  obje£led, 
that  a learned  man,  like  Mr.  Bruce,  was  not  obliged 
to  give  an  account  of  his  Difcoveries  to  his  Valet  j but, 
in  a Defart,  the  Pride  of  Celebrity  vanifties.  The 
Mailer  and  Servant  difappear,  and  become  only  two 
Men  neceffitated  to  aflift  their  mutual  wants  j the  only 
fuperiority  is  poiTefled  by  the  ftrongeft  j and  the  Servant 
I have  mentioned,  born  in  the  Country,  would  certainly 
have  corroborated  Mr.  Bruce’s  Aflertions,  in  a Dif- 
covery purely  topographical. 
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•four  Leagues  below  Cairo,  where,  divid- 
ing itfelf  into  two  Branches,  it  forms  the 
Ifland,  fo  celebrated  and  well-known  by 
the  name  of  Delta  : it  is,  likewife,  only 
to  the  extremity  of  this  Ifland,  which  the 
Egyptians  name  in  Arabic  Batn-el-Bacara, 

■ (the  Belly  of  the  Cow)  that  the  Plains,  on 
each  fide  the  Nile,  Ihut  in  by  the  higher 
Grounds,  are  capable  of  Cultivation  ; for 
"the  River  can  no  further  extend  the  Trea- 
fures  which  its  Waters  lavifh  on  the  Lands 
they  inundate. 

The  Mountains,  four  Leagues  from  the 
Nile,  and  facing  Cairo,  are  only  a ridge 
of  Rocks  of  forty  or  fifty  feet  high,  and 
divide  the  Country  from  the  Plains  of 
Lybia.  This  Ridge  accompanies  the 
courfe  of  the  River,  at  a greater  or  lelTer 
diftance,  and  feems  as  if  only  intended* 
to  ferve  as  a Bank  to  the  general  Inun- 
dation. The  mofi:  mountainous  part  of 
Arabia  is  that  which  lies  on  the  Borders 
of  the  Red  Sea,  and  already  aflumes  the 
rocky  nature  generally  obfervable  on  mari- 
time Coafis. 


At 
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At  the  fummit  of  the  angle  of  Delta, 
the  Rocks  of  Lybia,  and  the  Coafts 
of  Arabia  open,  and  recede  from  each 
other,  towards  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  pa- 
rallel to  the  Mediterranean.  This  great 
extent  of  Country,  from  the  Kingdom  of 
Barca  to  Gaza,  is  either  inundated  by  the 
River,  or,  atleaft,  capable  of  being  fo  j and 
this  periodical  Inundation,  in  a Country 
where  it  fcarcely  ever  rains,  and  which 
the  heat  of  the  Climate  and  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  Soil  feem  to  have  devoted  to 
perpetual  Drought  and  Sterility,  is,  with- 
out doubt,  a moft  furprifing  Phænome- 
non.  But,  if  we  inveftigate  the  Mecha- 
nifm  by  which  it  is  effected,  we  fliall  per- 
ceive that  even  Europe  contributes  to  it,  by 
pouring,  on  Abyflitiia  and  Ethiopia,  the 
Exhalations  with  which  our  Climates  a- 
bound.  Periodical  Winds,  from  the  North- 
weft,  blowing  regularly  in  the  Months  of 
June,  July,  and  Auguft,’  drive  before  them 
foggy  Clouds,  which,  without  depriving 
Egypt  of  the  Sun,  convey,  into  Abyftinia 
and  Ethiopia,  thofe  Vapors  that  condenfe 
there,  and  enter,  by  a hundred  Channels, 
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into  the  Nile,  which  fpreads  them  over 
Egypt,  together  with  the  Mud  with 
which  its  Waters  load  themfelves  in  their 
Prog  refs. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that,  though  this 
Water  becomes  thick,  by  wafhing  the 
clayey  Soil  over  which  it  pafles,  it  appears, 
when  drank,  as  light  and  limpid  as  the 
cleared;  ; the  Egyptians  themfelves  believe 
it  nourifliing,  and  fay,  whoever  drinks 
of  their  River  will  never  remove  to  any 
great  diflance  from  its  Banks. 

The  divine  Honours  which  the  ancient 
Egyptians  paid  to  the  Nile,  and  for 
which  the  Plenty  it  occafions  may  be 
fome  Juftification,  are,  in  a manner,  ftill 
preferved  under  the  Mahometans  j they 
give  this  River  the  Title  of  Mofl  Holy; 
they  likewife  honour  its  increafe  with  all 
the  Ceremonies  pradlifed  by  Pagan  Anti- 
quity. 

The  progrefs  of  the  Inundation  is  ob- 
ferved  at  the  Nilometer,  (ituated  at  the 
fouthern  Point  of  the  Ifle  of  Rhoda,  op- 
pofite  Old  Cairo.  Public  Criers,  dift^i- 
tuted  in  each  quarter  of  the  Capital,  every 

day, 
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day,  make  known  to  the  People  the  riling 
of  the  Waters,  till  they  are  come  to  the 
height  proper  for  opening  the  Canal,  by 
which  they  are  conveyed  to  the  middle  of 
. the  City,  and  the  Cifterns.  But  this  mo- 
ment cannot  be  afcertained  with  precifion, 
becaufe  Superflition  prevents  the  Eye  of 
Curiofity  from  approaching  the  graduated 
Column,  placed  in  the  center  of  the  Ba- 
fbn  of  the  Nilometer.  The  Cry  of  Oof- 
Allah,  which  lignifies  God  has  kept  his 
Promife,  proclaims  the  opening  of  this 
Canal.  Children,  bearing  Streamers  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  accompany  the  Crier,  and 
dilfufe  a general  Joy  at  the  certainty  of  ■ 
Plenty. 

Sultan  Selim,  after  having  conquered 

Egypt,  gave  it  Laws,  eftablilhed  a new 

form  of  Government,  and  decreed  that 
* 

this  Kingdom,  now  become  a Province  of 
his  vafi:  Empire,  Ihould  be  only  liable  to  a 
Tribute  then  when  theincreafe  of  the  Nile 
Ihould  be  fufficient  for  opening  this  Canal  : 
as,  in  fa(ft,  it  is  only  then  that  the  Waters 
fqffice  for  the  wants  of  Agriculture.  This 
is  what  takes  place  every  Year  3 but  it  is  not 

merely 
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merely  this  degree  of  increafe*  that  yields 
the  greateft  plenty.  To  produce  that,  the 
Waters  muft  reach  the  foot  of  the  Moun- 
tains, and  then  it  is,  that  the  Criers  pro- 
claim MineUDgebel il~el~Dgebel,  (from  one 
Mountain  to  another.) 

It  was,  without  doubt,  to  provide  againft 
thofe  Years  when  the  Nile  does  not  over- 
flow a great  part  of  the  Country  that  the 
ancient  Sovereigns  of  Egypt  cut  fo  many 
Canals,  the  principal  of  which  are  ftill 
kept  in  order,  but  the  greater  part  ne- 
glected, and,  confequently,  one  half  of 
Egypt  deprived  of  Cultivation.  Thofe 
which  convey  the  Water  to  Cairo,  into 
the  Province  of  Fayoom,  and  to  Alexan- 
dria, are  mod:  attended  to  by  Government. 
An  Officer  is  appointed  to  watch  this  lad, 
and  hinder  the  Arabs  of  Bachria,  who  re- 
ceive the  fuperfluous  Waters  of  this  Canal, 
from  turning  them  off  before  Alexandria 
be  provided,  or  opening  it  before  the  time 
fixed,  which  would  hinder  the  increafe  of 
the  Nile.  That  which  conveys  the  Wa- 
ters into  Fayoom  is  watched  in  like 
manner,  and  cannot  be  opened  before 

that 
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that  of  Cairo,  which  is  called  the  Canal  of 
Trajan. 

. The  ancient  Egyptians  had  the  barba- 
rous Cuftom  of  facrificing  a young  Girl 
to  the  Nile,  when  the  Waters  rofe  to  a 
fufficient  height  for  opening  this  Canal. 
They  called  her  the  AroolTa,  or  the  Bride. 
And  the  Name  and  Ceremonies  of  this 
fanguinary  Feftival  are  ftill  preferved; 
though  the  Caliph  Omar  has  rendered  it 
more  humane,  by  fubftituting  a Pillar  of 
Earth,  which  reprefents  the  Vidtim,  and  is 
thrown  into  the  Nile.  The  principal  Inha- 
bitants of  Cairo  appear,  at  this  Ceremony, 
in  their  Gondolas,  richly  ornamented  ; and 
it  is  always  fucceeded  by  Entertainments 
and  Fire-works. 

A number  of  other  Canals,  only  taken 
care  of  by  thofe  who  derive  Advantage  from 
them,  ilTue  from  that  Arm  of  the  Nile 
which  runs  to  Damietta,  and  fertilize  the 
Province  of  Sharkia,  which,  making  part 
of  the  Ifthmus  of  Suez,  is  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  of  Egypt,  and  the  mofl;  capable 
of  a great  increafe  of  Cultivation.  The 
Plains  of  Gaza^  which  lie  beyond,  and  are  ' 
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polTefled  by  the  Arabs,  would  not  be  leffi 
fertile,  if  the  Spirit  of  Devaftation  did  not 
deftroy  even  the  fpontaneous  Productions. 
A number  of  other  Canals  run  through 
the  Ifle  of  Delta,  many  of  which  arc 
navigable  ; and  that  of  Manoof  com- 
municates with  the  two  Branches  of  the 
Nile,  ten  Leagues  below  the  angular  Point, 
called  the  Belly  of  the  Cow.  This  Canal 
begins  at  Nadir,  and  not  at  Guefeid,  where 
d’Anville  has  placed  the  mouth  of  it  ; and 
crolTes  the  Province  of  Manufia,  the  Cul- 
ture of  which  may  be  compared  to  a well 
managed  Kitchen-Garden.  The  Map  of 
this  celebrated  Geographer  appears  to  me, 
in  other  refpeCts,  as  exaCl  as  it  is  poflible 
to  make  it,  in  a Country  where  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  allow  an  aCtual  Sur- 
vey, and  where  the  Land  is  too  flat  to  af- 
ford any  Point  from  which  an  Obfervation 
can  be  taken. 

The  whole  Country  of  Egypt  is,  indeed, 
fo  low,  that,  at  a diflance,  it  is  only  to  be 
difcovered  by  fome  rifing  Grounds,  form- 
ed by  the  Ruins  of  ancient  Alexandria, 
and  the  prodigious  height  of  Pompey’s 

Pillar  ; 
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Pillar  ; the  whole  Coaft  is  a plain,  fo  that, 
three  Leagues  ofF  at  Sea,  nothing  is  to  be 
perceived  but  fome  Palm-Trees,  which 
feem  to  rife  out  of  the  Water.  It  is  not, 
however,  merely  to  this  flatnefs  that  it 
owes  the  periodical  Inundation  by  which 
it  is  watered. 

We  have  already  feen  that  the  confiant 
Winds,  from  the  North-Wefl,  driving  the 
Mills  of  Europe  over  Abyflinia,  blow  in 
the  diredlion  of  the  Nile;  and  we  may 
perceive  that,  by  forcing  back  the  Wa- 
ters of  that  River,  they  become  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  its  overflowing.  Having 
arrived  at  its  height,  about  the  middle  of 
September,  the  wind,  then  fettling  in  the 
South,  concurs  with  the  natural  courfe  of 
the  Nile,  to  facilitate  the  draining  of  the 
Waters;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  colledts  the 

I , 

furplus  of  Clouds,  no  longer  ufeful  in 
Abyflinia  and  Ethiopia,  to  carry  them  to- 
wards the  Sources  of  the  Euphrates  ; where 
the  fame  Phænomenon,  of  a periodical  In- 
undation, enriches  Mefopotamia,  imme- 
diately after  that  of  Egypt. 
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At  that  time,  a Column  of  Clouds 
is  feen  to  crofs  the  Red  Sea,  towards  the 
Iflhmus  of  Suez,  pafs  along  Syria,  and 
gather  round  Mount  Ararat,  vvhilft  the 
fame  fettled  wind,  in  the  Gulph  of  Per- 
fia,  compreffing  the  Waters  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, procures  to.  Mefopotamia,  by  the 
fame  means,’  the  fame  advantages  which 
Egypt  enjoys. 

This  meteorological  Obfervation,  in 
my  refearches  concerning  which  I have 
been  fcrupuloufly  exadt,  may  every  Year 
have  its  Truth  afeertained,  in  a Country 
where  the  clearnefs  of  the  Heavens  renders 
all  fuch  remarks  leaft  liable  to  Error. 

All  the  Deferiptions  of  Egypt  have, 
hitherto,  agreed  to  confider  the  Mud, 
which  the  Water  acquires,  during  its  in- 
creafe,  and,  at  length,  depohts  on  the  in- 
undated Lands,  as  a Manure  by  which 
they  are  fertilized.  No  vegetative  Quality, 
however,  is  difcoverable,  in  analyzing  it, 
before  its  union  with  the  Sand  ; which, 
together  with  Clay,  compofes  the  Soil  of 
Egypt,  mixt  in  the  fame  proportion  as  they 
are  in  the  manufadturing  of  Pottery. 


This 
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This  Mud,  likewife,  is  only  waihed  ofF 
by  the  Nile  from  its  two  Banks,  with  the 
clayey  part  of  which  ' it  becomes  loaded. 
Its  lightnefs,  together  with  the  motion  of 
the  Waters,  keep  the  Particles  fufpended  ; 
till,  at  length,  the  fandy  part  finks  down, 
and  appears,  in  heaps,  after  a decreafe  of 
the  Inundation.  Thefe  the  Induftry  of 
the  Hulbandman  ' turns  to  his  Advantage, 
tempering  the  drynefs  of  the  Sands  with 
Pigeon’s  Dung,  and  the  Seeds  of  Water- 
Melons,  which  he  fows  in  it;  and  gathers 
an  abundant  Harveft,  before  the  returning 
Floods  again  deftroy  thefe  Fields,  and  form 
others  in  their  ftead. 

The  whirling  of  the  Waters,  which  pro- 
duces thefe  Variations,  refults  necelTarily 
from  the  double  effort  of  the  Stream  and 
the  Wind,  adting  againft  each  other  ; but 
the  Nile  is,  notwithftanding  this  Agita- 
tion, fo  eafy  to  confine,  that  many  Fields, 
lower  than  the  furface  of  the  River,  are 
preferved,  during  its  increafe,  from  an  In- 
\indation  deftrudive  to  their  Produdtions, 
merely  by  a Dam  of  moiftened  Earth,  not 
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more  than  eight  or  ten  inches  in  thick- 
nefs. 

This  method,  which  cofts  the  Cul- 
tivator but  little  trouble,  is  made  ufe 
of  to  preferve  Delta,  when  it  is  threaten- 
ed by  the  Flood.  This  Ifland,  which 
annually  produces  three  Harvefls,  is 
continually  watered  by  Machines,  con- 
ftrud:ed  on  the  Nile,  and  the  Canals  cut 
through  it;  but  it  rarely  is  in  danger  of 
being  overflowed  ; and  this  rich  part  of 
Egypt,  which  extends  to  the  Sea,  would 
be  ftill  lefs  affeded  by  the  fwelling  of  the  ^ 
River,  did  not  the  Wind,  blowing  a 
long  time  in  one  quarter,  raife  the 
Waters  of  the  Mediterranean  towards  the 
South, 

I 

It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  Delta, 
more  elevated  than  the  reft  of  Egypt,  is 
bounded  towards  the  Sea  by  a Foreft  of 
Palm-trees,  called  the  Foreft  of  Berelos, 
the  Land  of  .which  is  much  higher  than 
the  high  eft  rifing  of  the  Waters  ; and  this 
topographical  Remark  is  fufficient  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Syftem  of  the  formation  of  Delta 

by 
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bySedIment.  A Country  which  rifçs  higher 
than  the  highefl:  Inundations  can  never 
owe  to  them  its  origin.  Such  Sediment 
could  only  occafion  the  Divihon  of  the 
two  Branches  of  the  Nile  ; but  neither 
this  circumftance,  nor  the  Exiftence  of 
the  Ifland  which  feparates  them,  defervc 
fo  much  attention  ; and  M.  Maillet  might 
have  fpared  himfelf  the  trouble  of  re» 
viving  the  Syftem  of  Ephorus  on  this 
Subjed:,  which  feems  not  to  have  met 
with  any  regard  from  his  Cotemporaries. 

The  Veltiges  of  the  Canals,  which  wa- 
tered the  Provinces  weftward  and  eaftward 
of  Delta,  prove  them  to  have  been  the  bed 
cultivated  of  any  part  of  ancient  Egypt.  We 
may  alfo  prefume,  from  the  extent  of  the 
Ruins  of  Alexandria,  the  conUrudion  of 
the  Canal,  and  the  natural  level  of  the 
Lands  which  encompafs  the  Lake  Mareo- 
tis,  and  extend  themfelves  weftward  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Barca,  that  this  Country,  at  pre- 
fent  given  up  to  the  Arabs,  and  almoft  a De- 
fcrt,  was  once  fufficiently  rich  in  Produc- 
tions, of  every  kind,  to  furnilh  the  City  of 
Alexandria  with  its  whole  Sybliftence. 

Vox..  IL  Part  IV.  C 
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It  may  be  obferved,  with  refped  to  the 
Situation  of  the  Canal  of  Alexandria,  that, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  fupplied  the  City, 
with  Water,  and  facilitated  its  Commerce, 
it  mud:,  as  it  paded  along  the  upper  part 
oF  the  cultivated  Lands,  on  the  left-hand 
of  the  Nile,  have  contributed  to  their  fer- 
tilization : while  a Dyke,  conRrudted  at 
Eekers  (rn )y  kept  the  Sea  within  its  bounds, 
to  add  to  Egypt  a large  Tradl  of  Country, 
which  reached  to  the  Suburbs  of  this  im- 
menfe  City,  at  prefent  reduced  to  an  in- 
confiderable  Town,  built  on  the  new 
Ifthmus,  w'hich  has  formed  itfelf  between 
the  two  Ports,  and  joins  the  llle  of  Pharos 
to  Terra- firma. 

This  Capital  of  the  Commerce  of  the 
Univerfe,  condemned  long  lince  to  be  mere- 
ly the  Receptacle  of  what  is  brought  for 
the  home  conlumption  of  the  Country, 
feems  to  be  duit  out  from  its  own  Walls; 
but  we  cannot  furvey  the  extent  and  mag- 
nificence of  its  Ruins,  without  redefting 


(tn)  A Tmall  Sea-port  fituateJ  betweeii  Alexandria, 
and  Rc^ifta. 
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that  the  moft  certain  means  of  Grandeur 
only  have  a value  proportionable  to  the 
Genius  of  the  Age,  and  the  abilities 
of  thofe  by  whom  they  fliould  be  em- 
ployed. 

Egypt,  happily  fituated  to  extend  its 
Commerce  over  Europe,  Africa,  and  the 
Indies,  wanted  a Harbour.  It  was  ne- 
celTary  it  fhould  be  large,  -and  eafy  of  ac- 
cefs } the  mouths  of  the  Nile  offered 
none  of  thefe  advantages  ; the  only  Port 
which  was  upon  the  Goaff  was  twelve 
Leagues  from  the  River,  in  a Defert, 
and  would  not  have  been  perceived  but  by 
a Genius  bold  and  fublirne.  A City  was 
to  be  built,  and  he  defigned  the  Plan. 
To  what  a degree  of  Splendor  did  he  raife 
Alexandria,  even  ip  its  very  Infancy?  He 
joined  it  to  the  Nile  by  a Canal,  at  once 
navigable  and  ufeful  to  Cultivation  ; it 
became  the  City  of  all  Nations,  and  the 
Metropolis  of  Commerce.  His  name 
honours  thefe  Allies,  which  barbarous 
Ages  have  heaped  up,  and  which  only 
wait  to  be  tempered  by  fome  beneficent 
Jaand^  to  form  a Cement  for  the  re-cour 
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firudion  of  the  moft  noble  Edifice  the 
human  mind  has  ever  conceived. 

The  rocky  bottom,  which  ‘extends 
along  the  Coafi;  of  Egypt,  proves  the 
llle  of  Pharos  to  have  % been  formed  by 
the  Ruins  of  Alexandria  ; and  that  the 
Shallow,  which  feparates  the  two  Bafons, 
has  been  can  fed  by  the  Rubbifli  driven 
thither  by  the  Sea.  The  new  Shore  like- 
wife  confirms  the  truth  of  this  Obferva- 
tion  ; and  the  rolling  of  the  V/aves  con- 
tinually difeovers  a number  of  Stones, 
which  have  inferiptions  on  them,  and 
are  certainly  part  of  the  remain's  of  this 
ancient  City. 

Its  Ruins  afford  us,  at  every  ftep,  a tef- 
timony  of  its  former  fplendor  ; and  the  fi- 
gure of  a Macedonian  Cloak,  which  its 
Boundaries  refemble,  by  recalling  to  the 
memory  its  illuRrious  Founder,  feems  to 
have  excited  veneration,  even  from  the 
Barbarians,  in  their  different  pillagings  of 
this  City.  The  fame  Walls  which  de- 
fended its  InduRry  and  Riches  Rill  de- 
fend its  Ruins,  and  prefent  us  with  a 
maRer-piece  of- ancient  Mafonry. 
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Some  Hiftorians  pretend  ^ thefe  have 
been  built  by  the  Saracei>s,  indead  of  the 
old  ones,  whicIiThey  deftroyed  ; but  though 
the  hand  of  thofe  Barbarians  may  be  dif- 
covered  in  fuch  parts  of  it  as  they  have 
repaired,  and  which  are  equally  defti- 
titute  of  Elegance  and  Regularity,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  fuppofe  they  conftruiTed  the 
Walls  which  feparate  Alexandria  from 
Necropolis;  that  would  be  no  lefs  abfurd 
than  to  attribute  to  them  the  erecting  of 
Pompey’s  Pillar. 

This  Monument,  the  Objeél:  and  Foun- 
der of  which  are  equally  unknown,  dtu  it- 
ed  near  the  Canal,  between  Necropolis 
and  the  Walls  of  Alexandria,  mud  have 
been  placed  in  the  Suburb  which.  Au- 
thors affirm  joined  the  Lake  Mareotis. 
It  may  be  conjectured,  from  the  Frag- 
ments of  rofe-colourcd  Granite,  and  above 
all,  from  the  ancient  Foundations  which 
furround  this  Column,  that  it  dood  in 
the  middle  of  fome  place  of  Traffic.  But, 
without  carrying  our  Refearches  beyond 
the  Bounds  preferibed  by  the  obfeurity  of 
ancient  Times,  what  is  dill  to  be  feen  of 
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this  great  Work,  is  fufficient  to  inflire 
our  Admiration; 

t fliall  not  repeat  thé  Defcription  given 
bf  it  by  M.  Maillet,  and  other  Travellers; 
but  fhall  cohfine  myfelf  to  remarking  that 
this  enormous  Mafs,  placed  on  a Stone, 
lefs  by  the  one  half  than  the  Stilobates; 
which  refts  centrally  upon  it,  has  only 
been  fiifiâined,  during  fo  many  Ages;  by 
the  precife  adherence  of  the  two  Planes, 
and  the  perfeblion  of  their  horizontal  Sec- 
tion. This  Support,  more  nearly  examin- 
ed, by  means  of  an  Excavation  made  in  the 
rough  ftones  which  feem  to  fuftain  the- 
Bafe,  proves  to  be  à piece  of  Granite,  funk 
to  a greater  or  lefler  depth  in  the  calcareous 
Rock  on  which  the  whole  is  conftruéted  : 
and  we  might  be  led  to  imagine,  from  the 
Hieroglyphics  which  appear  upon  it,  that 
fome  Fragment  of  an  Obelilk  had  been 
made  ufe  of,  as  a Foundation  ; though, 
perhaps,  it  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe 
thefe  Characters  contain  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Column. 

Its  perfect  uprightnefs,  which  I have 
juft  rtmarked,  leaves  no  doubt  but  the 

I 
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Stilobates,  the  Bafe,  the  Shaft,  and  the 
Capital  have  been  perpendicularly  placed 
Gn  each  other  ; but  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to 
conceive  the  means  employed  to  raife  this 
fame  Shaft,  a Tingle  piece  of  red  Granite, 
of  the  Corinthian  Order,  the  Module  of 
which  is  above  four  feet.  This  could  not  be 
cffeded  without  the  afliftance  of  the  Crane; 
and  may  again  lead  us  to  believ'e  that  Tome 
imitation  of  the  Crow,  of  Archimedes,  had, 
in  Egypt,  preceded  ours:  which  is  no  more 
furprifing  than  to  find,  under  the  Lava  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  the  reprefentation  of  the 
Plane  and  Vice  of  our  joiners. 

This  Monument  is  not  the  only  one  in 
£gypt,  the  boldnefs  of  which  aftoniflies 
Travellers  : Cleopatra’s  Needle,  no  lefs 
. difficult  to  erea,  will  not  allow  us  to  at- 
tribute the  great  Works  which  are  found 
in  fuch  profufion,  in  the  higher  Egypt,  to 
the  Arts  of  Greece.  We  may  even  ob- 
fervc,  in  the  Capital  of  Pompey’s  Pillar, 
a rude  imitation  of  the  Leaves  of  the 
Acanthus,  manifefily  the  Performance  of 
Hands  more  accufcomed  to  move  thefe 
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vaft  MafTes  than  to  handle  the  ChilTel  of 
Phidias. 

The  Sculpture  of  the  Egyptians  is  with- 
out delicacy,  except  in  the  Hieroglyphicks. 
1 hefe  abound  on  the  four  fides  of  Cleo- 
patra’s Needle.  Its  Bafe,  concealed  by  the 
quantity  of  Ruins,  will  not  permit  us  to 
form  a judgment  of  its  point  of  Reft  j 
but  an  examination  of  a like  Needle, 
thrown  down,  and  broken,  near  the  firft, 
ftiews  them  to  have  been  both  placed  on 
four  Cubes  of  Bronze.  It  may  be  per- 
ceived, likewife,  that  thefe  two  Obelifks, 
placed  on  a line  with  two  Wings  of  a vaft 
Pile  of  Buildings,  at  equal  diftances,  were 
the  Ornaments  of  w'hat  appears,  by  its 
Ruins,  to  have  been  a Palace.  It  has  been 
fuppofed  to  be  that  of  Cleopatra.  I dif- 
tindlly  faw,  in  a Rotunda,  tolerably  well 
preferved,  and,  above  all,  in  feveral  Dun- 
geons which  furround  it,  the  Tribunal  of 
Juftice,  and  was  allonifhed  at  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  Plaifter  W'hich  covers  its 
Walls. 

Still  lefs  equivocal  Marks  indicate  the 
principal  Square  of  Alexandria.  Several 
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Columns,  two  of  which  are  placed  in  the 
middle  of  one  of  its  fides,  and  oppofite 
a prodigious  Mafs  of  ruined  Vaults,  point 
out  the  Entrance  of  the  principal  Tem- 
ple, and  leave  no  doubt  but  it  belonged 
to  Jupiter  Serapis.  If  the  Spirit  of  De- 
ftrudlion  were  not  always  idle  and  ig- 
norant, thefe  precious  Remains  would 
fooner  difappear  : I have  feen  the  Barba- 
rians, who  poiTefs  them,  employed  in  cut- 
ting off  pieces  of  the  Pillars,  to  make  Mill- 
Itones  i and  have  had  the  fatisfa6lion  to 
find  their  labour  rendered  ufelefs,  by  their 
want  of  (kill. 

Though  this  may  tend  to  preferve  heavy 
Maffes,  the  Statues  cannot  efcape  that 
Avarice  by  which  they  are  difcovered  ; yet 
the  Arabs  never  fell  them  to  the  Euro- 
peans, till  they  have  fatisfied  their  Fana- 
ticifm,  by  the  mutilation  of  thefe  pre- 
tended Idols.  The  fmall  profit  they  de- 
rive, from  this  Traffic,  happily  difcourages 
them  from  fearching  the  Ruins,  and  re- 
ferves  this  precious  Depofit  for  Pofterity. 

That  Suburb  of  Alexandria  which  joins 
the  Necropolis,  and  that  other,  the  Streets 
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of  which  are  ftill  to  be  diftinguilhed  lit 
the  Plain,  leading  to  Rofetta,  contain, 
without  doubt,  many  Riches,  buried  un- 
der their  Ruins.  The  open  Square  of 
Necropolis  is  covered  with  Hillocks, 
which  invite  us  to  fearch  for  the  remains 
of  Temples  and  Monuments,  raifed  by 
the  fuperftitious  Piety  of  the  ancient 
Egyptians.  I vifited,  with  care,  the  Ca- 
tacombs of  this  City,  the  burying-place 
of  Alexandria  ; and,  though  they  cannot 
be  compared  to  thofe  of  the  ancient  Mem- 
phis, which  the  Arabs  will  not  permit  to 
be  vifited,  in  order  to  make  the  better 
market  of  their  Mummies,  it  is  probable 
that,  the  method  of  embalming  being  the 
fame,  the  form  of  thefe  Catacombs  can 
only  differ  in  their  Proportions. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that.  Nature  not 
having  furnifhed.  this  part  of  Egypt  with 
a ridge  of  Rocks,  like  that  which  runs 
parallel  with  the  Nile,  above  Delta,  the 
ancient  Inhabitants  of  Alexandria  could 

{n)  The  City  of  the  dead  : this  name  is  formed 
from  the  two  Creek  words,  KiXfoç)  dead  j and  n;XK>  a 
City. 
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bnly  have  an  Imitation,  bÿ  digging  into  a 
Bed  of  folid  Rock,  and  thuS  forming 
NeOropolls. 

This  Excavation,  from  thirty  to  forty 
feet  wide,  two  hundred  long,  and  twenty- 
five  deep,'  is  terminated  by  gentle  Decli- 
vities at  each  end.  The  two  Sides,  cut 
perpendicularly»  contain  feveral  Openings, 
about  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  width  and 
height,  hollowed  horizontally,  and  which 
form,  by  their  different  Branches,  fub- 
terranean  Streets.  One  of  thefe»  which 
Curiofi’ty  has  difenc umbered . from  the 
Ruins  and  Sands,  that  render  the, Entrance 
of  others  difficult  or  impoffible,  contains 
no  Mummies,  but  only  the  places  they 
occupied.  The  Order  in  which  they 
were  ranged  is  ftill  to  be  feen.  Niches, 
twenty  inches  fquare,  funk  fix  feet  hori- 
zontally, narrowed  at  the  bottom,  and 
feparated  from  each  other  by  Partitions 
in  the  Rock,  feven  or  eight  inches  thick, 
divide  into  Checkers  the  two  Walls  of 
this  fubterranean  Vault. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe»  from  this  dif- 
pofition»  that  each  Mummy  was  intro- 
duced 
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duced  with  the  feet  foremoft,  into  the 
Cell  intended  for  its  reception  ; and  that 
new  Streets  were  opened,  in  proportion  as 
thefe  dead  Inhabitants  of  Necropolis  in- 
creafed.  This  Obfervation,  which  throws 
a light  on  the  Catacombs  of  Memphis, 
may  perhaps  likewife  explain  the  vaft  Size 
and  Multitude,  as  well  as  the  different 
Elevations,  of  the  Pyramids,  in  the  higher 
and  lower  Egypt.  I fhall  proceed  to  the 
examination  of  thofe  of  Gifa,  to  draw  fuch 
Conclufions  as  appear  to  me  mod:  pro- 
bable. 

I have  already  faid,  they  are  conflrudted 
on  the  Ridge  of  Rocks  which  is  the 
Boundary  of  Lybia.  Two  of  thefe  Pyra- 
mids differ  but  little  in  their  proportions  ; 
and  the  third,  only  of  three  hundred  feet, 
has  never  excited  any  attention.  The 
largell,  each  fide  of  the  Square  of  the 
bafe  and  height  of  which  is  fix  hundred 
feet,  permits  the  Curious  to  examine  the 
infide  of  this  vaft  Pile. 

The  Conful  Maillet,  who  has  given  us 
its  defeription,  accompanied  by  very  exadl 
Views  and  Plans,  fays  it  has  been  violated  ; 
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but  the  ftrange  manner  in  which  he  fup- 
pôrts  this  fuppohtion,  by  the  pretended 
Damage  done  to  the  Layers  of  Stone, 
which  are  imagined  to  have  concealed 
the  Entrance  into  the  Galleries,  through 
which,  at  prefent,  there  is  a PafTage, 
quite  up  to  the  Sarcophagus,  in  the  cen- 
ter of  this  Monument,  is  no  real  demon- 
ftration  of  fuch  Violation.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  appears  certain  that  this  Pyra- 
mid has  never  been  (hut. 

In  fad,  neither  Avarice  nor  Curiofity 
could  endeavour  to  damage  it,  without 
making  feveral  attempts,  of  which  no 
traces  are  to  be  found  ; and,  when  none  of 
the  Sides  of  the  neighbouring  Pyramids 
have  the  lead  ligns  of  any  fuch  opening, 
how  Ihould  this  have  been  fo  readily 
found  ? Why  (hould  the  inferior  Layers, 
which  were  no  Obftacle,  have  been  taken 
away  ? How  came  the  projeding  Stones 
foj  fo  remarkably  well  preferved  ? Why 
fliould  not  the  Baflb-relievo,  placed  under 

(o)  Pierres  d’Attente  : Projeifin^  Stones  io  con- 
tinue the  Building.  T, 
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the  Key  of  the  Vault,  and  the  perfec-r 
tion  of  the  whole  Work  have  fuffered  by 
the  fame  Violence  ? Maillet,  to  fupport 
his  Hypothefis,  enters  into  a particular  De- 
tail of  the  Labour  he  fuppofes  neceffary  j 
and  furniflies  the  Egyptians  with  compli- 
cated means  of  fecurity,  which  the  enor- 
mous fize  of  fuch  Mafles,  and,  dill  more, 
the  pious  Superftition  of  this  People,  ren- 
der ^ needlefs  to  prevent  the  Violation  of 
thefe  Afylums,  which  every  thing  engaged 
them  to  refpedt.  • 

The  exadtnefs  of  this  Writer  would  leave 
us  nothing  to  wifh,  with  regard  to  the  de- 
feription  of  the  inlide  of  this  Monument,  if 
hisRefearches  could  have  penetrated  into  the 
Well,  which  defeends,  perpendicularly,  in 
the  Center  of  the  Pyramid,  and  of  which 
he  has  only  marked  the  opening.  Dif- 
ferent Attempts  to  defeend  into  it,  render- 
ed fruitlefs,  either  by  the  infufficiency  of 
the  means  employed,  or  the  timidity  of 
thofe  by  whom  they  were  made,  have  ftill 
left  a wide  Field  for  Conjedture  ; and,  as 
it  cannot  be  difeovered  to  have  had  anv 
real  utility,  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  have 
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been  a myfterious  PafTage.  This  Idea, 
compared  with  the  Opinions  concerning  • 
Death, , entertained  by  the  ancient  Egyp- 
tians, will  acquire  more  weight  by  the 
following  Obfcrvations. 

The  principal  of  thefe  is,  the  relation 
which  the  upper  Tombs  bear  to  the  lower. 
Each  Pyramid  has  its  Catacombs  ; the 
ridge  of  rocks,  cut  with'  the  ChilTel,  the 
length  of  fifty  Fathoms,  perpendicular  to 
the  fummit  of  the  firfi:  Pyramid,  and 
parallel,  to  its  horizontal  Face,  prefents 
many  openings,  of  which  one,  lateral  one,  - 
is  hollowed  in  fuch  a declined  dirediion 
that  a Perfon  cannot  defcend  into  it,  with- 
out being  let  down  by  Ropes,  even  though 
the  Arabs  lliould  permit  it  to  be  entered. 
There  are  likewife  other  openings,  ftill 
Ibut,  by  long  Stones  full  of  Hierogly- 
phics and  BafiTo- relievo. 

One  only  of  thele  openings,  through 
which  the  Arabs  get  the  Mummies,  in 
wliich  they  trade,  is  fecured  by  a wooden 
Door;  and  the  entrance  into  this  Cavern  is 
guarded  by  an  Arab,  who  lodges  there  ; 
but,  notwithfianding  the  kind  reception  I 
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met  with  from  him,  I could  only  obtain 
permiffion  to  look  through  a Window, 
which  he  has  doubtlefs  made  himfelf, 
and  could  perceive  nothing  but  a vaft 
Vault,  where  the  fight  is  loft  in  obfcu- 
rity,  and  the  direction  of  which  corre- 
fponds  to  the  Bafe  of  the  Pyramid. 

If  we  fuppofe  it  to  contain  different 
Branches  or  Streets,  fimilar  to  thofe  at 
Necropolis,  with  height  and  extent  pro- 
portionate to  the  City  of  Memphis,  we 
may  eafily  conceive  its  wonderful  Dimen- 
fions. 

Another  Obfervation,  no  lefs  important,^ 
is,  that  the  Pyramids  are  inconteftibly  of 
the  fame  Rock;  and  there  are  not  wanting 
thofe  who  affirm,  the  Catacombs  were 
the  Quarry,  whence  the  Stones  were  pro- 
cured. 

If  we  add,  to  thefe  Remarks,  the  ne- 
cefTary  Effeâ:s  of  the  Prejudices  of  a People 
whofe  life  feemed  employed  in  thoughts 
on  Death,  wdll  it  not  appear  probable  that, 
at  the  commencement  of  every  ' King’s 
Reign,  the  Inhabitants  of  Memphis  fhut 
up  the  laft  Catacombs,  and  opened  new 
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ones  i 'that  the  Stones,  procured  by  this 
Excavation,  were  referved  for  the  Mau- 
folcum  of  the  Sovereign  then  on  the 
Throne  ; that  the  duration  of  his  Reign  . 
afeertained  the  Proportions  of  the  Edifice 
they  were  to  ereâ:  ? Nothing  more  was 
neceifary,  to  raife  fuch  Monuments,  than 
to*  place  thefe  Stones,  which  are  all  of 
the  fame  fize  and  lhape,  in  a pyramidical 
Form,  as  foon  as  the  Calculation  of  their 
number  had  given  the  extent  of  the  firfi: 
Layer,  which  formed  the  Bafe.  It  may 
like  wife  be  conjedured  that  the  Well,  I 
' have  mentioned,  defeending  to  the  lowed 
Tombs,  gave  the  Sovereign  the  means  of 
communication  with  all  his  Subjeâ:s,  who 
had  died  in  his  Reign  ; which  muft  cer- 
tainly tend  to  infpire  him  with  a mod  de- 
firable  and  never  ufelefs  Widi,  of  being 
beloved  by  them  during  life. 

Thus  might  the  Chronology  of  the  Kings 
of  Egypt  become  fubjed:,  in  a degree,  to 
mathematical  Calculation  : for,  by  taking 
the  mean  duration  of  Life,  in  a given  Po- 
pulation, and  the  Proportions  of  the  fums 
of  the  Stones  of  the  Catacombs,  the  length 
VoL.II.  PartIV.  D of 
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of  the  Reign  of  one  of  the  Pharaohs,  and 
the  height  of  his  Monument,  would  be 
fufficient  to  find  the  duration  of  every  other 
Reign. 

Thus  Cbnfidered,  all  Ideas  of  0ppreffion> 
Slavery,  or  Tyranny,  which  the  fight  of 
fuch  ftupendous  Buildings  might  otherwifc 
infpire,  difappear.  We  (hould  then  only 
look  upon  them  as  the  lall:  Compad:  between 
the  Sovereign  and  the  Subjed  : and,  if  we 
recoiled  the  feverity  of  the  Tribunal,  where 
every  deceafed  Perfon  received  a Trial  be- 
fore his  Interment,  we  may  imagine  we 
perceive  the  motives  for  opening  the  grand 
Pyramid  of  Gifa  j nor  fhall  we  be  able, 
without  veneration,  to  behold  thofe  which 
are  fliut. 

* If  the  Materials  of  which  the  Pyrartiids 
arecompofed  fuggeft  this  Suppofition,  it  will 
be  farther  confirmed  by  a more  careful  Ex- 
amination. The  Canal  of  Jofeph,  the 
Works  in  Upper  Egypt,  the  famous  Lake 
Mceris,  and  the  Canals  which  ftill  enrich 
the  Lower  Egypt,  are  Monuments,  the  ex- 
iftence  of  W'hich  is  as  certain  as  that  of  the 
Pyramids.  How  can  we  then  fuppofe  thefe 
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latter  the  Work  of  Tyranny  ? Have  the 
Benefa(5lors  of  the  human  Race  ever  been 
their  Oppreflbrs  ? And  among  a People 
intirely  employed  concerning  their  Inter- 
ment, to  which  they  never  were  admitted, 
unlefs  they  were  accounted  worthy,  can  it 
be  fuppofed  that  any  kind  of  Oppreffion 
was  exercifed  in  the  conftrudtion  of  their 
Sepulchres  fpj  ? 

The  Stones,  which  compofe  the  Pyramids, 
are  from  feven  to  eight  feet  in  length,  three 
in  height,  and  four  in  breadth  ; every  Layer 
retreats  three  feet,  and  has  a Coating  of  a 
foot  thick.  The  Coating  of  the  hrft  Pyra^- 
midis  totally  deftroyed,  on  which  account  it 
is  eafy  to  afcend  to  the  top  j though  it  can- 
not be  doubted  but  that  this  liant  Coatine 
was  at  lead  prepared,  when  we  obferve  the 
Prifms  of  Granite,  which  are  dill  fcattered 
round  it.  I have  even  found  one,  in  which 
the  Hypothenufe  had  been  çut,  to  ferve  for 
one  of  the  Angles  of  the  Pyramid. 

(P)  mean,  by  this,  to  contradict  what 

the  Holy  Scriptures  teach  us,  concerning  the  Oppref- 
jlon  which  the  Ifraelites  fulFered  in  Egypt  j and  the 
Labours  to  which  they  were  condemned. 

D 2 


This 


52 


MEMOIRS  OF 


This  Difcovery  might  have  fpared  M. 
Maillet  the  pains  which  he  has  taken  to 
find  the  quality  of  the  Coating  by  the  Ce- 
ment. It  would  likewife  have  prevented 
his  falling  into  the  Error  of  miftaking 
fome  parts  of  the  calcareous  Rock  for 
fragments  of  white  Marble.  It  may  be 
prefumed  that  the  Prifms,  which  ftill 
cover  the  upper  part  of  the  fécond  Pyra- 
mid, will  be  broken  off,  merely  for  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  them  roll  down.  Such 
motives  mufl  have  produced  the  Deflruc- 
tion  of  thofe  which  are  wanting  i the 
llightefi:  effort  is  fufficient  for  that  purpofe, 
and  Wantonnefs  of  this  kind  is  not  in  ha- 
bits of  Self-denial. 

Oppofite  this  fécond  Pyramid,  a little 
before  the  Rocks,  we  fiill  fee  the  famous 
Sphinx,  which  is  much  more  celebrated 
than  it  deferves.  This,  in  reality,  is  only 
an  angular  ridge  of  Rock,  extending  to  the 
main  Bed,  in  the  diredion  of  the  center  of 
this  Pyramid.  They  have  given  it  the 
form  of  a Sphinx,  and  opened,  in  its  back, 
two  fquare  Wells,  to  ferve  as  ‘Entrances 
into  the  Catacomb  ; and  hence  the  guard- 
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ing  of  the  Tombs  feemed  intrufted  to  this 
kind  of  Monfter. 

It  likewife  appears  probable  that  a 
Temple  was  added  to  each  Pyramid  and 
its  Catacomb  ; though,  at  prefent,  we  can 
only  difcover  their  Ruins,  notwithftanding 
their  care  to  eredt  them  with  fuch  enor- 
mous Stones.  I have  meafured  fome  of 

I 

them  which  were  twenty-two  feet  long, 
feven  in  height,  and  nine  in  thicknefs,  the 
joints  of  which  were,  neverthelefs,  perfect- 
ly united. 

If  we  reflect  that  the  mofl:  ancient 
'Writers  fpeak  of  thefe  Edifices  in  the  fame 
manner  as  we  do  at  prefent,  at  what  period 
of  Time  can  we  date  the  ConftruCtion  of 
feveral  great  Pyramids,  weft  of  thofe  at 
Gifa,  a few  Layers  of  which  only  re- 
main ? 

I flaall  fay  nothing  of  the  fmall  Tombs, 
which  are  fcarcely  to  be  perceived  ; but  I 
cannot  take  leave  of  thefe  Monuments, 
without  mentioning  a ftrange  Deception 
in  their  appearance  at  different  Diftances  ; 
it  may  ferve  to  give  fomc  idea  of  the 
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height  of  thefe  Mafles,  which  is  not  to  be 
conveyed  by  any  Com  pari  fon. 

I have  already  faid  that  I fet  out,  at 
Midnight,  from  Gifa,  with  the  Arabs, 
who  were  to  condu(5l  me  to  the  Pyramids. 
We  directed  our  route  by  keeping  thefe 
prodigious  Edifices,  which  feemed  like  fo 
many  mountains,  continually  in  view. 
Being  arrived  at  a Village,  which  had  hid 
them  a moment  from  our  fight,  they  re- 
appeared, on  leaving  it,  fo  large  and  fo  near 
that  I thought  I could  touch  them.  I 
was  even  defirous  to  alight,  but  the  Guides 
afiured  me  they  were  ftill  a full  League  off. 
In  fa6l,  we  continued  to  ride  on,  near 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  Pyramids  feemed  fo  much  lef- 
fened,  that  1 alighted  from  my  horfe,  a 
hundred  paces  from  the  firft,  as  much  fur- 
prifed  to  find  it  no  higher  as  I had  been 
before  at  its  enormous  fize.  But  I prefent- 
ly  found  it  magnified  a^ain  on  my  nearer 
approach  ; and  thefe  Contrarieties,  in  its 
Appearance,  made  me  curious  to  difcover 
the  Caufe.  For  this  purpofe,  I removed 
to  the  dillance  of  fix  hundred  paces  from 

;he 
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the  Pyramid,  along  the  Plane  horizontal’ 
to  its  Bafe  ; I then  turned  about,  and,  this 
point  of  View  giving  me  its  greateft  appa- 
rent Elevation,  I remarked  that,  at  this  Pit- 
tance, its  perpendicular  height  filled  the  An- 
gle of  the  vifual  Rays  in  fwch  a manner  that, 
on  a nearer  approach,  this  fame  Angle, 
which  I lhall  compare  to  the  two  legs 
of  a Compafs,  could  only  embrace  a part 
of  the  Objeft,  and  that  at  the  diftance  of 
a hundred  paces  I could  fcarcely  difeover  a 
third  : to  which  the  fenfation  I experienced 
muft  be  attributed. 

It  follows,  from  this  Obfervation,  that 
. çaeh  Elevation,  which  exceeds  the  Chord  of 
the  two  vifual  Rays,  appears  greater,  and 
each  which  does  not  hll  them  lefs,  than  it 
really  is.  This  Principle  might  be  ufe- 
fully  applied  to  public  Buildings,  if  the 
beft  point  of  fight  were  to  regulate  their 

Proportions  ( q)*  ^ 

(^)  The  Colonade  of  the  Louvre  has  apparently 
increafed  in  Size  fmee  the  pulling  down  of  the  Houf^s, 
which  forced  us  to  view  it  too  near.  It  would  cer-» 
Winly  have  thç  beft  effea  if  it  could  be  feen  on  a line 
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Though  the  bufinefs  I had  to  tranfaâ: 
did  not  permit  me  to  vifit  the  Plain  of 
Mummies,  I yet  procured  certain  informa- 
tion that  the  Sands,  which  cover  it,  pre^* 
ferve  their  property  of  drying  dead  Bodies. 
The  Rock  beneath  ferved,  at  the  fame 

time,  as  the  burial-place  of  Luxury. 

'May  we  not  conclude  that  this  Plain, 
which  cannot  be  overflowed,  and,  on  that 
account,  is  as  ufelefs  to  the  Living  as  fa- 
vourable to  the  Dead,  ferved  for  a Cemetery 
to  the  little  Towns  and  Villages  of  Egypt, 
which  by  their  fltuation  might  ufe  it  for 
that  Purpofe  ? 

The  People  of  the  Country  aflhred  me 
that  the  funeral  Monuments  in  the  Thebais 
are  innumerable,  and  furpafs,  in  magitifi- 
ceiice,  thofe  of  Memphis  and  Alexandria. 
They  added  that  there  were  ftill  to  be 

with  St.  Germain  I’Auxerrois,  but  would  lofe  by  being 
fcen  at  a greater  diftance.  For  the  fame'reafon.  La 
Place  de  Louis  XF.  fliould  be  proportionate  to  its  dif- 
tance from  the  Road  to  Verfaillesj  and  we  feel  a re- 
gret, on  feeing  St.  Genevieve,  from  the  Rue  St.  Jaques, 
that  fo  beautiful  a Copy  of  the  Antique  fhould  not  have 
been  proportioned  by  the  boldnefs  of  its  Models. 
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ken  Temples,  with  Columns  of  red  Gra- 
nite, as  large  as  that  of  Pompey  ; and  that 
the  Paintings  within  are  not  lefs  remark- 
able. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  what  the 
higher  Egypt  contains  alfo  amazing  Trea- 
lures,  buried  under  its  Ruins.  It  is  not 
long  fince  a Copt  difcovered  an  Urn,  filled 
with  Gold-medals,  of  which  he  fecretJy 
melted  down  a great  number;  but  an 
Englifhman  had  the  good  fortune  to  pro- 
cure about  a hundred,  fome  of  which  arc 
now  in  the  King  of  France’s  Cabinet, 

We  miifl  not  fuppofe  that  fuch  an  Ex- 
ample, by  exciting  the  Avarice  of  the  In- 
habitants,  can  ever  become  deftru(5tive  of 
thefe  Remains  of  Antiquity  ; the  dread  of 
the  Extortions  which  would  certainly  fol- 
low fuch  Difeoveries  will  always  reftrain 
thofe  who  might  be  inclined  to  attempt 
them. 

Among  the  various  Labours,  by  which 
Ancient  Egypt  has  been  rendered  illuftri- 
ous,  the  Canal  of  communication,  between 
the  Red  Sea  and  the  Mediterranean,  would 
delerve  the  firft  place,  if  the  Efforts  of 

I Genius, 
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Genius,  in  favor  of  public  Utility,  had 
been  feconded  by  fucceeding  Generations, 
for  whofe  ufe  it  was  intended  ; and  if  Un- 
dertakings, which  muft  promote  the  good 
of  Society,  were  as  durable  as  the  Preju- 
dices which  tend  to  its ’Deflru^tion.  Yet 
fuch  is  the  Abridgment  of  all  Hiftoryj 
it  offers  no  other  Pidure  of  every  Nation, 
and  of  every  Age.  Without  thefe  conti- 
nual Devaftations,  Geography  would  have 
governed  the  World  ; the  advantage  of 
Situation  would  have  dictated  immutable 
Laws,  and  the  Canal  of  the  Red  Sea  would 
for  ever  have  been  the  Bafis  of  the  Rights 
of  Nations. 

Ill-founded  Prejudices,  which  will  al- 
ways prevail  over  the  moft  accurate  Obfer- 
vations,  have  caufed  the  exigence  of  this 
Canal  to  be  doubted,  and  even  its  pofîi- 
bility  denied  ; yet  that  there  really  was 
fuch  a Canal  is  attefted  by  Diodorus  Sicu- 
lus ; and,  whatever  we  may  think  of  that 
Author,  we  certainly  have  no  right  to  re- 
jedt  the  Fadts  of  which  he  declares  himfelf 
to  have  been  a Witnefs.  The  account  he 
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gives  of  it,  in  his  Univerfal  Hiftory  frj,  is 
as  follows  : 

“ A Canal  of  communication  has  been 
cut,  which  paffes  from  the  Gulph  of 
**  Pelufum  into  the  Red  Sea.  It  was  be- 
“ gun  by  Necos,  fon  of  Pfametichus, 
“ and  continued  by  Darius,  King  of 
“ Perfia,  but  at  length  laid  ahde  by  the 
“ advice  of  fome  Perfons,  who  alTerted 
> “ it  would  lay  Egypt  under  water,  be- 
**  caufe  the  Land  was  below  the  level  of 
“ the  Red  Sea  ; Ptolemy  the  Second, 
“ however,  finiflied  the  Undertaking,  but 
**  conftruded  in  the  moll  convenient  part 
“ of  the  Canal,  a Dam,  or  Sluice,  inge- 
nioufly  contrived,  which  opened  to  give 
**  PafTage,  and  immediately  clofed  again; 

on  that  account  the  River,  which  dif- 
**  charges  itfelf  into  the  Sea,  near  the 
‘‘  City  of  Arfinoe,  has  received  the  name 
“ of  Ptolemy.” 

It  is  plain,  from  this  PafTage,  that  the 
Sluices  ftill  exifted,  in  the  time  of  Dio- 
dorus. The  Radier  which  fupported  them 

(r)  Died,  Sic.  p.  20.  Edit,  Hen,  Steph,  1559,  T, 

is 


MEMOIRS  OF 

ÎS  flill  to  be  feen  j it  was- difcovçred  near 
Suez,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Canal,  which 
flill  remains,  and  which  might  eafily  be 
rendered  navigable,  without  employing 
Sluices,  or  endangering  Egypt  with  Inun- 
dations fsj. 

Nothing  can  indeed  juftify  the  Fears  of 
the  Engineers  of  Darius,  even  though  they 
had  taken  their  level  when  the  Sea  was 
highefl.  It  is  no  lefs  important  to  know 
that  all  this  part  of  the  Iflhmus  affords  a 
Land  very  favorable  for  fuch  an  Excava- 
tion, through  the  fmall  fpace  of  twelve 
Leagues,  which  feparates  the  Arabian 
Gulph  from  the  Arm  of  the  Nile  which 
approaches  it,  and  afterwards  falls  into  the 
Mediterranean  at  Tineck. 

After  having  furveyed  thefe  Monuments, 
which,  by  their  fize  and  antiquity,  feem 

(s)  Sultan  Muftapha,  who  began  to  make  great 
Improvements,  employed  me  in  fome  Preparations  fôr 
this  important  Bufinefs,  the  fihifliing  of  which  he  in- 
tended after  the  Peace,  when  he  propofed  to  correft 
the  Vices  of  his  Government.  I think  it  probable 
this  Prince  would  even  have  facrificed  his  own  Defpo- 
tifm,  had  he  outlived  the  unfortunate  Accidents  which 
paved  the  way  for  the  ruin  of  the  Empire.  • 
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j rather  to  belong  to  the  whole  World  than 

; Egypt  in  particular,  let  us  examine  the 

I adtual  State  of  this  Kingdom. 

If  we  confider  it  in  relation  to  what 
conftitutes  the  real  Power  of  a State,  the 

) 

Politician  will,  perhaps,  look  with  a 
kind  of  contempt  on  this  great  Metropolis 
of  the  World,  this  Nurfe  of  every  Science 
and  every  Art,  now  become  a Province  of 
the  feebleft  of  all  Empires.  But  the  poli- 
tical Philofopher  will  confider  it  in  a light 
more  worthy  of  his  attention,  fhould  he 
difcover,  in  the  Climate,  Produdlion,  and 
Population  of  Egypt,  the  means  by  which 
it  has  been  rendered  fo  celebrated.  Thofe 
Advantages  which  Ages  cannot  dertroy, 
and  which  have  refifted  the  greateft  Revo- 
lutions, will  appear  to  him  preferable  to 
fuch  as,  like  chymical  Compofitions,  are 
to  be  decompofed  by  the  contrary  Procefs 
to  that  by  which  they  were  produced. 

Such  have  been,  no  doubt,  thofe  King- 
doms, the  memory  of  which  has  been 
preferved  by  Hiftory,  though  Geography 
can  now  fcarcely  point  out  the  Situation  of 
their  Capitals.  We  ihall  perceive  that. 
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in  Egypt,  the  greatefl  Kings  endeavoured 
to  acquire  Fame,  by  Labours  ufeful  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  Country  ; with  thefc 
they  appeafed  that  thirfl  for  Glory  which, 
among  other  Monarchs,  was  perpetually 
produdive  of  Violence  and  Rapine. 

If  fo  prodigious  a Lake  as  that  of  Moe- 
ris  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  formed  by  the 
hands  of  men,  the  utility  of  this  immenfc 
Refervoir  would  be  the  greateif  Monu- 
ment of  the  Beneficence  of  the  Pharaohs  ; 
but  fhould  the  extent  and  depth  of  this 
Lake  leave  fome  doubt,  as  to  its  origin,  none 
can  be  entertained  with  regard  to  that  of 
the  Canals  of  Jofeph,  or  Trajan,  that  of  ' 
Alexandria,  or  thofe  of  Delta  : they  are 
vifibly  the  Work  of  human  Induftry. 

The  facility  with  which  the  Country  is 
watered  leaves  no  part  of  it  uncultivated  ; 
and  the  richnefs  of  the  Soil,  by  multiply- 
ing the  Harveft,  maintains  and  animates 
Population.  There  is  no  Country  to 
be  found  in  which  it  is  more  remarkable 
than  in  Egypt.  Delta,  the  Provinces  of 
the  Eaft  and  Weft,  and  all  thofe  on  each 
Side  of  the  Nile,  quite  up  to  the  Tropic, 
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àre  populous  to  an  amazing  Degree.  I 
have  been  told  that  there  are  more  than 
nine  thoufand  Villages  and  twelve  hundred 
Towns  in  Egypt.  It  is  very  certain  they 
are  fo  near  to  each  other  that,  having  ftopt 
at  Mentoobes,  below  Fooa,  1 reckoned 
forty-two  within  light  ; the  fartheft  of 
which  was  not  two  Leagues  off. 

Wherever  the  Inundation  can  reach 
there  Habitations  are  erected,  on  little 
Hills,  raifed  for  that  purpofe,  which  ferve 
for  the  common  Foundation  of  all  the 
Houles,  which  Hand  .together,  and  which 
are  contrived  to  take  up  as  little  room  as 
poflible,  that  they  may  fave  all  the  Ground 
they  can  for  Cultivation.  This  Precau- 
tion is  necelTary  to  prevent  the  Waters 
walhing  away  the  Walls,  which  are  only 
of  Mud. 

The  Villages  are  always  furrounded  by 
an  infinite  number  of  pointed  Turrets, 
meant  to  invite  thither  the  Pigeons,  in 
order  to  colleél  their  Dung.  Every  Vil- 
lage has,  likewife,  a final  I Wood  of  Palm- 
Trees  near  it,  the  property  of  which  is 
common  : thefe  fupply  the  Inhabitants 
' with 
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\vith  Dates  for  their  Confumption,  and 
Leaves  for  the  fabrication  of  Bafkets,  Mats, 
and  other  things  of  that  kind.  Little 
Caufeways  raifed,  in  like  manner,  above 
the  Inundation,  preferve  a Communication 
during  the  time  it  lafts. 

The  Cities  are  all  fituated  on  the  Nile, 
or  the  great  Canals  ; the  Houfes  in  them 
are  built  of  Brick,  feveral  Tories  high, 
and  in  a Talle  nearly  like  that  in  vogue 
with  us  during  the  reign  of  Francis  the 
FirfI,  The  Palm-Trees,  which  furround 
them,  and  the  VelTels,  which  line  the 
Banks  of  the  River,  add  to  the  Beauty  of 
their  Situation. 

It  is  thus,  by  uniting  Agriculture  with 
Commerce,  that  all  the  Cities  of  Egypt 
continually  invite,  encourage,  and  profit 
by  the  Induflry  which  encircles  them  ; 
but  the  Advantages  which  Cairo  enjoys 
are  not  confined  to  the  Interefls  of  Egypt; 
its  Commerce  embraces  both  the  Hemi- 
fpheres,  and  its  Streets  are  continually 
crowded  with  Camels,  which  bring  the 
Merchandlfes  of  Europe  and  the  Indies, 
and  piled  with  Bales  of  Goods  from  Ma- 
dras 
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dras  and  Marfeilles,  fo  that  Cairo  appears 
to  be  the  centre  of  the  World. 

This  City,  called  by  the  Arabs  Miflir, 
is  fituated  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Nile, 
about  half  a league  from  the  River,  It  is 
adjoining  to  the  Mountains  of  Arabia  : at 
' the  weflern  Angle  of  thefe  Mountains  the 

Caftle  of  Cairo  is  built. Boolac  and 

Old  Cairo  form  the  Suburbs  j and  if, 
when  added  to  the  City,  we  fhall  find 
afiembled  here  not  lefs  than  feven  hun-»  ' 
dred  thoufand  perfons,  we  have  then  ano- 
ther Proof  of  the  great  number  of  Inha- 
bitants in  Egypt  ft J. 

Cairo  contains  feveral  Squares,  fuffici- 
ently  fpacious  to  invite  and  deferve  deco- 
ration j I'uch  as  the  Square  of  Lufbequia, 
that  of  Romelia,  and  that  of  the  Great 
Mofque,  named  Sultan  HalTan  ; but  all 
the  Streets  are  narrow,  ill-contrived,  and  ‘ 

(t)  The  Head  Officer  of  the  Cuftoms  in  Egypt, 
who  may  be  confidered  as  Comptroller  General  of  the 
Kingdom,  aflured  me  that  the  City  of  Cairo,  alone, 
contained  more  than  feven  hundred  thoufand  Inhabi- 
tants, and  I have  only  taken  Boolac  and  Old  Cairo  into 
the  account,  in  order  to  avoid  exaggeratipn. 

Yql.  II.  Part  IV.  E 
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badly  paved  j the  Palaces  themfelves,  vi'hîch 
contain  fuch  great  Wealth,  have  nothing 
in  their  exterior  Appearance  luitable  to  the 
Opulence  of  this  City. 

Enriched  and  occupied  with  the  Com- 
merce of  Egypt  by  the  Nile,  of  Europe 
by  the  Mediterranean,  and  of  Yemen  and 
the  Indies  by  the  Red  Sea,  this  Capital 
fvvallovvs  up,  befides,  all  the  Revenues  of 
the  Great.  Its  Subfiftence,  which  ap- 
pertains alfo  to  its  Commerce,  augments 
its  Riches,  and  the  Luxury  which  follows 
thence  is  encreafed  to  fuch  a degree  that 
Gold  is  efteemed  coinmon  ; nor  can  the 
richeft  Manufactures  of  India  give  fatis- 
faCtion, 

Whatever,  in  another  State,  could  only 
be  the  Effects  of  an  Adminiftration  well 

I 

informed,  and  conftantly  guided  by  the 
inoft  falutary  Principles,  arifes  in  Egypt 
from  the  nature  of  the  Soil.  The  Riches 
of  its  Productions  fatisfy  the  Avidity  of 
its  Tyrants,  and  defend  the  Cultivators 
from  their  Tyranny,  The  Surplus  of  its 
Corn,  become  abfolutely  neceffary  for  Ara- 
bia-Felix,  by  furnifhing  its  Commerce 

with 
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with  new  and  certain  Exchanges,  af- 
fords'its  Activity  the  moft  folid  and  in- 
dependent Bafis.  The  principal  Ports  of 
Egypt  are  Suez  and  Alexandria  j but  it 
is  not  in  thefe  that  we  can  judge  of 
the  importance  of  its  Commerce.  Where 
there  are  no  political  Regulations,  there 
cannot  exift  either  individual  Companies, 
excluhve  Privileges,  or  fubaltern  Mono- 
poly ; Commerce  naturally  finds  its  level  ; 
it  is  feized  on  by  Credit,  the  Cultivator 
is  its  AfTociate,  and  its  Agents  receive 
Wages. 

The  Poverty  of  the  Cities  I have  jufl 
mentioned  may,  without  doubt,  be  re- 
ferred to  this  Principle  y they  are  only  the 
hired  Agents  of  Commerce.  Suez,  efpe- 
cially,  is  remarkable  for  the  Penury  of 
its  Inhabitants.  The  Arabs  have  ufurped 
the  Right  of  becoming  the  Carriers  of 
Commerce,  without  renouncing  that  of 
plundering  the  Merchants,  as  often  as 
Anarchy  promifes  them  Impunity. 

Befides  thé  Corn  Egypt  exchanges  with 
Yemen,  for  the  Coffee  with  which  Europe, 
hut  particularly  Turkey,  is^  fuppliedjf 
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Rice,  Fla?,  Salt  of  Natron,  employed  in 
the  Tanneries,  Sal-ammoniac,  ulefiil  for 
Tin-work,  Senna  and  SafFranum  for  dy- 
in;i,  and  the  molT:  valuable  Gums  and 
Drugs,  are  Objeds  of  Commerce  equally 
important. 

Sugar  is  the  only  article  in  which  the 
Indudry  of  the  Egyptians  is  confined  to 
v\diat  is  neceffary  for  home  Coniumption  ; 
and  the  little  Powder-fugar,  which  is  ex- 
ported to  Conftantinople,  gives  no  great 
idea  of  the  goodnefs  of  that  Commodity, 

^ brought  from  the  higher  Egypt,  and  re- 
fined at  Cairo. 

' Delta,  likewife,  produces  a great  quan- 
tity of  fugar-canes  ; but  they  are  only  cul- 
tivated for  the  Pleafure  of  the  Inhabitants, 
who  ufe  them  in  their  Repafts. 

A more  ufeful  Branch  of  Induftry  is 
that  of  the  Linen  Manufacture , it  is  un- 
der no  Regulations,  and  extends  as  far  as 
the  Cataracts  ; as  does  the  Culture  of  In- 
digo. In  this  burning  Climate,  where  no 
clothing  is  worn  but  a linen  Shirt,  or 
Frock,  which  is  always  dyed  blue,  the 
Surplus  of  this  Manufacture  affords  ano- 
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ther  Article  for  Exportation.  The  Coafts 
of  Syria,  and  the  whole  inland  Country, 
quite  up  to  Damafcus,  are  fupplied  with 
Salt  from  the  Pits  of  the  lower  Egypt. 

It  is  worthy  Obfervation  that  foreign 
Plants,  brought  into  Egypt,  degenerate  to 
fuch  a degree  as  to  be  incapable  of  Re- 
produâiion.  This  is  the  Cafe  with  Indigo  ; 
and,  what  is  not  lefs  remarkable  is  that, 
the  Fields  of  Indigo,  which  are  every  Year 
fbwn  with  frelh  Seed,  brought  from  Syria, 
furnifh  the  Egyptians  with  a very  fine  Dye, 
though  this  fame  Plant  is  of  much  inferior 
Quality  in  its  original  Soil. 

It  is  plain,  from  this  Remark,  that  the 
Indigo  of  Syria  fliould  be  tranfplanted, 
but  that  the  richnefs  of  the  Soil,  and  heat 
of  the  Sun,  in  Egypt,  make  that  Country 
a kind  of  Hot-houfe,  which  damages  the 
Quality  of  the  Seed. 

To  this  fertility,  and  richnefs  of  the 
Productions  of  Egypt,  muft  be  added  a 
moft  falubrious  Air.  We  fhall  be  more 
particularly  ftruck  with  this  Advantage, 
when  we  confider  that  Rofetta,  Damietta, 
and  Manfoora,  which  are  encompafled  with 
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Rice-grounds,  are  much  celebrated  for 
the  healthinefs  of  their  Neighbourhood  i 
and  that  Egypt  is>  perhaps,  the  only 
Country  "in  the  World  where  this  kind  of 
Culture*  which  requires  ftagnant  Waters* 
is  not  unwholefome.  Riches  are  not  there 
dedrudtive  to  the  Lives  of  Men. 

The  Refearches.  I have  carefully  made, 
concerning  the  Plague,  which  I once 
believed  to  originate  in  Egypt,  have  con- 
vinced me,  that  it  would  not  be  fo 
much  as  known  there,  were  not  the  Seeds 
of  it  conveyed  thither  by  the  commercial 
Intercourfe  between  Conftantinople  and 
Alexandria.  It  is  in  this  laft  City  that  it 
always  begins  to  appear  ; it  but  rarely 
reaches  Cairo,  though  no  Precaution  is 
taken  to  prevent  it  ; and  when  it  does, 
it  is  prefently  extirpated  by  the  Heats, 
and  prevented  from  arriving  as  far  as  the 
Saide.  It  is  likewife  well  known  that  the 
penetrating  Dews,  which  fall  in  Egypt 
about  Midfummer,  deftroy,  even  in  Alex- 
andria, all  remains  of  this  Diftemper. 

It  is  only  upon  the  Shores  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, to  the  Diftance  of  ten  Leagues, 

within 
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within  Land,  that  Rain  is  known  in  Egypt; 
very  rarely  does  it  extend  farther.  At 
Cairo  they  have  hardly  two  hours  gen- 
tle Rain  in  a whole  Year.  The  noife  of 
Thunder  is  never  heard,  and  Storms,  no 
where  frequent  in  Egypt,  always  difcharge 
their  Fury  on  the  Deferts  of  Lybia  and 
Arabia,  where  there  is  nothing  to  deftroy. 
Thus,  every  thing  concurs  to  confer  on 
Egypt  the  moft  precious  Gifts  of  Nature. 
Birds,  of  every  kind,  and  of  the  moft  rare 
Species,  feem  to  haften  thither  in  Flocks, 
to  enjoy  the  Beauties  of  the  Country,  and 
add  their  various  Melody  to  the  Gaiety  of 
its  Inhabitants. 

The  Nile  offers  a moft  interefting  Pic- 
ture' of  this  kind.  The  Banks  of  this  Ri- 
ver, as  well  as  thofe  of  all  the  Canal?,  are 
crowded  with  vaft  numbers  of  Pcafants^ 
continually  employed  in  watering  the 
Country,  either  by  their  own  Labour  or 
the  management  of  thofe  Animals  which 
relieve  it.  An  infinite  number  of  Draw- 
wells,  worked  with  a Wheel,  are  contrived 
for  this  purpofe  ; the  Waters,  which  are 
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£aifed,  are  poured  into  a Channel,  and 
diftributed  among  the  Grounds,  at  a dif- 
tance  from  the  River,  by  various  Canals, 
which  the  Induftry  and  Activity  of  the 
Cultivator  prepare,  with  Intelligence  and 
Oeconortiy.  Women,  occupied  with  the 
care  of  their  Families,  are  feen  carrying 
home  Water*  in  Jars  upon  their  heads  ; 
others  walh  their  Linen,  bleach  that 
which  is  newly  made,  fpread  it  out,  and 
give  themfelves  up  to  that  Chearfulnefs 
and  Gaiety  fo  natural  to  them,  on  every 
occafion  j making  the  Air  refound,  ' with 
their  thrill  voices,  the  ululatus  of  the  Ro-- 
mans.  The  Barges,  which  pafs  from  one 
City  to  another,  the  Boats  employed  in 
the  Conveyance  of  Commodities,  and  the 
Navigation  which  Commerce  maintains* 
add  to  the  variety  and  motion  of  the 
Scene. 

This  Navigation  is  principally  remark- 
able for  the  agility  of  the  Watermen,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  convey  the  Pot- 
tery-ware, made  in  the  higher  Egypt.  It 
will  be  necelfary,  before  this  is  explained, 
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lo  obferve  that  the  earthen  Pans,  ‘made 
to  preferve  Water,  ought  to  be  the  big- 
ger, the  farther  thofe  for  whofe  ufe  they 
are  intended  dwell  from  the  River  j and, 
as  the  Inhabitants  of  the  lower  Egypt  re- 
fide  at  the  greater  diftance,  the  Potters, 
who  dwell  in  the  higher,  contrive,  ac- 
cordingly, the  Raft  by  which  they  con- 
vey their  Wares.  The  largeft  Jars,  faften- 
ed  by  their  Handles,  form  the  firil  Row 
of  the  Raft  ; the  middle  lized  are  placed 
next,  and  the  le^ift  uppermoft  ; the  Pro- 
prietor contrives  for  himfelf  a convenient 
Station,  and,  furniflied  with  a long, Pole; 
commits  himlelf  to  the  Courfe  of  the 
Waters,  without  fearing  running  aground 
on  a foft  Clay,  which  can  do  no  damage. 
Thus  he  arrives  at  Delta,  and'  -foon  gets 
rid  of  his  Pile  of  Pottery,  hÿ"^  the  fuc- 
ceffive  fale  of  all  the  Materials  of  which 
it  is  compofed. 

The  Egyptians,  naturally  mild  and 
timid,  are  aUb  fprightly  and  intemperate. 
All  their  Adions  partake  of  this  Charac- 
ter; they  are  terrified  by  the  lead  Ac- 
cident, and  familiarized  by  the  fmallefl: 

Encou- 
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Encouragement.  The  tafte  of  this  Peo- 
ple, for  Dancing,  has  introduced  into 
Egypt  feniale  Dancers,  who  have  neither 
Modefty  nor  Referve,  and  only  pleafe  by 
the  contrary  Extravagance. 

The  Egyptians,  were  it  not  for  the 
brownnefs  of  their  tanned  Skins,  would 
certainly  have  a fine  Complexion.  Their 
Perfons  are  genteel  and  well  fhaped.  Both 
the  Men  and  Women  fwim  like  Fifh. 
Their  Clothing  is  only  a blue  Shirt, 
which  but  indifferently  conceals  the  Pu- 
dency of  the  Women  ; the  Men  gird  it 
round  them,  for  convenience,  while  they 
labour;  the  Children  always  go  naked; 
and  I have  feen  Girls,  eighteen  years  old, 
flill  Children,  in  that  refpedl. 

Mahometanifm  is  the  principal  Religion 
of  the  Egyptians  ; but  they  have  added  to 
it  an  infinity  of  Ceremonies,  derived  more 
from  their  own  love  of  Shew  than  the 
Precepts  of  the  Prophet.  Fraternities 
of  Penitents,  nodlurnal  Proceffions  with 
Wax-candles,  Veftments  proper  for  that 
kind  of  Devotion,  chantings  and  mourn- 
ings at  Interments,  and  the  Epulum  fe- 
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taie  (u)^  are  (o  many  Praâ-ices  which  be- 
long more  to  the  Superftition  of  their 
Anceftors,  than  the  new  Law  they  have 
received. 

The  Egyptians,  notwithftanding,  have 
lefs  Ferocity  in  their  Prejudices  than  the 
Turks,  who  have  lefs  Superftition  ; ' the 
rcafon  of  which  is  that  thefe  latter  are 
proud,  while  the  Egyptians  are  only  weak. 
We  may  perceive  that  the  Pomp,  which 
attends  their  Ceremonies,  is  more  regard- 
ed by  them  than  the  Thing  hgnified  j and 
that  their  Gaiety  and  Licentioufnefs-  have 
more  part  in  the  Pilgrimages,  they  under- 
take, than  the  Saint  to  whofe  honour  they 
aflemble. 

The  mod:  revered  of  thefe  are  the  Irnan 
Chafi,  at  Cairo,  and  the  Iman  of  Tinta; 
a City  fituated  in  the  center  of  Delta.  This 
lad:  Saint  is  called  Sayd,  Achrnet,  and  Be- 

(u)  The  Fcftival  for  the  Dead,  pracliled  by  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  but  rejected  by  the  Mahome- 
tans. This  Cuftom  is  ftill  preferved  in  Faypt,  where 
the  Khalif  Omar,  no  doubt,  thought  pn  p r to  yield 
to  Super{lition,  in  order  more  certalnJy  to  go'/een  the 
Superiiitious» 

dou/ 
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douit.  In  the  month  of  July,  more  than 
two  hundred  thoufand  Perfons,  from  the 
higher  and  lower  Egypt,  throng  to  this 
Tomb.  Commerce,  which  turns  every 
thing  to  its  Advantage,  has  eftablifhed 
near  it  a conhderable  Fair,  where  Dan- 
cers and  Mountebanks  are  found,  in 
plenty,  during  the  time  it  lads.  Tinta 
then  contains  every  thing  which  can  con- 
tribute to  the  Amufement  of  the  Pil- 
grims ; and  the  Shek  of  the  Mofque  of 
Sayd,  Achmet,  and  Bedouit,  gathers  an 
ample  Harveft,  by,  at  once,  making  his 
advantage' of  the  Devotion  of  fome,  and  the 
love  of  Pleafure  of  a great  many  others. 
Each  City  of  Egypt  has,  likewife,  its 
Saint,  its  Proceffions,  and  its  Diverfions, 
which  are  frequented  by  thofe  of  the 
Environs,  and  authorized  by  the  Govern- 
ment. It  will  be  perceived  that  the  Saint 
of  the  Capital  enjoys  his  Privileges  as  a 
Metropolitan,  and  that  his  Tomb  is  never 
without  Cuflom.  But  the  Devotion  of 
the  Women,  more  fervent  in  every  Coun- 
try than  that  of  the  Men,  is  not  confined, 
in  Egypt,  to  the  Invocation  of  the  Dead; 
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and  as  Knaves  are  always  encouraged  by 
Dupes,  there  are  to  be  found,  at  Cairo, 
many  Saints  in  perfedl  health,  to  whom 
they  prefer  paying  their  Addrefles. 

Thefe  predeftinated  Perfons  take  their 
flation  at  the  Door,  or  in  the  Court  of  the 
Mofques;  where,  extended  on  a ragged 
/Mat,  they  feem  loft  in  Ecftafy,  and  in 
pofleftion  of  the  Joys  of  Paradife,  while 
this  appearance  of  Beatitude  infpires  Ve- 
neration. Others,  to  give  themfelves 
more  Importance,  walk,  gravely,  through 
the  Street,  only  covered  with  a long  white 
woollen  Tunic.  They  preach  up  a Con- 
tempt for  Riches,  of  which  they  infolently 
demand  a ftiare,  and  prophefy  continually 
the  end  of  the  World. 

One  of  thefe  Egyptian  Saints  afforded 
a proof  that  the  habit  of  deceiving  others 
may,  at  laft,  lead  us  to  deceive  ourfelves. 
This  Impoftor  had  worked  himfelf  up  to 
fuch  a pitch  of  Enthufiafm  as  to  declare, 
to  the  People,  that,  on  fuch  a certain 
day,  and  hour,  he  would  crofs  the  Nile, 
ftanding  upright  on  his  Mat,  only  by  pro- 
nouncing the  name  of  God.  Great  num- 
bers 
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bers  aflembled  on  the  Banks  of  the  River. 
The  Saint  prefently  funk  to  the  Bottom, 
and  his  Foolilh  followers,  for  fear  of  in- 
terrupting him  in  working  his  Miracle, 
fuffered  him  to  be  drowned  without  any 
Affiftance. 

Humanity,  though  degraded,  in  Egypt, 
by  thefe  pious  Abfurdities,  is,  at  the  fame 
time,  honoured  by  an  unlimiced  Founda- 
tion in  favour  of  the  Blind;  and  it  is  on 
fo  enlarged  a Plan  that  all  the  Blind  in 
Egypt  are  affembled  at  Cairo.  This-  has 
given  birth  to  the  Opinion  that  this  Cli- 
mate occ?  fions  Blindnefs. 

They  reckon  about  four  thoufand,  main- 
tained by  the  Mofque  of  Sultan  HalTan  ; 
and  perhaps  this  number  does  not  exceed 
that  of  other  Countries,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  the  Inhabitants.  It  muft, 
however,  be  allowed  that,  in  Egypt,  the 
clafs  of  Individuals  who  are  accudomed 
to  lie  in  the  Streets,  or  on  the  Terraces 
of  Houfes,  are  particularly  fubjedt  to  this 
A'lisfortune.  A cold  Dew,  which  falls 
during  the  Night,  makes  the  Eye-lids 
tender,  and  difpoies  them  to  ulcerate  with 
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i the  heat  of  the  Day.  But  the  Sight  of 
I thofe  who  lie  under  cover  does  not  fufFer 
fo  much  as  it  would  by  intemperance  in 
other  Climates. 

After  having  confidered  the  Monuments 
of  Egypt,  the  Serenity  of  its  Sky,  its  Po- 
pulation, the  Induftry  of  its  Inhabitants, 
and  the  Riches  of  its  Productions,  nothing 
remains  but  to  caft  an  Eye  of  Contempt 
on  its  Government. 

Georgian  Children,  brought  and  fold 
in  Egypt,  replace  thofe  who  die  out  of 
ten  or  twelve  thoufand  Mamalukes.  This 
fmall  number  furnilhes  the  Beys,  their 
Tyrants,  the  fubaltern  Officers,  more  cruel 
than  their  Mailers,  and  the  Troops,  who 
execute  and  aggravate  their  barbarous 
Orders. 

From  an  Examination  of  the  Canons, 
or  Code,  of  Sultan  Selim,  it  may  be  pre- 
fumed that  Prince  rather  capitulated  with, 
the  Mamalukes  than  obtained  a complete 
Conquell  of  Egypt.  It  is  plain  that  he 
left  the  Government  of  the  Kingdom  to 
the  four-and-twenty  Beys,  and  only  en- 
deavoured to  balance  their  Authority  by 
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that  of  a Pacha,  whom  he  appointed  Go- 
vernor-General and  Prefidentof  the  Coun- 
cil. This  Power  fubflfted  as  long  as  the 
Porte  could  afford  affiflance  to  its  Officers  ; 
but  the  decay  of  its  Strength  foon  obliged 
it  to  endeavour,  by  dividing  the  Beys,  to 
maintain  itfelf  againft  their  Encroach- 
ments. Thus,  by  always  taking  part  with 
the  weakefl  fide,  the  Turks  have  con- 
tinually created  themfelves  new  Enemies  ; 
and  thefe  frequent  Errors  have  reduced  the 
word  Pacha  to  a mere  Title,  to  which  the 
Mamalukes  fometimes  pay  homage,  but 
always  keep  him,  by  whom  it  is  pofTefTed, 
in  clofe  Confinement. 

The  celebrated  Ali-Bey  contributed 
moil:  to  this  Anarchy.  île  had  conceived 
the  Delign  of  rendering  himfelf  Indepen- 
dent ; for  which  Purpofe,  as  foon  as  he 
arrived  at  fufficient  Power,  he  had  driven 
away,  or  caufed  to  be  afTaffinated,  all  the 
Beys  whom  he  thought  capable  of  oppo- 
fition  ; and  forced  the  Pacha  to  confer  the 
vacant  Dignities  on  his  own  Slaves.  He 
imagined,  likewife,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  govern  Egypt  peaceably,  except  by 
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eftablifliîng  Shek-Taher  over  Syria,  Da- 
mafcus,  and  ail  the  Country  as  far  as 
Gaza,  which  he  referved  for  himfelf. 

He  was  defirous,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
procure  Independence  for  the  JDrufes  and 
the  Mttiualis,  in  order  to  make  them  his 
Allies  5 and,  after  having  raifed  this  impe- 
netrable Wall  againft  the  Ottoman  Power, 
he  fuppofed  he  fhould  be  able  to  place  the 
Crown  of  Egypt  on  his  own  head. 

Neverthelefs,  one  of  his  Slaves,  whom 
he  had  advanced  to  the  Dignity  of  Bey, 
dared  to  believe  himfelf  his  Equal  5 and 
alTuming  the  Malk  of  Fidelity,  of  which, 
however,  the  Porte  was  not  the  Dupe, 
Mahamout  Bey.  attacked  his  Maftér,  and 
was  fuccefsful.  But  he,  lefs  intelligent, 
though  dehrous  of  following  his  Prede- 
celTor’s  fteps,  haftened  to  fubdue  Shek- 
Taher,  in  order  to  re-unite  Syria  to 
Egypt  (H). 

His  Ingratitude  had  efcaped  unpunidi- 
ed,  but  not  fo  his  political  Error.  He 
loll  his  life  at  the  Siege  of  Acre;  and 
Murad  Bey,  who  endeavoured  to  fucceed 
him,  was  only  the  Tyrant  of  a Moment, 
VoL.  II.  Part  IV,  F whom 
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whom  the  laft  Revolution  deftroyed,  to 
leave  Ifmael  Bey  a Government,  which  has 
already  been  oppofed,  and  has  not  yet  taken 
any  fettled  Form. 

The  Quarrels,  in  which  the  Mamalukes 
fo  frequently  arm,  refemble  more  the  Tu- 
mult of  an  Aflaffination  than  a declared  War; 
The  diiTenfion  of  the  Tyrants  only  affords 
Amufement  to  the  common  People  ; they 
are  unconcerned  Spectators,  indifferent  as 
to  the  Succefs  of  either  Party,  and,  equally 
without  Regret  and  without  Hope,  in- 
terrupt none  of  their  Operations. 

If  the  indifference  of  the  People  to  thefc 
Events,  which  happen  fo  frequently,  be  fur- 
prifing»  when  we  confider  with  how  much 
Eafe  they  might  rid  themfelves  of  their 
Tyrants,  the  tranquillity  of  the  latter  is  no 
lefs  fo  ; for  they  have  no  real  Power  with 
which  to  mafler  the  Multitude  : the  Ma- 
malukes feem  to  difpute  the  Pofîeffion  of 
Egypt  like'fo  many  Banditti,  at  variance 
about  the  Divifion  of  a Booty-. 

Each  Bey  is  the  Governor  of  a Pro- 
vince, and  appoints,  for  each  DiftriCl,  a 
kiacheff>  or  kind  of  Sub-Governor. 

Thefe 
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.Thefe  fubaltern  OpprefTors,  inverted  with 
a Dignity  which  paves  the  way  for  their 
becoming  Beys,  attach  to  themfelves  the 
Marnalukes  that  are  out  of  Employment  ; 
and  all  the  Cities  or  Villages  of  Egypt, 
referved  for  the  Beys,  or  dirtributed  by 
them  to  their  Creatures,  are  fubjeét  to  a 
territorial  Tribute.  The  Cultivator  holds 
them  at  the  'will  of  the  Marter,  impofed 
on  them  by  the  ruling  Party.  All  thefe" 
Marnalukes,  fcattered  through  Egypt,  are 
drawn  to  the  Capital,  on  every  Revolu- 
tion j yet  fuch  DilTenlions,  by  rertoring 
; Liberty  to  the  Inhabitants,  have  never  in- 
; fpired  them  with  the  idea  of  preferving 
i it  : nor  has  it  ever  entered  the  Imagina- 
i tion  of  their  Tyrants,  that  while  they 
i are  quarrelling  at  the  Gate  it  might  eahly 
! be  /hut  againrt  them. 

All  the  Beys  refide  in  Cairo,  and  their 
j Slaves  compofe  their  whole  Force;  there 
! they  make  preparation,  by  their  Intrigues, 

I for  the  projeded  Revolutions.  When 
i their  Schemes  are  ripe  for  execution,  the 
il  JCiacheffs,  their  Creatures,  haften,  with 
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the  Mamalukes,  to  join  their  Mafters,  or 
betray  them,  by  going  over  to  the  op- 
pofite  Party,  if  more  to  their  Advantage. 
What  can  be  expected  from  the  union  of 
thefe  Forces,  without  Difeipline,  or  con- 
cern for  Public-good  ? The  defire  of  Gain, 
which  brought  them  together,  difperfes 
them  the  moment  their  Interefl  points  a 
contrary  way. 

The  Caftle  of  Cairo,  which  fcarcely 
deferves  fuch  a name,  is  commonly  the 
place  where  thefe  Difputes  commence  ; 
and  it  is  to  procure  the  polTcffion  of  it 
that  both  Parties  endeavour  to  gain  over 
the  Mamalukes,  who  command  in  it,  to 
their  lide.  The  conqueft  of  the  City  is  the 
principal,  or  rather  the  foie  Objed:.  That 
of  the  whole  lower  Egypt  muft  neceflarily 
follow,  becaufe  no  one  difputes  it  j and  the 
fituation  of  Cairo,  on  the  Nile,  governs 
the  Commerce  of  Provifions,  the  only 
concern  of  the  Cultivator.  But  this  City 
depends,  in  its  turn,  on  Delta,  and  the 
higher  Egypt,  from  whence  it  derives  its 
Subfiftence.  The  Saide  is,  therefore,  the 
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only  Refource  of  the  Fugitives,  whither 
they  retire,  to  interrupt  the  Navigation  of 
the  River,  and  ftarve  the  Capital. 

Troops,  detached  by  the  victorious  Par- 
ty, purfue,  thither,  the  conquered  Beys, 
who  only  obtain  Pardon,  by  reducing 
their  Attendants  to  two  or  three  Mama- 
lukes,  and  refiding  at  a great  Diltance, 
while  their  Partifans  fuccefsfully  nego- 
ciate  their  return  to  Cairo,  to  rejoin  the 
ruling  Party. 

During  this  War  againft  the  Fugitives, 
the  Shek-Amman,  who  commands  the 
Arabs  in  the  higher  Egypt,  becomes  a 
Peribn  of  importance  ; his  afliftance  is 
courted  by  both  Parties  ; but  the  Arabs 
of  Lybia  and  Arabia  Petrea,  lefs  ufeful, 
lefs  accommodating,  and  lefs  folicited, 
pillage  all  Parties.  Delta,  alone,  fur* 
rounded  by  the  River,  is  preferved  from 
their  Rapine,  and  the  fugitive  Mama- 
lukes  efcape  from  them  with  difficulty  j 
the  Diforder  is  general,  till  a new  diflribu- 
tionof  Governments,  DiftriCls,  and  Villages, 
by  re-eftabliffiing  the  old  Forms,  fubjeCts 
Egypt  to  new  Tyrants. 
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An  account  of  the  Revolution  of  which 
I was  a Witnefs  will  confirm  the  Idea  I 
have  given  of  the  Mamulukes.  After  the 
death  of  Mahamout  Bey,  of  whom  I have 
fpoken  above,  the  Beys  of  Egypt  divided 
into  two  Parties,  prepared,  in  filence,  the 
means  of  each  others  Deftruélion.  Murad, 
infpired  by  the  fame  Ambition  which  had 
pofleffed  his  old'  Mafier,  had  formed  a con- 
junction with  Ibrahim,  Shek-Elbelet,  and 
fome  Beys  of  lefs  Confequence.  Thefe 
exercifed  their  Tyranny  undifturbed,  while 
Ifmael,  Juffuf,  and  fome  other  Beys, 
watched  their  opportunity  to  fejze  on  the 
Government. 

Ifmael- Aga,  a man  of  abilities,  crafty, 
diflimulating,  and  perfidious,  feemingly 
attached  to  Murad  Bey,  governed  in  his 
name,  and  was  guilty  of  a variety  of  Op- 
prefiions  and  Extortions,  of  which  many 
Turkilli  and  Coptic  Merchants  were  the 
Victims.  Murad,  on  his  return  from  the 
Sharkia,  where  he  had  been  to  harafs  the 
Arabs,  learnt  that  one  of  his  Domeflics 
had  been  baftinadoed  by  Soliman-Kiacheff, 
a Dependent  of  Juffuf  Bey.  He  therefore 

fent 


baron  de  TOT  T. 


87 


Lj  fent  for  this  KiachefF,  and  caufed  the  cor- 
ij  recflion  to  be  repaid  with  Ufury.  JufTuf 
' fo  well  diflembled  his  Anger,  at  this  Af- 
front, that  Murad  believed  he  might  do 
as  he  plealed  with  Impunity.  He  had 
even  been  received,  on  his  return  to  Cairo, 
with  a kind  of  Triumph  ; and  both  he 
and  Ibrahim  imagined  themfelves  in  com- 
plete fecurity,  when,  on  the  i8th  of  July, 
Ifmael,  JufFuf,  and  all  the  Beys. of  their 
Party,  with  their  Mamalukes,  falliedoutof 
the  City,  to  gain  the  command  of  the  Nile, 
by  leizing  on  old  Cairo,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  fummoned  the  Shek-Elbelet  and 
Murad  to  fubmit  voluntarily,  threatening 
other  wife  to  oblige  them  to  it  by  Farnine, 
or  force  of  Arms, 

So  fudden  an  Infurredion  did  not  give 
time  to  the  oppofite  Party  to  affemble  their 
Mamalukes  j the  only  Refource  left  was 
to  poffefs  themfelves  of  the  Caftle  of  Cairo, 
the  Officers  of  which'  are  always  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  ruling  Party,  Murad 
^nd  Ibrahim,  .being  infujted  daily,  an,d 
Ihut  up  in  the  Caftle,  by  the  Troops 
frorn  without,  tried,  in  vain,  the  power 
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of  the  Firmans  fxj  of  the  Pacha,  whom 
they  kept  Prifoner,  but  who,  probably, 
did  not  delire  to  extricate  them  from  their 
Embarafsment. 

What  mod;  didrelTed  Murad  was  that 
Ifmael-Aga,  who  was  his  right-hand, 
and  whom  wc  have  before  mentioned, 
inftead  of  coming  to  the  Caftle,  to  join  his 
Mafter,  went  over  to  the  oppodte  Party, 
with  more  than  eight  hundred  thoufand 
Sequins,  with  which  he  was  entruded. 
This  Treachery  prefently  obliged  Murad 
and  Ibrahim  to  fly  into  the  upper  Egypt 
with  but  few  Attendants. 

They  took  pofleflion  of  Minies,  The 
Traitor,  Ifmael,  was  advanced  to  the  Dig- 
nity of  Bey,  as  was  Soliman-Kiacheff,  and 
the  houfe  of  Murad  bellowed  on  the  lat- 
ter, as  an  indemnification  for  the  Badi- 
nado  he  had  received  a Fortnight  before. 
Peace  was  proclaimed,  at  the  fame  time  j 
and  Jufluf  Bey,  too  much  blinded  by  his 
Pride  to  perceive  that  he  had  only  been 

(at)  An  Order,  in  form  of  an  Edi6f,  which  the 
Pachas  of  three  Tails,  ftiled  Vifirs  of  the  Bench,  iflue 
in  the  iiame  :Of  the  Grand  Seignior. 
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made  ufe  of  as  a Tool  to  bring  about  this 
Revolution,  difcovered,  too  foon,  his  in- 
tentions to  raife  himfelf  above  his  Com- 
panions. The  two  Ifmaels  were  not  long 
before  they  puniflied  him,  for  having  fo 
much  under-rated  their  Abilities  : they 
aflaflinated  him  in  his  own  houfej  his 
Partifans  underwent  the  fame  fate;  and 
the  new  Bey,  Soliman,  was  deprived  of 
his  Dignity.  But  thefe  Events  did  not 
promife  a durable  Peace  ; and  it  was  to  be 
prefumed  that  the  Tyrants  would  not  re- 
main long  united,  after  the  DeRrudtion  of 
the  Fugitives. 

I fhall  not  take  my  leave  of  Egypt, 
without  prefenting  Hiftorians  and  Geo- 
graphers with  an  obfervation,  without 
which  the  Sieur  de  Joinville’s  Relation  of 
the  landing  of  St,  Louis,  at  Damietta, 
will  be  unintelligible. 

This  Eye-witnefs  informs  us  that  the 
Fleet  of  that  King,  having  failed  from 
Cyprus,  was  foon  after  difperfed,  but  af- 
fembled  again  at  Damietta,  where  Louis 
landed  on  an  Bland,  which  communicated 
with  the  City  by  a Bridge. 
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It  is  plain,  from  this  Defcription,  that 
the  Nile,  falling,  then  into  the  Sea, 
in  a line  at  right  Angles  with  the  Coaft, 
had  a fmall  Arm,  which,  ftretching  to- 
wards the  Eaft,  formed  an  Ifland,  op- 
polite  Damietta.  But  this  Branch  having 
lince  become  the  Bed  of  the  River,  and 
the  old  Channel  being  filled  up  with  Earth, 
and  united  to  Delta,  Geographers,  now, 
only  find  a projed:ion  of  Land,  interven- 
ing between  the  Sea  and  the  City. 

The  Hiftorian  will  likewife  perceive 
that,  if  this  Alteration  had  preceded  the 
Arrival  of  the  Crufades,  their  Situation 
would  have  been  lefs  embarrafling.  The 
Ifland  of  Delta  would  have  plentifully 
fupplied  them  with  Provi fions,  and  af- 
forded them  a Pofition  impenetrable  to 
the  Cavalry  of  the  Mamalukcs,  with  every 
Advantage  to  reduce  them.  Whereas,  it 
was  on  the  oppofite  Shore  that  Louis  ex- 
pofed  his  Army  to  the  want  of  Subfift- 
ence,  by  affording  the  Sultan  an  Opportu- 
nity to  unite  againfl;  him  all  his  Forces. 

The  Sieur  de  Joinville  fpeaks  of  the 
Tanis,  one  of  the  Canals  of  the  Sharkia, 
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I as  an  Arm  of  the  Nile,  and  feems  not  to 
i know  the  projed:ion  of  the  Ifland  of  Delta 
I which  feparates  them. 

I lhall  likewife  obferve,  for  the  Natu- 
ral Philofopher,  that  Fort  St.-  Louis, 
built  at  the  point  of  the  projedlion  of 
Land  which  ’ formerly  was  the  Ifland 
where  he  difembarked,  is  fl:ill  wafhed  by 
the  Waters  of  the  Sea.  If  we  confider  that 
the  Time  when  it  was  built  mufl:,  ne- 
ceflârily,  correfpond  with  the  Exiflence  of 
the  Port  of  Frejus,  where  the  King 

embarked,  when  he  fet  out  on  his  Ex- 

« 

pedition  to  Egypt,  we  mufl:  conclude, 
that  Sea-Sand,  driven  thither,  could  alone 
have  filled  up  this  Harbour,  and  thrown  ' 
back  its  fituation  to  the  diftance  it  is  at 
prefent  from  the  Water;  fince  Fort  St. 
Louis  proves  the  Level  of  the  Sea  to  have 
undergone  no  fenfible  alteration  fince  that 
Time. 

After  having  re-embarked  at  Alexandria, 
our  Frigate  coaflied  along  Egypt,  avoiding 
the  rocky  Shore  which  renders  it  inaccef- 
fible,  as  far  as  Damietta,  the  Road  of 
which  we  crofTed^  and  continued  our 
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courfe  to  JafF,  where  there  is  a Harbour 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  fhelter  a few  fmall 
VefTels.  We  anchored  in  the  Road,  about 
two  Leagues  from  the  Shore. 

From  JafF  I was  to  proceed  to  Rames  ; 
and  I journeyed,  on  Horfeback,  to  this 
City  of  Paleftine,  whither  the  Agent  of  the 
Holy  Land  came  from  Jerufalem  to  meet 
me.  This  Recoiled  Friar  had,  for  his 
Attendants  and  Efcort,  the  four  Arabian 
Chiefs  of  the  Mountain.  So  great  had 
been  the  influence  of  his  Money  that,  on 
the  arrival  of  my  Courier,  he  had  caufed 
thofe  Princes,  who  had  been  long  at  va- 
riance, to  conclude  a Truce,  merely  that 
he  might  come  to  fee  me  more  conve- 
niently. 

The*  Governor  of  Jerufalem,  who  had 
been  the  chief  Inftrument  in  this  Paci- 
fication, wifhed  me  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  and  pay  him  a Viflt.  The  regard 
fliewn  me  by  the  Agent  feemed  too  well 
eftablifhed  to  be  increafed,  and  the  Re- 
lids with  which  I had  been  prefented,  by 
the  facred  Diredory,  left  me  nothing 
farther  to  wifh  on  that  head. 
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The  fpace  between  the  *Sea  and  Je- 
rufalem  is  a flat  Country,  about  flx 
Leagues  in  breadth,  extremely  fertile. 
The  Fig-Tree  of  India  fy)  fupplies  it 
with  Hedges,  and  furnithes  impenetrable 
Barriers,  which  fecure  the  Fields  of  the 
different  Proprietors.  Cotton  is  here  the 
principal  Branch  of  Commerce,  and  the 
Induftry  of  the  Inhabitants  employs  itfelf 
in  fpinning.  This  part  of  the  Holy  Land 
is  verv  remarkable  for  the  remains  of  the 
Crufades,  with  which  it  is  covered. 

Mahometanifm,  while  it  deflroyed  thefc 
Monuments,  has  found  a way  to  profit 
by  the  pious  Enthufiafm  which  eredied 
them;  and  the  Policy  of  the  Turks,  by 
admitting  both  the  Greeks  and  Latins 
into  the  Holy  Land,  in  order  to  profit 
by  their  difputes,  has  depended  more  on 
their  Pride  than  their  Devotion.  A 
fcheme  fo  well  contrived  furpaffed  all  their 
Hopes  in  its  Effeds  : the  Quarrels  of  the 
two  Religious  Se(3:s  are  never  to  be  ap- 
peafed;  and,  thanks  to  the  Money  of 
Spain,  the  Government  of  Jerufalem 

iy)  This  Plant  is  alfo  called  Racket. 
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ought  to  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  befi; 
Benefices  of  Oppreffion.  That  which  the 
Greeks  had  juft  fuftered,  on  my  arrival  at 
Rames,  had  crowned  the  Catholics  with 
I Glory  ; and  the  Efcort  of  the  Agent  was 
the  confequence  of  this  Triumph.  He 
was  defirous  to  condud:  me  to  JafF,  and  I 
was  really  charmed  to  fee  the  Frock  and 
the  Friar  mounted  aftride  on  a beautiful 
Arabian,  richly  caparifoned. 

1 was  ftiewn,  as  I approached  the  Coaft, 
the  horrible  Pyramid  ereded  by  Mehemet 
Bey.  That  Barbarian  had  formed  it  of 
fifteen  hundred  Heads,  which  he  had 
caufed  to  be  cut  off  after  taking  the  City. 

JaflF  conftitutes  a feparate  Government, 
which  is  an  Appenage  to  a Sultana,  who 
receives  its  cuftoms  ; but  the  depopula- 
tion of  this  City  muft  neceffarily  diminifh 
its  Commerce  : it  only  confifts  of  Linen 
and  Rice,  fent  from  Damietta  for  the 
confumption  of  Napooloofe,  Rames,  Je- 
rufalem,  and  numerous  Hordes  of  Arabs, 
who  encamp  in  the  Plains  of  Gaza. 

Damietta  receives,  in  Exchange,  the 
coarfe  Glafs-ware  fabricated  at  Ebrom,  raw 
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Cottons,  Cummin,  and,  efpeclally*  Soap 
of  Jaff.  This  Article  has  enjoyed,  from 
Time  immemorial,  the  Privilege  of  only 
paying,  in  Egypt,  half  the  ufual  Duties. 

After  having  vilited,  with  the  Agent, 
the  Hofpitium  of  his  Order,  and  obliged 
him  in  what  he  thought  neceflary  to  his 
Views,  this  Monk,  who  was  not  a Prieft,  . 
determined  to  pay  me  the  greated  Refpeft, 
by  giving  me  his  Benediction  in  the  face 
of  Ifrael  ; notwithdanding  which,  the 
Multitude^  who  followed  us  to  the  Shore, 
were  very  near  feeing  me  drowned  by  the 
Breakers  of  the  Bar,  which  the  radinefs 
of  the  Sailors  had  dared  to  encounter, 
though  they  had  fcarcely  the  Skill  to  ex- 
tricate themfelves  from  the  Danger. 

On  our  return  to  the  Frigate,  we  fet 
fail  for  St.  John  d’Acre,  where  we  an- 
chored the  next  day.  Dgezar,  the  Pacha 
of  Saide,  was  then  there,  and,  on  my 
landing,  caufed  it  to  be  dgnified  to  me, 
that  he  was  deiirous  I diould  pay  him  a 
Viht;  but  I did  not  chufe  to  have  any 
communication  with  him  : ^he  Cruelties 
for  which  he  was  remarkable,  and  the 
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Oppreflions  which  had  made  him  dreaded/ 
were  fo  many  Motives  with  me  to  mortify 
his  Pride. 

I could  eafily  difcover,  by  the  Lan- 
guage of  the  Officer  he  had  fent  to  com- 
pliment me,  that  my  Credit  with  the 
Porte  was  the  principal  Reafon  for  his 
Affiduities  ; and  1 did  not  negled  this  Op- 
portunity to  add  to  the  Uneaiinefs  he  had 
long  felt,  through  Fear  of  the  Refentment 
of  the  Grand  Seignior,  1 returned  him  for 
anfwer  that,  as  we  were  both  Travellers, 
our  becoming  acquainted  was  ufelefs. 

The  Officer  did  not  imagine  this  Re- 
ply would  prevent  my  vifiting  his  Mafter, 
at  his  principal  place  of  Rehdence;  but 
the  Pacha  felt  the  bitternefs  of  the  Sar- 
cafm;  and  the  word  Traveller,  which,  in 
its  literal  fenfe,  could  not  be  applied  to 
him,  while  in  his  Government,  he  per- 
ceived mufl:  be  ufed  in  the  figurative  lig- 
nification of  Death,  given  to  it  by  the 
Turks  (I).  He  could  not  indeed  deny 
that,  if  the  feeblenefs  of  the  Ottoman 
Power  had  not  prevented  it  from  punifh- 
ing  Diforders,  the  horrible  Tyranny  he 
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had  exercifed  would  long  (înce  have  been 
puniflied  with  the  lofs  of  his  Head. 

To  fuch  a height  he  carried  it  that  it 
"was  even  his  Pride  ; and  this  Monfter 
had  taken  the  name  of  Dgezar  (Butcher) 
as  an  illuftrious  addition  to  his  Title.  It 
was,  no  doubt,  well  deferved  ; for  he 
had  immured  alive  a great  number  of  Greek 
Chriftians,  when  he  rebuilt  the  Walls  of 
Barut,  to  defend  it  from  the  invaiion  of 
the  Ruffians.  The  heads  of  thefe  mi- 
ierable  Vidtims,  which  the  Butcher  had 
left  out,  in  order  to  enjoy  their  Tortures, 
are  ftill  to  be  feen. 

By  fuch  barbarous  Principles  was  the 
Condudl  of  Dgezar  governed.  His  own 
fecurity  obliged  him  to  keep  in  pay  a num- 
ber of  Banditti  j he  manned  with  them  a 
fmall  Fleet  to  cruize  upon  the  Coaft,  and 
a Troop  of  Plorfe  came  by  Land  to  meet 
him  at  the  place  where  he  difem- 
barked.  Dgezar  Pacha  was  at  Acre,  in 
this  Situation,  and,  perceiving  he  could 
obtain  nothing  from  me,  was  delirous, 
at  leaf!:,  of  receiving  the  falute  of  the 
Frigate;  but,  no  lefs  ignorant  than  proud, 
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he  thought  it  fufficient  to  (hew  himfelf 
QQ  the  hecichj  with  3,  biilhünt  C-.âVcilcâ.(lej 
to  receive  a Compliment  which  he  had 
no  right  to  expert,  except  by  appearing 
on  the  Water. 

lie  made  no  doubt  but  the  iilence  of 
the  Frigate  was  in  confequence  of  the  dif- 
like  he  had  experienced  from  me  before, 
and,  to  revenge  the  Affront,  difpatched 
Orders  to  Saide  not  to  falute  the  Frigate 
when  fhe  arrived:  he  even  pleafed  him- 
felf with  informing  me  of  what  he  had 
donei  but  this  paltry  Mark  of  Refent- 
ment  had  no  more  fuccefs  than  his  for- 
mer pretended  Civility.  I replied,  I 
thanked  him  for  having  anticipated  my 
befign,  it  being  my  Intention  to  abolifh 
thofe  Prefents,  likewife,  which  an  abfurd 
Cuftom  ufed  to  conlider  as  neceflary. 

Acre  is  fituated  in  a very  fpacious  Bay, 
and  defended  from  the  South  Winds  by 
Mount  Carmel  The  Walls  of  the 

Church, 

(z)  The  Catholic  Monks,  who  attend  at  the  Grotto 
of  the  Prophet  Elias,  to  receive  the  Pilgrims  who 
vilit  it,  inftead  of  Reliifs,  which  they  have  not,  pre- 
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Church,  which  the  Knights  Hofpitallers 
built  there,  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  They  de- 
dicated it  to  St.  John  their  Patron  ; and 
this  name,  added  to  .that  of  the  City,  has 
made  it  known  under  the  Denomination  of 
St.  John  d’Acre.  The  Speculations  of 
Commerce  could  never  be  extended  to  this 
City  till  a long  time  after  the  Cruktdesj 
the  enthufiadic  Crufaders  no  more  fa- 
voured Improvements  than  the,  Turks, 
who,  in  order  to  govern  Syria,  have  been 
its  beftroyers. 

It  likewife  was  not  till  under  the  peace- 
able Reign  of  Shek-Taer  that  their  abun- 
dant Crops  multiplied  our  Eftabliihments  ; 
and  fince  the  tragical  End  of  that  Prince 
Commerce  has  begun  to  decline.  It  prin- 
cipally coniifts  in  Cotton,  the  .quality  of 
which  was  fuperior,  before  the  Cultivator 
negleded  the  care  of  feparating  the  Seeds 
himfelf,  to  what  it  is  at  prefent. 

I departed  from  Acre  to  proceed  to  Saide, 
where  the  French  Conful  General  refides. 

fent  their  Guefts  with  Geodes  of  various  fhapes,  which 
they  there  find  in  plenty,  and  pretend  to  be  petrified 
Fruits, 
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This  City  is,  in  fome  meafure,  the  Chief 
Seat  of  our  Commerce  in  Syria.  We  an- 
chored there,  ‘ by  the  fide  of  a Ship  of 
War  of  the  Grand  Seignior’s,  the  Captain 
of  which  did  not  feem  inclined  to  be  very 
polite.  I have  already  faid  that  the  For- 
trefs  had  received  Orders,  from  the  Pacha, 
not  to  falute  us  j but  he  could  not  forefee 
that  we  ftiould  find  here  the  very  Garavella 
of  which  I had  fuperintended  the  Con- 
flrudtion,  cafi:  the  Artillery,  and  procured 
the  Appointment  of  the  Captain. 

This  was  likewife  the  firfl:  Veflel  which 
difplayed  the  Green-Flag  I had  pèrfuaded 
the  Porte  to  adopt } and  its  Commander 
had  no  fooner  learned  I was  on  board  the 
Frigate  than  he  came  to  pay  me  his  Re- 
fpeds.  I thought  proper  to  (hew  him 
that  the  independent  Condud  of  the  Pacha 
of  Saide  ought  to  induce  him  to  pay 
more  refpe6t  to  the  French  Flag  ; as  that 
, of  the  Grand  Seignior  was  lefs  reg'a?ded  in 
Syria  than  any  where  elfe.  He  replied  to 
this  Remonftrance  by  a falute  of  nine 
Pieces  of  Cannon,  which  we  returned. 
He  afterwards  came  to  fee  me  at  the  Con- 

ful’s. 
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All’s,  to  excufe  his  negligence,  and  invite 
me  to  vifit  him  on  board,  on  which  Occa- 
fion  I was  faluted  both  coming  and  going. 

Thefe  falutes  were  further  Mortifications 
to  the  Pacha,  and  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Harbour  by  Night,  to  avoid  any  new 
affront  : but  the  Baron  de  Durfort,  at 
Sun-rifing,  faluted  his  little  Fleet  ; and 
this  Politenefs,  quite  unexpected  to  Dge- 
zar,  made  him  imagine  I fhould  treat  him 
"better  at  Saide  than  at  Acre.  He  again 
invited  me  to  vifit  him  ; and  I was  given 
to  underftand  that  he  intended  me  a Pre- 
fent  of  a rich  Pelifie  ; but  I abided  by 
my  firft  Refolution,  well  convinced,  I 
fhould  acquire  more  Refpedt  by  defpifing 
Dgezar  than  by  accepting  from  him  any 
frivolous  Mark  of  DiftinCtion. 

I thought  it  necefifary  to  defcribe  the 
character  of  this  Pacha,  and  relate  my 
Conduct  towards  him,  as  it  particularly 
promotes  the  purpofe  I had  in  view  in 
writing  thefe  Memoirs.  A Defcription 
of  this  Monfter,  let  loofe  upon  Man- 
kind, who  tyrannized  over  his  Province, 
and  kept  back,  with  impunity,  two  Years 
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Revenues,  due  to  his  Mafter,  who  yet  fuf- 
fered  his  Pride  to  be  humbled  by  a Stran- 
ger, and  his  Refentment  to  be  reftrained,  ' 
through  Fear  of  a Tingle  Frigate,  of  which 
he  knew  not  the  Orders,  by  fliewing  at  once 
the  weaknefs  of  the  Defpot,  and  the  cow- 
« ardice  of  the  diftant  Subalterns  who  im- 
pofe  upon  him,  prefents  a complete  Pic- 
ture of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

The  City  of  Saide,  the  ancient  Sidon, 
is  fituated  towards  the  middle  of  the  Coaft 
of  Syria,  at  the  feet  of  the  Mountains  Liba- 
nus  and  Anti-Libanus.  The  Mutualis  on  | 
the  South  Side,  and  the  Drufes  on  the 
North,  inhabit  the  Mountains  which  extend 
along  the  Shores;  and,  notwithftanding  all 
the  attempts  of  the  Porte  to  fubjedl  them 
more  completely,  ftill  preferve  a fort  of 
Independence.  It  is  certain  that  the 
Drufes  are  not  very  exadl  in  paying  their 
flipulated  Tribute.  The  Pacha  of  Saide  is 
even  obliged,  for  the  fecurity  of  his  Ter- 
ritories, to  farm  them  out  to  the  Chiefs  of 
the  Mountain  ; but  this  method  of  avoid- 
ing their  Ravages  does  not  always  infure 
the  payment  of  the  Revenues  ; and  the 

agency 
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agency,  to  which  he  is  compelled  to  have 
recourfe,  produces  frequent  Quarrels. 

• The  Mutualis,  who  inhabit  Anti- 
Libanus,  from  Saide  to  Acre,  are  lefs  nu- 
merous than  the  Drufes  j but  the'  Caftles 
they  polTefs  render  them  equally  ready  to 
rebel,  and  no  lefs  difficult  to  fubdue.  The 
Summit  of  every  Mountain  is  a Fortrefs, 
and  every  Landholder  a powerful  Vaffal  ; 
and  this  People,  enthuliaflically  addicted 
to  the  Precepts  of  Ali,  hold  in  utter  Ab- 
horrence the  Sonnite  Mahometans,  and 
murder  them,  without  remorfe,  whenever 
they  find  an  Opportunity. 

The  Mutualis  have  agreed  to  pay  the- 
annual  Tribute  of  two  hundred  Purfes, 
for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  Moun- 
tains and  Manors,  but  are  far  more  careful 
to  preferve  the  Eftate  than  to  difcharge 
the  Rent  i and  both  the  Drufes  and  Mu- 
tualis, equally  difficult  to  reduce  by 
Force,  having  confined  the  Authority 
of  the  Pacha  within  narrow  Limits, 
have  rendered  its  opprefl'ive  Weight 
much  more  fenfible  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  Saide. 
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Between  this  City  and  that  of  Acre  is 
flill  to  be  feen  the  City  of  Sur,  the  famous 
Tyre  ; it  is  under  the  Dominion  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Mutualis,  and  this  Mother 
of  Navigation  ftill  polTefTes  the  advantage 
of  having  the  befl  Harbour  in  Syria  ; but 
Tobacco  and  Corn  are  the  only  Articles 
of  Commercial  Intercourfe  between  Sur 
and  Saide,  except  Spun  Silk,  which 
is  furnifhed  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
adjacent  Country,  and  to  deal  in 
which  is  the  exclufive  Privilege  of  the 
French  (K). 

(a)  This  Circumftance  is  a true  pi£lure  of  the 
Turkifh  Government,  which  knows  not  how  either 
to  give  or  withhold  with  difeernment.  One  of  the 
French  Merchants  of  Saide  preftdes  over  the  public 
Market  ; the  Janillaries  appointed  for  the  French 
Nation,  fuperintend  the  Police  ; the  Overleers  of  our 
Commerce  fet  a price  upon  the  Silk  ; the  People  of 
the  Country  are  forbidden  to  purchafe  it,  and  Strangers 
are  under  jtill  greater  Reftri£lions,  Monopoly  cannot 
be  moremaniftft  ; but  it  is  fo  well  eflablifhed,  by  Pre- 
judice, that  the  People  themfelves  would  not  permit 
the  Government  to  deftroy  it  ; and  thofe  who  bring 
the  Silk  would  prefer  the  Certainty  of  a prompt  Sale, 
to  the  uncertain  Advantage  of  a higher  Price,  for  which 
they  muft  wait. 


If 
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That  our  Traders  have  not  been  exempt 
from  the  Oppreffions  of  the  Pacha  is 
becaufe  they  have  not  had  firmnefs  enough 
to  withfland  him  ; for  the  Governor  can- 
not but  know  he  muft  be  expofed  to  great 
Danger,  if,  by  any  ill-judged  Proceedings, 
he  fhould  force  the  French  Merchants  to 
forfake  that  part  of  the  Country. 

On  our  leaving  Saide,  we  failed  along 
the  Coafi,  and  anchored  under  cover  of 
fome  Rocks  at  the  bottom  of  the  Road  of 
Barut.  This  City  is  built  on  the  Ifthmus 
of  a Peninfula,  the  higher  ground  of  which 
is  ornamented  by  a Plantation  of  Pine- 
Trees. 

The  Beauty  and  Variety  of  the  Gardens, 
round  the  Town,  and  the  Purity  of  the 
Air,  had  brought  thither  a great  number 
of  Inhabitants  ; and  fo  long  as  the  Porte 
left  the  Territory  of  Barut  under  the  Ju- 
rifdidion  of  the  Emir  of  the  Drufes,  who 
inhabits  the  neighbouring  Mountains,  the 
mildnefs  of  the  Government,  and  elpecially 
the  Spirit  of  Toleration,  which  made  no 
diftindion  between  the  Drufe,  the  Ma- 
hometan, and  the  Chriftian,  induced  a 


great 
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great  number  of  Merchants  to  fettle  there  ; ' 
but  fince  Dgez^r  has  feized  on  the  City,  in 
order  to  deftroy  its  Trade,  and  force  it  to 
Saide,  the  Merchants  of  Barut  have  left  it, 
and  retired  to  the  Mountain,  to  wait  for  the 
Deftru(ftion  of  the  Tyrant. 

His  View  was  to  increafe  the  Revenue 
of  the  Cuftqms,  at  Saide,  which  he  farms 
of  the  Porte  ; but  his  Ignorance  hinder- 
ed him  from  perceiving  that  fuch  Spe- 
culations would  give  a mortal  blow  to 
Indultry,  and  therefore  could  never  be 
founded  on  the  true  Principles  of  Com- 
merce. 

The  Mountains  of  Caftervan  extend 
along  the  Sea,  from  Barut,  fix  leagues  to 
the  North  ; they  join  to  thofe  of  Mount 
Libanus,  or  Lebanon,  form  their  Bafe, 
and  are  inhabited  by  Catholics,'  who  live 
in  perfe(5t  Amity  with  the  Drufes,  their 
Neighbours  ; of  whom  I fliall  prefently 
fpeak  more  particularly. 

Tripoli  of  Syria,  whither  we  proceeded, 
after  having  left  Barut,  is  lituated  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  its  Road,  and  the 
number  of  Gardens  about  it  w’ould  render 

it 
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ît  very  pleafant,  if  the  Air  were  not  fo  un- 
wholefoiîie  in  Summer,  The  Grounds 
belonging  to  it,  extend  as  far  as  Mount 
Lebanon  (b)  y they  abound  in  Vineyards. 
Each  Hill  produces  a different  Wine  , but 
the  golden  Wine  is  mofl  admired. 

Silk,  which  is  cultivated  in  great  abun- 
dance around  Lebanon,  and  brought  to 
Tripoli,  is  the  principal  Objed:  of  Com- 
merce.  Seven  or  eight  hundred  Quintals 
are  annually  exported  to  France,  of  which 
the  greater  part  is  fent  from  other  Ports, 
where  the  Merchants  have  Bills,  which 
they  wifh  to  pay  away,  and  the  Bills  of 
■ Exchange,  fent  from  Conftantinople  for 
that  purpofe,  are  always  negociated  with 
the  Pacha. 

He  who  then  had  the  command  was  the 
Son  of  the  Pacha  of  Damafeus.  I wanted 
his  Affiftance  to  procure  the  means  of  go- 
ing, by  Land,  to  Aleppo  ; he  was  abfent 

On  that  part  of  the  Mountain  neareft  Tripoli, 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  the  famous  Cedars,  lo  much  vaunted  ; 
the  molt  remarkable  thing  about  which  was  their  Anti- 
quity, as  I was  informed  j but  I forbore  to  pay  them 
my  Refpects. 


from 
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from  Tripoli,  and  I was  very  glad  to  find 
I could  meet  with  him  at  Lattaka  -,  but 
as  the  Frigate  could  not  anchor  in  the 
Harbour,  becaufe  the  negligence  of  the 
Turks  had  fufFered  it  to  be  choaked  up  by 
the  Ballad,  thrown  out  of  the  Vefiels,  flic 
laid  to,  till  the  return  of  her  Boat,  which 
carried  me  to  Lattaka, 

Its  entrance  is  defended  by  a Caftle,  in 
fo  ruinous  a Condition  that,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  report  of  the  Artillery,  which 
faluted  me,  I fhould  have  pafled  it  without 
perceiving  any  Fortification.  The  Officer 
of  the  Cudoms  received  me,  at  my  land- 
ing» with  great  Refpeét,  and  his  com- 
plaifance  made  me  entertain  a favour- 
able Opinion  of  the  Charader  of  his 
Mader  f'cj. 

After 


(c)  The  Influence  of  the  Maker’s  Temper,  on  all 
his  Servants  and  Dependents,  is  one  of  the  moft  re- 
markable Particulars  in  the  Manners  of  the  Turks, 
Delpotlfm  feems  as  if  it  would  be  incomplete  were  it 
not  alfo  to  enflave  the  Sentiments  of  the  Mind.  The 
Servants  of  the  Turks  carefully  obferve  the  reception 
any  one  meets  with  from  their  Patron,  in  order  to  treat 

him 


BARON  DE  TOT  T. 


109 


After  refting  awhile  in  a Kiofk,  wh^e 
I took  fome  Refrelhment,  I proceeded  to 
Lattaka.  This  City,  the  ancient  Laodi- 

him  in  like  manner,  the  moment  he  quits  his  prefcnce. 
They  interpret  the  Ufage  he  has  received,  and  if  the  Mat- 
ter beftows  a kick  he  can  expedl  no  Quarter.  A Pacha 
had  honoured  a European  Merchant  with  his  intimate 
Friendftiip  ; he  delighted  in  his  Company,  and  all  about 
him  paid  their  court  to  the  Stranger.  It  happened  that 
he  was  fubje^  to  the  Gout.  The  Pacha,  who  had  un- 
fortunately ftudied  a little  Phyfic,  was  defxrous  to  cure 
his  Friend,  and,  when  he  was  in  one  of  his  fits,  direâoi 
two  of  his  Domeilics  to  give  him  fifty  Blows  on  the 
Soles  of  his  Feet.  The  Servants,  who  were  not  fo 
learned  as  their  Mafter,  altonilhed  he  fhould  be  treated 
in  a manner  which  had  fo  little  the  appearance  of  Friend- 
ftilp,  imagined  the  Infidel  muft  have  given  fome  Af- 
front, and  executed  their  Orders  with  a Severity  of 
which  they  made  their  boaft.  What,  faid  he,  Rafcals, 
have  you  dared  to  treat  the  man  who  is  my  Friend  with 
Difrefpeâ  ? The  fifty  Blows  were  intended  as  a Re- 
medy, but  the  Infults  you  have  added  muft  not  go  un- 
punifhed.  He  immediately  ordered  that  each  Ihould 
receive  a hundred  Blows  for  their  Prefumption  ; and 
went  and  apologized  to  the  Merchant  for  the  Infolence 
of  his  Domeftics,  who  had  dared  to  render  his  Remedy 
more  violent.  The  European,  though  he  would  wil- 
lingly have  difpenfed  with  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Medicine,  found  it  deferving  praife,  for  it  foon  effeâed 
a perfed  Cure. 
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cea,  is  built  on  an  Eminence  which  oyer- 
looks  the  Harbour  : Some  Remains  of  its 
ancient  Splendour  are  yet  to  be  feen,  and 
it  ftill  contains  feveral  very  handfome 
Houfes.  I foon  received  the  Compliments 
of  the  Pacha  of  Tripoli  on  my  arrival,  and 
an  Aflbrance  that  he  whined  to  fee  and 
ferve  me.  He  furnifhed  me  even  with 
more  than  I wanted,  for  my  Journey  to 
•Aleppo,  and  infifted  on  doing  me  Ho/Uour, 
as  well  as  fupplying  me  with  NecelTaries, 
Nay,  he  appeared  to  fear  Reprehen  (ion 
from  the  Porte,  if,  by  his  negleifting  to 
procure  me  Relpedt,  I Should  be  expofed 
to  any  Infults  among  the  Mountains  over 
which  I was  to  pafs.  On  my  return  from 
my  Vifit  his  hrft  Equerry  brought  me  a 
Horfe,  fent  by  his  Mafter,  with  an  AfTu- 
rance  that  he  had  himfelf  proved  the  fure- 
nefs  of  his  footing,  among  the  fteepeft 
Rocks. 

As  1 had  procured  Tents  and  the  ne- 
ceflary  Utcnfils  at  Tripoli,  every  thing  was 
foon  ready  for  our  Departure.  We  began 
our  Journey  with  the  Guards,  whom  the 
pacha  had  appointed  to  attend  me,  and 

encamped, 


BARON  DE  TO  TT.  iii 

encamped',  for  the  firft  itime,^  on '.the 
• Bank$  of  a River  at, the  foot  of  Mount 
Lebanon.  ' ’ ’ 

I had  fcarcely  alighted  before  a Drufe 
of  the  Mountain  came  to  prefent  a Ré- 
monftrance  againft  a French  Merchant, 
his  Debtor,  of  whom  I had  already  heard 
feveral  Complaints,  While  the  heceflary 
Writings  were  making  out,  for*  the  verifi- 
cation and  acquittance  of  this  Debt,  I took 
that  Opportunity  to  difcourfe  with  a man. 
in  whom  I had  admired  the  honefl  haugh- 
tinefs  with  which  he  had  demanded  Juf- 
tice,  and  had  time  enough  to  procure  an 
account  of  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of 
the  Drufes,  which  I fliall  fubjoin,  adding 
to  it  what  other  Information  I could  pro- 
cure (L). 

Thefe  people  are'  divided  into  feveral 
Se(51s,  who  mutually  detefi:  each  other, 
though  they  are  all  comprized  under  the 
fame  Denomination.  Yet  they  always 
unite  in  defence  of  their  common  Liberty, 
and  all  entertain  the  fame  Prejudices  a- 
gainfi;  the  Mahometans.  This,  however, 
they  carefully  conceal  j and,  when  their 
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Bufinefs  leads  them  into  any  of  the  Turkilli 
Cities,  always  frequent  the  Mofques  > 
though  they  prefer  our  Churches,  when 
they  can  go  there  without  danger.  Yet 
they  appear  as  far  removed  from  the  Doc- 
trines of  the  Gofpel  as  the  Precepts  of 
the  Koran,  It  is  plain  from  the  informa- 
tion which  h^s  been  colled:ed,  concerning 
the  Religion  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
Drufes,  that  thefe  Mountaineers  are  the 
Followers  of  Hakem-Bamr-lllah  fdj,  Kha- 
lif  of  Egypt,  of  the  Family  of  the  Fati- 
mites.  They  have  canonized  him  by  the 
name  of  Hakem-Bamri  but  have, 
themfelves,  received  their  name  from  that 
of  his  Apoftle  Dourfi,  This  Etymology, 
taken  from  their  facred  Books,  is  fufficient 
to  deftroy  that  given  by  M.  Pujet  dc  Saint- 
Pierre,  who  makes  them  to  be  defcended 
from  the  Comte  dc  Dreux  : but  this  is  too 
abfurd  to  merit  any  difcuffion. 

The  Khalif  Hakem,  and  his  Apoftle, 
feem  to  have  refined  on  the  Contempt  with 

^d)  Arabic  words,  which  fignify  Governor  of  the 
order  of  God. 

(e ) Governor  of  his  order. 
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which  all  Sedtaries  have  treated  Mankind. 
They  have  divided  their  Followers  into 
three  Clafles  ; the  Priefts,  the  Initiated, 
and  the  common  People.  Thefe  laft, 
W'ho  fcarcely  know  a few  moral  Precepts 
necellary  to  Society,  and  without  which 
men  cannot  deep  in  fafety,  rely  for  their  Sal- 
vation on  the  two  former;  yet  on  this  Foun- 
dation the  Drufes  believe  themfelves  the 
eledt  of  God,  and  defpife  every  other  Sedt. 

Hakem  has  promifed  them  they  Ihall 
be  the  Heirs  of  the  T urks,  of  whom  the 
Chriftians  Ihall  be  the  Dedroyers;  and, 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rudian  War, 
they  believed,  no  doubt,  the  accomplifh-^ 
ment  of  this  Prophecy  was  drawing  nigh. 
This  Opinion  has  produced  the  preference 
with  which  they  honour  the  Chriftians; 
but,  it  is  probable,  their  Prophet  has  falfely 
calculated  the  Order  of  Succeffion. 

The  Ceremonies  of  this  Sedl  are  never 
cxpofed  to  the  Eyes  of  the  Profane; 
their  pooks  (f)  are  kept  concealed  with 

(f)  The  Drufes  are  prohibited  from  eating  with  any 
Perfon  in  Authority,  for  fear  of  participating  in  Wealth 
unjuftly  acquired. 

VoE.  II.  Part  IV.  H 
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care,  efpecially  that  of  the  Priefts,  ‘(em- 
phatically called  the  Hook,)  of  which  it 
feems  iinpoflible  to  procure  a Copy.  Yet 
is  it  generally  believed  that  the  Drufes 
vvorihip  a kind  of  Idol,  which  they  keep 
in  a fubterranean  Cavern,  where  only  the 
Initiated  are  permitted  to  enter. 

Some  of  their  Women,  converted  to  the 
Chriflian  Faith,  have  alfo  difeovered 
others  of  their  Pra(fl:ices  no  lefs  abfurd  ; 
but  as  they  were  not  admitted  to  the  fe- 
crets  of  their  Sedt,  the  indubitable  Vera- 
city I have  preferibed  to  myfelf,  in  all  my 
Relations,  will  not  allow  me  to  repeat 
their  Information. 

, Different  Sedls  of  the  Drufes  inhabit 
thofe  parts  of  the  Mountains  which  I 
crolTed.  The  Turks  call  them*  Nuferis, 
or  Anferis,  but  they  rejedl  both  thefe  De- 
nominations for  that  of  Drufes.  Without 
pretending  to  penetrate  infcrutable  Myfte- 
ries,  we  may  difeover  that  the  greater 
part  of  them  pay  a particular  Adoration  to 
the  Sun  : at  his  riling  they  perform . three 
Genuflexions,  and  feem  to  attempt  to  feize 
his  earlieft  Rays  with  their  hands,  td 

rub 
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rub  their  bodies  with  them  as  a Purifica- 
tion. • 

It  is  believed,  their  Veneration  only  lads 
till  Evening,  and  that  they  indulge  them- 
felves  during  the  Night,  and  compenfate 
for  the  Abftinence  of  the  Day.  Another 
Se6t,  it  is  faid,  pay  divine  Honours  to  the 
Moon,  and  referve  the  Day  for  their  Plea- 
fures. 

There  arc,  likewife,  in  thefe  Moun- 
tains, thofe  who  may  be  called  Gynæ- 
colifts  fgj,  whofe  Worlhip,  lefs  myfierious 
than  that  which  the  Chinefe  pay  to  the 
Lingam,  appears  to  be  of  the  fame  Kind. 
The  Drufes,  who  are  Worfhippers  of  the 
Sun,  have  a more  immediate  relation  to 
the  ancient  Inhabitants  of  Palmyra.  At  a 
fmall  diftance  from  that  City,  and  within 
fight  of  the  Ruins  of- the  famous  Temple 
of  the  Sun,  the  Adorers  of  that  Luminary 
are  dill  to  be  found.  Lebanon  receives 

(g)  This  word  fignifies  Adorers  of  Women;  but 
as  fuch  a name,  taken  in  a gallant  fenfe,  cannot  be  pro- 
perly applied  to  the  Drufes,  the  Author  has  ufed  this 
Greçk  compound  out  of  Refpedt  to  the  Ladies. 
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his  firft  Rays,  and  there  fhould  his  Wor- 
ihip  be  flill  protected  and  preferved. 

Two  pays  were  fpent  in  crofiing  thefe 
Mountains  : we  obferved  three  Chains  of 
them  ; of  which,  the  two  lateral  are,  in 
fome  manner,  the  Bafe  which  fupports 
that  of  the  Center.  Ihey  alternately 
prefent  the  moft  profound  Abyifes  and 
the  moft  dangerous  Defiles  ; Situations 
aftoniftiingly  pi6turefque  and  Valleys  de- 
lightfully beautiful.  There  are  likewile 
Plantations  of  Mulberry  Trees,  kept  in 
great  order.  Thefe  Trees,  the  Leaves  of 
which  are  Food  for  the  Silk-worms,  are 
planted  in  quincunx,  with  an  exaitnefs 
which  is  the  more  furprifing  becaufe  it  is 
not  only  ufelefs  but  wholly  unknown,  in 
the  Levant,  except  among  the  Prufes. 
Their  Villages  appear  to  me  tolerably 
well-built;  they  are  always  fupported  by 
the  bafes  of  the  over-hanging  Rocks  which 
Ihelter  them  ; and  the  fummits  of  the  fur- 
rounding Mountains,  crowned  with  Pine- 
Trees,  furnifti  a Scene  truly  Magnificent. 

We  arrived,  after  a difficult  Journey 
of  three  Days,  at  the  fmall  Town  of 

Tchookoor, 
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Tchookoor,  on  the  Banks  of  the  Orontes. 
The  Pilgrims  of  Conftantinople  and  Afia, 
affembled  to  proceed  to  Damafcns,  which 
is  the  general  Rendezvous  of  the  Caravan 
of  Mecca,  had  got  before  us  to  Tchookoor, 
and  we  found  their  Camp  already  formed 
by  the  fide  of  the  River.  I pitched  mine 
at  a fmall  diftance,  and  their  Chief  (for 
every  Society  chufes  itfelf  a Mafter,  or 
the  refemblance  of  one)  foon  fent  me  a 
Prefent  of  Fruitj^  and  Compliments  on  my 
Arrival. 

Notwithftanding  this  Civility,  the  Com- 
mander of  the  City  judged  I was  not  in  the 
moft  perfedt  Security,  while  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  fo  large  a Body  who  were 
to  depart  the  next  Day,  and  every  one 
of  whom  was  already  fare  of  his  Par- 
don. He  therefore  ftrengthcned  my  Ef- 
cort  by  a Company  of  Infantry,  who  were 
difpofed  in  a Line  of  Circumvallation  ; 
but  I knew  enough  of  the  Turks  to  have 
a better  Opinion  of  the  Pilgrims,  and  not 
enough  of  my  new  Guard  to  be  without 
my  Fears.  My  greateft  Inconvenience, 
however,  was  a continual  Difcharge  of 
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their  Fire-Arms,  during  the  whole  Night  ; 
which  they  àiïured  me  was  the  only  way  to 
keep  the  Robbers  at  a Diftance,  though 
certainly  it  was,  like  wife,  the  way  to 
murder  very  honeft  People,  had  they  hap- 
pened to  approach.  Yet  I was  obliged  to 
pay  thefe  Poltroons  for  having  prevented 
my  fleeping. 

Rhia,  where  we  lay  the  next  Night,  is 
fituated  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Plains  of 
Syria  ; its  Ruins  are  Rill  to  be  feen,  but 
prefent  no  Objedt  of  Importance,  though 
they  appear  to  be  of  the  higheft  Antiquity. 
The  richefl  Cultivation  furrounds  this 
fmall  City,  and  extends  quite  as  far  as 
Aleppo.  We  were  two  Days  and  a half 
in  eroding  this  Plain  5 the  Labour  be- 
llowed on  which  has  been  moR  remark- 
able. Every  Furrow  feems  drawn  with 
a Line,  and  is  perfedly  Rraight  for  more 
than  a quarter  of  a League.  The  Produce 
of  the  Land  is  Corn,  Cotton,  and  a Kind 
of  Grain,  of  which  the  Inhabitants  make 
Oil.  InduRry  feems  to  throw  a Veil  over 
the  DevaRations  which  thefe  Plains  have 
fuR'ered  j a Proof  of  them  is  Rill  to  be 
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found"  in  feveral  ancient  Fragments.  I 

have  feen,  near  a Fountain,  a Ciftern  of 

/ 

white  Marble,  of  a fingle  Block,  feven  feet 
long  by  three  high,  and  four  broad,  orna- 
mented with  the  Reprefentation  of  Sacri- 
fices of  Rams,  and  Garlands  of  moft  ele- 
gant Sculpture,  in  an  exquifite  Tafte.  It 
was  ufed  to  water  the  Cattle,  and  c.annof 
be  fuppofed  to  have  been  brought  either 
from  Palmyra  or  Balbec,  but  muft  be  the 
Relid:  of  fome  lefs  diftant  City,  which  is 
now  more  compleatly  deftroyed  even  than 
thefe. 

I was  fiill  in  Danger  of  a public  Entry, 
which  determined  me  to  ftop  at  Kantoo- 
man,  defigned  for  a refting  Place  for 
Travellers,  and  which  lies  three  Leagues 
from  Aleppo,  on  the  Ikirts  of  the  Defart 
which  encompalTes  that  City.  I arrived 
there  at  night,  after  having  eroded  fome 
very  rugged  Grounds,  and  breathed  an 
Air  abfolutely  phofphoric.  The  Precau- 
tions I had  taken,  to  fhun  the  Honour  ir)- 
tended  me,  ferved  only  to  render  it  dif- 
mal } the  Flambeaux,  which  waited  for 
me  at  the  Gate  of  the  City,  and  lighted 
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me  to  the  Conful’s,  gave  my  Entry  the  ap- 
pearance of  a funeral  Ceremony. 

Aleppo,  celebrated  for  the  Number  of 
its  Inhabitants  the  Beauty  of  its  Edi- 
fices, the  Extent  of  its  Commerce,  and 
the  Riches  which  that  produces,  is  fitu- 
ated  in  a hollow  Valley,  clofe  to  a fniall 
River.  This  Water,  which  fupplies  the 
Inhabitants  of  Aleppo,  appears  as  extra- 
€)rdinary,  in  the  Country  through  which  it 
funs,  as  the  City  itfelf,  in  the  Defart  iri 
which  it  Hands. 

The  marks  of  Devaftation,  which  are 
feen  all  around,  can  alone  furnifh  the  So- 
lution of  this  political  Problem  j but  the 
rcafons  of  its  Prefervation,  Increafe,  and 
Opulence,  are  eafily  to  be  feen,  in  the  ne- 
cefTity  that  Commerce  fhould  pofTefs  a 
Repofitory  between  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  Perfian  Gulph  ; and  it  was  requifite 
its  fituation  Ihoujd  be  pear  fome  running 


(h ) Aleppo  is  fuppofed  to  contain  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  Inhabitants,  moftly  Mahometans.  Some 
Jews  and  many  Armenians  are  to  be  found  there  ; but 
the  Franks,  whom  Commerce  invites  thither,  are  too 
few  to  be  mentioned. 
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Stream,  not  far  from  ils  Source.  The 
Soil  of  thefe  Plains  is  fo  dry  that  this 
River  lofes  itfelf  in  the  Earth,  a few 
Leagues  below  the  City,  though  it  rifes 
not  far  from  it  ; and  Teems  only  to  thew 
itfelf  amidft  thefe  thirfty  Lands  that  the 
fmall  Valley  it  waters  might  be  inhabited, 

Aleppo  is  furrounded  with  Gardens,  or 
rather  fmall  Woods  of  Piftachios,  with 
leaves  of  a lively  green.  Their  rofe-coloured 
Fruits  are  very  agreeable  to  the  Eye,  and 
yield  the  Inhabitants  a branch  of  Com- 
merce at  once  certain  and  advantageous. 

A tolerably  large  Caftle  defends  this 
City  from  the  Depredations  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Arabs.  This  Fortrefs,  placed  in 
the  center  of  the  circular  Space  which 
the  City  occupies,  is  built  on  an  Emi- 
nence, which  appears  to  be  the  Labour  of 
human  Induftry,  and  ftill  Teems  to  be  en- 
circled by  Layers  of  Stone.  The  Fort, 
which  is  built  there  on  the  Principles  of 
the  ancient  military  Art,  contains  at  pre- 
fent  Tome  Pieces  of  Artillery,  which  com- 
mand the  Summits  of  all  the  neighbouring 
Hills,,  without  being  obftruéled  by  the 

Iloufes, 
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Hoiifes,  which  are  all  built  with  Terraces, 
and  io  equal  in  height  that  there  are  fel- 
dom  any  Steps  to  afcend  or  'delcend  in  go- 
ing from  one  Houfe  to  another;  while 
feveral  large  vaulted  Streets  increafe  the 
facility  of  communication,  by  affording 
a Paflage  to  every  part  of  the  City  free  * 
from  the  Embarraffment  of  the  open 
Streets.  They  are  carefully  paved,  have 
Gutters  and  a foot  Pavement  on  each  fide, 
and  the  middle  of  the  Street  is  laid  with 
Brick,  the  fmall  end  upwards,  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Horfes. 

I rnuft  not  forget  to  remark  that,  in 
Aleppo,  we  find  a Cleanlinefs  unknown 
to  the  other  Cities  of  Turkey,  even  to  the 
Capital  itfelf.  This  Regulation  is  • not 
attended  with  the  trouble  of  our  Scaven- 
gers ; there  are  Afs-Drivers,  who  go  about 
the  City,  and  take  up  the  Rubbifli  and 
Dufl;  which  each  Inhabitant  is  obliged  to 
Iweep  together  ; and  though  the  Heat  of 
the  Climate  renders  this  Labour  more 
eafy,  the  fame  Heat  obliges  them  to 
greater  Cleanlinefs  to  preferve  the  Salu- 
brity of  the  Air,  efpecially  in  the  vaulted 

Streets 
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Streets  I have  juft  rnentîoned*  Thefe  are 
particularly  appropriated  to  Merchants  ; 
they  contain  the  moft  precious  effeifls,  and 
it  is  there  that  Commerce  difplays  all  its 
Adiivity.  (M) 

The  granting  of  Guards  to  the  different 
Caravans,  and  Efcorts  to  Travellers,  fur- 

nifti  the  Pacha  and  his  Officers  with  the 

\ 

Means  of  oppreffing  both  Trade  and  In- 
dividuals. Excepting  this,  Aleppo  en- 
joys more  Tranquillity  than  other  Maho- 
metan Cities } the  Europeans  have  never 
experienced  any  Extortion  capable  of  de- 
terring them  from  their  Speculations  ; and 
W'e  may  judge  of  the  Succefs  of  Induftry, 
among  -the  Inhabitants  of  Aleppo,  from 
its  being  paid  fome  refpe(ft  to  even  by. 
Defpotifm  itfelf. 

It  is  arrived  to  fuch  Perfedion  as  to  ' 
enter  into  Competition  with  the  Indies. 

I have  carefully  examined  the  fabrication 
of  the  Cloth  they  make,  which  the 
French  call  Herbages  f i J , tht  Importation 

(i)  Or  Herbal  : 7 bread  of  all  Kinds,  got  from  the 
getable  Kingdom  is  fo  called  by  the  French,  though  it  here 
means  a Kind  of  Silk  and  Cotton  ManufaSlurc.  T, 
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of  which  into  France  has  been  forbidden, 
though  our  Imitation  of  it  is  not  good 
enough  to  warrant  the  Prohibition,-  nei- 
ther will  our  mode  of  Spinning,  nor  the 
Impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
Manufacture,  ever  admit  of  its  being 
brought  to  Perfection.  Our  Failure  is  in- 
deed much  lefs  in  the  method  of  weaving, 
for  theirs  is  exaCtly  according  to  our  man- 
ner of  making  wrought  Stuffs,  than  in  the 
Dexterity  of  the  Spinner.  This  is  their 
great  excellence,  and  renders  the  Silk  of 
Libanus  fuperior  to  the  thrown  Silks  of 
Italy  ; and  though,  from  the  Cotton  of 
Aleppo,  we  fcarcely  can  make  the  Bourres 
of  Rouen  in  Syria  it  is  employed  as 
the  Warp  of  their  Herbages  ; but  the 
Spindle  requires  Patience,  and  Patience 
overcomes  every  Difficulty  ^7^. 

When 

(jt)  Bourre fignifieSy  in  the  French  Language^  the  Re- 
fufe  or  Shavings  ofJFooly  Cotton,  Silk,  Isc.  and  is  manu- 
faSlured  into  Mats,  of  a Quality  equal  to  the  Kind  of 
Bourre.  It  is  Hkewifc  worked  into  Silk-Shag,  made  at 
Marfeilles  and  other  Towns.  T. 

(/)  The  manner  of  fpinning  at  Aleppo  certainly 
cannot  fuccced  in  Manufitdories  where  the  Work. 
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When  I arrived  at  Aleppo  Ifed-Ach- 
met  Pacha,  who  had  before  governed  that 
City,  had  lately  been  fuperfeded,  and  or- 
dered to  go  and  overlook  the  Repairs  of 
the  Temple  of  Mecca.  The  Inhabitants 
regretted  this  Appointment,  which,  of  an 
able  Statefman,  had  made  a bad  Archi- 
tea.  He  fet  off  for  the  Place  of  his  De- 
ftination  the  fame  day  that  I did  for  Alex- 
andretta,  where  I was  to  re-imbark. 

The  new  Governor  had  appointed  me 
an  Efcort  of  a hundred  Horfe  ; to  which 
he  added  an  Alay-Tchaooche,  and  a Kettle- 
Drummer  and  accompanied  this  honour- 
able Diftindion,  which  only  belongs  to 

s 

the  Pachas,  with  two  of  his  led  Horfes. 
1 accepted  this  Kindnefs  the  more  wil- 

is  paid  for  according  to  the  Qiiantity.  Neither 
is  an  AlTembly  of  Spinners,  in  a Workfhop,  what  a wife 
Adminiftration  ought  to  permit;  in  which  the  firft 
great  Care  fhould  be  the  Prefervatlon  of  Health  and 
Morals.  A mode  was  propofed  to  Government  of  in- 
creafingand  bringing  the  Art  of  fpinnjng  to  pcrfetSion, 
yet  to  have  the  Wofk  done  at  home,  which  in  time 
would  have  banifbed  Poverty  : Permiflion  was  alked, 
but  the  Progrefs  of  Good-fenfe  is  flow,  and  requires 
Time  and  Patience. 

lingly 
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lingly  as  it  was  a proof  that  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  Prefents,  which  I had  begun,  and 
which  was  followed  by  the  Confuls  of 
other  Powers,  would  not  fo  much  dimi- 
nifh  the  Refped:  fhewn  to  Europeans  as 
had  been  imagined. 

This  fuppreffion  had  deprived  Ifed- 
Achmet  Pacha  of  the  Cuftomary  Prefent, 
which  he  would  have  received  on  his  De- 
parture. I was  to  encamp  by  the  fide  of 
him  at  Kantooman  : it  was  fuppofed  he 
would  think  himfelf  releafed  from  every 
Obligation  of  Poli  ten  efs  towards  me  ; 
for  which,  though  I entertained  great 
perfonal  efteem  for  him,  I fliould  have 

/ 

cared  but  little.  Yet  fcarcely  were  my 
Tents  pitched  before  he  fent  to  pay  me 
his  Compliments,  and  beg  I would  make 
him  amends,  by  a Vilit,  for  not  having 
feen  me  at  Aleppo. 

I immediately  repaired  to  his  Tent, 
where,  contrary  to  the  ufual  Cuftom,  he 
rofe  to  receive  me,  I remained  two 
Hours  in  Converfation  with  him,  diiring 
which  I could  not  but  perceive  good 
Senfe  and  Underftanding  fufficient  to  have 

prevented 
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prevented  that  kind  of  exile  to  which  he 
had  been  condemned.  After  having  com- 
municated this  Obfervation  to  him,  we 
parted,  to  take  fome  Repofe,  and  fet  out 
the  next  Day  by  different  Routes. 

Our  fmall  Company  lodged  the  follow- 
ing Evening  at  Martavan.  The  lingular 
Manners  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Village 
are  fo  remarkable  that  I cannot  refrain 
mentioning  the  celebrity  which  it  has  ac- 
quired in  Syria.  I have  been  affured  that 
another,  near  it,  is  governed  on  the  fariie 
Principles,  but  has  not  the  advantage  'of 
being  on  the  Road,  and  its  Name  is  hard- 
ly known. 

Thefe  two  Villages  belong  to  a rich 
Individual  of  Aleppo,  who  receives  their 
Quit-rent,  and  pofîefîes  the  Right  of  no- 
minating a Magidrate  to  their  civil  Jurif- 
didion.  There  is  no  appearance,  at  Mar- 
tavan, of  any  Religion  whatever.  The 
Men  are  wholly  employed  in  Agriculture, 
and  the  Women,  who  are  generally  hand- 
fome,  feem  only  intended  to  welcome 
Travellers.  The  Day  when  any  arrive  is 
with  them  a Fedival,  as  it  is  with  the  Pe- 
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feving-Bachi,  whofe  Office  is  that  of  Bai- 
liff -,  but  his  Bufinefs  is  more  complaifant, 
though  it  cannot  be  explained.  He  is  to 
take  Orders  from  the  new  Guefts,  to  fup- 
ply  each  with  w&af  he  prefers,  and  to 
reckon  with  his  Villagers  concerning  the 
Profits.  Thefe  cafual  Profits,  and  the  right 
to  receive  them,  I have  been  affured  have 
been  fold  for  ten  Purfes. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  difcover  the  Ori- 
gin of  a Society  founded  on  fuch  extraordi- 
nary Principles  ; in  the  midfi:  of  the  rigor- 
ous Laws  of  Jealoufy,  Martavan  preferves 
a legal  Licencioufnefs,  fo  reduced  to  con- 
fiant Practice  that  it  feems  the  only  Preju- 
dice of  this  fmall  Community.  The  Head- 
drefs  of  the  Women  of  Martavan  is  peculiar 
to  themfelves  ; it  is  a kind  of  Silver  Hel- 
met, engraved  and  ornamented  with  fmall 
pendant  Pieces  of  Gold.  This  Cap  refem- 
bles  that  of  the  Cauchoifes 

The  Bailiff  of  Martavan  was  not  fo 
immediately  fuccefsful  in  affembling  my 
Effort  as  he  had  been  in  difiributing 
them  commodioufly  ; we  did  not  fet  out 

{m)  A part  of  lAormandy  near  Rouen.  T, 
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fd  early  in  the  Morning  as  I could  have 
deliredé  The  following  Day’s  Journey 
brought  us  to  another  Village^  near  which 
we  encamped*  at  the  foot  of  fome  Moun- 
tains, whence  we  fet  off,  before  Day,  to 
ford  a fmall  River,  in  order  to  (bun  the 
Iron-bridge,  which,  we  were  told,  had 
been  feized  on  by  the  T urcomen. 

Thefe  People,  who,  during  the  Winter, 
refide  in  the  center  of  Afia,  and,  in  Sum- 
mer wander,  with  their  Arms  and  Baggage, 
as  far  as  Syria,  to  find  Pafture  for  their 
Flocks,  are  commonly  efleemed  Nomades  ; 
but  are  no  more  fo  than  the  Spanifh  Shep- 
herds, who,  for  eight  months  together, 
follow  their  Sheep  among  the  Mountains 
of  Andalufia.  They  are  only  affcmbled 
in  a more  numerous  Body,  in  order  to  , 
feize  on,  if  they  are  oppofed,  the  Paftures 
they  find  proper  for  their  purpofe  (N). 

They  never  attempt  to  attack,  nor 
make  War  without  being  provoked;  but 
my  Efcort  had  reafon  to  fear  their  Refent- 
ment  ; the  Troops  of  Aleppo  had  juft  had 
a Skirmifh  with  them,  in  which  a fmall 
number  of  Turcomen,  who  had  impru- 
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dently  feparated  from  their  main  Body, 
had  been  roughly  handled  by  the  Cavalry 
of  the  Pacha.  In  order  therefore  to  fhun 
them,  the  Detachment  which  accompa- 
nied me  took  a circuit  by  the  Mountains 
as  far  as  Antioch  ; where  we  encamped 
on  the  Banks  of  the  Orontes,  after  having 
paffed  over  the  Ruins  of  that  celebrated 
City. 

Its  ancient  Boundary  is  Hill  to  be  dif- 
tinftly  perceived } it  forms  a Parallelo- 
gram, and  Hands  on  a rough  Declivity, 
extending  to  the  top,  to  prevent  its  being 
attacked  from  above.  The  Walls,  which 
run  along  the  Orontes,  prcfent  a complete 
piece  of  Workmanfhip,  Hill  in  high  Pre- 
fervation.  Towers,  the  only  mode  of 
Defence  in  thofe  remote  Times,  are  re- 
maining, which  have  been  built  with  vaft 
Care.  On  the  fide  . of  the  Mountain  are, 
likewife  to  be  found,  the  Ruins  of  Edi- 
fices, which  thefe  Walls  once  enclofed  ; 
but  none  of  them  appeared  to  me  very  re- 
markable. 

My  Efcort,  perpetually  pofTefTed  with 
Fears  of  the  Turcomen,  and  anxious  to 
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avoid  them,  obliged  me  ftill  to  continue 

4 

my  Journey  along  the  Mountains,  beyond 
Antioch,  in  order  to  go  round  the  Lake 
of  the  fame  name,  by  which  we  Ihould 
be  feparated  from  thefe  formidable  Ene- 
mies. . . We  journeyed  on,  very  quietly, 
and  our  brave  Cavaliers  performed  their 
Evolutions,  when,  on  a fudden,  I per- 
ceived them  turn, , and  ride  towards  us. 
The  ^Commander  of  the  Detachment  then 
file  wed  me  the  Tents  of  the  Turcomen, 
pitched  on  the  Banks  of  the  Lake,  near 
which  we  were  to  pafs.  He  appeared  un- 
certain what  meafures  to  take, , but  what 
was  proper  for  me  to  do  did  not  feem  in 
the  leaft  doubtful  : I muft.  continue  my 
Journey.  I perfuaded  my  Efcort  they  had 
nothing  to  fear  in  my  Company,  provided 
they  offered  no  wanton  Infult  to  the  Tur- 
comen. .1  was  quite  certain,  when  I gave 
this  Advice,  that  my  Guards  were  not 
very,  likely  to  neglect  it  ; but  it  was  no 
eafy  Talk  to  keep  my  Company  in  good 
fpirits,  within  fight  of  fix  or  feven  thou- 
fand  Afiatics,  whofe  peaceable  Intentions 
were  at  leafl  doubtful. 
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I took  care  to  cover  my  Efcort  with 
my  fmall  Troop  of  Europeans  ; and  we 
continued  to  march  on,  in  this  order, 
which  had  no  very  hoftilc  Appearance, 
when  we  perceived  a motion  in  the 
Enemy’s  Camp,  from  which  feveral  of 
the  Turcomen  advanced  to  meet  us  ; and 
I foon  had  the  Muficians,  of  the  different 
Hordes,  playing  and  dancing  before  me, 
all  the  time  we  were  paffing  by  the  fide 
of  their  Camp.  I took  leave  of  them,  by 
prefenting  them  with  that  Reward  the 
hope  of  which  had  brought  them  to  at- 
tend us,  and  with  which  they  were  very 
civil  to  go  away  contented. 

We  lodged,  the  fame  Evening,  at  Ma- 
hamout-Kan,  a kind  of  Caftle  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  narrow  Paffes  of  Baylan  fnj. 
We  croffed  the  Mountains  the  next  day. 
The  Turkifh  Government,  in  favour  of 
Commerce  and  Travellers,  has  appointed 
Efcorts  for  their  fecurity  j who,  to  ren- 
der themfelves  more  neceffary,  take  care 

{»)  A continuation  of  Mount  Lebanon  : thefe 
Mountains,  inhabited  by  the  Curds  (O),  join  to  thofc 
of  Caramania. 
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to  pillage  thofe  who  rcfufe  to  employ 
them  ; but,  as  ,thc  manner  in  which  I 
travelled  prevented  this,  they  endeavoured 
to  recommend  themfelves  by  their  great 
Attention. 

I found  a Body  of  them  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  Mountains,  who  were  very  de- 
firous,  on  my  approach,  of  taking  upon 
them  the  defence  of  my  Perfon,  without 
regard  to  the  Detachment  of  Cavalry,  by 
whom  I had  been,  till  then,  fo  well  pro- 
tected ; but  I pofitively  aflured  the  Com- 
mander of  this  Infantry  that,  with  thirty 
Europeans,  I was  more  able  to  guard  him 
than  he  was  to  defend  me  j and  he  gave 
up  his  pretenfions.  I could  not,  how-> 
ever,  refufe  him  the  Permiflion,  he  po- 
litely  requefted,  of  accompanying  me  to 
fome  diftance  j nor  was  I forry  to  have  the 
Society  of  a Native,  capable  of  anfwering 
the  Queftions  I might  wiih  to  a(k,  as  I 
travelled  : he,  accordingly,  followed  only 
by  two  of  his  Soldiers,  walked  on  foot,  by 
jny  Horfe’s  fide. 

He  informed  me  that  the  Curds,  his 
Countrymen,  often  revolted,  and  were 

I 3 never 
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never  under  fubjeâi’on  ; that  their  love  of 
Pillage  rendered  his  Situation  very  trou- 
blefome,  and  that  I ought  to  recommend 
to  the  French,  whom  he  had  a greater 
regard  for  than  any  other  Infidels,  always 
to  apply  to  him,  and  ufe  him  well.  I, 
in  my  turn,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him 
he  would  certainly  be  hanged,  if  any  Mis- 
fortune happened  to  our  Merchants  ; but 
I fancy  neither  of  us  regarded  what  the 
other  faid. 

While  we  were  thus  talking,  I perceiv- 
ed, at  a diftance,  a difmal  rugged  Moun- 
,tain,  which  fecmed  likely  to  be  the  Re- 
treat of  wild  Beafts.  Have  you,  faid  I,  any 
Tigers  in  thefe  parts  ? Tigers  ! anfwered 
he,  lowering  his  Voice  ; if  you  would 
wifh  to  find  fome,  do  but  alight,  and  I 
will  Ihew  you  feveral,  not  thirty  Paces 
from  us.  He  exprefied  himfelf  in  the 
fame  tone  a Gamekeeper  would  inform 
Sportfmcn  of  a Covey  of  Partridges  : but, 
as  this  kind  of  Sport  was  not  much  to  my 
liking,  I difmiffed  my  Companion,  after 
giving  him  a few  Crowns  for  the  trouble 
he  had  taken. 
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This  day’s  Journey,  employed  in  paffing 
Defiles  and  Rocks,  brought  us  to  the  Vil- 
lage of  Baylan,  three  Leagues  from  the 
Sea.  We  encamped  on  the  narrow  fteep, 
on  which  it  is  fituated,  and  were  in  fight 
of  the  Road  where  the  Frigate  lay,  in  which 
we  were  to  re-embark.  There  was  fuffi- 
cient  Day- light  for  us  to  reach  the  City 
of  Alexandretta,  fituated  on  the  Sea-fhore  5 
but  the  Air  is  fo  peftilential  I was  per- 
fuaded  not  to  fleep  there. 

% 

Baylan  is,  for  that  reafon,  a place  of 
Refuge,  for  thofe  Fadtors  whom  Com- 
merce brings  to  Alexandretta.  Yet,  not- 
withftanding  the  care  they  take  to  con- 
tinue in  that  unwholefome  Atmofphere  as 
fhort  a time  as  poffible,  and  return  to 
Baylan,  to  breathe  in  one  more  healthy, 
they  feldom  refift,  long,  the  pernicious 
EfFedls  of  this  mephitic  Air.  This  is  cer- 
tainly owing  to  the  neighbouring  Marthes  j 
but  the  deftrudtive  quality  of  thefe  Va- 
pours is  to  be  derived  from  Caufes  more 
remote.  Indeed,  it  is  evident  that,  the 
Mountains  round  Alexandretta,  being  too 
high  to  fuffer  them  to  efcape,  by  uniting 
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and  condenfing  them,  in  this  burning 
Climate,  are  the  real  Caufe  of  the  noxi- 
ous Air  of  that  City  ; nor  have  I ever 
obferved  an  unhealthy  Air,  without  difco-  ' 
vering  its  Caufe,  in  a Situation  çvery  way 
ïimildiV  foj, 

Alexandretta  was  the  termination  pf  our 
daily  Encampments,  of  which,  I be- 
gan to  grow  tired.  We  arrived  there  time 
enough  to  conclude  the  buhnefs  I had  to 
tranfadt  before  Night  ; and,  after  having 
fatisfied  the  Avidity  of  rpy  Efcort,  I went, 
in  the  Evening,  pn  board  the  Atalanta,  and, 
the  Wind  being  favourable,  we  weighed 
anchor  immediately,  and  had  flill  time 
enough  left  to  double  Cape  St,  Andrew. 

To  the  fouthward  of  this  Head-land, 
the  moft  eafterly  of  the  Ille  of  Cyprus, 
towards  which  we  were  directing  our 
courle,  is  fituated  the  City  of  Famagooila, 
fo  famous  for  its  rehftance  againft  the 

Turks,  when  they  took  it  front  the  Vene- 

, \ 

fo)  The  Vapours,  from  the  Rice-grounds  of  Egypt, 
meet  with  no  Obftacle  to  impede  their  Paffage  j they 
j>afs  off  freely,  and  therefore  never  corrupt. 
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dans,  and  for  their  treachery  towards  the 
Commander  who  furrendered  this  City. 

We  found  ourfelves,  the  next  Mora- 
ing,  oppofite  the  Cape  called  the  Greek- 
Girls  Cape  ; and  anchored,  before 
Noon,  in  the  Road  of  Arnaca,  where  the 
French  Merchants  and  Conful  refide.  The 
Town,  which  for  its  commercial  con- 
venience is  preferred  to  Nicolia^/»^,  is 
fituated  a quarter  of  a League  from  the 
Sea.  The  Houfes  of  the  different  Con- 
fuls,  thofe  of  the  Merchants,  and  the 
Affluence  which  Commerce  always  pro- 
cures to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  place  in 
which  it  is  eflablifhed,  give  this  little 
Town  a very  agreeable  appearance. 

The  Revenues  of  the  Ifle  of  Cyprus 
are  appropriated  to  a Sultana  ; and  this 
Kingdom,  difmembered  from  the  Vene^ 
tian  Territories,  is,  at  prefent,  governed 
by  a Muflelim,  who,  as  well  as  the  Greek  ' 
Metropolitan,  refides  at  Nicofia.  The 
Adminiftration  of  thefe  two  Chiefs,  the 
pne  in  Temporal  and  the  other  in  Spiri- 

(p)  The  Capital  of  the  lils  of  Cyprus. 
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tuai  Matters,  has  produced  its  Effets  To 
rapidly  that  the  Advantages  and  Produc- 
tions of  the  Climate  have  not  been  able 
to  ftand  againft  them  ; and  this  beautiful 
'Country  only  prefents  a Picture  of  Defo- 
lation  and  Mifery.  Amorous-Fountain, 
Amathon,  and  Paphos,  only  contain  a 
few  wretched  Inhabitants,  covered  with 
Rags. 

' The  Taxes,  with  which  the  Cyprians 
are  loaded,  were,  originally,  impofed  when 
the  lüand  was  much  more  populous,  but 
muft  ftill  be  fupported  by  a far  lefs  num- 
ber. of  Inhabitants  ; and  this,  forcing 
them  to  emigrate,  increafes  every  Year  the 
Mifery  of  thofe  who  cannot  efcape  fuch 
horrible  Tyranny.  But  the  Means  they 
are  forced  to  employ  to  fatisfy  overgrown 
Impofition,  by  exhaufting  the  only  real 
Source  of  Riches,  will  foon  avenge  them 
of  their  Tyrants,  and  oblige  them  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Wretchednefs  of  their  Slaves. 
The  Wines  of  Cyprus,  that  depend  for 
their  Sale  on  their  Quality,  which  they 
can  only  acquire  by  Age,  and  being  properly 
drained  when  firft  made,  have  already  loft 

their 
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their  Value,  by  the  exportation  of  old  Calks, 
from  remaining  in  which  they  acquired  a 
particular  flavour,  and  which  formerly  were 
not  to  be  bought,  but  which  Poverty  has 
long  fince  obliged  them  to  fell.  The  Ve- 
netians have  obtained  the  moft  ancient  j 
but  private  Intereft,  when  it  gave  way  to 
this  Speculation,  did  not  forefee  that,  by 
inverting  its  mode,  it  mufl:  injure  itfelf; 
and  that  a meafure  which  takes  from  the 
Cultivator  the  power  of  cultivating  to  the 
greatefl:  Advantage,  by  rooting  up  the  Vine, 
mufl:  render  the  Calk  ufelefs  fqj. 

The  abundance  and  variety  of  Produc- 
tions, which  fpontaneoully  cover  the  Illc 
of  Cyprus,  make  us  regret  that  Tourne- 
fort,  the  celebrated  Botanift,  Ihould  have 
negledted  to  vifit  this  Illand.  The  Re- 
fearches,  which  might  there  ealily  be  made, 
would  not  need  to  be  extended  over  the 

{q)  The  Wines  of  Cyprus  generally  have  a ftrong 
tafte  of  Pitch,  which  they  derive  from  the  Skins  in 
which  they  are  put,  pure  from  the  Wine-prefs,  till 
they  are  poured  into  the  Cafks.  Thefe  Wines  lofe  that 
tafte  when  they  grow  old  j and  have  the  good  Property, 
if  they  are  genuine,  of  never  becoming  four. 
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Coaft  of  Caramania,  where  it  would  be 
more  dangerous  to  herborize.  The  prox- 
imity and  fimilarity  of  the  Soil  of  Cyprus, 
to  that  of  the  Continent  of  Aha,  leave 
no  doubt  but  their  vegetable  Productions 
are  perfectly  alike  ; and  I was  forry  the 
Seafon  was  not  proper  for  the  Enquiries 
of  a Young  Naturalift,  whom  M.  Poif- 
fonnier  had  placed  on  board  the  Frigate 
as  principal  Surgeon. 

We  left  Cyprus,  coafting  the  Ifland 
quite  to  its  wefterly  point;  whence  the 
Frigate  took  its  departure  for  Rhodes,  and 
anchored  oppofite  that  famous  Tower  where 
the  Valour  of  the  European  Nobility,  dif- 
puting  the  Laurel  with  the  great  Soliman, 
yielded  nothing  but  the  Field  of  Battle. 

Several  Armories,  of  the  Knights  Hof- 
pitallers,  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  City 
of  Rhodes;  and  this  Ifland,  originally  the 
Terror  of  the  Turks,  is  ftill  formidable 
to  all  the  Archipelago,  by  the  mainte- 
nance of  two  Galleys,  intended  to  defend 
it  from  the  Maltefe  Corfairs,  but  which 
only  lerve  to  give  difturbance  to  the  Inha- 
bitants of  the  neighbouring  Iflands.  The 

Govern- 
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Government  of  Rhodes  is  given  to  a Pacha 
of  two  Tails,  who  is  frequently  abfcnt. 
The  Nafir^ry  is,  next  to  him,  the  moft 
dangerous  Perfon  ; and  the  Abufe  of  his 
Authority  falls  more  particularly  on  the 
Europeans.  He  who  poffefled  this  Office^ 
when  I arrived  at  Rhodes,  had  rendered 
himfelf  dreaded  by  his  Extortions  ; but, 
covetous  with  one  hand  and  liberal  with 
the  other,  he  always  purchafed  Impunity 
with  the  Produce  of  his  Oppreffions. 

Such  is  the  Syftem  which  governs  the 
Ottoman  Empire  : It  connives  at  the  Pro- 
tits  made  by  the  Minifters  of  the  Porte, 
and  the  Grand  Seignior  finds  this  the  Foun- 
tain which  fills  his  private  Treafure.  In 
no  cafe  can  any  thing,  once  feized,  return 
to  the-  Opprefied,  from  whom  it  has  been 
extorted  ; and  the  Raya,  who  knows  well, 
that  Complaints  can  only  caufe  a Divifion  of 
the  Cake,  and  at  the  fame  time  excite  frefh 
Appetite,  is  wife  enough  to  keep  filence. 

I fhall  not  fpeak  of  the  particular  Cuf- 
toms  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Rhodes  ; nor 

. (r)  Superintendant  of  the  Cuftoms, 
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of  what  is  moft  remarkable  in  this  IHand. 
Thefe  have  been  defcribed  by  the  Count 
de  Choifeul-Gouffier  j and,  as  his  Voyage 
contains  an  account  of  the  reft  of  Greece, 
which  remained  for  me  to  viht,  I ftiall 
confine  myfelf  to  an  Examination  of  the 
Turkhh  Government,  at  a diftance  from 
their  Capital.  (P)  I ought,  however,  in  or- 
der to  accomplifti  the  Purpofe  I propofed  in 
writing  thefe  Memoirs,  to  bear  Teftimony 
to  the  Accuracy  of  the  Count  de  Choiieul. 
He  has  negledted  nothing  of  Importance, 
and  certainly  deferves  great  Praife  for 
having  defcribed  Ancient  Greece,  without 
ever  confounding  it  with  thofe  Peculiari- 
ties which  charadterize  the  Modern. 

The  bad  "Weather  concurred  with  the 
Difcharge  of  my  Duty  to  make  me  pafs  a 
part  of  the  Winter  at  Smyrna  j we  left 
Rhodes,  and  coafted  along  Afia  fsj  on  our 
way  to  that  Port.  (Q^)  This  Paflage,  which 
at  any  other  time  would  have  afforded  us 
the  moft  charming  Profpedts,  was  ex- 


(j)  It  is  in  thefe  Latitudes  that  the  fineft  Spunges 
are  found.  . 
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tremely  difagreeable  ; efpecially  oppofite 
the  Gulph  of  Stanchio.  We  there  met 
with  a very  violent  Storm,  and,  after  hav- 
ing beat  about  near  the  Cape,  all  night, 
we  bore  away  the  next  day  for  the  Rocks 
of  the  Pacha. 

A ■ ihor-t  time  after  we  had  gained  this 
Shelter,  we  faw  a Venetian  Veffel  arrive, 
which  came  to  anchor  near  us.  The  Cap- 
tain informed  us  that,  as  foon  as  the  Gale 
came  on,  not  knowing  where  to  direct 
their  Courle,  nor  able  to  take  an  Obferva- 
tion,  they  had  faftened  to  the  Prow  an 
Image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  to  which  they 
had  committed  the  Guidance  of  their  Vef- 
lel.  In  this  manner  thefe  very  fortu- 
nate Mariners  had  traverfed  a Sea  'replete 
with  Rocks  ; but  it  is  terrible  to  refled; 
that  nothing  more  is  neceflTary  than  fuch  a 
fuccefsful  Accident  to  infure  their  Deftruc- 
tion  the  next  time  they  were  in  Danger. 

As  we  pafled  between  the  Spalmadore 
Iflands  and  the  Port  of  Tchefmai,  I had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  Stage  on 
which  Ignorance  had  played  its  mofl;  ca- 
pital Part.  There  were  Perfons  ftill  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  to  weigh  up  the  remainder  of  the 
Brafs-cannon,  funk  in  this  Gulph  j and 
thofe  to  whom  this  Bufinefs  was  entrufted 
applied  to  their  own  profit  as  many  Frag- 
ments as  they  could  convey  away,  to  fell 
to  the  heft  Bidder  ffj. 

At  a fmall  diftance  from  Tchefmai,  we 
doubled  Cape  Cara  Boornoo,  which  forms 
a fpacious  and  deep  Harbour,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  which  the  City  of  Smyrna  is  fitu- 
ated.  This  Port  is  the  emporium  of  Afia  ; 
and  may  be  confidered  as  the  principal  feat 
of  Commerce,  in  the  Levant,  both  for 
Exports  and  Imports.  The  riches  of 
fome  Perfons  of  large  Property,  main- 
tain in  the  Environs  of  Smyrna  a Syf- 
tem  of  Independence,  the  Progrels  of 
which  increafes  every  day.  They  rely 

(/)  Such  methods  of  making  Advantage,  at  the  ex- 
pence of  the  Grand  Seignior,  have  been  fo  impudently 
praâifed  that  a Pacha,  of  the  Morea,  has  been  known 
to  faw  off  the  Muzzles  of  the  Cannon,  at  Coron,  to  fell 
the  Metal  : this  ingenious  mode  of  robbing  the  Ar- 
tillery, without  diminilhing  the  number  of  Pieces, 
may  have  been  blamed,  but  it  certainly  was  never 
punifhed. 

prin- 
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principally  on  the  Power  of  Money,  and 
this  Power  is  Irrefiftible. 

It  is  likewife  to  be  remarked  that  the 
Efforts  made  by  the  Porte,  for  fome  years, 
to  deftroy  one  of  thefe  Agas  fuj,  have  lefs 
terrified  the  reff  than  fhewn  the  weaknefs 
of  the  Defpot.  It  even  increafed  their 
Pride  to  fee  the  Capitan-Pacha  ordered 
to  go,  in  perfon,  and  inveft  the  houfe  of 
their  Companion  ; and  the  Cruelties  which 
that  great  Admiral  exercifed,  after  his- 
Vi(5lory,  on  People  without  Defence,  whom 
he  rnaffacred  in  a moft  mercilefs  manner, 
can  have  no  other  effeft  but  to  produce  a 
more  obftinate  Refiftance  in  any  other 
cafe  of  the  like  nature.  (R) 

From  thefe  Agas  Commerce  procures 
Its  Returns  ; receives  Cotton,  and  brings 
back  other  Commodities,  balancing  its 
Accounts  in  Specie.  Sometinaes,  indeed, 
it  is  fubjeâ:ed  to  fome  little  Extortions  ; 
but  the  intereft  of  Trade  always  prefcribes 
Law  to  both  Parties,  and  the  Mifchief  is 
feldom  fo  great  as  to  difunite  them, 

(a)  This  is  the  Title  given  to  all  Rich  Men  without 
anploy  ; and  cfpecially  to  wealthy  Landholders, 
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The  Commerce  of  Smyrna  extends  its 
Branches  over  the  whole  of  Afia  Minor  ; 
by  the  means  of  Caravans,  they  carry  our 
Languedoc  Cloths,  which  the  Merchants 
of  the  Country  buy  wholefale,  to  fupply 
the  interior  Parts  of  thofe  extenfive  Pro- 
vinces. 

Nothing  now  remained  to  complete  my 
Tour,  but  to  Coaft  the  European  fide  of 
the  Archipelago,  which  I therefore  eroded, 
to  Salonica,  one  of  the  great  Pachaliks  of 
Turkey  in  Europe. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  Gulph,  which 
leads  thither,  we  fee  the  famous  Mount 
Athos,  at  prefent  called  Monte -Santo, 
and  only  inhabited  by  Greek  Monks. 
Some  Narratives  have  pretended  they  pof- 
fefs  a Collection  of  valuable  Manuferipts  ; 
but  it  is  much  more  certain  they  do  not 
read  them.  It  is  equally  true  that  the 
Books  of  the  ancient  Theflalonica,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  Conftantinople,  have  been, 
fince  the  Conquefl  of  thofe  places,  locked 
up  ; and  that  the  Barbarians  have  poured 
melted  Lead  into  the  Locks,  fo  that  the 
Remains  of  Grecian  Literature,  delivered 

into 
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îiito  the  hands  of  Superftition  and  Igno- 
rance, are  fo  carefully  concealed,  by  thofe 
Enemies  of  Learning*  that  we  can  fcarcely 
flatter  ourfelves  we  Ihall  ever  be  able  to 
recover  any  Fragments  of  it  from  their 
Tyranny. 

The  nature  of  the  Turkifli  Government 
is  well  difplayed  at  Salonica,  by  the  Op- 
pofition  which  Defpotifm  there  experi- 
ences from  the  Soldiery.  The  turbulent 
Spirit  of  the  Military  Force,  which  al- 
ways increafes,  when  oppofed  ' by  feeble 
Meafures,  and  feizes,  itfelf,  all  the  au- 
thority of  which  it  can  deprive  the  So- 
vereign Power,  has  ufurped  the  Govern-  * 
ment  of  Salonica.  Many  Pachas  have 
fucceflively  been  its  Vicftims  ; but  this 
Oppofitioii  to  Defpotifm,  far  from  de- 
ftroying  its  Effedts,  only  ferves  to  increafe 
its  Tyranny  j and  the  Janiflary  Aga,  the 
Officers  who  command  under  him,  and 
every  private  Janiflary,  are  fo  many  Ty- 
rants, whom  the  Porte  oppofes  with  Cau- 
tion, the  Pacha  fears,  and  who  are  the 
Terror  of  the  whole  Country. 
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The  Pradice  ufual  with  the  Turks,  of 
keeping  permanent  Garrifons,  added  to  the 
want  of  Difcipline  among  the  Troops, 
give  them,  “in  fome  fort,  the  Property  of 
the  Place  at  which  they  are  flationed  ; they 
there  exercife  Rights  confecrated  by  Cuf- 
tom,  which  they  unite  to  maintain, 
though  entirely  oppofite  to  the  good  Order 
of  the  State. 

It  is  on  this  Principle  that  the  Gali- 
ondgis  monopolize  the  Sale  of  Lambs,  at 
Conftantinople,  and  force  People  to  buy 
them.  The  Turkilh  Soldiers,  in  every 
City,  enjoy  Privileges  of  the  fame  nature  ; 
and  their  Union  gives  frefh  force  to  the 
fpirit  of  Fraud  which  attacks  the  Trea- 
fury.  This  Knavery  prevails  over  all  the 
Coafts  of  the  Archipelago  ; where  the  ex- 
portation of  Corn  is  the  principal  Article 
of  Clandeftine  Commerce. 

The  Prohibitions  of  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior, fo  much  the  more  fevere  as  he  is 
himfelf  the  Monopolizer  of  this  Commo- 
dity, are  of  no  effcd  ; and  the  Com- 
manders of  the  Galliots,  employed  to  pre- 
vent the  Exportation,  are  the  firft  to  pro- 
mote 
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mote  it/  for  a proper  Confideration  paid  ' 
them  in  advance.  They  .then  fix  the  Sta- 
tion  of  the  Galliot,  and  that  v^diere  the 
Ship  thall  take  in  its  illicit  Loading,  with 
the  time  which  fliall  be  allowed  for  that 
Purpofe.  The  Country  Boats  bring  the 
Corn  from  the  Coaft,  and  Grecian  and 
Turkifii  Vefiels  are  employed  in  the  fame 
Service  ; nothing  of  which  is  noticed 
by  the  Galliot  ; and  Covetoufnefs,  taking 
advantage  of  Negligence,  gives  itlelf  up 
to  every  kind  of  Fraud. 

The  cutting  of  Wood,  upon  the  Coaft, 
is  equally  an  Object  of  Pillage,  The  moft 
powerful  Individual  of  the  Country  af- 
fumes  the  Right  of  difpofing  of  this  Pror- 
perty  ; and  the  Navigator,  who  buys 
fraudulently,  and  endeavours  to  better  his 
Bargain,  neceftarily  encourages  this  Spirit 
of  Rapine,  which  annihilates  all  good 
Order,  and  caufes  the  State,  which  fur- 
nifhes  him  with  Sailors,  to  fuftèr  incon- 
ceivable Lofles, 

On  leaving  Salonica,  I paid  a vifit  to 
the  Ifiands  of  St.  George  of  Squire,  Pa- 
ros, Naxia,  and  Sira.  Thefe  Ifiands,  as 

K 3 well 


150 


MEMOIRS  OF 


well  as  thofe  which  fill  the  Archipelago, 
are  either  given  as  a Revenue  to  fome  In- 
dividuals, who  difpofe  of  them  as  they 
pleafe,  or  are  under  the  immediate  Go- 
vernment of  the  Capitan-Pacha  ; but  the 
Inhabitants,  whofe  common  intereft  it  is 
to  keep  all  Turkilli  Officers  at  a diftance, 
always  folicit  the  farming  of  their  own 
Iflands.  Defpotifm,  alfo,  has  its  Views, 
and  muft  ever  have  fome  head  to  cut  off, 
or  fome  wretched  Criminal  to  hang  j the 
Republican  Form  of  Government,  which 
is  always  that  of  little  Societies,  cannot 
therefore  accord  with  thefe  views.  It 
muft  have  a Head,  a fubaltern  Defpot  j 
and  the  Greek,  who  obtains  this  Dignity, 
feldom  deceives  its  Hopes. 

On  our  Departure  from  Sira,  we  fet 
fail  for  Naples  of  Romania.  This  City 
Hands  at  the  bottom  of  the  Gulph  w'hich 
bears  its  name,  and  which,  with  that  of 
Lepanto,  forms  the  Peninfula  of  the  Mo-r 
rea.  (S)  It  was  then  the  Refidence  of  the 
Pacha  who  governs  this  part  of  Turkey 
in  Europe.  He  had  been  obliged  to  take 
refuge  there,  to  fecure  himfelf  from  the 

Tu- 
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Tumults  which  laid  wafte  the  Morea  5 
and  which  were  owing  to  the  Albanians 
having  been  employed,  to  defend  it  againft 
the  Invafion  of  the  Ruffians. 

• Thefe  Troops  the  Porte  was  defirous  to 
get  rid  of  ; but  they  refufed  to  depart  ' 
without  the  payment  of  their  Arrears, 
which  they  alledged  were  due  and  kept 
back.  The  Grand  Seignior  required  im- 

t 

plicit  Obedience  5 the  Albanians  demand- 
ed to  be  paid  ; and  their  Demands  conti- 
nually increafed  with  their  Infolence.  The 
Pacha,  charged  with  the  Négociation,  had 
neither  Money  nor  Forces  to  condudt  it 
properly  ; his  Orders  from  Conftantino- 
plc,  neverthelefs,  preffed  him  to  finiffi  it  ; 
and  fome  rigorous  Proceedings,  always 
mifplaced  when  they  cannot  be  fupported, 
only  ferved  to  unite  the  Revolted,  whofe 
firft  Exploit  wa?  to  feize  upon  Tripolitza, 
the  Capital  of  this  Kingdom, 

The  Retirement  of  the  Pacha  had  been 
didlated  by  his  immediate  Fears  ; but  he 
had  his  Fears  of  the  Porte,  as  well  as  of 

I 

the  Albanians.  His  Situation  was  embar- 
raffing.  I had  known  him  at  Conftanti- 
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nople,  while  he  poffefTed  the  Office  of  firffi 
Equerry,  and  I found  him  bafy  in  making 
Preparations  for  the  Siege  of  Tripolitza. 

This  Turk,  accuftomed  to  fee  me  em- 
ployed and  entrufted  by  the  Grand  Seignior 
in  all  military  Operations,  made  no  doubt 
but  I ffiould  exert  myfelf  in  the  Reduction 
of  the  Rebels  of  the  Morea.  The  Army  he 
had  collected,  the  Command  of  which  he 
defigned  for^me,  was  onlycompofed  of  Vo- 
lunteers j his  domeftics  were  of  the  num- 
ber/ and  this  Body  appeared  more  ani- 
mated with  the  expe(ftation  of  ‘Plunder 
than  the  love  of  Glory. 

I obferved,  likewife,  that  tlie  Pacha, 
Very  certain  of  both,  if  he  fucceeded, 
made  ufe  of  his  Authority  to  prevent  ex- 
pofing  his  Perfon.  I amufed  myfelf  for 
fome  time  with  his  Embarfaffinents  and 
Importunities,  and,  at  length,  concluded, 
by  telling  him,  I neither  ought,  nor  was 
able,  to  take  upon  me  a Commiffion  fo 
foreign  to  that  with  which  I was  entrufted. 
He  thought  this  only  proceeded  from  my 
Ill-will  towards  him  j and  1 had  no  more 
fuceefs  when  I endeavoured  to  .perfuade 

him 
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him  he  hiaifelf  was  the  only  Perfon  pro- 
per to  condu(5t  this  Enterprize,  in  which 
his  , Prefence  could  have  more  efFedt  than 
that  of  the  military  Force  under  his  Com- 
mand» 

His  Determination  to  remain  at  Naples 
of  Romania  was  not  to  be  lhaken.  I 
left  him  a Prey  to  the  diforder  of  his 
Ideas,  and  the  abfurdity  of  his  Projects  fxj, 
and  departed  for  Tunis,  where  I was  to 
finifh  my  Infpeclion. 

After  having  touched  at  Malta,  and  put 
into  Lampadoofe,  we  doubled  Cape  Bon, 
and  anchored  oppohte  the  new  Caftle  of  the 
Gooletta,  whence  I failed  to  Tunis. 

This  City,  htuated  on  the  Border  of  a 
Lake,  or  rather  a Shallow,  which  has  the 
form  of  a Lake,  and  communicates  with 
the  Gulph  by  a narrow  Channel,  is  to- 
lerably large,  well  built,  and  pafl'ably  de- 
fended, by  the  Fort  on  the  Sea-fide,  and 
by  fome  fm aller  ones  on  the  Heights  which 

(x)  I was,  however,  obliged  to  fliew  the  Commander 
of  the  Artillery  theufeof  Grenade  Mortars,  and  the  man- 
ner of  preparing  their  Fuzees  ; but  it  was  long  before 
the  Porte  could  quell  the  Difturbances  in  the  Morea. 

furround 
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furround  it.  This  Situation,  probably  firft 
chofen  by  fome  Fithermen,  to  whom  that 
of  almoft  all  the  maritime  Cities  is  to  be 
afcribed,  appeared  to  the  Tunifians  to  be 
preferable  to  that  of  Carthage  ; as  foon  as, 
enriched  by  Rapine,  they  dared  openly  to 
attack  the  Trade  of  every  Nation. 

It  might  well  be  expeded  that  their 
Piracies  would  invite  them  to  fecure  them- 
felves  from  a Bombardment.  The  Emi- 
'nence  on  which  the  Ruins  of  Carthage, 
that  ancient  Rival  of  Rome,  are  ftill  to 
be  feen,  advances  into  the  middle  of  the 
Gulph,  and,  on  that  account,  would  have 
expofed  the  Tunifians  to  be  taken  by  Sur- 
prife,  the  only  kind  of  Attack  which  they 
have  to  dread,  fo  long  as  the  Policy  of 
Europe,  with  its  Telefcope  in  its  Hand, 
to  aflift  its  Obfervations  on  diftant  Coun- 
tries, fhall  not  be  able  to  difcover  what  is 
really  to  its  Advantage. 

The  Aqueduds  of  Carthage  are  ftill 
to  be  feen,  near  Tunis  ; and  about  fix 
Leagues  within  the  Land  is  the  great 
Refervoir  for  Water,  certainly  the  only 
Monument  of  thofe  Times  which  pre- 

ferves 
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isrves  any  appearance  of  Magnificence. 
The  Ruins,  heaped  up  on  the  Eminence, 
undoubtedly  have  none  ; and  it  is  only  by 
diligent  fearch  that  any  Traces  of  it  can 
be  difcovered  in  the  golden  Medals,  which 
Time  has  been  unable  to  defiroy,  and 
of  which  I have  feen  a Colled:ion, . at 
Tunis,  that  appeared  to  me  very  valu- 
able. 

The  Dignity  of  Bey  is  hereditary  j his 
Authority  is  abfolute,  and  extends  into 
Africa,  over  a vaft  Traét  of  Country,  of 
which  he  receives  the  Tribute,  with  a 
fmall  Army,  which  marches  out  annually 
for  that  purpofe. 

This  Revenue  is  added  to  the  Tenths, 
the  Capitation,  the  Share  of  Prizes,  and 
the  Cuftoms,  which  the  Sovereign  receives. 
But  the  Trade  and  Induftry  of  the  Tuni- 
fians  are  the  real  Bafis  of  their  Riches,  and 
produce  a fort  of  Affability,  which  diflin- 
guifiies  them  from  other  Nations  on  that 
Coaft. 

The  Bey  refides  at  fome  dllfance  from  • 
the  City.  His  Refidence  is  named  the 
Barda  ; and  this  Palace,  encompaffed  with 
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Walls,  and  flanked  with  Towers,  prefents 
us,  within,  with  a Magnificence  not  pro- 
mifed  by  its  exterior  Appearance.  What 
I thought  the  mofl:  remarkable  was  a 
very  fpacious  Court,  furrounded  with 
Buildings,  raifed  on  a Colonnade  of 
white  Marble.  There  arc  likewile  A- 
partments,  very  elegantly  fitted  up  for 
fuch  a Country  ; but  thofe  who  have 
formed  their  Judgment  of  the  Barda 
only  from  the  Hall  of  the  Divan,  in 
'which  the  Bey  receives  Strangers  in  form, 
will  conceive  no  very  high  Idea  of  its 
Grandeur. 

It  was,  perhaps,  in  order  to  add  to 
mine,  that  the  firfl:  Minifter  appointed 
me  a private  Audience  in  the  Hall 
of  the  Treafury.  I know  not  whether 
the  Coffer,  which  ferved  us  for  a Seat, 
was  full  of  Gold,  as  well  as  the  reft  with 
which  that  Hall  was  filled.  I only  faw 
a Wardrobe,  or,  rather,  the  Back-fhop  of 
an  old  Clothes-man,  where  the  Commo- 
dities he  deals  in  are  heaped  up  ; but  I 
was  not  the  lefs  delighted  with  the  Good- 
humour,  Underftanding,  and  Penetration 

of 
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of  this  Barbarian,  with  whom  I was  to 
tranfadl  iny  Bufinefs. 

I had  alfo  a particular  Audience  of  the 
Son  of  the  Bey,  then  reigning,  and  who  has 
lately  fucceeded  his  Father,  I had  been 
previoufly  informed  of  the  Timidity  of 
this  young  Prince,  and  took  great  care  to 
infpire  him  with  Confidence. 

I have  feen,  at  Barda,  a great  number 
of  Slaves  of  all  Nations  5 but  the  fight 
never  opprefied  me  with  thofe  difmal  Ideas 
ufually  entertained,  with  refpe^t  to  their 
Condition.  I faw  them  well'  clothed, 
well  fed,  and  well  treated  ; and  I doubt 
whether  numbers  of  them,  even  thofe 
who  are  Flome  fick,  would  have  any  great 
reafon  to  rejoice  in  a Ranfom.  It  is  pof- 
fible,  indeed,  that  the  Slaves  fold  in  the 
interior  part  of  the  Country,  or  to  fome 
private  Perfons,  who  only  purchafe  them 
on  Speculation,  may  not  be  fo  fortunate 
as  thofe  who  ferve  the  Sovereign,  or  great 
Men.  It  is,  however,  to  be  prefumed  • 
that  the  Avarice  of  their  Mafier  mili* 
tates  in  their  Favour  ; and,  after  all,  it 
niuft  be  confefied,  the  Europeans,  alone, 
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ill-treat  their  Slaves.  The  Caufe  of  this^ 
no  doubt,  is  that  in  the  Eaft  they 
amafs  Wealth  to  buy  them  ; but  here 
they  buy  them  to  amafs  Wealth.  In 
the  Eaft  they  are  the  enjoyment  of 
Avarice  ^ in  Europe  its  Inftrument.  Let 
us  carry  into  a neutral  Country  a Negro 
from  our  Colonies,  and  a European 
Slave  from  Tunis.  It  is  before  fuch  a 
Tribunal  I would  wifh  the  Queftion  to  be 
heard. 

f 

The  Character  of  the  Tunifians,  their 
Paflions,  and  every  thing  which  confti- 
tutes  their  Manners,  partake  of  the 
Influence  of  the  burning  Climate  of 
Africa.  Though  the  Imagination  of  the 
Rich  among  thefe  People,  as  well  as 
' among  the  Turks,  is  neceffarily  fatiated 
by  a Plurality  of  Wives,  yet  the  Confti- 
tution  of  the  Africans,  who  cannot  indulge 
in  the  fame,  impels  them  to  greater  Er- 
rors nothing  flops  their  Ardour  ; it  hur- 
ries them  even  beyond  the  intended  Limits 
of  Nature. 

Thofe  who  imagine  the  negleâ:  of 
Cleanlinefs  to  be  the  principal  Caufe  of 
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the  unhealthinefs  of  Cities  will  be  afto- 
nifhed  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Tunis  can 
cxift,  in  the  infedled  Atmofphere  they 
breathe.  It  is  occalioned  by  the  putrid 
Emanations  of  a Channel,  which  conveys 
all  the  Filth  of  this  City  to  a neighbour- 
ing Lake;  which  Lake,  likewife,  pro- 
duces Exhalations  that  appear  no  lefs 
dangerous  ; and  the  falubrity  of  the  Air 
of  Tunis  can  only  be  attributed  to  the 
depth  of  the  Valley,  which  comes  down 
to  the  Gulph,  and  which,  by  attradiing 
the  Vapours  of  the  Channel,  and  the  Lake, 
does  not  allow  them  time  to  acquire  that 
degree  of  Corruption  which  would  render 
them  hurtful  to  the  Conditution  of  the  In- 
habitants. 

On  leaving  Tunis,  I had  an  opportu- 
nity of  obferving  the  remains  of  (he 
Fort  which  Charles  V.  of  Spain  caufed 
to  be  built  there.  The  Sands,  cad  up  by 
the  Tides,  have  placed  fome  fmall  Dif- 
tance  between  it  and  the  Sea  ; which  is, 
no  doubt,  the  reafon  why  the  Tunifians 
have  fubdituted  that  of  Gooletta  in  its 
dead. 


We 


^ MEMOIRS, 


160 

We  left  this  Road  to  proceed  to  Tou«i 
Ion  ; and  here  I fhall  conclude  thefe  Me-» 
moirs,  which  I never  fhould  have  writ- 
ten, had  I not  believed  they  might  prove 
ufeful. 
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Striâures  and  Remarks 

I 

ON  THE  PRECEDING 

memoirs. 

I 

A C C E P T my  thanks.  Sir,  for  the 
Memoirs  which  you  were  fo  obliging  as  to 
fend  me.  I read  them  with  eagernefs  the 
moment  I received  them.  On  a firfi:  and 
hafty  perufal,  I perceived  and  admired 
the  elegant  wit,  vivacity,  and  multipli- 
city of  talents  poffeffed  by  the  Baron  de 
Tott,  and  followed  that  agreeable  writer 
through  a flowery  path.  On  a fécond  and 
more  careful  examination,  however,  1 dif- 
covered  feveral  errors,  and  was  convinced 
that  he  had  not  communicated  with  fuffi- 
cient  exadnefs  that  profound  knowledge 
which  a long  continuance  in  Turkey,  an 
accurate  acquaintance  with  the  language, 
and  the  important  affairs  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged,  mufl:  have  given  him  of  the 
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government,  laws>  manners,  cuftoms,  and 
charaders  of  the  Turks.  He  appears,  in- 
deed, to  have  treated  in  too  curfory  a man- 
ner a fubjed  of  which  we  might  have  ex- 
peded,  from  him,  a more  extenfive  invefti- 
gation  : I,  befides,  cannot  but  believe  the 
Ottoman  nation  may  be  feen  in  a more  ad- 
vantageous point  of  view,  than  that  in  which 
it  is  exhibited  in  thefe  Memoirs. 

You  have  requefted  from  me  a critical 
examination  of  this  Work.  But  this  is  al- 
ready to  be  found  in  the  Mercure  of  Dec. 
25,  1784,  No.  52;'\and  I am  well  con- 
vinced that  any  thing  I might  produce 
would  be  far  from  equal  to  the  Criticifm 
of  M.  Mallet  du  Pan.  In  fad,  I do  not  be- 
lieve it  poffible,  without  particular  and  lo- 
cal knowledge,  to  form  a more  accurate 
general  idea  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  than 
is  there  to  be  found.  Thofe  who  wifh  to 
be  informed  of  the  true  prefent  Rate  of  the 
Turks,  may  with  propriety  be  referred  to 
this  fliort  eflay.  M.  du  Pan,  though  pro- 
bably he  has  never  been  in  Turkey,  has 
made,  in  his  clofet,  obfervations  on  that 
nation  with  the  difeernment  of  a Montef- 
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quieu.  It  is  certainly  fuch  as  he  has  con- 
ceived, nor  do  I know  any  thing  which  is 
written  with  more  judgment  than  his  re- 
marks. 

In  compliance  with  your  requeft,  how- 
ever, I fhall  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  lay 
before  you  fome  obfervations  on  the  princi- 
pal errors  I have  noticed,  and  point  out  to 
you  fome  imperfections  {pulchro  in  opere 
ncevos)  in  a work  of  acknowledged  merit 
and  beauty.  Indeed  I cannot  but  believe 
the  Memoirs  mutilated,  and  not  fuch  as 
they  would  have  been  publifhed  by  Baron 
de  Tott  : I find  in  them  miftakes  which 
could  not  have  been  made  by  a man  of  his 
abilities  and  underftanding,  fo  long  and  fo 
well  acquainted  with  the  Turks,  and  fo 
perfectly  verfed  in  their  language.  I am 
rather  inclined  to  fuppofe  he  mull  have 
fuffered  by  the  too  comnion  misfortune  of 
a furreptitious  and  premature  edition  of  his 
Work. 

I fhall  now  proceed  to  fome  critical  ob- 
fervations on  the  Memoirs,  to  contribute, 
as  much  as  in  my  power,  to  the  perfection 
of  that  elegant  ^Vork\  You  are  not, 
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however,  to  confider  me  as  a Critic,  for  I 
have  no  intention  to  dcferve  the  name;  but 
merely  as  one  who  writes  remarks  in  the  mar- 
gin of  a book  he  takes  a pleafure  in  perufing, 
and  wi£hes  to  render  dill  more  perfect. 

"(A*,  page  15.  P.  D.)  The  Author  of 
thefe  Memoirs  writes  more  like  Lady  Mon- 
tague than  he  imagines.  His  Book  is 
equally  agreeable  and  intereding  to  thofc 
who  know  not  the  Turks,  mud  give  them 
infinite  pleafure  aiid  engage  them  to  pe- 
rufe  it  with  avidity  ; but  people  who,  by 
long  refidence  among  them,  are  well  in- 
formed of  their  manners,  cudoms,  laws,  go- 
vernment and  language,  and  who  have  been 
engaged  in  tranfading  a variety  of  public 
bufinefs  with  that  nation,  will  be  con- 
vinced  he  is  not  exadt  in  every  particular. 

(B.  page  16.  P.  D.)  This  is  a padage 
very  injurious  to  the  memory  of,  perhaps, 
the  greated  Emperor  the  Turks  have  ever 
had  fince  the  great  Soliman.  Sultan  Mah- 
moud, who  afcended  the  Throne  in  1730, 

* Thefe  Notes  are  .referred  to  by  Capitals  in  the 
text.  P.  D.  fignifies  Preliminary  Difeourfe. 
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and  died,  much  regretted,  in  1754,  certaiilly 
flied  much  blood,  but  never  exercifed, 
againft  thofe  who  rebelled,  any  other  rigor 
than  what  his  own  fafety  rendered  neceflary. 
He  was  prefent,  it  is  true,  at  the  juft  Pu- 
nifliment  of  his  two  favorites,  but,  no 
doubt,  with  a view  to  render  the  example 
more  confpicuous,  and  give  a more  exten- 
five  and  compleat  fatisfa(ftion  to  his  People, 
over  whom  thefe  three  Monfters  had  fo 
cruelly  tyrannifed.  This  Prince  was  mild, 
affable,  the  Friend  of  Strangers,  and  more 
fuperior  to  the  prejudices  of  Mahometan ifm 
than  any  Ottoman  Prince  had  ever  been. 
He  poffeffed  great  abilities  and  extenfive 
knowledge  ; patronizing,  and  even  culti- 
vating with  fome  fuccefs,  the  liberal  and 
mechanic  arts.  In  oppofition  to  this  infi- 
nuation  of  his  Inhumanity,  permit  me  to 
relate  an  anecdote,  much  more  proper  to 
exemplify  his  charadler,  both  as  a Man 
and  a Sovereign. 

He  was  one  day  crofling  the  ftrait,  incog* 
nito,  accompanied  only  by  the  Boftandgi 
Bachi-,  when  he  happened  to  meet  the  Jew 
Zonana,  Bazirghian  Bachi  of  the  Odjah, 
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i.  e.  Con  trader  for  the  Corps  of  the  Janif- 
faries.  The  Boftandgi  Bachi,  who  was  an 
irreconcileable  enemy  to  Zonana,  took  care 
to  make  his  Sovereign  obferve  the  infolent 
pride  of  the  Ifraelite  ; who,  on  the  ftern  of 
his  boat,  with  four  rowers,  reclining,  in 
voluptuous  indolence,  on  a Silkta  of  Cot- 
ton, covered  with  Satin,  and,  leaning  on 
two  culhions  of  the  fame  Stuff,  embroidered 
with  gold,  was  fmoaking  his  pipe,  in  which 
two  of  his  Domeftics,  on  their  knees  be- 
fore him,  from  time  to  time,  renewed  the 
aloes.  You  are  a fool,  replied  the  Sultan, 
Can  you  not  perceive  the  fplendor  in  which 
this  Jew  lives  encreafes  my  glory  ; and 
that  the  mofl:  noble  panegyric  I can  receive, 
from  Hiftory,  will  be  to  have  it  faid  that, 
during  my  reign,  the  Jews  themfelves,  the 
refufe  of  all  nations,  enjoyed,  in  the  greateft 
fecurity,  both  opulence  and  liberty  ? Such 
an  anfwer  would  not  have  been  unworthy 
Alexander,  Julius  Cæfar,  or  Louis  XI Y. 

(C.  page  23.  P,  D.)  The  Author  has 
here  omitted  the  mofl  remarkable  circum- 
Aance  in  the  marriages  of  the  Mahometans, 

which 
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which  Is  that  the  Wife  brings  no  portion 
to  the  Hufband,  but  the  Hufband,  on  the 
contrary,  affigns  a dowry  to  his  Wife.  This 
marriage-portion  cannot  be  reglftere4  in  the 
Niklah,  or  Contract  of  Marriage,  becaufe 
it  is  only  ftipulated,  and  is  not  payable,  ex- 
cept in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Hufband, 
or  a Divorce.  In  this  it  differs  from  the 
Kapin,  which  becomes  due  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  prefcribed  by  the  contradt. 
This  is  fo  true  that,  when  a woman  de- 
mands a feparation  from  her  hufband,  on  ^ 
account  of  ill-treatment,  or  for  want  of 
a proper  maintenance,  fhe  mull  give  up  her 
portion  in  the  prefence  of  the  Judge,  and 
pronounce  the  following  form  of  words, 
ufual  when  fuch  a divorce  is  obtained  : 
Nikiahum  khalal,  bachum  azadi  i.  e.  My 
portion  refigned,  my  perfon  free. 

It  might  have  been  expedled  that  the 
Author,  when  treating  of  Marriage,  would 
have  faid  fomething  concerning  Repudiation 
and  Divorce,  but  thefe  have  not  been  men- 
tioned. A Divorce,  to  effed  an  abfolute  Se- 
paration, muft  be  pronounced  three,  feveral 
times,  or  three  times  together.  As  foon  as 

the 
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the  Hufband  has  faid  to  his  Wife,  Benden 
Utche  talak  boche  ol  ; i.  e.  be  freed  from 
me  by  three  repudiations,  the  Divorce  is 
held  compleat.  The  Woman  demands 
back  what  was  her  own,  her  portion,  and 
reftores  the  contrat  ; after  which  the  huf- 
band  cannot  receive  her  again  without  fub- 
mitting  to  the  humiliating  ceremony  of 
the  Huila.  Some  other  man,  the  choice 
of  whom  the  Law  leaves  to  the  hufband, 
muft  firft  have  a tete  â tete  with  the  di- 
vorced Spoufe,  and  the  hufband  muft  cer- 
tify himfelf  that  the  precept  has  been  fully 
accomplifhed.  The  perfon  employed  in 
effecting  this  ftrange  and  ridiculous  reunion 
is  called  Huila. 

\ 

■ (D.  page  24.  P.  D.)  It  is  the  Law  of 
Mahrem,  and  not  of  Namahrenty  which 
forbids  the  fight  of  maids  and  married  wo- 
men to  any  man  but  the  hufband  or  rela- 
tions within  a certain  degree.  The  word 
Harem  is  Arabic,  and  fignifies  a prohibited 

■ place,  being  derived  from  the  root  haramy 
which  fignifies  to  forbid.  Namaharemy  on 
the  contrary,  is  compofed  of  the  word 

mahrem^ 
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mahrenit  forbidden,  and  the  Perfian  nega- 
tive prepofition  na^  and  fignifies  the  per- 
miflion  given  by  the  Law  to  perfons  with- 
in a certain  degree  of  Kindred  to  enter 
the  Harem,  and  vifit  the  wife.  This  per- 
miffion  is  confined  within  very  narrow  li- 
mits, and  only  extends,  as  far  as  I remem- 
ber, to  the  Father,  Uncle,  and  Brothers  of 
the  married  lady.  The  Hufband,  however, 
has  authority  to  give  it  greater  extent,  and 
on  this  account  the  perfons  to  whom  this 
liberty  is  permitted  are  diled  Namah- 
rems. 

The  Turks  have  a pleafant  dory  of  a 
man  who,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe,  not  having 
feen  his  wife  till  after  his  marriage,  and 
finding  her  far  from  handfome,  when,  two 
or  three  days  after  their'  nuptials,  die  de- 
fired  him  to  name  the  perfons  w’ho  were  to 
have  the  privilege  of  Namahrem,  that  die 
might  not  endeavour  to  conceal  herfelf 
from  them,  returned  her  for  anfwer,  I give 
'you  free  permiflion,  my  dear,  to  dievvyour- 
felf  to  all  the  men  in  the 'world,  except  to 
myfelf. 

The 
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The  term  Narnahrem  is  fometimes  ufe.d 
to  fignify  perfons  who  have  admiflion  to 
any  particular  houfe  at  all  times  : if,  for 
example,  a perfon  means  to  fay  he  is 
allowed  to  viht  fome  great  man  whenever 
he  pleafes  ; he  fays,  in  familiar  difeourfe, 
that  he  is  Namahrem  at  the  houfe  of  that 
great  man. 

(E.  page  28.  P.  D.)  The  Author  ought 
not  to  have  negledted  informing  the  Public 
that  the  Circaffians  alone  have  the  honor 
of  beiris:  admitted  to  the  bed  of  the  Sultan. 
The  Turks  have  an  anecdote,  univerfally 
believed  among  them,  though  I am  far 
from  warranting  its  truth,  concerning  the 
origin  of  this  Prerogative.  They  alTure 
us  that  one  of  the  Ottoman  Emperors,  of 
the  laft  Century,  having  paffed  a part  of  the 
night  with  a Georgian  Slave,  afked  her, 
towards  morning,  if  it  was  almoft  day  ? 
She  replied,  with  vulgar  Simplicity,  flie 
believed  it  was,  becaufe  fhe  felt  a certain 
preffing  neceffity  which  flie  ufually  experi- 
enced about  break  of  day.  The  Emperor 
was  difguded  and  difmiffed  her,  A few 
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days  after,  he  put  the  fame  queftion,  out 
of  curiofity,  to  a Circaflian,  who  fupplied 
the  place  of  the  difgraced  Georgian.  She 
anfwered,  fhe  perceived  the  approach  of 
Aurora,  for  already  the  morning  Zephyr 
wantoned  in  her  hair. 

The  Prince,  delighted  with  the  delicacy 
of  her  reply,  declared  with  an  oath,  no 
Georgian  (hould,  from  that  time,  be  admit- 
ted to  the  bed  of  himfelf  or  his  Succeffors. 

(F.  page  29.  P.  D.)  Georgia  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  one  of  which,  bounded  by 
the  Black  Sea,  and  containing  the  Kingdom 
of  Imireta,  and  the  two  Principalities  Min- 
grelia  and  Gouriel,  was  fubjed:  to  the 
Ottoman  Emperors  : the  other,  which  ex- 
tends to  the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  comprehends 
the  two  Kingdoms  of  Carduel  and  Caket, 
was  under  the  Dominion  of  Perda.  Prince 
Solomon,  Sovereign  of  the  one  of  thefe 
Principalities,  and  Prince  Heraclius,  Go- 
vernor of  the  other,  threw  off,  the  firft, 
the  yoke  of  the  T urks,  the  fécond  that  of 
the  Perfians.  The  latter  has  become  the 
Vaflal  of  Ruffia  : the  former  ftill  preferves 

his 


STRICTURES 


J 74 

• his  independence.  Such  is  the  part;  ajid 
prefent  State  of  thefe  two  Principalities. 
It  cannot  be  fuppofed  the  Baron  was  igno- 
rant of  what  is  fo  univerfally  known. 

(G.  page  29.  P.  D.)  I may  here,  with 
reafon,  exclaim,  quaque  ipfe  miferrhna  vidi ; 
for  I was  myfelf  an  eye-witnefs  of  this  ex- 
pedition, which,  in  1758,  was  occafioned 
by  the  extortions  pradiifed  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Porte,  on  account  of  the  Ichetirah, 
or  regulations  with  regard  to  the  Corn. 
The  two  Hordes  of  the  Noguais  of  Boodjeak 
and  Jedfan  revolted,  and  Krim  Guerai  took 
advantage  of  the  Difturbance  to  feize  the 
throne  of  the  Crimea.  Alim  Guerai,  the 
Khan  then  reigning,  with  whom  I at  that 
time  was,  in  quality  of  Conful  from  the 
King  of  France,  marched  againft  his  Com- 
petitor, with  an  Army  of  an  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  men  ; and,  though  I was 
then  appointed  Conful  general  of  Candia, 
I,  as  well  as  M.  Fornetti,  who  had  been 
fent  to  fucceed  me,  could  not  avoid  ac- 
companying him  in  that  Campaign.  We 
followed  the  Khan  as  far  as  the  plains  be- 
tween 
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tween  Prekop  and  Okzakow,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  news  of  his  Depohtion.  His 
army  difperfed  in  a moment,  and  M.  For- 
netti  and  I refolved  to  go  over  to  Krim 
Guerai,  who  had  obliged  the  Porte  to  nomi- 
nate him  in  his  place.  We  found  the  new 
Khan  at  Kichela,  with  a part  of  his  troops 
loaded  with  thefpoils  of  Moldavia,  which 
he  had  laid  wafte.  It  is  fcarcely  poffible 
to  form  any  idea  of  a pillage  fo  fudden  and 
rapid  ; and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
an  army  of  eighty  thoufand  men  could  in 
feven  days  overrun  a great  Province,  and 
carry  off  forty  thoufand  flaves  and  all  the 
flocks,  herds,  and  tents  in  which  they 
were  kept,  befides  an  enormous  quantity 
of  other  plunder.  We  faw  the  plain  of 
Kichela  covered,  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  with  male  and  female  Slaves  of  every 
age,  oxen,  camels,  horfes,  Iheep,  and  u- 
tenfils  of  every  kind  piled  up  at  different 
diftances. 

Krim  Guerai,  after  having  given  the  Ot- 
toman Government  a proof  of  his  power,  was 
willing  alfo  to  give  as  flriking  an  example 
of  his  Juflice.  He  fent  back  all  the  Slaves, 
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•who  did  not  amount  to  above  twenty  thou* 
fand,  becaufe  many  were  dead,  and  others 
had  fled  out  of  the  Country.  He  reftored 
ail  the  flocks,  herds,  camels,  and  horfes, 
which  he  could  recover  from  the  rapacity 
and  devouring  appetite  of  the  Tartars,  and 
returned  to  the  proprietors  all  the  efîèds 
which  were  found  and  claimed.- 

/ 

(H.  page  33.  P.  D.)  This  article  of  the 
Memoirs  wx)uld  have  been  much  more 
interefting  if  fome  account  had  been  given 
of  the  procurefles,  the  men  of  Gallantry, 
and  the  Maanes,  or  enigmatical  declarations. 

The  Intrigues  of  the  Women  are  not 
commonly  carried  on  by  flaves,  they  fel- 
dom  contribute  more  towards  them  than 
their  fecrecy,  Aflfairs  of  this  nature  are 
generally  conducted  by  the  Tellal  Kari,  or 
dealers  in  female  ornaments,  who,  whether 
Turks,  Chriftiaiis,  or  Jews,  have  free  ad- 
miffion  into  the  Harems^^and  who’  frequent- 
ly lend  their  Houles  for  places  of  ren- 
dezvous. 

The  man  of  gallantry  is  a charadlef  not 
flrange  to  the  Turks  : I have  kîïown  there 

»•>  intri- 
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intriguing  young  fellows  and  petits  maî- 
tres, called,  in  Turkiih,  Zenpara  l*cbele» 
bis,  who  have  kept  a lift  of  all  the  women 
celebrated  for  their  beauty,  and  employed 
themfelves  perpetually  in  divifing  fchemes 
to  obtain  their  acquaintance,  laviftiing  all 
their  fortune  to  procure  interviews,  and 
even  making  their  boaft  that  they  had 
fucceeded. 

Reciprocal  Declarations  of  paffion  are 
commonly  made  by  Maanes.  This  word 
is  derived  from  the  Arabic,  and  lignifies 
meaning,  or  allegory.  It  is  employed,  in 
the  language  of  gallantry,  to  denote  any 
thing  the  name  of  which  may  fuggeft  fome 
motto,  or  expreflion  which  rhymes  with  it. 
As,  for  example  : perhaps  a piftachio  nut, 
called  in  T urkifti  fiftik,  is  fent  ; the  rhyme 
to  which  it  alludes  is  ikimuza  bir  iajlik. 
Let  us  both  have  the  fame  pillow.  The 
word  for  a grape  is  XJzum,  and  its  rhyme  is 
Senum  itchun  tandum,  I am  en  flamed 
with  love  for  you.  A thread  of  Silk,  in 
Turkifli  Ipek,  has  a reference  to  the  rhym- 
ing expreflion  Sent  feverutn  pek,  I love 
you  with  rapture,  Thefe  devices  are  very 
VoL.  II.  M nume- 
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numerous,  and  I have  often  feen’minu* 
fcripts  of  confiderable  fize,  containing  no- 
thing elfe. 

(I.  page  8.  Part  I.)  The  Author  attri- 
butes the  profound  ignorance  with  which 
he  reproaches  the  Turks  to  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  learning  to  read  their  own  lan- 
guage, becaufe,  their  writing  confifts  only 
of  confonants,  to  which  the  figns  that  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  vowels  are  fcarcely  ever 
added.  If  the  natives  of  the  Country,  who 
underftand  perfedtly  the  language,  find  fo 
much  difficulty  in  reading  it,  on  account 
of  the  multiplicity  of  charadters,  and  the 
want  of  vowels,  what  muft  be  the  labor  of 
Strangers,  who,  having  no  primitive  know- 
ledge of  the  tongue,  endeavor  to  learn  to 
read  and  ' write,  and  underftand  books 
,which  have  relation  to  the  abfiradt  fciences  ? 
.Yet,  furely,  the  Author  contradidls  himfelf, 
when,  at  page  9,  he  informs  us  that,,  with 
the  affifiance  of  a Perfian  mailer,  who  was 
continually  drunk  with  Opium  and  Brandy, 
he  was  foon  capable  of  converfing  without 
an  Interpreter.  _ ^Ve  may  therefore  con- 
clude. 
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cliide,  if  he  made  fô  rapid  a prôgrefs  5 if 
we  have  feen  fo  many  learned  men>  fuch  as 
the  late  MM.  de  Fienne^  Armin,  Cardon» 
ne,  Devali  MM.  le  Grand,  Sielve,  Fonton^ 
Ruffin,  Venture  ; M.  Mouradjea,  firft  In- 
terpreter to  the  King  of  Sweden;  M. 
Tefta,  Interpreter  to  the  Emperor;  M. 
Rali,  firft  Interpreter  to  the  Republic  of 
Venice,  ftill  living,  and  many  others,  who 
were  not  inferior  to  the  moft  learned  Ma- 
hometans, in  their  knowledge  of  Turkiffi, 
Perfian,  and  Arabic,  in  the  purity  of  their 
ftyle  in  thofe  languages,  or  extenlive  ac- 
quaintance with  their  literature;  we  may 
conclude,  I fay,  that  the  Natives,  who  know 
already  the  words,  and  by  confequence 
meet  not  with  fo  many  obftacles,  may  eafi- 
ly  attain  to  read  and  underftand  the  moll 
abllra<5l  writings, 

(K.  page  9.  Part  L)  The  Turkiffi  lan- 
guage is  originally  the  fame  with  the  Tar- 
tarian* or  language  of  Zagathai,  in  which 
many  books  have  been  written.  Several 
manulcripts  in  this  language  are.,_to  be 
found  in  the  King  of  France’s  Library,  and 
. . . M2  perhaps 
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perhaps  elfewhere.  By  the  adoption  of  the 
Arabic  and  Perfian,  it  has  become  one  of 
the  fineft  in  the  world.  All  copious  lan- 
guages have  been  formed  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. The  Arabic,  which  is  an  Ocean,  de- 
rives its  origin  from  the  Hebrew,  in  itfelf 
confined  and  barren.  The  Englifh  have 
rendered  their’s  extremely  rich  and  beauti- 
ful, by  borrowing,  from  every  other,  the 
'words  wanting  in  their  own  : in  like  man- 
ner, the  T urks,  while  enriching  their  pri- 
mitive Idiom,  by  the  adoption  of  the  Arabic 
and  Perfian,  have  not  given  it  any  particu- 
lar and  exclufive  difficulty  ; and  a Stranger 
Would  find  no  more  trouble,  in  learning 
Turkiffi,  than  in  acquiring  German^  Eng- 
liffi,  or  any  other  language  equally  culti- 
vated and  copious. 

The  different  characflers  are  by  no  means 
left  entirely  to  the  choice  of  the  writer, 
but  are  appropriated  by  cuftom  to  particu- 
lar fpecies  of  Compofition.  The  Nejkbt, 
ufed  in  printing,  is  employed  in  works  of 
Science  5 the  T^ealik  in  Poetry  ; the  Z)/- 
•vani  in  the  Firmans,  or  Edi(5ls  of  Govern- 
ment, and  epiftolary  correfpondence  ; the 

Buhis 
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Sulus  for  Mottos,  and  public  Infcriptlons, 
&c.  He  who  is  finable  to  write  all  thele 
different  characfters  writes  as  well  as  he 
fan  i but  if  he  intends  to  publifh  a book, 
prefent  a Memoir  tp  a Minifler,  a petition 
to  a great  man,  or  a poem  to  his  Patron, 
he  will  take  care  to  have  them  copied, 
by  fome  profefTed  Writer,  in  the  charaâ:er 
afligned  by . cuftom  to  thefe  feveral  ufes  ; 
in  the  fame  manner  as,  with  us,  a perfon 
unable  to  write  the  law,  or  other  hands, 
will  hire  fomebody  to  copy  his  writings  in 
the  cuftomary  chara<5ter. 

(L.  page  9,  Part  I.)  This  paffage  is  a 
very  extravagant  mifreprefentation  of  the 
truth,  and  can  never  have  been  written  by 
a man  fo  well  informed  as  Baron  de  Tott. 
Can  he  deny  the  Turks  are  a nation  pof- 
feded  of  great  Wit,  becaufe,  among  them, 

. as  well  as  many  others,  we  find  fome  who 
are  fond  of  playing  on  words,  Acroftics 
and  Puns?  Can  it  be  believed  that  he,  who 
made  fo  many  accurate  obfervations  on  the 
Turks,  for  three- and- twenty  years  together, 
fliould  never  once  have  entered  a Medrejfa, 
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or  College  ; nor  ever  noticed  in  what  man- 
ner they  teach  the  Sarf,  or  Arabic  Gram- 
mar, Rhetoric,  Profody,  Logic,  Mctaphy- 
fies.  Morals,  Natural  PhilofopHy,  Religion, 
Law  and  Mathematics,  even  Conic  Serions 
and  Fluxions  ? Is  he  to  be  informed  that 
the  Turks  are  in  polTeffion  of  the  Elements 
of  Euclid,  all  the  Philofophy  of  Ariftotlc, 

' and  the  entire  works  of  Plato,  whofe  fur- 
name  of  Divine  they  preferve,  and  whom 
they  ftile  Filatoun  el  LUlahif  That  they 
have  likewife  among  them  a multitude  of 
Turkifh,  Perfian, . and  Arabic  Books  on 
Grammar,  Logic,  Metaphyfics,  Morality, 
Hiftory, . Agronomy,  Aflrology,  and  the 
Cabala  j on  Geography,  Phyfics,  Che- 
millry,*  Alchemy  and  Medicine  ; on  Law, 
Theology,  and  Controverfy  ; with  an  infi- 
nity of  Poems,  Fables,  Moral  Tales,  and 
Romances  ? Can  he  deny  that,  among  their 
works  of  Entertainment,  the  Fables  of 
Lockman,  the  Tales  of  Nafraddin  Khodjea, 
the  Romances  of  Leila  ve  Medjenourii  of 
^oufouf  ve  Zeiikikha  ; their  Medjemouas, 
oi:  Collections  of  fugitive  pieces,  and  their 
Fojlans  (Gardens),  or  Mifccllanies  of  light 

' . Ana- 
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Anacreontic  Poems  have  Tome  merit  ? Un- 
derftanding'  fo  perfedtly  the  Turkifh  Lan-, 
guage,  can  he  avoid  confeffing  the  Turks 
furpafs  every  other  people  in  the  elegance, 
good  lenfe,  and  ingenuity  of  their  proverbs^ 
which  are  always  the  fureft  teft  of  the  in- 
tclledual  abilities  of  any  nation  ? To  con- 
clude, has  he  never  pafled  the  Evening  in  a 
Turkilh  Circle  of  polite  Company,  and 
heard  the  difcourfe  of  their  Mufahibs,  or 
profeffional  Speakers,  who,  in  order  to 
make  their  court  to  the  Great,  undertake  to 
rarry  on  the  converfation,  and  amufe  the 
company  ? Acquainted  as  he  is  with  all  the 
delicacies  of  the  language,  he  muft  acknow- 
•ledge  that  none  are  any  where  to  be  met 
with,  who  can  relate  an  amufing  tale  with 
more  grace  and  elegance.  All  this,  I con- 
fefs,  is  not  fufiicient  to  juftify  the  Turks 
for  having  made  no  greater  progrefs  in  the 
Arts  and  Sciences;  or  for  having  fo  much 
negleded  Tadtics,  Navigation,  and  military 
Difcipline  ; or  not  correding  the  errors'tob 
evident  in  many  parts  of  their  Government, 
notwithftanding  the  frequent  opportunities 
they  have  had  for  improvement.  Indeed,  the 
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more  I confider  their  Genius  and  Aptitude, 
for  all  the  Sciences,  the  more  I blame  them 
for  remaining  fo  much  inferior  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans, whom  they  are  at  lead  two  Centu- 
ries behind } but  the  Author  of  die  Me- 
moirs has  endeavoured  to  make  them  ap- 
pear lefs  enlightened  than  the  Savages  of 
America. 

(M.  page  29.  Part  I.)  This  is  a very  ex- 
traordinary anachronifm.  It  was  not  Sul- 
tan Ofman,  but  Sultan  Mahmoud,  who  was 
dill  living  when  Racub  Pacha  was  recalled 
from  Cairo,  after  having  efcaped  the  danger 
here  mentioned.  That  Prince  appointed 
him  fucceffively  to  the  two  Governments 
of  Aidin  and  Aleppo,  where  he  continued 
feveral  years  before  he  was  raifed  to  the 
Vifiriat  by  Sultan  Ofman,  Succeflbr  to  his 
brother  Mahmoud,  The  following  fads 
-are  a fufficient  proof  of  what  I advance  ; 

When  my  Father,  Secretary  to  the  Em- 
bafTy  at  Conftantinople,  was  fent  to  the 
Ottoman  Camp,  together  with  the  late  M, 
de  Laria,  Firft  Interpreter,  to  negociate  the 
preliminaries  of  the  peace  of  Belgrade,  his 

tent 
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tent  was  ftatloned  near  that  of  Racub,  who 
then  held  the  poft  of  Mektoobfchi  EiFendi, 
or  Head  of  the  Office  for  foreign  affairs. 
The  bufinefs  they  had  to  tranfaâ:  obliged 
them  to  fee  each  other  frequently,  and 
thefe  repeated  interviews  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  as  clofe  a friendffiip  as  can  be  fup- 
pofed  to  take  place  between  a Turk  and  a 
Chriftian  -,  infomuch  that  when  Racub  was 
itrcalled  from  Cairo,  and  fent  to  Aidin,  he 
turned  out  of  his  road,  and  encamped  in 
the  plain  of  Hadjilaar,  only  to  fee  my  Fa- 
ther, then  Conffil  General  at  Smyrna,  Ra- 
cub gave  him,  and  all  the  French  who  were 
fettled  there,  an  invitation  to  his  Camp, 
where  he  prepared  a very  fumptuous  en- 
tertainment, at  which  I myfelf  was  pre- 
fent.  The  Pacha  embraced  my  Father  with 
much  affedion,  faying,  Dojum  Coaàjeaduk  ; 
My  Friend,  we  are  grown  old  j and,  (hew- 
ing him  his  beard,  which  had  prematurely 
become  white.  See,  added  he,  how  the 
beards  look  of  thofe  who  return  from  Cairo! 

(N.  page  46.  Part  I.)  I was  well  ac- 

^quainted  with  Moorad  Mollach;  he  was 
^ the 
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the  moft  agreeable  debauchee  I ever  knew 
among  the  Turks,  but  I cannot  perceive 
cither  his  ftyle  or  his  manner  in  this  Dia- 
logue. I am  well  perfuaded  this  Conver- 
•fation  pafled  between  him  and  the  Author 
in  terms  equivalent  to  thofe  he  has  employ- 
ed. He  undoubtedly  poflefled  fufficient 
•underftanding  to  give  birth  to  thefe  Ideas, 
-but  he  would  certainly  have  exprefled  hlm- 
felf  lefs  abftracftedly,  and  in  a different  man- 
ner. I fhall,  perhaps,  be  told,  a Turk  is 
here  made  to  fpeak  French.  I allow  it; 
but  to  dcfcribe  the  Character  of  any  one  by 
tranllating  his  difeourfe,  we  ought  not  to 
depart  too  far  from  his  own  expreffions. 
To  give  a juft  idea  of  the  Turks,  we  ought 
not  to  begin  by  drefting  them  after  the 
French  fafhion  ; it  would  be  better  even  to 
leave  them  in  their  original  nakednefs, 

(O.  page  56.  Part  I.)  This  dialogue  be- 
tween the  Baron  and  the  Boftandji,  Com- 
mander of  the  Caftle  of  Afia,  is  more  in 
the  ftyle  and  manner  of  the  nation,  and  alfo 
more  conformable  to  the  intention  of  the 
Author. 
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' (P-  page  64.  Part  L)  I can  never  be 

• brought  to  believe  that  this  paflage  can  have 
■ been  written  by  Baron  de  Tott.  To  alTert 

fo  pofitively  the  Word  Sultan  never  conveys 
any  idea  of  Sovereign  authority,  one  would 
‘ fuppofe,  which  is  impoffible,  that  he  had 
' never  read  the  legend  on  the  Coin  of  the 
Turkifli  emperors,  which  begins  with  thefe 
words,  “ Soultan  el  Berein,  Sovereign  of 
the  earth,  ve  Hakkan  el  bahreln,  and 
**  lord  of  the  fea,” 

(Q^page  64.  Part  I.)  The  word  Cham 
does  not  exift.  The  Baron  ought  not  to 
have  adopted  it,  but  corredled  the  error  of 
the  French  writers,  who,  I know  not  for 

• what  reafon,  write  it  with  an  m,  , The  true 
orthography  is  Khan.  It  is  not  a title 
exclufively  aflumed  by  the  Sovereign  of 
the  Tartars,  fince  the  Turkilh'  Emperors 
take  it  likewife.  Of  this  the  Ottoman 
money  is  a fufficient  proof,  the  legend  on 
which  is,  Soultan  ihn  el  Soultan  Abdulha- 
micti  Khan  damé  mulkhow  •,  i.,  e.  Sultan, 
fon  of  Sultan  Abdulhamid,  Khan,  whofe 
feign  be  eyerlafting.  Tl^  title  of  Khan 
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is  certainly  equivalent  in  fignification  to 
that  of  Shah,  \vhich  means  King  j yet  is 
it  very  furprifing  that  the  moft  abfolutc 
Perlian  Monarchs,  who  have  never  affumed 
any  other  title  than  that  of  Shah,  fhould 
always  have  permitted  the  Governors  of 
provinces,  in  their  Empire,  to  take  that  of 
Khan,  which  is  its  equivalent,  and  which 
they  have  ever  afFed:ed,  Even  in  our 
lime,  the  Governors  of  the  Provinces  of 
Guendja,  Guilan,  Mazanderan,  &c.  who 
have  no  more  authority  in  Perfia  than 
the  Pachas  in  Turkey,  take  the  title  of 
Khan.  For  this,  I confefs,  I am  unable  to 
affign  anyreafon, 

(R.  page  65.  Part  I.)  How  furprifing  is 
it  that  a man  fo  exad,  as  Baron  de  Tott, 
fliould  fall  into  fuch  errors  ! Sultan  Mah* 
moud,  who  reigned  twenty -four  years,  from 
1730  to  1754,  and  Sultan  Ofman  his 
brother,  were  not  the  fons  of  Sultan  Ach- 
med,  but  Sultan  Muftapha  II,  his  eldeft 
brother  and  predecefTor.  Sultan  Mufta- 
pha  III.  who  fucceeded  Ofman,  was  the  fon 
of 'Sultan  Achmed,  and  coufin  german,  and 

not 
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not  brother,  to  Mahmoud  and  Ofman.  The 
five  fons  of  Sultan  Achmed  were  Sultan 
Mehemmedj  the  èlddft,  poifoned  by  Of- 
man, Sultan  Muftapha  III.  Succefibr  to 
Ofman,  Sultaft  Bajazet,  and  Sultan  Ourk- 
han,  who  died  in  the  Seraglio,  and  Sul- 
tan Abdulhamid,  at  prefent  on  the  throne. 

(S.  page  81.  Part  I.)  This  account  is 
not  accurate.  The  Greek  Clergy  had  been 
irritated,  and  the  difturbanceâ  here  fpoken 
of  excited  by  a Bull,  ifliied  by  the  Pope, 
nearly  about  this  time,  in  which  he  forbad 
the  Catholics  to  communicate  in  facris  with 
the  Schifmatics.  The  Patriarch  Ciril,  in 
Greek  Kirilo,  and  not  Kirlo,  a man  of  a 
violent  fpirit,  and  fuch  as  he  is  defcribed  in 
thefe  Memoirs,  caufed  a fmall  tracft,  againft 
the  Baptifm  of  the  Latins,  to  be  printed  at 
Venice.  This  work,  immediately  follow- 
ing the  Bull  of  the  Pope,  which  had  al- 
ready caufed  much  difcontent,  and  the 
Anathema  pronoünced  againft  the  head  of 
the  Roman  Church,  and  all  the  Catholic 
Princes,  greatly  increafed  the  animofity  of 
the  two  parties,  and  drew  on  the  Greeks, 
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of  the  Latin  Communion,  a violent  perfe- 
cution,  in  which  the  Patriarch  Pa'iTios,  wha 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  Memoirs,  aéted  a 
principal  paft.  The  Synod  decreed  that  no 
Roman  Catholic  fhould  be  admitted  to  the 
Greek  Communion,  without  firft  receiving 
Baptifm  by  Immerfion  j but  the  Congrega- 
tion of  the  Greek  Patriarch  was  not  re- 
' baptifed,  becaufe  no  other  Baptifm  is  prac- 
tifed  in  the  Greek  church,  except  that  by 
Immerfion.  The  Greeks,  attached  to  the 
Latin  Ritual,  fuffered  Perfecution,  adhered 
to  the  Baptifm  of  the  Roman  Church,  and 
would  not  confent  to  be  re-baptifed. 

(T.  page  1 1 2.  Parti.)  This  account  of 
the  Death  of  Sultan  Ofman  is  really  that 
of  Sultan  Mahmoud,  his  brother  and  prede- 
ceflbr,  who,  as  is  well  known,  ended  his 
life  in  the  manner  here  defcribed  ; whereas 
Sultan  Ofman  died  in  his  Bed. 

(U.  page  131.  Parti.)  The  debafing 
of  the  Coin,  here  mentioned,  was  already 
known  in  Turkey,  and  had  been  praâ:ifed 
long  before  by  Sultan  Mahmoud,  who  was 
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obliged  to  adopt  it  from  a different  motive. 
The  anecdote  is  very  remarkable,  -and  de- 
ferves  a place  here.  A French  Merchant, 
named  M.  Delabat,  a native  of  Lyons,  and 
fettled  at  Conftantinople,  an  induftrious, 
adive  man,  and  pofTeffed  of  real  abilities 
in  his  Profeffion,  perceived  the  Ottoman 
filver  money  was  at  fuch  a flandard  that 
the  remittance  of  it  to  Europe  would  be 
more  advantageous  than  any  other  article 
of  exportation  from  the  Levant.  Having 
fatisfied  himfelf,  by  an  affay,  of  the  juftnefs 
of  this  Speculation,  he  converted  the  pro- 
duce of  all  the  merchandize  he  had  fold 
into  piaftres  and  izelottes,  which  he  rhelted 
down,*  and,  remitting  the  filver  to  France, 
found  the  Profits  fully  juftify  his  expeda- 
tions.  His  Succefs  encouraged  him  to  con- 
tinue this  pradice  ; and  he  might  have 
made  an  immenfe  fortune,  had  he  not  di- 
vulged his  Secret  ; but  he  could  not  refifl 
the  vanity  of  boafting  of  his  invention  : 
others,  therefore,  taking  the  hint,  pre- 
fently  imitated  him.  Their  example  was 
foon  followed  by  all  the  French  and 
foreign  merchants,  not  only  at  Conflan- 
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tinople,  but,  in  all  the  Sea  Ports  of  tho 
Levant  ; and  this  deflruélion  of  the  fdver 
money,  fo  eagerly  pradifed  by  the  Euro- 
peans who  traded  in  Turkey,  diminifhed 
the  current  coin  to  fo  great  a degree  that 
the  Porte  perceived  it,  and  difcovered  the 
caufe.  The  Ottoman  Minifters  then  re- 
folved  to'  reduce  the  coin  to  fo  low  a ftan- 
dard  that  no  perfon  was,  afterwards,  tempt- 
ed either  to  melt  it  down  or  fend  it 
abroad. 

(X.  page  145.  Part  I.)  According  to 
this  account,  there  muft  be  three  forts  of 
Monks  in  Turkey,  inftead  of  two,  which 
were  firft  mentioned  5 but  in  reality  there 
are  but  two,  and  the  Author  of  the  Me- 
moirs does  not  well  underftand  the  diflinc- 
tion  between  them. 

All  the  Turkilh  Monks  are  divided  into 
two  orders,  the  Me^levis  and  the  Bekta* 
chis.  The  Mevlevis  are  cloiflered,  and 
live  together  in  "Tekas,  or  Convents,  though 
they  have  liberty  to  go  out  during  their 
hours  of  recreation. 
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Thofe  who  turn  round  and  howl  belong 
to  the  order  of  the  Mevlevis,  though  they 
have  different  rules  : juft  as  our  Capuchins, 
Recollets,  and  Cordeliers,  are  all  of  the  Or- 
der of  St.  Francis,  though  they  differ  from 
each  other  in  their  regulations  and  habitSi 
The  Bektachis  have  no  Convents,  or  fixed 
habitations  ; they  wander  about,  and  are 
very  properly  and  perfeâly  defcribed  in  the 
Memoirs.  They  often  attach  themfelves 
to  the  Great.  I have  known  feveral  Pachas 
who  have  taken  them  with  them  when 
they  travelled,  and  kept  them  conftantly  in 
their  houfes.  The  famous  Sopa  Salan 
Ahmed  Pacha,  whom  I knew  in  Gandia, 
had,  for  a long  time,  always  one  of  thefe 
Dervifes  with  him,  who  was  exceeding- 
ly acute,  adlive,  fubtle,  and  poffelfed  of 
confiderable  wit  and  information.  The 
Pacha  repofed  implicit  confidence  in  him, 
and  he  had  great  influence  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  affairs.  I often  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  ufe  his  intereft  with  his  Maftcr  j 
and  I had  never  any  reafon  to  repent  hav- 
ving  fo  done, 
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..Many  of  thefe  Dervifea  Bektacbis  uftally 
follow  the  Army,,  when  it  tajtes  the  fieljd  j 
and  no  Orta^  or.  Regiment  of  Janiffaries, 
makes  the  lead;  motion  to  change  the  place 
of  Garrifon,  open  the  Campaign,  or  per*, 
form,  any  Cerernony,  hut  one  of  thofe  be-, 
gins  the.  march,  0%  fuch,  qccafions  they 
cornrnonly.have  their  feet,  legs,  and  a part 
of  the  Body,  naked  ; they  throw  crpfswife- 
overj  their  fhoulders  the  Ikin  of  a.  tiger, 
lion,  or  fome  other  wild  bead  ; and-  carry/ 
in  their  hand  a pike,  halberd,  or  b^ttjle-ax 
and,  as;they  march,  fing  verfes  in  pr^ife  of 
the  Orta,  and  oder  up  prayers  for- the  glory; 
of  Religion,  and  the  Prc^perity  of  the  Em- 
pire. Thefe  two  orders  of  Monlis  have, 
various  fubdividons,  the  names  of/  which^  I, 
do  not,  at  prelent,. recollect. 

, (Y-  page  1 5 1.  Part  I.)  Thispaffage  con* 
tains  feveral  errors.  To  build  a Mpfque. 
is  not  a cudom  follou;ed  indifferently  by 
all  the  Turkidi  Emperors,  fince  all  have 
not  a Right;  that  being  only  to  be  acquired, 
by  Conqued.  The  Sultan,  before  he  can 
build  a Temple,  within  the  walls  of  Con- 
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ftantînople,  muft  have  gained  feme  vidtory 
over  the  enemies  of  the  Empire,  or  have  ex- 
tended the  Ottoman  pofTeffions,  and  there- 
by merited  the  Surname  of  Gazi,  or  Con- 
queror. Sultan  Mahmoud,  who  had  le- 
gally acquired  this  right,  by  gaining  the 
battle  of  Grofea,  againft  the  Germans,  and 
taking  Belgrade,  never  thought  of  building 
a Mofque  at  Scutari,  but  eredled  a very 
beautiful  one  wdthin  the  Capital,'  below 
that  of  the  Valida,  and  very  near  the  Khan 
of  the  Drapers.  When  he  had  refolved  on 
railing  this  Edifice,  he  procured  from  Italy, 
France,  and  England,  the  moft  elegant  de- 
figns  and  models  to  be  found  in  Europe, 
proper  for  his  undertaking.  From  theie 
that  Prince,  who  pofifefled  great  abilities 
and  talle,  formed,  himfelf,  the  plan  of  his 
Mofque,  which  he  (hewed  to  the  Ulemas. 
They,  however,  objedied,  it'more  refernbled 
a Chriftian  Church  than  a Mofque,  and 
advifed  their  Mafter  to  give  it  a form  more 
agreeable  to  the  Mahometan  tafte,  that  it 
might  not  offend  the  common  people.  Sul- 
tan Mahmoud,  obliged  to  give  way  to  the 
infinuations  of  the  heads  of  the  Law,  pro- 
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duced  a monftrous  mixture  of  the  Euro- 
pean and  Turkifli  Style,  though  ftill  mag- 
nificent and  elegant.  He  ornamented  the 
Court  of  this  Mofque  with  a fuperb  Co- 
lonnade, the  idea  of  which  was  furnilhed 
by  the  Church  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome,  which 
he  executed  in  miniature.  He  employed  in 
this  work  the  rich  columns  that  had  form- 
ed the  Periftyle  of  the  ancient  Palace  of 
the  Kings  of  Pergamus,  which  had  efcaped 
the  ravages  of  time,  but  were  now  taken 
down,  and  removed  to  Conftantinople. 
Sultan  Mahmoud  died  before  this  Building 
was  finilhed  ; and  Sultan  Ofman,  his  bro- 
ther and  Succefibr,  confulted  the  profelTors 
of  the  Law,  to  know  whether  he  might 
compleat  it,  and  give  it  his  name.  The 
Mufti  delivered  a Fetfa,  or  Sentence,  in 
which  he  declared  this  building,  not  being 
finifhed,  or  dedicated  to  religious  worfhip, 
could  only  be  looked  on  as  an  edifice  the 
property  of  which  inconteftably  veiled  in 
Sultan  Ofman,  by  right  of  Inheritance, 
as  heir  to  his  late  brother,  Sultan  Mah- 
moud ; and  by  confequence  he  might  take 
pofieflion  of  and  compleat  the  unfinifhed 
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building,  confecrate  it  by  the  prayers  of  the 
faithful,  and  give  it  his  own  name.  In 
I virtue  of  this  decree,  the  Mofque,  though 
I built  by  Sultan  Mahmoud,  was  called 
Nour  Ofmanit  the  Splendor  of  Ofman  : 
by  which  name  the  Mofques  erected  by 
different  Emperors  are  ufually  diftin- 
■guifhed. 

Sultan  Muftapha  III.  afcended  the  throne 
in  the  time  of  profound  Peace.  Delirous 
to  fignalize  himfelf  by  a work  of  piety, 
and  not  having  yet  any  right  to  add  a new 
Mofque  to  the  public  edifices  of  his  Capi- 
tal, he  caufed  one  to  be  built  at  Scutari, 
near  the  Sea.  Several  years  after,  when  the 
Khan  of  the  Tartars,  Krim  Guerai,  in  the 
firfi:  Campaign  of  the  lafl  War  with  Ruffia, 
had  laid  wafte  New  Servia,  and  annihilated 
the  Eftablifhments  that  Empire  had  there 
•formed,  the  heads  of  the  Law  were  eager 
to  honour  Sultan  Muftapha  with  the  Sur- 
narne  of  Qazi^  or  Conqueror,  and  the  Mufti 
beftowed  it  on  him  by  his  Fetja.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  Decree,  that  Prince  built, 
in  Conftantinople,  in  the  Laklu  Mahalla,  or 
quarter  of  Tulips,  theMoique  which  bears 
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bis  name,  and  is  denominated  Hour  Mujîa^ 
pha,  though  the  common  people  ufually 
call  it  Lalelu  Djami,  the  Mofque  of  tulips, 
from  the  name  of  the  quarter  in  which  it 
is  built* 

(^.  page  154.  Part  Î.)  What  are  here 
filled  fchools  are  in  reality  regular  Colleges, 
called  • MedrefTas.  The  Baron  ought  not 
certainly  to  have  been  ignorant  that  there 
are  different  ones,  appropriated  to  all  the 
Sciences,  according  to  the  enumeration  I 
have  made  above  j and  that  they  contain 
Scholars  of  alTages,  from  thofe  who  are  fo 
young  as  to  have  made  but  little  progrefs 
to  the  Sohtasj  or  Students,  who  are  arrived 
at  years  of  maturity.  He  ought  to  have 
known  that  the  Schools  for  children  are 
called  MeÂtebSf  and  are  eftablifliments  en- 
'tirely  diflind:,  in  which  are  taught  reading, 
writing,  and  the  Birghilu  rifala,  a fort  of 
Catechifm,  or  fhort  treatife  on  the  precepts 
of  Religion,  and  their  cuitomary  prayers  j 
and  that,  on  leaving  thefe  Schools,  thofe 
who  wifh  to  profecute  their  Studies,  and 
become  Sohtas,  enter  into  the  MedrefTas. 
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Neither  ïhould  the  Baron  haVe  omitted  an 
account  of  the  Sohtas,  and  the  ufual  pro- 
grefs  of  advancemfent  a'mong  thofe  who 
attach  .themfelves  to  the  Study  of  their 
Laws. 

■ The  Sohtas  are  a clafs  of  Literati,  who, 
in  the  Medrefîàs,  devote  themfelves  to  the 
fludy  of  Grânàmar,  the  Arabic  Language, 
Rhetoric,  Philofophy,  their  Religious  Ce-' 
remonies,  and  Jurifprudence.  Some  of 
them  arrive  at  the  firft  dignities,  while 
others  remain  in  the  fubaltern  places  of 
Imans,  or  Vicars  ; Muteveiîîsy  or  Admin i- 
ftrators  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Mofques  ; 
Nnibs,  or  firft  Clerks  to  the  Mollahs^  or 
Judges  ; or  Mehkema  Kiatibis,  Clerks  to 
the  Tribunals.  Some  depend  upon  their 
pen,  and  obtain  employments  in  the  public 
offices  ; while  others,  lefs  favoured  by  for- 
tune, unable  to  arrive  at  any  preferment, 
maintain  themfelves  by  becoming  Khodjas, 
or  Teachers  of  Reading,  Writing,  and  the 
Sciences  ; or  by  copying  books,  when  they 
can  write  a hand  fufficiently  fair  to  fucceed 
in  that  occupation. 

% 
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According  to  the  ftricft  rule,  the  Profef- 
fors  of  the  Law  cannot  be  advanced  to 
places  of  importance,  unlefs  they  have  firft 
been  Sohtas,  have  gone  through  a courfe 
of  Study  in  the  Medreffas,  and  been  ad- 
vanced to  the  dignity  of  Muderris,  or  prin- 
cipal of  the  College,  which  is  to  be  grant- 
ed them  by  Berat,  or  Imperial  Diploma. 
They  are  then  to  become  Naibs,  or  firft 
Clerks  to  fome  Kadi,  or  Judges  then  Ka- 
dis -,  and  next  Mollahs,  or  fuperior  Judges  ; 
with  different  Salaries,  up  to  that  of 
five  hundred  afpers,  which  is  the  higheft. 
After  having  been  advanced  to  the  Kadiliks, 
or  great  Judicatures,  which  devolve  to  the 
Mollahs  of  five  hundred  afpers,  and  lead  to 
the  higheft  degrees  of  preferment,  as  thofe 
of  Damafcus,  Jcrufalem,  Andrjnople,  and 
others,  they  are  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Kiaha  MoUahJi,  or  Judge  of  Mecca;  after- 
wards to  that  of  Jjiambol  Effendijji,  or 
Lieutenant  of  the  Police  at  Conftantinople; 
and,  lafily,  to  that  of  Kadiajker,  or  fupreme 
rnilitary  Judge  of  Europe,  or  of  Afia. 

Thefe  are  the  different  degrees  through 
which  every  one  ought  to  pafs,  before  he 
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can' legally  arrive  at  the  Pontificate,  or  place 
of  Grand  Mufti,  Riled  Cheikh  el  IJlam. 
Thefe  degrees  are  called  Rutbas',  and  fre- 
quently, by  way  of  Eulogium  on  any  pro- 
fefior  of  the  Law,  who  has  arrived  at  emi- 
nent dignities  by  his  merit  and  fcrvices, 
they  fay,  Sohtadan  ghebne  *ve  rutbejini  dol- 
dourmiche  aderriy  i.  e.  He  is  one  who  has  paf- 
fed  through  every  degree  from  that  of  Soh- 
ta.  But  the  near  relations  of  illuftrious 
families,  as  thofe  of  the  Durri  zada, 
the  Piri  zada,  or  the  Damad  zada,  to 
whom  the  Pontificate  and  other  high  dig- 
nities are  a kind  of  inheritance  or  patrimo- 
ny, are  frequently  difpenfed  by  the  Sove- 
reign from  paffing  through  all  thefe  de- 
grees. The  Monarch  can  grant  them 
Writs,  by  which  they  are  immediately 
advanced  ; but  the  ufual  forms  mufi;  always 
be  fo  far  complied  with  that  the  perfon, 
thus  raifed,  mufi:  be  furnifhed  with  the  di- 
plomas of  all  the  degrees  through  which  he 
ought  fuccefiively  to  have  pafTed.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  thefe  difpenfations  frequently  occafion 
great  murmurs  among  the  Ulemas;  as  they 
pften  oblige  men  of  merit,  who  deferve  a 
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more  rapid  advancement,  to  remain  all  their 
lives  in  fubaltern  Stations. 

They  relate  an  anecdote  of  one  of  thefe 
Students  of  the  law,  who,  having  remained 
long  in  the  inferior  Rations,  while  his  Ju- 
niors were  advanced  above  him,  at  length 
arrived  at  the  Pontificate,  when  he  was 
above  eighty  years  of  age.  Soon  after  his 
promotion,  he  went  with  his  Treafurer 
into  the  treafury,  and,  very  gravely  bending 
on  his  hams,  left  the  refufe  of  nature  on  a 
heap  of  bags  filled  with  fequins.  What 
are  you  doing,  my  Lord  ? faid  the  Trea- 
furer. Dojium  fekfenden  four  a ghelmiche 
devletim  ujiuna  fit ch arum  : i.  e.  Treating 
Fortune  as  ihe  deferves,  friend,  replied  the 
Mufti  who  has  come  to  vifit  me  now  I 
am  too  old  to  enjoy  her. 

It  will  be  eafy  to  perceive,  from  what  has 
been  faid,  that  the  Medreflas,  or  Colleges, 
ufually  founded  wdth  the  Mofques,  are  to- 
tally difi'erent  from  Schools,  where  little 
children  are  taught  to  repeat  their  Prayers  j 
fince  thefe  Seminaries,  according  to  Law, 
ought  to  fupply  all  thofe  who  afpire  to  Of- 
fices of  importance,  either  in  Judicature, 

the 
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the  Pontificate,  or  other  eminent  Digni- 
ties. 

(A.  page  154.  Part  I.)  Piety,  and  not  Su- 
per ftition,  has  multiplied  the  Namas  giahs^ 
and  the  fountains  have  been  conftruded  by 
Humanity  and  Charity.  Thole  who  found- 
ed the  latter,  very  juftly,  efteemed  it  a 
highly  meritorious  adion  to  relieve  the 
thirfiy  pafifenger  in  the  fireets,  or  the  par- 
ched traveller  on  the  road  ; and  to  fupply 
them  with  the  means  of  making  thofe  ab- 
lutions which  mufi:,  indilpenfably,  precede 
their  prayers.  Many  have  even  carried  their 
Benevolence  fo  far  as  to  affign  fums  of 
money  for  furnifhing  fnow,  during  the 
fummer,  that  thofe  who  drink,  at  thefe 
fountains,  may  render  the  water  more  cool 
and  refrelhing. 

(B.  page  187.  Part  I.)  It  is  the  office  of 
the  Boftandgi  Bachi,  to  give  the  torture,  to 
thofe  unfortunate  perfons  from  whom  they 
endeavour,  by  this  cruel  expedient,  to  force 
a confeffion  of  fomething  fufpeded  to  be 
concealed.  The  place  in  which  it  is  in- 
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Aided  is  called  Bojlandgi  Bachi  Fouroum  ; 
or  the  Oven  of  the  Boftandgi  Bachi:  which 
name  is  given  it  from  its  fituation.  Im- 
mediately on  entering  the  walls  of  the  Se- 
raglio, by  the  gate  on  the  fide  of  the  Tali 
Kiojk,  and  clofe  to  the  Has  Bagtcha,  or 
garden  of  referve,  we  meet  with  the  bar- 
racks of  the  Boftandgis,  near  which  is  an 
Oven,  ufed  by  the  Bakers  to  bake  bread 
and  bifeuits  for  their  ufe.  On  one  fide 
of  this  Oven  is  the  Prifon,  in  which  thofe 
unhappy  perfons,  who  are  to  undergo  the 
torture,  are  confined.  After  the  prayer 
Tatjouy  which  is  repeated  at  two  in  the 
morning,  when  the  Boftandgis  are  retired 
to  reft  in  the-  barracks,  the  prifoners  are 
conduded.  to  a place  at  fome  diftance,  to 
avoid  the  intercefiion  of  the  Boftandgis, 
who  are  fometimes  moved  with  Pity  at 
their  fufterings  and  there  the  Boftandgi 
Bachi  inflidSjOn  thefe  unfortunate  wretches, 
feveral  different  kinds  of  Torture.  When 
any  one,  therefore,  is  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  this  terrible  Officer,  the  common 
people  fay,  he  is  in  the  Oven  of  the  Bof- 
tandgi Bachi. 


(C.  page 
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(G.  page  188.  Part  I.)  There  is,  per- 
haps, no  Monarch  in  the  world  more  ac- 
ceffible  than  the  Emperor  of  Turkey.  All 
his  fubjeds,  indifcriminately,  Mahometans,  , 
Chriftians,  and  Jews,  may,  every  Friday, 
when  he  goes  publicly  to  Mofque,  prefent 
him  a petition.  The  form  ufual  on  fuch 
occafions  is  lingular,  and  merits  being 
delcribed.  Thole  who  imagine  themfelves 
aggrieved,  and  refolve  to  prefer  a complaint 
immediately  to  the  Sovereign,  range  them- 
lelves  in  a line,  in  the  fquare,  before  the 
great  gate  of  the  Seraglio.  Each  carries  . 
on  his  head  a kind  of  match,  or  wick, 
lighted  and  fmoaking,  which  is  conlidered 
as  the  allegorical  emblem  of  the  fire  that 
confumes  his  foul.  When  the  Emperor 
palTes,  and  perceives  the  fmoak,  he  Hops, 
and  gives  orders  to  fome  of  his  attendants 
to  colled  the  Petitions,  which  he  receives 
and  places  in  his  bofom.  Muftapha  III. 
who  was  very  attentive  to  public  bufinefs, 
never  failed  to  read  thefe  Petitions,  and 
has,  frequently,  in  confequence  of  them, 
performed  fonie  very  exemplary  ads  of 
JuHice,  and  fuch  as  do  honour  to  his  me- 
mory. 
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mory.  In  their  Courts  of  Judicature, 
there  have  fometimes  been  found  bold  and 
refolute  Pleaders,  who,  perceiving  or  fuf- 
pedting  fome  prevarication  on  the  part  of 
the  Judge,  have  had  fufficient  courage  to 
threaten  him  with  the  expreflion,  Hajir 
yakarum  : I will  light  up  the  match. 

(D.  page  1 88.  Part  I.)  The  Memoirs 
fay  not  another  word  of  this  written  Code, 
revered  by  the  Public,  nor  fo  much  as  tell 
us  how  it  is  named.  The  Author,  inftead  of 
reciting  the  Laws,  only  relates  how  they 
are  abuled.  If  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
turn  over  the  Multeka,  which  is  the  written 
Code  here  meant,  and  contains  alb  the 
precepts  of  religious  worfliip,  and  the  whole 
of  their  Jurifprudence,  both  civil  and  cri- 
minal ; if  he  had  confulted'  the  Durer  and 
Halebîy  its  two  principal  Commentaries  5 
if  he  had  examined  the  Colledlions  of  the 
FetfaSy  or  fentences  of  the  moft  celebrat- 
ed Muftis,  and,  efpecially,  thofe  of  AU- 
EJe?jdiy  the  mod;  famous  of  them  all,  he 
would  have  found  a multitude  of  wife  and* 
well  digeded  Laws  ; and  decifiôns  no  led* 

equitable 
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cquitable’  than  ingenious.  He  would  have 
publiflied  thefe,  and  with  reafon  de- 
claimed and  thundered  againft  the  Ty- 
rants and  unjufl  Judges,  who  had  rendered 
them  of  no  effed:.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
merit  the  Apoftrophe  he  addrelTes  to  thofe 
who  have  dared  to  prefer  the  Juftice  of 
Turkey,  to  that  of  Europe.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  have  the  raihnefs  to  attack,  or  even. 
fufpe£l,  the  integrity  of  Chriftian  Magi— 
ftrates.  But  if  any  one  fhould  weigh  in  the 
balance  of  Equity  the  inconveniences  of  the 
two  fyftems  of  Judicature  ; if,  without 
{peaking  of  the  Corruption,  Favor,  Cabal, 
Intrigue,  Solicitations,  and  Influence,  of 
men  in  power,  without  having  recourfe  to 
thofe  views  which,  among  all  Nations,  de- 
grade and  dhhonor  humanity  ^ were  he  only 
to  put  in  the  other  fcale,  in  oppofition  to  thp 
defed:s^of’ Mahometan  Juflice,  the  ceafelefs 
Litigations,  which,  in  the  courts  of  Europe, 
frequently  laft  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration ; the  Hydra  of  Forms  ; the  Laby- 
rinth of  Rights  and  Cufloms  ; the  privi- 
leges of  Nobles,  Cities,  and  Corporations  5 
and  the  enormous  expences  of  Juflice, 

which 
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which  have  often  amounted  to  ten  times  thd 
value  of  the  property  in  difpute,  I fincerely 
believe  he  would  find  it  difficult  to  decide 
which  fcale  outweighed  the  other. 

(E.  page  189.  Part  I.)  The  Author 
feerns  not  to  have  perceived  that,  in  this 
paflage,  he  deftroys  that  compleat  and  dread- 
ful Defpotifm  againft  which  he  fo  violent- 
ly declaims.  As  foon  as  there  exifts,  be- 
tween the  Defpot  and  the  People,  an  in- 
termediary Body,  whofe  authority  is  equal, 
though  its  interefts  are  different  ; if  this 
Body  be  the  Depofitary,  the  Interpreter 
of  the  Law,  to  which  the  Sovereign  is  obli- 
ged to  fubmit,  no  lefs  than  the  meaneft  of 
his  Subjed:s  ; and  if  this  Body  and  the 
Defpot  are  obliged,  by  the  Conftitution,  to 
fear  and  refpeâ:  each  other,  Defpotifm,  in 
the  ftriâ;  fenfe  of  the  word,  can  no  longer 
exift.  And,  though  it  is  true,  as  is  afferted 
in  the  next  page,  that  the  Monarch  may, 
with  a fingle  word,  baniffi,  or  even  put  to 
death,  the  Mufti,  and  all  thofe  of  his  Body 
who  difpleafe  him,  it  is  equally  true  that 
the  profeffors  of  the  Law  may,  in  an  in- 
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ftant  by  fediüous  dircourfe,  or  affixing 
tas  or  papers,  as  is  pradlifed,  to  the  Mofques, 
or  in  other  public  places,  raife  the  people, 
and  dethrone  or  affiaffinate  the  Sovereign, 
Several  Muftis,  who  have  been  baniffied, 
have  been  the  occahon  of  greatly  alarming 
the  Monarch.  The  famous  Mufti,  EfTad 
Effendi,  was  in  baniffiment,  when,  from 
his  country  houfe  on  the  Bofphorus,  he 
excited  thofe  riots  a^ainft  Sultan  Mahmoud 
which  effecfted  the  deftrudlion  of  the  Kiflar 
Aga,  Seuleiman  Aga,  and  the  Armenian  : 
nor  would  the  Emperor  himfelf  have  efcap- 
cd  had  he  not  inftantly  determined  to  fa- 
crifice  thofe  Favorites. 

(F.  page  192.  Parti.)  It  is  certain  the 
Cuftom-duties  in  Turkey  are  much  more 
moderate  than  in  any  other  commercial 
country  j and  M.  de  Tott  is  the  firfl;  who 
ever  queftioned  this  Aflertion.  The  Francs 
jpay  in  the  proportion  of  three  per  cent, 
from  which  the  Tarif  is  to  be  deducted, 
though  it  has  not  been  mentioned  by  the 
Baron.  All  Merchandize  is  eftimated 
much  inferior  to  its  real  value,  which,  per- 
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haps,  reduces  this  Tax  to  two  per  cent. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  befides,  that,  this  duty 
once  paid,  every  European  Merchant,  pro- 
vided with  a ’Tajkara,  or  quittance  from 
the  Officer,  may  convey  his  Goods  to  any 
part  of  the  Empire,  without  paying  any 
_ thing  more.  No  extortions  are  pradtifed 
in  the  Cuftoms,  on  account  of  the  Tarif, 
and  difputes  with  the  Officers  are  extremely 
rare.  The  French  Merchants  will  never 
forget  the  kindnefs  and  generofity  of  Ifak 
Aga,  head  Officer  of  the  Cuftoms  at  Con- 
ftantinoplej  who,  at  the  time  the  plague 
made  moft  dreadful  ravages  in  the  Capital, 
and  when  his  own  offices  were  infedted 
with  it,  fhewed  fo  much  refpedt  to  the 
requeft  of  the  Count  des  Alleurs,  Ambaf- 
fador  from  the  King  of  France,  and  fo 
much  confidence  in  the  probity  of  the 
French  nation,  as  to  fufFer  their  Merchan- 
dize to  be  immediately  conveyed  to  their 
magazines,  without  undergoing  any  ex- 
amination, accepting  the  cuftoms  accord- 
ing to  their  own  declarations.  Is  it  not 
humiliating,  to  be  obliged  to  oppofe  to 
this  honorable  generofity,  the  mean  be- 
havior 
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havlor  of  fome  of  the  French  ; who,  not- 
withftanding  the  menaces  of  their  Ambaf- 
fador,  againft  thofe  who  could  have  the 
bafenefs  to  impofe  on  fuch  unlimited  confi- 
dence, dared  to  give  in  unjuft  accounts  to 
that  worthy  Officer,  who,  though  he  had 
too  much  fenfe  not  to  difcover  the  fraud,  dif- 
dained  to  make  any  complaint  ? The  fame 
Commiffioner  of  the  Cuftoms  indulged, 
with  the  like  privilege,  feveral  French 
Merchants,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Sultan 
Mahmoud,  carried  on  an-  extenfive  trade 
in  jewelry  and  trinkets,  and  fubmitted, 
with  the  fame  patience,  to  like  returns  of 
Deceitfulnefs  and  Ingratitude. 

The  Natives  pay  a duty  of  five  per  cent, 
and  not  feven  and  ten  per  cent,  as  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Memoirs  pretends.  The  Law 
does  not  authorize  the  Officers  to  exa(fl: 
the  Duty  in  kind,  when  they  pleafe,  but 
allows  the  Merchant  to  pay  in  this  manner, 
if  he  think  it  moft  to  his  intereft.  This  is 
not  a lenity  of  which  the  Officer  may 
make  a merit,  but  a privilege  to  which 
the  Trader  is  legally  entitled,  if  he  ima- 
,gines  the  value  of  his  Goods  overrated. 
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Indeed,  I do  'not  fee  with  what  propriety 
t!ie  Baron  can  addifce  the  cafe  of  Fifli,  as 
a proof  of  the  truth  of  what  he  aflerts  ; 
the  tax  on  thefe  has  no  relation  to  the 
Cufloms,  but  is  received  by  the  Balutkchi 
Bachi,  or  Head  of  the  Fifhmongers,  who 
purchafes  the  Malikianay  or  Farms  the 
Fifhery.  The  Baron  is  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  cuftoms  of  Turkey  not  to  know 
the  truth  of  thefe  Obfervations,  and  too 
equitable  not  to  have  made  the  fame.  He 
Ihould  certainly  have  mentioned  the  lenity 
with  which  the  Law  treats  thofe  who  deal 
in  contraband  commodities.  When  any 
fuch  goods  are  feized,  and  carried  to  the 
Cufiom-Houfe,  the  Proprietor  may  claim 
and  receive  them  again,  on  paying  double 
Duty.  The  Authpr,  I imagine,  had  no 
great  Inclination  to  compare  this  mildnefs, 
of  the  Turkilh  Laws,  with  the  feverity  with 
which  thofe  of  Europe  treat  this  offence, 
often  punifhed  with^  death,  and  almoft  al- 
ways with  the  lofs  of  Liberty. 

(G.  page  192.  Part  I.)  From  this  paf- 
fage  the  Reader  naturally  expefts  an  abridg- 
ment 
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ment  of  the  Canoun  Seukimani,  or  Ordi- 
nances of  Soliman  the  Great,  which  ex- 
tend to  every  part  of  the  civil,  feudal,  and 
military  Jurildi(ftion,  as  well  as  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Revenue  : he  will  imagine 
the  Author  intends  to  enable  him  to  form  a 
determinate  and  accurate  idea  of  the  extent 
of  the  power  of  the  Defpot,  of  the  bounds 
prefcribed  him  by  the  Laws,  and  that  por- 
tion of  his  authority  which  he  delegates  to 
the  Vihrs,  Agas,  and  other  fubaltern  Offi- 
cers in  the  Provinces,  whofe  power  is  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  the  Law  within  various 

0 

limits.  The  Reader,  I fay,  expects  a fuç- 
cin6t  account  of  the  Turkifli  Jurifprudence, 
both  civil  and  crimhial,  fufficient  to  give  him 
fome  idea  of  the  Law  in  its  purity,  and 
enable  him  to  diftinguiffi  it  from  thofe  vio- 
lations committed  by  the  Officers  charged 
with  its  execution,  and  thofe  abufes  by 
which  it  is  degraded.  In  dead  of  which  the 
Author  contents  himfelf  with  afferting  that 
the  Vifirs  and  Pachas,  fent  by  the  Delpot 
to  be  Governors  and  Farmers  of  the  Pro-^ 
vinces,  as  alfo  thofe  they  appoint  under 
thppa  in  every  dffiridt  and  government,  are 
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fo  many  rafcals,  who  derive'  from  each  other 
the  power  of  oppreffing  and  arbitrarily 
plundering  the  people,  and  that  the  fruits 
of  thefe  numerous  extortions  and  villainies 
all  flow  into  the  refervoir  of  the  Defpot, 
which  fwallows  up  the  entire  wealth  and 
fubftance  of  the  Subjed:.  He  loudly  de- 
claims againfl  the  proof  by  witnefs,  by 
which  caufes  are  decided  by  all  the  Turk- 
i(h  Tribunals  ; againfl  the  number  of  falfe 
witnefles,  which  are  too  eafily  procured  for 
money;  and  againfl:  four  or  five  other 
points  of  the  Turkifh  Law,  without  con- 
fidering  that  the  teftimony  of  witnefles  is 
the  bafis  of  all  criminal  proceedings  in 
every  country,  and  that  falfe  witnefles  are 
unhappily,  every  where  but  too  numerous, 
while  the  truth  or  falfity  of  aflertions  can 
only  be  difcovcred  by  the  fagacity  of  the 
Judge.  In  the  courfe  of  this  very  fhort 
difcuflion,  of  fo  extenfive  a fubjed,  the  Au- 
thor cites  feveral  inftances,  not  very  honor- 
able to  Ottoman  Juftice.  But  would  it  be 
equitable,  in  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
juftice  exercifed  in  the  higher  Courts  of 
France,  to  inftance,  as  examples,  the  pro- 

. ' ceedings 
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ccedings  againft  Sorcerers,  the  cafe  of  Fa- 
ther Girard  and  la  Cadiere,  of  Urbain 
Grandier,  and  the  Nuns  of  Loudun,  the 
condemnation  and  unjuft  punifhment  of 
Marefchal  de  Marillac,  of  Calas,  and  many 
others  ? Ought  not  a Writer  on  fuch  fub- 
jedls  to  diftinguifti  between  the  nature  of. 
the  Law  itfelf  and  the  abufes  of  it,  which 
proceed  from  Ignorance,  Error,  Prevarica- 
tion, or  Tyranny?  The  Turks  have,  no 
doubt,  like  other  nations,  their  moments 
of  relaxation  and  infanity,  in  which  the 
Laws  lofe  their  Force,  the  People  their 
Underftanding,  and  the  Government  its 
Authority  5 in  which  there  is  no  counter- 
poife  to  the  Tyranny  of  the  Monarch,  the 
Avidity  of  thofe  in  Office,  or  the  Rapacity 
of  the  Subalterns,  in  which  all  good  infti- 
tutions  are  negleded,  and  every  thing  is 
plunged  in  Confufion  and  Anarchy  ; the 
nation  is  then  no  longer  itfelf,  nor  can 
ftand  the  teft  of  comparifon  with  others. 
But  would  an  Author  be  thought  to  give 
us  a juft  idea  of  the  French  Monarchy  who 
fhould  feled:  the  Reigns  of  Charles  VI. 
Charles  VII.  and  Louis  XL  or  who  fhould 
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* only  defcribe  the  MalTacre  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, or  the  Commotions  of  the  League, 
or  the  Fronde  ? Baron  de  Tott  certainly 
did  not  wilh  to  degrade,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
furrounding  kingdoms,  a nation  which  has 
heen  fo  glorious  during  fo  many  ages  ; 
which  has  made  the  inoft  extenfive  con- 
quefts,  and  produced  fo  long  a lift  of  Mo- 
narchs  and  great  men.  A Nation  which, 
in  the  laft  Century,  carried  its  vidlorious 
arms  to  the  very  walls  of  Vienna,  and, 
even  in  our  time,  in  the  year  1739, 
triumphed  over  the  united  efforts  of  the 
Germans  and  Ruftians,  and  concluded,  af- 
ter a hrilliant  vi(ftory,  the  glorious  peace 
of  Belgrade.  How  unjuft  to  reprefent  fuch 
a Nation  as  a fwarm  of  lawlefs  Barbarians, 
without  order,  juftice,  manners,  or  charac- 
ter, ignorant  of  the  firft  principles  of  every 
Science,  and  enervated  by  the  humiliating 
and  enfeebling  weight  of  the  moft  abfolute 
Delpotiftn  ! Such  a charge  ought  to  be 
much  better  founded.  It  requires  an  im- 
menfe  work  to  give  a juft  and  precife  idea 
of  the  laws,  manners,  and  cuftoms  of  the 
Turks  ; I ftiall  not  engage  in  fuch  an  at- 
tempt, 
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tempt,  beçaufe  I have  been  indiredly  in- 
formed fuch  a work  is  already  written,  and 
well  written,  by  a perfon  more  capable 
than  any  other  of  fuch  an  undertaking. 

(H.  page  224.  Part  I.)  There  is  a reafon 
affigned  by  their  laws,  though  not  men- 
tioned in  the  Memoirs,  why  the  Ramazan 
fhould  not  laft  the  compleat  interval  be- 
tween one  moon  and  another,  which  may 
amount  to  thirty-one  days.  This  fealbn 
of  abftinence  may  contain  no  more  tlian 
twenty-eight  days,  but  'muft  never  ejfceed 
thirty,  becaufe,  were  its  duration  longer,  it 
would  too  much  rcfemble  the  Lent  of  the 
Chriftians.  I lhall  not  fay,  as  the  Baron 
has  faid  at  the  end  of  the  firft  part,  “ Thefe 
“ refledlions  may,  no  doubt,  be  of  ufe  to 

correct  our  Ideas,”  but  flaall  content  my- 
felf  with  fubmitting  them  to  his  conlidera- 
tion. 

I find  but  few  remarks  to  make  on 
the  fécond  part,  which  treats  only  of  the 
Tartars,  and  appears  to  me  the  bell  and 
mofi:  interefting.  I refided  five  years  in 
Tartary,  having  been  fent  thither  on  an 

Embafiy 
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EmbafTy  fîmilar  to  that  of  the  Baron.  Like 
him,  I made  a winter  campaign  with  the 
Tartarian  Army,  and  like  him  was  honored 
with  the  Friendfhip  of  Krim  Guerai  Khan, 
to  whom  I paid  my  refpedts  at  Kichela, 
after  his  Expedition  into  Moldavia.  From 
that  time  he  continued  to  (liew  me  the  ut- 
moft  kindnefs  during  his  exile  at  Rhodes 
and  Scio,  when  I was  Conful  General  at 
Smyrna,  and  again  repeated  his  former  fa- 
vors after  his  fécond  advancement  to  the 
Throne  of  the  Crimea.  When  I returned 
from  Tartary  to  Conftantinople,  by  land,  I 
followed  the  Route  of  the  Baron,  and  tra- 
verfed  the  countries  of  Moldavia  and  Wal- 
lachia  ; I may  therefore  be  allowed  to  con- 
firm the  truth  of  what  this  fécond  part  of 
the  Memoirs  contains,  relative  to  thofe  two 
Provinces,  of  which  I have  given  a fuc- 
cindf  account,  in  a Work  entitled,  Obfer^ 
vations  Hijioriques  et  Géographiques  fur  les 
Peuples  Barbares  qui  ont  habité  les  Bords  du 
Danube  et  du  Pont  Ëuxin,  printed  at  Paris, 
in  1765.  The  Baron’s  narrative  of  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Tartars  is  ac- 
curate and  judicious.  This  Part,  I have  no 

doubt. 
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doubt,  is  entirely  written  by  Baron  de  Tott 
himfelf,  except  a few  faults  which  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  attribute  to  him.  What  it  con- 
tains is  entirely  conformable  to  the  account 
I publilhed  myfelf  thirty  years  before  ; and 
I am  extremely  happy  to  find  what  I had 
written  corroborated  by  fo  celebrated  a 
man. 

In  the  year  1755  I tranfmitted  to  Court 
a Memoir  on  the  civil,  political,  and  mili- 
tary State  of  Little  Tartary,  and  in  which 
1 had  treated  thofe  fubjeéls  with  as  much 
method  and  exad:nefs  as  was  in  my  power. 
I had  the  honor  to  prefen t,  at  the  fame 
time,  a Copy  of  my  work  to  Count  de 
Vergennes,  then  Ambaflador  at  Conftan- 
tinople.  In  1759,  on  my  arrival  in  that 
Capital,  I had  alfo  the  honor  to  lay  before 
him  a Relation  of  the  Revolution  which 
had  placed  Krim  Guerai  Khan  on  the 
Throne  of  the  Crimea,  and  of  which  I 
had  been  myfelf  a Witnefs.  That  Mini- 
fler  recommended  it  to  the  Notice  of  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  who  deigned  to  honor 
it  with  his  acceptance.  The  late  M.  Big- 
non, and  the  Abbé  des  Aulnais,  having 
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read,  fome  years  back,  thefe  two  ma^u- 
Icripts,  were  pleafed  to  exprefs  a high  opi- 
nion of  their  value  ; and,  when  I was  laft 
in  Paris,  did  me  the  honor  to  requelt  them, 
and  fome  others,  of  me,  to  depofit  in  the 
Library  of  the  King,  where  they  are  ftill 
to  be  found. 

(I.  page  4.  Part  IÎ.)  This  note  muft 
have  been  added  by  the  Editor,  who  cer- 
tainly is  no  Geographer.  The  River  here 
mentioned,  is  that  which  the  Turks  call 
Tourla.  It  was  anciejitly  denominated  the  | 
Tyras,  and,  afterwards,  the  Danaftris,  1 
which  is  the  Etymology  of  the  name  Dnie-  • I 
Jler^  given  it  at  prefent  by  the  Poles  and 
Ruffians.  The  Dnieper  is  a different  river, 
and  is  the  Borifthenes  of  the  Antients,  and 
in  more  modern  times  was  called  the  Da- 
napris,  from  which  the  Poles  and  Ruf- 
fians have  formed  the  name  Dnieper,  by 
which  it  is  known  at  prefent. 

(K.  page  75.  Part  II.)  This  privilege  was 
exclufively  granted  to  the  Ruffians,  who 
came  to  buy  fait  at  the  falt-pits  of  Precop, 

and 
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and  not  indifcriminately  to  all  purchalers. 
Neither  the  number  of  horfes  nor  fize  of 
the  carriage  was  limited.  The  Rufllaii 
might  make  his  vehicle  as  large  as  he 
thought  proper,  and  employ  as  many  horfes 
or  oxen  as  were  neceffary  to  draw  it  : if  it 
broke  down  before  it  had  pafled  the  bridge 
on  the  road  to  Precop,  or  had  paffed  the  Ifth- 
mus,  no  Confifcation  was  incurred,  and  the 
fine  was  the  double  of  the  ftipulated  price.. 
This  whofe  palTage  is  inaccurate.  A more 
circumflantial  and  precife  account  of  the 
commerce  carried  on  in  fait,  in  the  Crimea, 
will  be  found  in  a Work  which  I fhall 
foon  lay  before  the  Public. 

à 

(L.  page  79.  Part  II.)  During  the  four 
years  I refided  at  Bagtcheferai,  I eat  ex- 
tremely good  bread,  which  was  all  made  by 
a Tartar  Baker.  This  Bread  was  in  cakes 
near  an  ell  long,  very  thin,  very  light,  and 
perfedly  well  tailed.  I drank  alfo  an  ex- 
cellent white  wine,  of  the  growth  of  the 
Country  ; great  quantities  of  which  are 
bought  every  year  by  the  CoiTacks  of 
the  Ukrain,  and  the  Ruffians.  It  may  be 
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compared  to  our  Vin  de  Chabli,  I found 
there  in  great  abundance,  and  extremely 
cheap.  Turkeys,  Fowls,  Pullets,  Geefe, 
and  all  forts  of  Poultry,  which  I fattened 
in  my  court  yard,  and  were  of  an  excellent 
flavor.  I cannot  conceive  what  were  become, 
(at  the  time  the  Author  of  the  Memoirs 
was  in  this  Country,)  of  the  hares,  par- 
tridges, wild  ducks,  buftards,  wood  pige- 
ons, plover,  lapwings,  fnipes,  quails,  and 
thrufhes,  with  which  we  were  fo  forfeited 
as  frequently  to  prefer  butchers  meat,  and 
even  fait  provifions,  to  thefe  dainties  ; nor 
where  were  the  frefh  Cod  and  Oy fiers, 
with  which  Caffa  fo  frequently  and  fo  abun- 
dantly furnifhes  Bagtcheferai  j the  fifh  of 
Baliklava,  the  trout  of  the  river  Katchi, 
and  the  fine  lobflers  of  the  brook  Boulga- 
nak  ; the  melons  and  water  melons,  finer 
and  better  than  thofe  of  Provence,  the  ex- 
cellent and  enormous  cucumbers,  as  large 
as  our  long  gourds,  the  artichoaks,  or  the 
afparagus,  the  largefl  and  fweetefl  in  the 
world,  of  which  I fent  a great  quantity  to 
the  Count  de  Vergennes,  at  Conflantinople, 
to  tranfplant  into  the  garden  of  the  Palais 
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de  France,  and  which  have  been  fo  much 
praifed  by  the  Baron  himfelf,  at  page  106  ; 
the  wanuts  and  filberts,  which  he  himfelf 
fays  are  fo  remarkable  for  their  fize  ; or  the 
Peas  and  Beans,  which  he  mentions  in  the 
fame  page.  The  man  who  is  dilTatisfied 
in  the  midft  of  fuch  plenty  ought  only  to 
accufe  his  own  abftinence,  or  want  of  care. 
His  reproaching  the  Tartars  with  not  being 
able  to  make  butter  is  the  more  unjuft 
becaufe  butter  is  one  of  the  principal  arti- 
cles of  their  Commerce.  The  Crimea  pro- 
duces, annually,  about  three  or  four  thou- 
fand  Turkifti  quintals  of  this  commodity, 
which  are  equal  to  five  thoufand  of  our 
quintals.  Nearly  as  much  is  made  by 
the  Noguais  of  Djamboilooky  and  the  fame 
quantity  by  thofe  of  Cooban.  The  beft 
fort,  called  Tichitchek  iaghi,  or  the  flower 
of  butter,  is  that  with  which  the  Grand 
Seignior’s  kitchen  is  fupplied  ; and  a man 
muft  be  no  lefs  unfortunate  to  want  butter, 
in  the  Crimea,  than  to  be  unable  to  pro- 
cure wine  in  Burgundy,  or  oU  in  Pro- 
vence. 


(M.  page  93.  Part  IL)  The  Oloo  Kanl, 
(not  Oloo  Kanai)  -is  not  Governefs  of 
the  Crimea.  This  Title,  the  literal  tranf- 
lation  of  which  is  great  Queen,  limply  de- 
notes a dignity,  in  the  Harem,  which  the 
Khan  ufually  confers  on  one  of  his  fillers, 
or,  if  he  has  none,  on  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters or  relations.  To  this  dignity  are  at- 
tached the  revenues  ariling  from  feveral 
villages,  and  other  rights. 

(N.  page  no.  Part  II.)  I have  fpokcn, 
in  my  Objervations  fur  les  Peuples  bar^^ 
bares  y &c.  of  thefe  caverns,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Crimea,  both  at  Tepekirman, 
half  a league  from  Bagtcheferai,  and  the 
whole  length  of  the  northern  lide  of  the 
Valley  of  Katchi.  What  I have  faid  of 
them  may  be  feen  at  page  106.  My  opi- 
nion of  their  ufe  is  extremely  dilîèrent.  I 
am  perfuaded  they  are  the  work  of  very  re- 
mote antiquity.  The  prodigious  height 
at  which  they  have  been  cut,  in  thefe  rocks, 
and  their  regular  and  artificial  appearance, 
refembling  the  Columbaria  of  the  Antients, 
on  a larger  fcale,  induce  me  to  believe  they 
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Were  the  burying  places  of  the  ancient  in- 
habitants of  the  Cherfonefus  Taurica,  It 
muft  have  been  very  difficult  for  the  Ge- 
noefe  to  lodge  their  flocks  every  night  in 
thefe  afylums  •,  which  are  hollowed  fo  high 
in  the  rock  that  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive 
how  they  could  have  been  acceffible,  to  their 
Cattle  ; flnce  no  avenue,  or  path,  leading  to 
them,  can  be  difcovered. 

(O.  page  114.  Part  II.)  No  perfon, 
certainly,  can  doubt,  but  the  Tartar  nation 
has  a mofl:  ancient  origin  j nor  can  it  be 
denied  but  the  Family  of  Ginghiz  Khan  is 
one  of  the  mofl  ancient  and  illuftrious  among 
the  Sovereigns  of  the  World,  and  that 
whofe  Empire  has  been  the  mofl:  exten- 
flvej  flnce  the  princes,  who  have  arlfen  from 
that  common  flock,  have  extended  their 
dominions  from  the  Sea  of  Japan  to  the 
frontiers  of  Poland  5 and  I cannot  but  be- 
lieve, notwithftanding  what  is  aflerted  in 
the  Memoirs,  that  we  poflbfs  more  than 
mere  probabilities  concerning  the  Tartarian 
Hiflory,  flnce  the  Hiftory  of  the  Fluns,  that 
immortal  work  of  M.  de  Guine,  gives  us 
VoL.II.  P clear. 
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clear,  confiflent,  and  well-fupported  infor- 
mation, and  contains  the  annals,  certainly 
not  imaginary,  of  all  the  Tartar  Hordes 
v'hich  have  formed  the  divifions  and  fub- 
divifions  of  that  immenfe  people. 

(P.  page  1 1 5.  Part  II.)  To  criticife 
thefe  conjectures  of  the  Baron,  on  the  anci- 
ent Atlantis,  feems  properly  to  belong  to 
Rndbekius,  Father  Pezron,  M.  Bailly,  or  the 
Author  of  the  Hijioire  des  Hommes  j I Iliali 
only  obferve  that  the  Goths,  Oftro- Goths, 
and  Vifi-Goths,  whofe  emigrations  fol- 
lowed thofe  of  the  Vandals,  were,  like  thef» 
latter,  Celtic  and  Teutonic  nations,  and  had 
neither  the  fame  origin,  nor  came  from  the 
fame  countries  as  the  Tartars  ; and  that  the 
Tartars,  known  by  the  name  of  Huns,  did 
not  overrun  the  weftern  part  of  the  conti- 
nent till  long  after  the  Goths,  and  even  the 
Sclavi.  Both  thefe  were,  indeed,  very  dif- 
tinCt,  and  different  from  the  Tartars,  both 
in  their  languages,  and  the  countries  from 
whence  they  inundated  Europe.  The  Lan- 
guage of  the  Vandals,  Goths,  Oftro-Goths, 
and  Vifi-Goths,  was  the  Celtic,  or  Teutonic. 
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the  mother  of  the  German  : that  of  the 
Sclavi,  the  Venni,  Vendi,  or  Venetes,  whom 
we  muft  carefully  avoid  confounding  with 
the  Vandals,  is  the  mother  of  the  Sclavo- 
nian.  Ruffian,  and  Poliffi } and  the  Tartar 
Language,  from  which  the  Turkiffi  is  de- 
rived, has  not  the  lead:  fimilitude  to,  nor 
analogy  with,  the  two  others,  nor  have  they 
any  to  each  other.  The  Goths  came  from 
the  North,  and  originally  inhabited  thofe 
Countries  which  lay  between  the  Northern 
Ocean  and  the  Baltic  Sea.  The  Huns, 
under  which  general  name  are  comprized 
all  the  Tartar  tribes  who  have  extended 
themfelves  towards  the  Weft,  came  from 
the  Eaft,  and  that  flat  high  land,  mentioned 
by  the  Author  in  this  latter  paflfage,  and  in 
which  he  imagines  he  has  difcovered  the 
fltuation  of  the  ifland  of  the  Atlantes.  It 
would  too  much  fwell , thefe  Remarks  to 
quote  here  what  Pelloutier  and  feveral 
other  writers  have  faid  on  the  origin  and 
progrefs  of  thefe  different  nations,  or  what 
I have  written  myfelf,  in  my  Differtation  on 
the  origin  of  the  Sclavonian  Language,  and 
my  Obfervations  on  the  Barbarians  who 
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have  inhabited  the  banks  of  the  Danube, 
and  the  borders  of  the  Euxine  Sea. 

(Q^page  1 1 8.  Part  II.)  In  the  Diets,  cal- 
led Kingheches,  .which  are  the  extraordinary 
Aflemblies  of  the  Nobility,  or  in  any  other 
Convocations  which  the  affairs  of  the  State 
may  render  neceffary,  the  Bey  of  the  Chi- 
rins,  though  the  firft  of  the  Beys,  never 
reprefents  the  other  Beys;  he  only  reprefents 
his  own  Family  ; and  of  the  Beys  of  other 
Families,  who  compofe  the  higher  Nobility, 
and  are  equally  fummoned  to  the  Diet, 
each  reprefents  his  own. 

(R.  page  128.  Part  IL)  The  Author 
of  the  Memoirs  ought  to  have  named  the 
family  which  pofTefTes  this  valuable  Manu- 
feript  of  Tartar  Annals,  and  the  Continuer 
of  this  Journal,  in  order  that  new  endea- 
vors may  be  made  to  procure  it  for  the 
French  King's  Library.  I never  heard  of 
this  Chronicle  during  my  flay  at  Bagtche- 
ferai  ; but  a learned  Tartar,  named  Hadji 
Gaffar  Effendi,  who  refided  at  Carafou,  one 
of  the  principal  Cities  of  the  Crimea,  has 
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compofed,  in  Tu>rkifh  verfe,  a fhort  hiftory 
of  all  the  Khans  of  Little  Tartary,  who 
have  fucceeded  each  other  fince  the  time 
of  Ginghiz  Khan.  In  1757,  he,  with  the 
utmoft  politenefs,  prefented  me  with  a 
copy,  gratis.  I caufed  it  to  be  tranfcribed 
at  Conllantinople,  by  a very  fine  writer, 
bound  it  magnificently,  ornamenting  it 
with  fillets  and  vignettes,  painted  and  gilt 
in  the  Turkifh  tafte,  and  had  the  honor  to 
fend  it  from  Canna  to  the  Duke  de  Praflin, 
Minifter  for  the  Marine  Department. 

We  have  now.  Sir,  leen  the  Baron  re- 
turn to  Conftantinople,  where  the  order 
of  events  will  open  a wider  field  for  his 
zeal,  acflivity,  and  abilities.  The  third 
Volume  contains  the  highly  interefting  and 
amufing  details  of  his  operations  in  the 
Capital,  on  the  Strait  of  the  Dardanelles, 
and  that  of  the  Black  Sea.  But  I ftill  dif- 
cover,  in  many  particulars  relative  to  the 
Turkifh  Nation,  feveral  errors  which  I 
fhall  point  out;  for  I fhall  continue  to  em- 
ploy that  knowledge  of  the  manners  of  the 
Turks,  which  I have  had  fogood  an  op- 
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portunity  to  acquire,  in  endeavouring  to 
plead  the  caufe  of  a nation  that  has  been 
at  all  times  the  friend  and  ally  of  France, 
and  with*  which  we  maintain  a commerce 
that  excites  the  envy  and  defpair  of  all  our 
rivals Î a Nation  whofe  glory,  till  the  laft  war, 
remained  fo  undiminilhed  as  juftly  to  merit 
the  efleem  and  regard  of  all  other  powers. 

Let  us  now  refume  our  obfervations,  and 
attempt  to  obviate  the  complaints  of  thofe 
who,  though,  like  yourfelf  and  me,  they 
acknowledge  the  great  ingenuity  of  the 
Memoirs,  cannot  but  lament  that  the  Au- 
thor, having  fo  many  things  to  relate, 
fhould  have  omitted  a great  number,  and 
not  always  treated  the  reft  with  fufHcient 
accuracy;  fuch.  Sir,  was  the  very  expref- 
fton,  as  I have  been  informed,  of  a perfon 
of  confiderable  judgment,  with  whom  you 
' are  acquainted, 

(S.  page  8.  Part  III.)  Baron  de  Tott 
would  certainly  never  have  faid  the  Firft 
Phyfician  of  the  Grand  Seignior  was  an 
Italian  ; he  too  well  knows  this  diftin- 
guiftied  place  can  never  be  occupied  by  a 
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Chriftian,  of  whatever  nation,  but  is  al- 
ways beftowed  on  a Mahometan,  who  is 
chofen,  like  the  other  Ulemas,  from  the 
Medreflas  and  the  order  of  the  Muderris, 

t 

and  may,  like  them,  arrive  0it  the  higheft 
dignities.  Sultan  Abdulhamid  has  lately 
advanced  his  firft  Phyfician,  Arif  Effendi, 
to  the  poft  of  Kaziafker.  The  Firft  Phy- 
fician  is  honoured  with  the  Title  Hekim 
Bachi  Effendi,  and  wears  the  large  round 
Turban,  called  Eurjl  the  badge  of  the 
profeffors  of  the  Law  of  the  firft  clafs.  No 
Phyfician,  whether  Native  or  Foreigner, 
can  exercife  that  Profefiion  without  liis 

I 

confent,  nor  open  a fbop  without  his  li^ 
cence.  The  Reader  may,  perhaps,  be  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  of  a Phyfician’s  opening  a 
fhop  ; but  fuch  is  the  eftablifhed  cuftom 
at  Conftantinople,  and  throughout  all 
Turkey.  It  is  the  practice  of  all  the  Phy- 
ficians  who  are  Greeks  or  Jews,  and  even 

è 

many  Europeans,  who  are  almoft  all  Apo- 
thecaries likewife.  The  Italian  Do(ftor^ 
mentioned  in  the  Memoirs,  was  a Neapo- 
litan, called  il  Dottor  Caro-,  I was  very 
intimate  with  him.  He  was  an  extremely 
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perfonablç  man,  pofTeffed  of  Wit,  Enter- 
prife,  Elocution,  and  great  Addrefs.  He, 
for  a long  time,  enjoyed  the  favor  and  con- 
fidence of  Sultan  Muftapha,  and  made  a 
very  large  fortune  ; but  feveral  great  men 
at  the  Porte,  being  jealous  of  his  influence, 
and  kno'wing  no  other  means  of  removing 
him,  contrived  to  employ  him  in  fome  po- 
litical commiflions  to  the  European  Courts, 
and  took  advantage  of  his  abfence  to  ruin 
him  in  the  opinion  of  the  Emperor.  At 
his  return  to  Conflantinople,  he  perceived 
how  much  he  had  been  injured,  by  the  iii- 
finuations  of  his  Enemies,  and  made  feve- 
ral attempts  to  recover  the  favor  of  his 
Sovereign  ; but,  not  fucceeding,  determined 
to  return  into  his  own  country,  where  he 
died  not  long  after. 

The  Grand  Seignior,  in  his  indifpoli- 
tions,  frequently  confults  European  Phyfi- 
cians,  who,  when  they  are  fufficiently  for- 
tunate to  obtain  his  confidence,  often  ac- 
quire an  influence  in  matters  foreign  to  their 
profefilon;  but  they  are  not  allowed  to 
adminifter  any  remedy  to  the  Sultan  with- 
out the  çonfent,  and  even  the  prefence,  of 
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the  Hekini  Bachi,  to  whom  the  care  of 
the  Sovereign’s  health  by  right  belongs. 
M.  Cobis,  a German  Phyfician,  at  prefent 
pofleffes,  and  delervedly,  the  confidence 
and  favor  of  Sultan  Abdulhamid,  the 
reigning  Emperor.  He  has  given  feveral 
proofs,  on, different  occafions,  of  hisinterefl 
with  that  Monarchy 

(T.  page  26.  Part  III.)  The  text  of  the 
Baron  mufi:  here  have  been  prodigioufly, 
disfigured  by  the  Editor,  or  Haffan  Pacha 
had  particular  reafons  for  relating  this  ac-> 
tion  in  a manner  widely  different  from  the. 
account  he  gave  me,  three  days  after  the 
engagement,  when  he  came  to  Smyrna, 
where  I was  then  Conful  General. 

The  Memoirs  mention  nothing  of  the. 
two  fhips  boarding  each*  other,  the  fucceed-- 
ing  event,  the  long  and  bloody  conibat  by^ 
which  it  was  preceded,  or  the  wounds  of 
Haffan  Pacha.  We  are,  only  told  that, 
the  Ruffian,  after  having  poured  in  his 
broadfide,  clofed,  with  the  Turk,  in  order 
to  throw  fome  combuflibles  on  board  him, 
hut  blew  up  in  the  attempt.  If  this  were 
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a true  account.  Admiral  SpiritofF,  who 
commanded  on  board  the  Ruffian  fhip, 
muft  have  been  blown  up  with  it.  Yet 
every  body  knows  that  brave  officer  faved 
himfelf,  with  four-and-twenty  others,  in 
his  boat,  and  is  ftill  alive,  at  Peterfbourg, 
loaded  with  the  favors,  he  has  fo  well  de- 
ferved,  of  his  Sovereign.  We  fhould  na- 
turally infer,  like  wife,  from  what  we  are 
told  of  HalTan  Pacha,  that  he  threw  him- 
felf, unhurt,  into  the  Sea,  as  foon  as  he 
faw  his  (hip  had  taken  fire.  Yet  is  it  in- 
conteftable  that  he  arrived  at  Smyrna,  with 
his  body  full  of  wounds.  The  Relation 
given  by  the  Count  de  Choifeul  Gouf- 
fier  is  much  more  conformable  to  truth  and 
probability,  and  more  agreeable  to  the 
account  I received  from  Haflan  Pacha’s 
own  mouth.'  I ffiall  here  quote  what  the 
Count  has  faid  concerning  this  engagement, 
in  chap.  5,  page  94,  of  his  Voyage 
refque  de  la  Grece, 

“ Admiral  Spiritow  left  the  line  fingly 
“ to  attack  Haflan’s  fhip,  which  led  the 
“ van  of  the -Turks.  They  fought  with 
**  great  fury,  and,  clofing  with  each  other, 
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■ faftened  themfelves  together  with  their 
I “ grappling  irons.  The  Ruffians  then 
“ threw  fome  combuftibles  on  board  the 
**  Enemy,  which  took  effed:,  but  too  fud- 
' denly,  for,  before  they  could  difengage 
“ themfelves,  they  both  blew  up  together. 
“ Only  four-and-twenty  Ruffians  were 
faved,  among  which  were  the  Admiral, 
his  Son,  and  Count  Theodore  Orlow, 
“ This  fuperb  firft  rate  carried  ninety  brais 
cannon,  and  had  on  board  a cheft,  con- 
“ taining  five  hundred  thoufand  rubles.’* 

I believe  the  Count  de  Choifeul  will  be 
far  from  difpleafed  if  I add,  to  what  he  has 
written,  feveral  particulars,  which  were 
communicated  to  me  by  Hafian  Pacha  him- 
felf,  immediately  after  the  engagement. — 
The  news  of  the  total  deftrudion  of  the 
Ottoman  Feet  was  known  at  Smyrna,  by 
four  in  the  morning,  on  Sunday,  the  eighth 
of  July,  1770.  That  calamitous  event  was 
before  but  too  much  feared,  becaufe  re- 
peated advices  from  Tchefmai,  the  feene  of 
this  terrible  defirudion,  had  given  reafon 
to  exped  fome  dreadful  difafter;  befides, 
the  explofion  of  the.  Ihips,  as  they  blew 
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up,  and  the  report  of  the  great  guns,  as  the 
fire  reached  them,  had  been  very  plain- 
ly heard,  and  the  column  of  fmoke,  which 
arofe  from  each  velTel  as  her  powder  took 
fire,  very  diftin<flly  feen  riling  in  the  air,  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  diftrid:  of  Karaboornoo. 
But  no  fooner  was  this  event  certainly  known 
than  the  Mahometan  inhabitants  of  that 
City,  fo  incredulous  before,  were  feized 
with  Confternation  and  Defpair.  The  Po- 
pulace, rendered  furious  by  this  reverfe  of 
Fortune,  and,  inflamed  by  the  feditious 
difcourfe  of  Ibrahim  Aga,  Commiflioner  of 
the  Cufioms  at  Smyrna,  a man  wicked, 
cruel,  and  fanatic  in  the  extreme,  deter- 
mined to  give  a loofe  to  their  rage,  and 
revenge  themfelves  on  the  Chriftians, 
principally  the  Greeks.  < Ibrahim  Aga  fet 
them  the  example  ; and  the  fame  day,  at 
five  in  the  morning,  began,  by  caufing  all 
the  Greeks,  who  had  any  kind  of  employ- 
ment in  the  Cuftom-houfe,  to  be  mur- 
dered within  the  walls  of  that  Building; 
though,  as  an  Edifice  belonging  to  the 
Emperor,  it  ought*  to  have  commanded 
his  refpedt  ; and  his  duty  required  he  fhould 
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prote<3:  all  who  might  take  refuge  there  as 
an  Afylum.  Immediately  a general  maf- 
facre  commenced  in  all  the  markets, 
fquares,  and  ftreets  of  the  City,  and  in  lefs 
than  four  hours,  about  fifteen  hundred 
Greeks  were  murdered  ; two  Europeans, 
the  Sieur  Gargani,  a Florentine  Merchant, 
and  the  Sieur  Gallo,  the  Dutch  Interpreter, 
fell  vidims  to  the  fury  of  the  enraged  po- 
pulace. They  certainly  would  not  have 
fpared  the  Francs  of  any  nation,  had  it 
been  a working  day,  and  bufinefs  had 
brought  them  into  the  fireets  and  markets. 
This  Butchery  laded  from  five  in  the  morn- 
ing till  nine  in  the  evening,  when  the 
Officers  of  the  Janifiaries,  with  fome  chofen 
men  of  their  body,  fiationing  themfelves 
in  different  detachments  in  every  quarter 
of  the  City,  at  length  put  a flop  to  thefe 
' diforders.  The  flaughter  ceafed,  but  the 
tumult  was  not  entirely  appeafed.  • The 
Government,  terrified,  dared  no  longer 
exert  its  power,  or  reprefs  the  infolence  of 
the  rioters.  All  the  Europeans  took  re- 
fuge on  board  the  fhips  of  their  refpedtive 
nations  i the  Confuls,  alone,  remaining  in 
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the  City,  to  proted,  as  much  as  in  their 
power,  the  perfons  and  property  of  their 
Countrymen.  Thefe  Commotions  conti- 
nued more  than  a month,  of  which  every 
day  was  rendered  remarkable  by  the  dread 
of  fome  new  outrage. 

It  was  m this  critical  moment  HafTan 
Pacha,  then  called  Haffan  Bey,  having 
efcaped  from  fo  many  dangers,  was  brought 
wounded  to  Smyrna,  to  feek  the  affiftance 
of  which  he  flood  fo  much  in  need.  He 
was  very  ill  received,  becaufe  it  was  ima- 
gined he  had  been  the  occafion  of  the  De- 
flrudlion  of  the  Fleet  j for  it  was  not  then 
know  that  Jafter  Bey,  feized  with  terror 
at  what  had  happened  to  the  two  Admi- 
' rals,  had  fled  for  fafety  to  the  road  of 
Tchefmai,  and  induced  the  reft  of  the 
Ships  to  follow  his  pernicious  example. 

As  foon-as  I was  informed  of  the  arri- 
val of  HafTan  Bey  at  Smyrna,  I paid  him  a 
viflt  at  the  cuflom-houfe,  where  he  had 
taken  up  his  refidence.  I was  accompanied 
by  M.  Fonton,  Interpreter’s  Secretary  to 
the  French  King,  and  firfl  Dragoman  to 
the  Confulfhip  j M.  D’Amirat,  third  Dra- 
goman, 
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goman,  as  alfo  by  Meffieurs  Perretie  and 
Marragon,  French  Merchants,  who  were 
dehrous  to  go  with  me.  We  found  him 
feated  on  a Sopha,  with  his  face  very  much 
burnt  by  Gunpowder,  leaning  his  head  on 
a pillow,  his  arms  and  legs  fupported  by 
four  pillows,  and  obliged,  by  his  wounds, 
to  remain  in  an  exceflively  uneafy  pofture. 
After  many  civilities  on  both-  hdes,  I made 
him  an  olfer  of  the  Attendance  of  M. 
Michel,  Phyfician  to  the  French  hofpital 
at  Smyrna,  which  he  accepted  with  great 
pleafure.  Our  difcourfe  on  the  wounds  he 
had  received  naturally  led  to  a relation  of 
the  engagement,  when  he  gave  me  the  ac- 
count I am  now  going  to  repeat. 

The  Captain  Pacha,  after  having  made 
thofe  difpolitions  as  ill  imagined  on  his 
part  as  they  are  well  defcribed  in  the  Me- 
moirs, after  having  anchored  his  fifteen 
Ships  of  the  line,  and  his  Frigates  between 
the  main  land  of  Afia  and  the  Spalmadore 
iflands,  waited,  in  his  galley,  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Ruffian  Fleet,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  Ottoman  Admirals,  who, 
during  a battle,  are  always  on  board  fome 
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velTel  with  oars,  that  they  may  be  more 
cafily  conveyed  to  give  their  orders,  where- 
ever  their  prefence  may  be  neceffary.  As 
foon  as  the  frigates  made  the  fignal  for 
feeing  the  enemies  fleet,  HalTan  Bey,  Cap- 
tain of  the  flag  fhip  of  the  Captain  Pacha, 
fent  to  him,  feveral  times,  for  permilhon 
to  get  under  fail,  but  could  not  obtain 
leave.  Admiral  Spiritow  attacked  the 
Turkifh  Admiral’s  Ship  the  momeOt  he 
found  himfelf  fufficiently  near,  and  the 
engagement  was  long  and  obflinate.  Haf- 
fan  Bey,  at  anchor,'  and  unable  to  flir,  re- 
ceived, for  four  hours,  the  fire  of  the  Ruf- 
fian Ship,  which,  immediately  after  having 
difcharged  one  broadfide,  palled  him,  and 
tacked  about  to  pour  in  the  other,  no  part 
of  which  he  could  avoid,  as  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  move  ; he  anfwered  it  there- 
fore as  well  as  he  could,  till  a fortunate 
accident  feemed  to  incline  the  fcale  in  his 
favor. 

The  Turkifh  Ships  of  the  line  have  all, 
in  their  upper  tire,  four  or  fix  guns  of  an 
enormous  calibre,  which  carry  ftone  balls 
of  feveral  hundred  weight.  One  of  thefe 
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balls  carried  away  the  rudder  of  the  Ruf- 
I ban  Ship,  which,  being  no  longer  under 
I command  of  the  Pilot,  drove  down  upon 
’ the  Turk.  HalTan  Bey,  fearing  the  Ruffian 
ffiould  be  carried  fo  far  as  to  fruftrate  the 
proje(ft  he  had  formed  of  boarding  him, 
made  the  only  motion  in  his  power,  with- 
out difobeying  the  command  of  the  Pacha 
to  remain  at  anchor,  and  fwung  himfelf 
on  his  cable,  keeping  always  in  a line  with 
his  enemy,  in  order  to  receive  him,  if  pof- 
iible,  on  his  broadhde.  This  Manœuvre 
fucceeded  ; the  two  Ships  prefently  met, 
and  were  faftened  together  by  their  grap- 
pling irons.  Haflan  Bey  attempted  to 
board,  and  received  feveral  wounds,  not- 
withflanding  which,  he  was  on  the  point 
of  making  himfelf  mafter  of  his  enemy’s 
Ship,  when  the  Ruffians,  feeing  no  other 
means  of  efcaping,  after  the  lofs  of  their 
rudder,  even  though  they  ffiould  be  able  to 
throw  off  the  grappling  irons,  adopted  the 
dangerous  expedient  of  throwing  an  artifi- 
cial firework  into  the  Turkiffi  Ship,  which 
immediately  fet  it  in  flames.  Haffan  Bey 
was  therefore  obliged  to  give  over  all  at- 
VoL,  II.  tempts 
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tempts  to  board,  in  order  to  extingullh  the 
hre  ; but  the  flames,  catching  the  Ruffian 
Ship  at  the  fame  time,  they  both  burnt  to- 
gether with  great  fury.  Admiral  Spiritow 
feeing  it  impoffible  to  preferve  his  Ship, 
faved  himfelf  and  twenty-four  other  perfons 
in  his  boat.  Haifan  Bey,  alfo,  made  fome 
fruitlefs  efforts  to  prevent  the  deftrucffion 
of  his  fliip  ; but,  deferted  by  his  crew, 
who  had  thrown  themfelves  into  the  Sea, 
he  was  obliged  to  follow  their  example, 
and  was  fortunate  enough  to  efcapc  from 
the  dreadful  explolion  of  the  two  fliips, 
which  blew  up  a moment  after,  at  a fmali  ' 
diftance  from  each  other  ; he  had  alfo  fuf- 
ficient  refokition  and  ftrength,  not  with - 
Aanding  his  wounds,  -and  the  fatigues  he 
had  undergone,  to  reach  the  land,  by  the 
aid  of  a broken  plank,  and  the  affiftance 
of  a faithful  friend,  whofe  generous  beha- 
viour ought  not  to  be  pafled  over  in 
filence. 

Achmed  Aga,  a rich  Merchant  of  the 
Morea,  who  had  long  maintained  the  moft 
intimate  friendfhip  with  Haffan  Bey,  hav-  . 
ing  learned  the  latter  was  appointed  Cap- 
tain 
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tain  of  the  flag  fliip,  to  the  Captain  Pacha, 

I and  was  to  command  the  Admiral  fliip, 
t left  his  own  country,  to  repair  to  his  friend 

i 

jat  Conftantinople,  and  accompany  him, 

! in  quality  of  volunteer.  He  accordingly 
embarked  in  the./.fame  fhip,  with  Haflfan 
Bey,  fought  by  his  fide  with  the  utmoft 
bravery,  gave  him  every  afllfliance  in  his 
power,  nor  forfook  the  fhip  till  he  prepa- 
red to  do  the  fame  ; and  when  HaflTan  was 
obliged  to  fave  himfelf  by  fwimming,  threw 
himfelf  firfl:  into  the  fea,  affifted  him  to 
feize  a part  of  the  wreck,  and  brought  him 
to  fliore,  fometimes  fupporting  him,  and 
fometimes,  as  it  were,  towing  him  along. 
He,  at  length,  though  not  without  great 
difficulty,  conducted  him  fafe  to  Smyrna. 
Such  an  inftance,  of  friendfliip  and  fidelity, 
does  honor  at  once  to  the  Ottoman  nation 
and  to  humanity,  and  well  deferved  a place 
in  the  Memoirs. 

The  day  after  my  vifit  to  Hafl'an  Bey, 
Achmed  Aga  came  to  fee  me,  and  con- 
firmed all  thefe  circumftances,  which  I had 
before  heard  from  the  Vice  Admiral  him- 
fclf. 
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M.  Michel,  the  French  phyfician  at 
Smyrna,  attended  Haflan  Bey,  for  a month’ 
or  five  weeks,  and  effected  a perfed:  cure 
of  his  wounds  ; I alfo  obtained  permiflion, 
from  our  refident  at  that  place,  to  defray 
the  expence,  at  the  charge  of  the  King  of 
France  ; and,  in  confequence,  gave  an 
order  to  M.  Marin,  then  firfi:  Deputy  for 
the  French  nation,  at  Smyrna,  who  reim- 
burfed  M.  Michel,  and  placed  the  money 
to  the  account  of  the  public  expences,  at 
that  Port.  The  accounts  of  thefe  expen- 
ces, may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  de  Ma~ 
rine  and  will  prove  the  truth  of  what  I 
have  here  related,  fhould  it  be  doubted. 

HafiTan  Bey  left  Smyrna,  foon  after  he 
was  cured,  but  remained  in  a kind  of 
obfcurity  and  dilgrace,  becaufe  Jaffer  Bey, 
having  found  means  to  conceal  from  the 
Miniftry,  by  fpecious  pretences,  his  own 
defpicable  conduct,  and  depreciate  the  gal- 
lant behavior  of  his  Colleague,  had  been 
advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Captain  Pacha  i 
but  the  Truth  foon  became  manifeft.  The 
conduct  of  Hafian  Bey  was  juftified  and 
applauded,  Jaffer  Bey  exiled  to  Rhodes, 
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I and  Haflan  promoted  to  his  place,  in  which 
his  faithful  fervices  have  continued  to  merit 
the  entire  confidence  of  Sultan  Muftapha 
and  Sultan  Abdulhamid,  his  fucceflbr. 

(U.  p.  78.  Part  III.)  The  Author,  who 
has  not  rendered  fufficicnt  juftice  to  the 
brave  Haffan,  in  his  relation  of  the  above 
adiion,  fhould  not  have  refufed  him  that  glo- 
ry at  Lemnos,  which,  perhaps,  the  Annals  of 
Hifiory  cannot  exceed,  and  which  equals  the 
mofi:  renowned  exploits  of  Greece  or  Rome. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  Ottoman  Empire 
that  Hafian  Pacha  attacked  the  Ruffians 
with  more  fuccefs  than  Baron  de  Tott  had 
combated,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Minifters, 
his  plan  for  the  expedition.  That  gallant 
commander  fhewed  himfelf  much  better 
acquainted  with  the  bravery  of  thofe  he  had 
chofen,  to  accompany  him  in  this  enterprife, 
than  he  had  appeared  to  be  with  the  mecha- 
nic powers  at  the  Dardanelles.  The  fuc- 
cefs of  this  bold  undertaking  was  certainly 
not  very  probable,  and  the  means  propofed 
.apparently  infufficient  ; but  this  only  ferves 
to  render  his  vidtory  ftill  more  illuflrious. 
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It  was,  indeed,  more  extraordinary  than  the 
Memoirs  reprefent,  fince  Haflan  Pacha  had 
with  him  only  fifteen  hundred  men,  inftead 
of  four  thoufand,  as  is  there  faid. 

Having  embarked  this  inconfiderable  force 
in  fome  very  fmall  boats,  without  either 
artillery  or  provifions,  he  left  the  Darda* 
nelles,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  darknefs 
of  the  night,  landed  the  next  day  in  an  un- 
inhabited creek  of  the  Ifland  of  Lemnos.  As 
foon  as  his  little  detachment  had  got  on 
fliore,  he  fpurned  the  boat  adrift,  in  which 
he  came,  commanding  all  who  were  with 
him  to  do  the  like  : the  boats  being  thus 
driven  out  to  fea,  he  made  this  fhort  ha- 
rangue to  his  followers.  “ Comrades,  our 
“ flight  is  now  rendered  impoflible  ; we 
“ muft  conquer  or  die  ; we  are  fafting,  and 
“ have  no  provifions  ; but  we  fliall  procure 
**  plenty  from  our  enemies  when  we  have 
**  vanquiflied  them,  till  when  we  mufl: 
not  expe<ft  to  eat.  Follow  me  ; I lead 
you  to  vidtory.”  He  immediately  fets 
out  by  forced  marches,  drives  the  Ruffians 
from  the  city  of  Lemnos  and  Port  St. 
Anthony  j forces  them  to  take  refuge  on 
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board  their  fhips  with  the  moft  ihameful 
precipitation,  raifes  the  fiege  of  the  Fort, 
which  had  been  carried  on,  without  efFe(5t, 
during  four  months,  diflodges  the  enemy 
from  a poft  highly  advantageous  and  pro- 
per for  favoring  all  their  operations,  makes 
himfelf  mafter  of  their  Artillery  and  Bag- 
gage, beholds  them  fet  fail,  and  then  re- 
turns in  triumph  to  the  Dardanelles.  Haf- 
fan  Pacha  was  fortunate,  no  doubt;  but 
might  good  fortune  alone  perform  all  this  ? 
What  a mind  muft  that  General  poflefs, 
who  only  could  conceive  fuch  a projedl  ! 
What  fortitude  to  undertake,  and  what 
prudence  to  conduct  it  fo  fuccefsfully  ! 
What  honor  is  not  due  to  his  courageous 
AlTociates  ! And  what  can  we  think  of  the 
Vifir,  who  could  call  thofe  brave  men  raf-^ 
cals,  and  wifh  they  might  no  longer  burthen 
their  country  ! The  three  hundred  Greeks 
who  died  at  Thermopylae  might  be  ftiled 
rafcals  with  equal  juftice. 

I cannot  conclude  this  paragraph  with- 
out mentioning  the  valor  and  lirmnefs  of 
Difdar,  the  Governor  of  the  little  Fortrcfs 
of  Lemnos,  who,  with  a garrifon  of  fix 
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hundred  men,  very  few  provifions,  and 
ftill  lefs  ammunition,  refifted,  during  four 
months,  all  the  fea  and  land  forces  the 
RuffiansJhad  brought  into  the  Archipelago. 
I faw  him  at  Smyrna  a fhort  time  after  the 
Siege  was  raifed  ; he  related  to  me  all  the 
circumftances  of  it  with  the  Modefty,  Sim- 
plicity, and  Magnanimity  conftantly  at- 
tendant on  true  Heroifm.  A nation  which 
produces  fuch  men  cannot  be  totally  def- 
picable,  I fhall  here  fubjoin  a Charadier 
of  HalTan  Pacha,  which,  I believe,  will  be 
allowed,  by  thofe  who  know  him,  to  re- 
femble  the  original  much  more  than  that 
given  in  the  Memoirs,  , 

This  Admiral  is  about  feventy  years  of 
age,  of  a middling  ftature,  and  ftoutly 
made.  He  has  received  from  nature  an 
extremely  flrong  conftitution,  which  he 
has  rendered  ftill  ftronger  by  the  fatigues 
of  war,  and  his  hardy  manner  of  living. 
His  complexion  is  dark,  and  embrowned 
by  the  fun  and  air  ; his  countenance,  though 
not  handfome,  is  fufficiently  regular,  and 
commands  refpedt  by  a beard  and  white 
muftachios.  There  is,  in  his  look  and  man- 
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ner,  an  air  of  courage  and  firmnefs  which 
difplays  the  elevation  of  his  mind,  and 
which  might  at  fird;  be  miftaken  for  fero- 
city. He  is  fober  from  natural  inclination, 
auftere  from  principle,  religious  from  con- 
vidion,  fevere  from  love  of  order,  firm 
and  implacable  from  difpofition,  and,  un- 
fortunately, fometimes  cruel  and  fanguinary 
from  neceffity.  He  was  born  with  thofe 
feeds  of  Genius  which  would  have  render- 
ed him  a truly  aftonifhing  man,  if  the  ne- 
gledt  of  all  fi;udy,  till  too  advanced  an  age, 
and  the  want  of  even  the  firfi:  principles 
of  fcience  had  not  prevented  their  coming 
to  perfection.  His  valor,  his  intrepidity, 
his  activity,  his  love  of  his  country,  which 
exalt  him  to  an  equality  with  the  greatefl: 
heroes  recorded  in  any  hifiory,  either  an- 
cient or  modern,  would  have  been  much 
more  brilliant  and  ufeful  to  the  State,  if 
they  had  been  guided  by  more  extenfive 
Knowledge.  He  has,  however,  rendered 
the  Empire  the  mod  diftinguilhed  fervices 
both  in^  the  cabinet  and  the  field.  We 
have  already  feen  what  he  performed  by 
fea.  By  land,  continually  victorious,  he 
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faw  an  enemy  infinitely  fuperior  in  num- 
bers fly  before  him  at  Lemnos,  without 
once  putting  it  in  their  power  to  retaliate. 
He  re-eflablifhed  the  Ottoman  Marine, 
which  had  been  entirely  deflroyed  at 
Tchefmai.  He  introduced  great  improve- 
ments into  the  building  and  rigging  of 
fhips,  lowered  their  decks,  rendered  their 
flerns  lefs  lofty,  and  more  elegant  and 
commodious  ; raifed  their  marts,  and  pro- 
vided them  with  better  tackling,  and  a 
more  regular  artillery.  He  chartifed  the 
mort  formidable  rebels  in  the  Empire,  de- 
livered the  Morea  from  the  Invafion  of  the 
Albanians,  who,  under  the  pretence  of 
defending  that  fine  province  from  a fécond 
attack  of  the  Ruffians,  had  committed  the 
greateft  devaftations.  He  preferved  the 
Greeks,  when  it  was  deliberated  in  the 
Council  to  exterminate  them  entirely,  as 
a puniffiment  for  their  defection,  and  to 
prevent  their  future  rebellion  : he  obtained 
for  them  a general  amnerty,  which  he  took 
care  rtiould  be  faithfully  obfervcfl  ; and 
this,  added  to  the  ill-treatment  with  which 
the  Ruffians  rewarded  the  Greeks  for  all 
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the  favors  they  received  from  them,  has 
brought  back  a great  number  of  emigrants, 
and  prevented  the  total  defertion  of  that 
numerous  clafs  of  fubjedls,  which  an  un- 
feafonable  rigor  would  have  occafioned,  and 
which  muft  have  depopulated  the  pro- 
vinces, rendered  a great  part  of  the  coun- 
try uncultivated,  and  deprived  the  fleet  of 
a nurfery  of  failors.  He  has  conftantly 
maintained  the  government,  good  order, 
and  tranquillity  of  the  Capital,  and  prevent- 
ed, or  quelled,  every  infurredtion.  Nature, 
afliflied  by  Study  and  Art,  would  have  made 
Haflan  Pacha  a prodigious.  Nature  alone 
has  only  made  him  a great,  man. 

While  I reprehend  the  Author  of  the 
Memoirs  for  the  unjufl;  and  difadvantageous 
colours  in  which  he  has  painted  HafTan 
Pacha,  I cannot  fufhciently  extol  the  por- 
traits he  has  drawn  of  the  three  Minifters  * 
who  governed  the  Empire,  at  the  time  when 
Baron  de  Tott  commenced  his  operations. 
Nothing  can  be  more  exadt.  I was  ac-  ’ 
quainted  with  all  the  three.  I faw  the 

* Part  III.  page  3c. 
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Pachas,  Melek  and  Izzet,  at  Smyrna,  after 
their  Viziriat. — The  firft  exhibited  in  his 
elegant  figure  the  marks  of  that  mildnefs 
and  goodnefs  of  difpofition  he  fo  eminently 
poflefied,  and  nothing  more.  To  the  fame 
qualities,  in  the  other,  were  added  real 
abilities,  both  natural  and  acquired.  If- 
mael  Bei  was  in  exile  and  fick,  at  Scio, 
when  I touched  there,  on  my  return  to 
France,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  1778. 
As  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  my  arrival 
at  the  Ifland,  he  fent  one  of  the  principal 
officers  of  his  houfehold,  to  requefi;  me  to 
come  and  fee  him.  This  invitation  was 
conveyed  in  terms  highly  expreffive  of  that 
avidity  with  which  all  exiled  Minifiers  en- 
quire after  news,  and  feek  an  opportunity 
of  difcourfing  on  the  great  affairs  in  which 
they  have  been  engaged.  1 found  him  in 
that  kind  of  lethargy  that  opium,  which 
he  took  immoderately,  produces,  I per- 
ceived he  was  of  the  clafs  of  perfons  called 
‘Thcriakisy  who  are  deferibed  in  the  Me- 
moirs in  fo  juft  and  lively  a manner.  I 
defpaired  of  being  able  to  enter  into  any 
reafonable  dheourfe  with  him,  when,  hav- 
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ing  a little  dirperfed  the  fumes  of  the  opi- 
um, he  made  me  the  cuftomary  compli- 
ments, and  addreffed  me  in  the  moft  civil 
and  obliging  terms.  The  converfation  be- 
came infenhbly  more  animated  ; he  fome- 
times  funk  into  his  firft  ftupidity,  but  re- 
quefted  me  to  continue  my  difcourfe  ; lod: 
not  a word  of  what  I faid,  and,  again  col- 
lecting himfelf,  anfwered  me  with  a pre- 
cifion  and  propriety  extremely  furprifing. 
About  eleven  o’clock  dinner  was  ferved, 
during  which  he  was  particularly  lively 
and  agreeable.  He  eat  but  little,  and  lè- 
verai remarks  efcaped  him,  of  the  fame 
nature  with  the  circumftance  of  the  two 
canary  birds,  mentioned  in  the  Memoirs. 
Indeed,  the  Theriakis  are  remarkable  for 
their  temperance  in  other  refpeCts,  and  ad- 
dicted to  a thoufand  little  childiih  fancies. 
A flower,  a fruit,  a bird,  or  a toy,  are 
amufements  as  highly  valued  by  them  as 
we  can  poffibly  prize  what  we  efteem  our 
inofl;  delicious  pleafures.  At  noon,  Ifmael 
Bei  waflied  and  repeated  his  prayers,  after 
which  we  again  refumed  our  Converfation. 
It  principally  turned  on  what  had  pafTed 
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during  the  war,  and  fince  the  peace. 
Through  the  whole  of  this  conference  that 
Minifter  difcovered  an  agreeable  and  lively 
difpofition,  a found  judgment,  enlarged 
views,  great  elegance  of  language,  and  a 
very  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  interefts 
of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe.  About 
four  o’clock  water  was  brought  him  for 
the  neceflary  ablutions  before  the  prayer 
called  Ikindi  ; I then  took  my  leave,  and 
he  aflured  me  nothing  could  give  him  a 
greater  pleafure  than  to  fee  me  again,  if 
accident  fhould  ever  bring  us  together.  • 

Ifmael  Bei  was  red:ored  to  favor  ; a Ihort 
time  after  Sultan  Abdulhamid  honoured 
him  with  three  tails,  and  appointed  him 
Pacha  of  Cairo,  whence  he  has  been  re« 
moved  to  other  lefs  turbulent  Govern- 
ments. 

The  Charader  of  the  Emperor  Sultan 
Muftapha,  whofe  confidence  was  firfi;  en- 
joyed by  Baron  de  Tott,  defer ves  to  be  de- 
fcribed,  fince  the  Memoirs  only  afford  a 
few  fcattered  features,  which  muft  be  col- 
leded,  in  order  to  form  a whole.  That 
Prince  polfcfTed  a iound  judgment,  an  up- 
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right  heart,  and  an  aufterity  of  manners. 
His  underftanding  did  not  furpafs  medio- 
crity. He  fpoke  with  eafe  and  precifion, 
and  wrote  a finer  hand  than  is  ufual  for  a 
Sovereign.  His  health,  greatly  injured  by 
the  poifon  of  Sultan  Ofman,  to  which  he 
faw  his  elded  brother,  Sultan  Mehemed, 
fall  a vidtim,  did  not  permit  him  to  indulge 
himfelf  much  in  pleafure,  to  which  he  was 
naturally  little  inclined.  Entirely  devoted 
to  bufinefs,  and  perpetually  buried  among 
his  papers,  he  laboured  withoût  remiffion  ; 
and  when  his  favourites  reprefented  to  him 
that  fuch  continued  attention  was  injurious 
to  his  health,  he  anfwered.  My  application 
is  ncceflary,  fince  none  of  you  underftand 
how  to  condudt  Bufinefs.  He  has  given 
many  eminent  examples  of  his  juftice,  and, 
if  in  fome  inftances  he  has  been  charged 
with  cruelty,  it  has  arifen  lefs  from  his 
natural  difpofition,  than  religious  and  na- 
tional prejudices.  He  has  been  unjudiy 
accufed  of  avarice,  fince  he  has  exhauded 
his  treafures  in  endeavouring  to.re-edablidi 
a declining  Empire.  It  would  be  equally 
unjud  to  afçribe  to  him  great  talents,  or 
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'to  deny  him  zeal  and  good  intentions  ; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but,  had  his 
reign  been  lefs  difturbed,  and  more  for- 
tunate, his  lincere  defire  of  reforming  abufes 
would  have  had  the  moft  beneficial  effeâs  : 
for,  when  a Sovereign  is  determinedly  in- 
tent on  doing  good,  his  minifters  are  al- 
ways competent  to  the  execution  of  his 
will. 

(Y.  page  1 14.  Part  III.)  The  Turks 
have  no  iron  cannon,  and  either  know  not 
how,  of  difdain  to  make  it.  All  their  Ar- 
tillery is  of  brafs,  nor  have  they  any  other 
on  board  their  fhips  ; for  though  we  find 
pieces  of  iron  ordnance  in  fome  of  their 
fortified  places,  or  on  board  their  merchant 
fhips,  thefe  have  all  been  taken  in  war,  or 
purchafed  from  the  Swedes,  Danes,  or 
other  Europeans.  It  is,  indeed,  very  fur- 
prifing  that  their  founderies  fhould  have 
no  furnaces  proper  for  melting  iron,  fince 
that  at  Tophana  fends  every  day  to  Con- 
ftantinople  a prodigious  number  of  brafs 
pieces,  fome  of  them  of  an  enormous  ca- 
libre, excellent,  beautiful,  and  long  fince 
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brought  to  perfedion,  according  to  the  pro- 
portions and  models  of  theEuropean  artillery. 
They  are  continually  to  be  feen,  ranged  along 
the  fhore  at  Tophana,  frequently  in  double 
and  triple  rows  ; nor  can  we,  without  great 
injuftice,  accufe  the  Turks  of  total  igno- 
rance in  the  art  of  calling  artillery.  It  is 
in  fad  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  can 
produce  one  fo  beautiful  without  furnaces 
proper  for  calling  the  fmall  field- pieces,  of 
which  they  are  in  want,  and  which  Baron 
de  Tott  undertook  to  fabricate.  This  is  a 
problem,  the  folution  of  which  I lhall  leave 
to  thofe  who  are  more  converfant  in  matters 
of  this  nature. 

I 

(Z,  page  1 1 8.  Part  III.)  This  pafiage 
would  lead  us  to  imagine  the  Turks  have 
neither  architeds  nor  workmen.  To  con- 
fute fuch  an  opinion,  we  may  appeal  to  the 
augull  Manes  of  the  Emperors  Selim,  So- 
liman, Bajazet,  Achmed,  and  Mahmoud, 
who  have  left  behind  them  fuch  fuperb 
Mofques,  Khans,  Befellins,  and  many  other 
monuments  of  their  grandeur  and  magni- 
ficence. Thofe  illuftrious  Monarchs  did 
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not  certainly  fend  for  any  European  Aftifts 
to  ere(ft  thde  majeftic  edifices  j they  were 
all  built  by  archite(5ls  and  workmen  who 
were  natives.  They  are  the  Admiration 
of  foreign  Connoifieurs;  and  the  Author  of 
the  Memoirs  himfelf,  in  his  firft  Volume, 
has  not  denied  them  fome  praife.  Sultan 
Selim  employed  an  Armenian  Architeâ:  in 
building  his  two  Tuperb  Mofques,  one  of 
which  is  at  Confiantinople,  and  the  other 
at  Andrinople  : and,  after  they  were  finifh- 
ed,  alked  him  which  was  the  mofi:  beauti- 
ful. I have  expended  mofi:  money,  re- 
plied the  Artift,  in  that  of  Andrinople, 
but  moft  fcience  in  that  of  the  Metropolis. 
Another  Armenian,  named  Echek  Simeon, 
who  is,  perhaps,  flill  living,  or  has  cer- 
tainly not  been  long  dead,  without  being 
able  either  to  write  or  read,  or  even  to 
draw,  has,  in  our  time,  executed,  in  a 
truly  mafterly  manner,  the  magnificent 
Mofque  of  Sultan  Mahmoud,  of  which  I 
have  already  fpoken,  and  which  Sultan  Of- 
man  caufed  to  be  finished,  in  order  to  give 
it  his  own  name.  The  fiupidity  and  igno- 
rance of  this  Armenian  in  every  thing  but 
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ArchîteÛure  was  fo  great,  that  it  procured 
him  the  name  of  IBiChek  Simeon,  or  Simeon 
the  Afs. 

I think  I have  now  faid  enough  to  juftify 
the  Turks  from  this  accufation  brought 
againft  them  by  the  Author,  who  feems 
willing  to  infinuate  they  have  neither  archi- 
tects, mafons,  -nor  fmiths  -,  for,  lince  all 
thefe  different  workmen  muft  concur  to 
the  completion  of  a grand  Edifice;  the 
Founders  of  the  fuperb  Buildings,  I have 
mentioned,  rriuft  have  obtained,  and  might 
Bill  obtain,  all  the  Artifts  neceffary  to  fuch 
•undertakings  at  home,  becaufe  they  have  not 
been  obliged  to  procure  them  elfewhere, 

(A.  page  134.  Part  III.)  The  enrolled 
Janiffaries  arc,  in  faCt,  fo  numerous  that 
the  number,  if  it  could  be  afeertained, 
would  amount  to  feveral  millions.  Both 
Baron  de  Tott  and  myfelf  have  contributed 
to  augment  it  ; I having,  like  him,  been 
admitted  into  this  Corps  at  Precop,  in 
1758.  They  are,  however,  only  eftimated 
at  forty  thoufand;  on  which  account  they 
are  called  Kirk  Bin  Koul,  or  the  forty  thou- 
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fand  flaves  ; and,  though  there  may  be  four 
hundred  thoufand  on  the  pay-lift,  it  is 
certain,  the  treafury  does  not  iftue  pay  for 
more  than  forty  thoufand,  that  being  only 
received  by  the  Janiftaries  of  the  Oc/as,  or 
Barracks,  at  Conftantinople,  and  thofe  who 
in  the  Garrifons  have  followed  their  Kettle, 
All  thofe  who  are  not  with  the  ftandard 
are  called  Tamaks,  and  receive  no  emolu- 
ment. 

. All  other  Corps,  which  compofe  the 
military  force  of  the  Turks,  are  in  like 
manner  very  numerous  : the  reafon  of  which 
is  that  the  People  are  divided  into  two 
ClalTes,  the  AJkeris,  or  military,  and  the 
Beledis,  or  peafants.  Every  Mahometan, 
who  does  not  belong  to  fome  military 
corps,  is  obliged  by  the  Law  to  pay,  like 
the  Rayas,  a capitation  tax,  and  is  aflefted 
for  his  fhare  of  the  impofts  levied  on  the 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  and  which  are 
called  T^ekialif  urjia  ; and  though  this  Law 

be  not  rigorouHy  put  in  execution,  it  never- 
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thelcfs  caufes  many  to  enter  their  names  on 
the  lifts. 


(B. 


AND  REMARKS.  261- 

(B.  page  136.  Part  III.)  The  fixteen 
millions  and  a half,  appropriated  by  Sultan 
Soliman  to  thefe  purpolès,  are  the  grants 
of  the  Fiefs  called  'Timars  and  Ziamets, 
and  which  fo  far  anfwer  the  expectation  of 
the  founder,  with  refpeCt  to  the  Cavalry, 
that  this  feudal  Cavalry  is  often  fo  nume- 
rous as  to  become  more  prejudicial  than 
ufeful,  and  occafion  confulion  and  fcarcity 
in  the  Army,  as  the  Author  himfelf  has 
remarked  in  another  paffage  of  the  Me- 
moirs. 

Baron  de  Tott,  both  as  a military  man, 
and  a man  of  extenfive  knowledge  and  long 
experience  in  the  manners  of  the  people  he' 
defcribes,  was  certainly  better  qualified 
than  any  other  perfon  to  give  us  a perfect- 
ly fatisfaCtory  account  of  the  Turkhh  mili- 
tarv  ; it  is  therefore  v/ith  the  utmoft  re- 
gret,  we  perceive  he  has  thrown  but  little 
light  on  a fubjeCt  he  was  fo  well  able  to 
illuftrate.  He  has  fpoken  frequently  of 
the  Corps  of  the  Janiflaries,  without  faying 
of  how  many  companies  it  confifts,  and 
without  making  mention  of  its  divifion 
into  Ortas,  Buluks,  and  Seymens,  forming 
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in  all  one  hundred  and  ninety-fix  Compa- 
nies, that  is  to  fay,  one  hundred  and  one 
Ortas,  fixty-one  Buluks,  and  thirty-four 
Seymens.  He  fays  nothing  of  the  Subdk 
vifion  of  thefe  Companies  into  T’ournadjis, 
Guards  of  the  Cranes  ; Zagardjis,  Guards 
of  the  Hounds  j Samfouudjis,  Guards  of  the 
MaftifFs,  and  feveral  other  privileged  com- 
panies, f^ill  a part,  how’ever,  of  the  one 
hundred  and  ninety- fix  vv'hich  form  the 
Corps,  and  the  Chiefs  of  which  arrive, 
like  thofe  of  the  others,  at  the  higheft 
Stations.  He  makes  no  mention  of  the 
Ter  Us  y or  provincial  militia  of  the  Janiifa- 
ries,  commanded  by  a Serdary  in  the  cities 
which  are  not  confidered  as  places  of 
flrength,  and  where  there  is  no  Janifiary 
Aga^  of  the  Tamaksy  or  garrifoned  Inva- 
lids ; of  the  Otouraksy  or  Invalids  exempted 
from  fervice  ; of  the  di  vifion  of  them  which 
takes  place  both  in  garrifon  and  in  the  field 
' into  Sag  Kol  and  So/ Ko/,  or  right  wing  and 
left  wing,  each  of  which  have  their  fepa- 
rate  fiandards,  and  their  refpedive  Agas, 
one  of  whom  is  filled  Sag  Ko/  Agajji,  and 
the  other  So/  Kol  Agajji  5 of  the  Bairaks 
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Serdenghetchedisy  or  Companies  of  Volun- 
teers, which  the  Officers  of  that  body  raifc^ 
in  time  of  war,  take  to  the  army,  and 
maintain  at  their  own  expence.  He  has 
given  a particular  account  of  the  fubalterns 
of  the  Companies,  but  has  faid  nothing 
of  the  higher  officers,  conlifling  of  the  Ja- 
nijj'ary  Aga^  the  Seymen  Bachi,  the  Kou/ 
Kiaiajjiy  the  yenitcheri  Effendiy  the  Muhzur 
Agdy  the  Bacbe  ^chaouchey  and  the  Orta 
^chaoucbe  ; he  has  faid  very  little  of  the 
I'optchisy  or  Gunners,  and  not  even  men- 
tioned the  Coombaradjisy  or  Bombardiers, 
nor  the  School  eftabliffied  for  the  latter  by 
the  late  Comte  de  Bonneval,  Ahmed  Pa- 
cha. He  paffes  over  in  filence  the  AzapSy 
or  Pioneers,  the  Laga?ndjisy  or  Miners,  and 
feveral  other  military  corps,  who  are  each 
diftindt  in  their  eftabliffiment  and  regula- 
tion. He  takes  not  the  flighted  notice  of 
the  Canons  of  Sultan  Soliman,  which  regu- 
late the  government  and  difcipline  of  every 
military  corps  in  the  Empire. 

(C.  page  140.  Part  HI.)  The  word  Irz, 
in  Turkiffi,  has  the  fame  lignification  as 
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Honor,  in  French  •,  and  this  is  fo  true  that, 
when  a Turk  has  been  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  fome  inconvenience  rather  than  forfeit 

r 

his  honor,  he  confoles  himfelf  by  faying 
Irz  belajji,  it  is  a misfortune  which  honor 
entails.  To  exaggerate  our  accufations 
in  this  manner  is  almoft  to  juftify  the  ac- 
cufed.  ■ 

(D.  page  1 88.  Part  III.)  The  happy 
fuccefs  which  has  fince  crowned'  this  Em- 
peror^s  endeavors  to  perpetuate  his  auguft 
Family,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  has  deli- 
vered the  Turks  from  the  fear  of  a failure 
in  the  Ottoman  line,  has  demonftrated  the 
perfedl  recovery  of  a Monarch  who  is  dear 
to  them,  and  done  honor  to  the  phyii- 
cians,  of  each  fex,  who  had  undertaken  his 
cure. 

(E.  page  1 88.  Part  III.)  This  fame  Cai- 
makan,  who  is  here  fpoken  of  by  the  name 
of  Haffan  Pacha,  and  the  furname  Kooy- 
oodgi,  is,  a$  often  as  he  is  mentioned  after- 
wards, condantly  called  Muftapha  Pacha. 
This,  no  doubt,  is  a miftake  of  the  Prin-r 
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ter,  but  that  is  no  apology  for  the  Error 
of  the  Author.  This  Pacha  was  neither 
named  Muftapha,  nor  Plaflan  ; his  name 
was  Seuleimaii  Pacha  Kooyoodgi.  I ob- 
ferve,  alfo,  that  the  Author,  at  page’ 199, 
has  given  the  name  of  U??ier  to  the  High 
Treafurer,  whom  the  fame  Kooyoodgi 
Seuleiman  Pacha  raifed  by  open  force  to 
the  dignity  of  Pacha  with  three  tails, 
which  he  was  fo  unwilling  to  accept.- 
This  High  Treafurer  was  named  Ofman 
EfFendi,  his  Surname  was  Jenichehirlu, 
becaufe  the  town  of  Jenichehir  was  the 
place  of  his  birth.  He  has  fince  been 
known  under  the  name  of  Ofman  Pa- 
cha, 

(F.  page  198.  Part  III.)  It  is  univerfal- 
ly  known  that  the  Surra  Emini  is  never  the 
Condu6lor  of  the  Pilgrims  to  Mecca,  This 
Office  has  always  belonged  to  the  Pacha  of  > 
Damafcus  alone,  who,  on  that  account, 
receives  the  title  of  Emir  Hadje,  or  Com-  > 
mander  of  the  Pilgrims.  Two  Caravans 
fet  out  every  year  for  Mecca,  one  from 
Damafcus,  and  the  other  from  Cairo.  The 
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jfirft  is  condu(3ed  by  the  Pacha  of  Damaf. 
eus,  and  the  other  by  one  of  the  four-and- 
twenty  Beys  who  govern  Egypt.  The 
flrft  is  met  at  Damafeus  by  all  the  Pilgrims 
from  the  northern,  eaflern,  and  weftern 
parts  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  fé- 
cond, which  fets  out  later,  is  formed  at 
Cairo,  of  the  Stragglers,  the  Pilgrims  of 
Egypt,  the  Barbary  States,  the  Empire  of 
Morocco,  and  thofe  who  arrive  from  Tar- 
tary ; as  it  is  more  commodious  and  lefs 
expenfive  for  the  latter  to  go  by  fea,  from 
the  Crimea,  and  the  other  provinces  of 
Little  Tartary,  to  Conftantinople,  and 
thence  again  by  Sea,  and  down  the  Nile, 
to  Cairo,  than  to  make  a long  journey  by 
land  to  Damafeus.  The  firft  Caravan 
waits  for  the  other  at  a certain  diftance' 
from  Mecca,  where  they  join  and  enter  the 
City  together,  under  the  command  of  the 
Emir  Pladje. 

The  Office  of  Surra  Emini,  or  Intendant 
of  the  Alms,  is  to  bear  to  Mecca  the 
money  àriiing  from  the  legacies  bequeath- 
ed by  Individuals,  and  alfo  the  two. .cover- 
ings which  the  Emperor  fends,  one  to 
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Mecca,  and  the  other  to  Medina,  together 
with  the  other  royal  offerings  to  thofe  holy 
) places.  The  firfh  covering  is  defigned  for 
the  Beith  Oullah^  or  houfe  of  God  at 
i Mecca,  which  is  the  grand  objeâ:  of  the 
; pilgrimage,  and  is  commonly  called  .the 
! Kiaba^  or  Cube,  becaufe  its  form  is  a per- 
fed:  cube.  This  covering  is  a black  wool- 
len fluff  without  any  ornament.  The 
Surra  Emini,  who  carries  the  new  one, 
brings  back  the  old,  and  prefents  it  to  the 
Emperor,  who  diftributes  the  pieces  of  it 
to  the  Grandees  and  his  Favorites.  Thefe 
pieces  are  held  in  the  highefl  veneration, 
and  thofe  who  obtain  them  give  orders 
that,  at  their  burial,  their  heads  fhall  be 
covered  with  them  in  the  coffin  ; and  care 
is  taken  to  let  thefe  precious  fragments 
appear  on  the  outfide,  over  the  rich  fluff 
which  covers  the  bier,  in  the  Funerals  of 
the  Great.  The  fécond  covering  is  of 
filk  and  gold,  and  is  not  carried  by  the 
Surra-Emini  to  Mecca,  as  is  faid  in  the 
Memoirs,  but  to  Medina,  where  the  Tomb 
is,  which  it  is  defigned  to  envelop. 
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It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  conclufion 
of  this  volume  and  the  reproaches  with 
which  the  Author  has  loaded  the  Ottoman 
Nation  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
Work.  The  Relations,  contained  in  this 
third  part  of  the  Memoirs,  of  all  the  La- 
bors of  the  Baron  ; the  fuccefs  of  his 
operations,  in  conflrudting  Batteries  at  the 
Dardanelles,  and  Fortreffies  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Strait  of  the  Black  Sea;  in  calling 
Artillery,  conftrudting  Bridges,  and  forming 
a new  military  Corps  to  ferve  the  field 
pieces,  and  mortars  ; in  exercifing  the 
Infantry,  and  inftruéling  them  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  bayonet  ; in  eftablilliing 
an  uniform,  changing  the  military  punifh- 
ments,  and  founding  a School  for  the 
Mathematics  and  the  Science  of  Fortifica- 
tion : all  thefe  particulars,  I fay,  prove 
that  Baron  de  Tott  found,  in  the  Mo- 
narch, a real  defire  to  corredl  prejudicial 
abufes,  and  not  to  fpare  his  treafures  when 
they  could  be  ufeful  in  founding  beneficial 
Eftabliffiments  ; in  the  Minifters,  a defire, 
cither  feigned  or  real,  of  feconding  the  wnll 
of  their  Sovereign,  and  in  the  Profefibrs 

of 
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of  the  Law  a furp riling  liberality,  and 
greater  readinefs  than  could  have  been 
expeded,  to  make  their  religion  give  way 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  State,  lince  the 
Mufti,  and  the  Body  of  the  Ulemas  per- 
mitted the  Muflhlmen  to  put  up  prayers 
for  the  fuccefs  of  the  undertakings  of  a 
Chridian,  and  the  Head  of  the  Law  him- 
lelf  bellowed  his  benediction  on  the  bay- 
onet, to  authorize  its  ufe.  Is  it  not  plain, 
alfo,  that  he  found  in  the  people  a flex- 
ibility and  underllanding,  which  ought 
to  make  him  acknowledge  they  are  equallyv 
fufceptible  of  the  mod  exaCt  difcipline,  and 
every  kind  of  improvement  ? And  does  not 
the  affecting  Defcription  he  has  given  at 
the  end  of  this  Volume,  of  the  Parting  be- 
tween himfelf  and  his  pupils,  when  he  fet 
fail  for  France,  fufliciently  prove  the  gra- 
titude of  the  Nation  towards  thofe  who 
have  endeavoured  their  IndruCtion  ? 

After  this  recapitulation  of  the  fplendid 
labors  of  Baron  de  Tott,  if  I hint  at  all 
at  my  own,  it  will  only  be  in  Judification 
of  the  Turkilh  nation  ; and,  becaufe,  under 
fimilar  circumdances,  I have  experienced, 
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from  that  People,  the  fame  fentiments  and 
difpofitions.  After  the  battle  at  Tchefmai, 
the  Porte,  fearing,  not  without  reafon,  the 
Ruffians  would  make  an  attempt  on  Smyr- 
na, on  account  of  its  important  fituation 
for  Commerce,  or  that,  ffiould  they  defpair 
to  keep  poffieffion  of  it,  they  might  at  leafl: 
plunder,  or  lay  it  under  an  enormous  con- 
tribution, I was  charged  by  the  Count 
de  St,  Prieft,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Ottoman 

, Miniftry,  with  a Commiffion  of  the  fame 
nature  with  the  Baron’s,  and  was  furniffied 
with  an  Order  from  the  Grand  Seignior, 
requiring  the  Officers  of  Government,  at 
Smyrna,  to  follow  my  advice,  and  lend 
every  affiftance,  in  their  power,  to  execute 
my  plans  for  fecuring  the  City  from  an 
attack. 

, With  the  Affiftance  of  an  Italian  Offi- 
cer, Count  Morelli,  and  the  Sieur  David, 
French  Builder  at  that  Port,  I carried  on, 
at  Smyrna,  works,  in  miniature,  for  its 
defence,  nearly  of  the  fame  nature  with 
thofe  which  Baron  de  Tott  executed  on  a 
larger  fcale  at  the  Dardanelles  and  Conftan- 
tinople,  for  the  defence  of  the  Empire.  I 
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found  all  the  great  Officers  extremely  ready 
to  affift  me  in  my  operations  j and,  with- 
out teftifying  the  leaft  difpleafure  at  an 
order  far  from  flattering  to  themfelves,  or 
their  abilities,  they  furniffied  me  with  all 
the  workmen  and  materials  necelTary  for 
my  undertaking,  and  attended,  in  perfon, 
with  the  utmofl:  willingnefs,  wherever  their 
prefence  could  be  of  fervice.  When  the 
object  of  my  Commiffion  was  finiffied,  all 
who  had  any  authority  in  the  City  aflTem- 
bled  at  the  houfe  of  the  Mollah,  and  drew 
up  and  tranfmitted  to  the  Porte  an  llam^ 
or  verbal  Procefs,  in  which,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  all  that  had  been  done,  they 
Ipoke  in  the  moft  flattering  terms  of  the 
zeal  I had  ffiewn  on  this  occafion,  and  the 
fervices  I had  performed.  The  Mollah, 

when  he  fent  to  thank  me,  in  the  name  of 

» 

the  City,  remitted  me  alfo  a Copy  of  this 
Inftrument,  which  I fent  to  the  Count  de 
St.  Priefl-,  to  prove  I had  executed  his  or- 
ders, and  thofe  of  the  Porte,  to  the  general 
Satisfa^flion. 
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We  are  now  arrived  at  the  fourth  and 
laft  Part  of  thefe  Memoirs,  which  contains 
a relation  of  a Tour  through  the  fea- ports 
of  the  Levant,  performed  by  Baron  de  Tott, 
on  board  the  Frigate  Atlanta,  in  quality 
of  Infpedor  of  Commerce.  It  were  to  be 
wiflied  that,  without  too  much  laying  open 
the  myfteries  of  his  Infpedion,  he  had,  in 
his  laft  Volume,  thrown  fome  new  light 
on  this  important  part  of  his  million  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  Infpedor  of  Com- 
merce is  almoft  always  concealed  behind 
.the  Traveller  ; and  the  more  the  ingenious 
obfervations,  and  judicious  conje(5tures  of 
the  Traveller,  on  geography,  topography, 
natural  hiftory,  antiquities,  and  the  hiftory 
of  the  various  countries  he  has  vifited,  are 
interefting  and  fatisfadory  to  the  Learned 
and  the  Curious,  the  more  is  the  lilcnce  of 
the  Infpedor  to  be  lamented  by  the  Politi- 
cian and  the  Merchant. 

(G.  page  8.  Part  IV.)  Corn  is  not 
fcarce  in  Candiaj  the  plains  of  Melfira, 
and  feveral  other  parts  of  the  Ifland,  furnifli 
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It  in  great  Abundance,  and  the  annual  har- 
vefts  are  quite  fufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  inhabitants  ; but,  as  the  Corn  of 
Meffara  is  incomparably  fine,  the  Agas  ex- 
port a great  quantity  j European,  Turkifh, 
and  Greek  Vefiels  are  perpetually  engaged  in 
this  illicit  commerce  at  Yerapetra  and  Mira- 
belle, from  whence  they  fend  the  Corn  to 
France,  Italy,  Confiantinople,  Alexan- 
dria,'Bengaza,  Derna,  Tripoli,  and  even 
Tunis,  on  which  account  Candia  is  fre- 
quently obliged  to  depend  on  the  Morea 
for  fubfiftence.  Oil  and  foap  compofe  in-  -- 
deed  the  two  principal  branches  of  com- 
merce in  this  Kingdom,  but  it  likewife 
produces  an  infinity  of  articles  of  import- 
artce,  as  very  fine  filk,  wax,  honey,  fuffi- 
cient  cotton  for  the  confumption  of  the 
country,  and  cheefes,  which  a contraband 
trade  exports  to  Egypt,  the  coafl  of  Bar- 
bary, Italy,  and  Provence.  It  alfo  pro- 
duces black  raifins  and  harroubsy  for  which 
Egypt  furnifiies  the  principal  market. 

(H.  page  81.  Part  IV.)  Sheik  Taher 
was  not  fubdued  by  Muhammed  Bei.  The 
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famous  Haflan  Pacha,  at  prefent  Admiral 
of  Turkey,  was  fent,  a fhort  time  after 
the  Peace  of  Kainardjik,  with  a part  of 
the  Ottoman  fleet,  to  attack  and  punifli 
this  Rebel,  and  brought  to  Conflantinople 
both  his  head  and  his  treafures. 

(1.  page  96.  Part  IV.)  This  menace 
was  unhappily  never  realifed.  Baron  de 
Tott  was  in  Syria,  in  1776.  Nine  years 
are  now  elapfed  flnce  that  time,  and  Dgez- 
ar  Pacha  ftill  lives  and  Rill  holds  the  fame 
Government,  to  the  great  regret  of  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants  of  Syria,  over  whom 
he  exercifes  the  mofl;  cruel  Tyranny. 

(K.  page  104.  Part  IV.)  The  Author, 
when  mentioning  the  prerogatives  enjoyed 
by  the  French  nation  at  Seide,  fhould  not, 
I think,  have  omitted  an  interefting  circum- 
Rance,  which  is,  that  the  French  Conful  at 
this  fea-port,  who  is  Conful  General  of 
Syria,  formerly  poffefled  the  privilege  of 
being  Emir  Hadje  of  the  ChriRians,  or 
Commander  of  the  Pilgrimage  to  Jerufa- 
lem.  All  the  Pilgrims  of  the  three  rituals, 
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Greekj  Armenian,  and  Latin,  as  well  fub- 
jedls  of  the  Grand  Seignior  as  foreigners, 
met  and  formed  a Caravan,  which  was 
condudted,  by  the  Conful,  to  the  Holy 
Land.  The  pilgrims  paid  a certain  fum 
to  the  Conful  Emir  Hadje,  who,  in  coii- 
fequence  of  this  dignity,  was  attended,  like 
the  Pachas  with  three  tails,  by  Chatirsy  or 
footmen,  who  wear  a long  veft,  or  Do/ama, 
of  fcarlet,  the  flaps  of  which,  turned  back, 
difcover  a large  edging  of  yellow  fattin, 
which  they  have  underneath  ; above  this 
vefl:  they  wear  a girdle  of  diver  gilt,  to 
which  is  faftened  a poniard,  the  handle  and 
fheath  of  which  are  of  the  fame  metal,  and 
precede  the  Pacha  in  boots  of  yellow  Mo* 
rocco.  A long  time  after  the  French  Con- 
fuis  General  had  ceafed  to  be  Conduftors 
of  the  Chriftian  Caravan,  feveral  of  them 
ftill  kept  their  Chatirs  ; but  their  Succef- 
fors  foon  grew  tired  of  fupporting  a ufelefs 
andburthenfome  prerogative,  as  unprofitable 
as  expenfive* 

This  privilege  has  not  been  refufed  by 
the  Turks,  or  renounced  by  the  Confuls  ; 
but  the  pilgrims  themfelves  have  infenfibly 
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laid  afide  forming  a general  Caravan,  which 
diminished  their  liberty,  while  it  augment- 
ed their  expence.  They  now  prefer  going 
alone,  or  in  fmall  bodies,  which,  not  re- 
quiring fo  much  preparation  and  ceremony, 
expofes  them  lefs  to  the  rapacity  of  the 
Arabs,  and  cohs  them  lefs  money. 

(L.  page  1 1 1.  Part  IV.)  The  Editor  of 
the  Memoirs,  who  has  here  engaged  Baron 
de  Tott  in  converfation  with  a Drufe,  in 
order  to  procure  from  him,  in  hafte,  and 
while  fome  writings  were  making  out,  an 
account  of  that  nation,  was  certainly  igno- 
rant the  Infpedlor  had  with  him,  in  qua- 
lity of  Dragoman  to  the  Infpedtion,  M. 
Venture  de  Paradis,  Interpreter  to  the 
King,  a truly  learned  man,  who,  after 
having  many  years  ftudied  the  Drufes,  had 
obtained  fufficient  knowledge  of  them  and 
their  language  to  draw  up  a Catechifm  of 
their  Religion,  and  write  an  abftraâ:  of 
their  Hiftory,  which  either  already  are,  or 
very  foon  W’ill  be,  laid  before  the  Public, 
Baron  de  Tott  would,  no  doubt,  have  pre- 
ferred consulting  him  with  refpeâ:  to  the 
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manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Drufes,  as  he 
might  have  done  it  much  more  at  his  eafe, 
and  with  far  more  advantage. 

(M.  page  123.  Part  IV.)  The  Author, 
in  his  phyfical  remarks  on  the  City  of  Alep- 
po, has  omitted  a remarkable  thjng  that 
deferves  to  be  mentioned  : I mean  a dif- 
order  to  which  all  the  inhabitants,  who 
are  natives,  and  even  Grangers  who  have 
refided  there  feveral  years,  are  fubjeil. 
This  diforderj's  a large  pimple,  or  boil, 
which  breaks  out,  though  but  once,  on 
fome  part  of  the  body.  It  is  neither  pain- 
ful nor  dangerous,  and  its  eruption  is  prei- 
ceded  by  a fever 'of  fourrand- twenty  hours 
continuance.  Care  fliould  be  taken  not  to 
irritate  it,  or  drive  the  colledled  matter  in- 
wards, by  injudicious  treatment  ; the  beft 
method  is,  to  let  it  fnppurate,  as  it  purges 
the  body  of  its  humors,  and  is  very  con- 
ducive to  health.  This  boil,  which  con- 
tinues a year,  produces  no  ill  effects,  ex- 
cept the  difagreeable  fear  it  fometimes 
leaves,  when  it  happens  to  break  out  in 
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the  face,  a circumflance  equally  impoffible 
to  be  forefeen  or  avoided, 

(N.  page  129.  Part  IV.)  The  Author, 
in  the  fécond  part,  page  47,  had  already 
refufcd  the  Noguais  Tartars  the  title  of 
Nomades;  he  has  here  denied  it  to  the 
Turcomen,  whofe  manners  and  way  of  life 
are  nearly  the  fame.  I know  not  his  rea- 
lons,  but  the  Dictionary  of  the  Academy, 
which  is  the  belt  authority  for  the  different 
acceptations  of  words  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, explains  the  term  thus,  ‘‘  Nomad^ 

one  who  has  no  fixed  habitation  and 
adds,  “ the,  Tartars  are  Nomades.”  In- 
deed, there  are  no  people  to  whom  the 
appellation  of  Nomades  better  agrees  than 
the  Noguais  Tartars  and  the  Turcomen. 
They  have  neither  Towns  nor  Villages, 
but  live  continually  in  Tents;  they  fow 
their  corn,  and  feed  their  cattle,  fometimes 
in  one  diflridt,  and  fometimes  in  another. 
The  Turcomen,  like  the  Noguais,  are  di- 
vided into  different  Hordes,  governed  by 
their  refpedtive  Chiefs,  or  Ppnces,  who, 
like  the  Noguais,  receive  the  Title  of  Beys, 
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and  whofe  Authority  is  hereditary.  Both 
thefe  nations  are  extremely  hofpitable  to 
Strangers.  In  my  travels,  in  the  year 
1765,  to  Magnefia,  Thiatyra,  and  Sardis, 

! of  which  I have  publifhed  an  account,  I 
I was  received  in  the  mod  friendly  manner 
i by  the  Horde  of  Djura  Bey,  which  ufually 
was  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Sardis  and 
Allahcheir,  the  ancient  Philadelphia.  Djura 
' Bey  had  been  beheaded,  fome  years  before, 
by  order  of  the  Porte,  for  rebellion.  At 
Jaiakeui  I met  with  Ali  Bey,  his  fon  and 
fuccelTor,  who  was  then  with  the  cele- 
brated Cara  Ofman  Oglou,  who,  having 
learned  I was  to  pafs  by  Sardis,  tedifed 
the  greated  regret  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  receive  me  in  his  camp,  and  gave 
me  a letter  to  his  mother,  whom  I vidted 
the  next  day  with  this  recommendation. 
I found  an  aged  woman,  of  a noble  figure, 
and  commanding  prefence,  who  received 
me  with  a profufion  of  civilities,  and  en- 
tertained me  with  a dinner  and  a dipper, 
which  feemed  prepared  by  one  of  the  an- 
cient Patriarchs.  In  the  evening,  die  or- 
dered a tent  to  be  fet  up  for  me,  in  which 
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I found  an  excellent  bed,  and  the  next 
day,  when  I went  to  take  my  leave,  obliged 
me  to  accept  three  carpets,  which  fhe  had 
fent  early  in  the  morning,  ready  packed  up, 
to  my  tent.  The  Turcomen,  like  the  No- 
guais,  are  naturally  warlike  and  courageous, 
and,  whatever  the  Memoirs  may  pretend, 
attack  and  defend  themfelves  with  equal 
valor.  They  take  up  arms  very  willingly, 
even  without  being  provoked  3 for,  in  the 
laft  War  againfl  the  Ruffians,  a numerous 
^Bairak  of  Turcomen,  the  fame  I have  juft 
mentioned,  left  the  plains  of  Sardis,  under 
the  command  of  their  Chief,  Ali  Bey,  to 
join  the  Ottoman  Army  beyond  the  Da- 
nube, where  they  behaved  honorably. 

I 

(O,.  page  Î32.  Part  IV.)  The  Curds 
are  a warlike  people,  addidled  to  robbery 
and  rapine.  They  inhabit  the  mountains 
of  Caramania,  and  are  generally  fuppofed  to 
be  Mahometans,  but  pay  little  regard  to 
any  religion.  They  are  fo  defpifed  by  the 
Turks,  that  they  compare  them  to  the 
Bohemians,  and  their  name  is  become  pro- 
verbial. When  the  Turks  fpeak  of  two 
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perfons  equally  contemptible,  they  com- 
monly fay,  T^chinghana  tchalar  Curd  oinar  : 
i.  e.  The  Bohemian  plays  the  fiddle,  and 
the  Curd  dances. 

(P.  page  142.  Part  IV.)  Baron  de  Tott 
could  not  do  better  than  refer  his  reader, 
for  whatever  relates  to  the  Greeks,  either 
ancient  or  modern,  to  the  immortal  work 
of  the  Count  de  Choifeul  ; a Work  equally 
valuable  for  its  interefting  matter,  the  beau- 
ty of  its  ftyle,  the  profundity  of  its  erudition, 
the  truth  of  the  defigns,  the  perfection  of 
the  engravings,  and  the  richnefs  and  ele- 
gance of  the  vignettes  ; a Work  which  is 
at  once  an<iionor  to  the  French  nation,  and 
the  prefent  Age,  and  affords  a ufeful  leffon 
to  the  Great,  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
fliould  employ  their  riches  and  their  ta- 
lents. 

(Q^page  142.  Part  IV.)  This  Fifhery  is 
carried  on  by  the  male  and  female  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Ifle  of  Sima,  at  prefent  Simio  ; 
which  Ifland,  fituated  to  the  North- weft  of 
Rhodes,  near  the  entrance  of  the  gulph  of 
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Macri,  is  inhabited  by  the  moft  expert  di- 
vers in  the  World.  Among  thefe  Iflanders 
the  young  men  and  women  are  not  permit- 
ted to  marry  till  they  have  collected  a cer- 
tain number  of  Sponges,  amounting  to 
many  thoufands. 

Thefe  Divers  arc  able  to  remain  under 
water  above  an  hour,  without  taking  breath. 
Anatomids  affirm  they  derive  this  extra- 
ordinary power  from  the  care  which  is 
taken  to  keep  open,  in  their  infants,  the 
Foramen  ovale  * ; by  which  the  lungs  are 
played  in  the  Fœtus,  and  which  clofes  im- 
mediately after  the  birth.  As  I am  not 
competent  to  decide  whether  this  be  really 
the  cafe,  I fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  de- 
termine. For  a further  account  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Sima,  the  Reader  may  confult 
the  Count  de  Choifenl  Gouffier,  in  his 
Voyage  Pktorefque  de  la  Grece^  Chap, 
VII. 

* It  Jeems  Jircmge  to  us  that  means  can  be  found  to  keep 
the  Foramen  Ovale  open^  or  that  Anatomifts  Jhould  have 
made  fuch  an  ajfertion,  T, 
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(R.  page  145.  Part  IV.)  I cannot  pafs 
over  this  paffage  without  vindicating  the 
charader  of  Haflan  Pacha  from  this  unjufl 
accufation  of  Cruelty. 

The  Aga  here  alluded  to  was  Ayvas 
Aga,  Commander  of  the  little  diftriét  of 
Booroonabad,  near  Smyrna.  This  man, 
by  uniting  together  a number  of  Timars^ 
had  rendered  himfelf  very  formidable  ; he 
had  been  guilty  of  numerous  offences,  and' 
incurred  the  anger  of  the  Porte  by  repeat- 
ed outrages.  He  had  the  boldnefs  to  ad- 
vance with  his  troops  to  Smyrna,  to  fur- 
prife  and  block  up  in  his  Palace  Cara  Of- 
man  Oglou,  whopi  the  Emperor  had  ap- 
pointed Governor  of  the  City,  to  re-efta- 
blifh  good  order  after  the  Rebellion  in 
1770,  which  I have  mentioned  before. 
He  had  obliged  him  to  capitulate,  and 
committed  every  kind  of  extravagance. 
Pie  had  feized,  by  open  violence,  in  the 
Caflle  of  Smyrna,  a woman  who  had  taken 
refuge  there  from  his  cruelty,  and  put  her 
to  death  a few  days  after.  He  had  carried 
his  temerity  fo  far  as  to  inful t,  in  the 
groffefl  manner,  the  Koul  KiayaJJi,  or  Ge- 
neral 
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neral  Ofïïcer  of  the  Janiflaries,  whom  the 
Porte  had  fent  to  Smyrna,  to  difcover  and 
puni£h  thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  Rebellion.  As  he  was  extremely  of- 
fended at  my  intimacy  with  the  Koul  Kia- 
yaffi,  and  my  ancient  and  hereditary  friend- 
fliip  with  Cara  Ofman  Oglou,  which  his 
Situation,  my  own,  and  other  circumftances 
obliged  me  to  maintain,  he  made,  an  af- 
fault  on  my  houfe,  and  feveral  mufquets 
were  fired.  The  Chevalier  de  Porcellet, 

and  M.  de  Barentin,  two  Sea-officers,  who 
/ 

had  done  me  the  honor  to  dine  with  me 
that  day,  were  near  being  killed  at  the 
window,  and  a bullet,  wdiich  crofl'ed  the 
court-yard,  narrowly  milled  M.  Fonton 
and  his  Son,  who  were  walking  there. 
The  warm  Remonilrances  which  the  Count 
de  St.  Priefi:  made  to  the  Porte  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  added  to  fo  many  other  complaints, 
determined  the  Emperor  to  fend  orders  to 
the  Capitan  Pacha  to  punifli  the  Rebel. 
That  gallant  Admiral,  therefore,  brought 
his  fleet  to  Smyrna  for  that  purpofe.  He 
commanded  Cara  Ofman  Oglou  to  come 
to  his  Afiiftance  with  a powerful  body  of 

troops. 
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troops,  and,  having  fele<fted  fome  brave  men 
from  his  Ships,  marched  againft  Ayvas 
Aga,  who  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  furprized, 
and  had  but  juft  time  to  make  his  efcape, 
alone,  and  conceal  himfelf  in  a Valley, 
where  he  was  foon  difeovered,  and  brought, 
to  the  Pacha,  who  condemned  both  him 
and  his  Kiaya,  the  accomplice  of  all  his 
crimes,  to  lofe' their  heads.  The  Admiral 
was  guilty  of  no  cruelty,  nor  did  he  maf- 
facre  any  perfon,  but  only  employed  the 
Authority  with  which  he  was  entrufted 
for  the  puniftament  of  an  offender,  who 
had  merited  the  utmoft  Severity  by  a thpu- 
fand  crimes. 

(S.  page  150.  Part  IV.)  This  paffige 
contains  a geographical  error.  It  is  hot 
the  Gulph  of  Naples  of  Romania  which 
forms  the  Peninfula  of  the  Morea,  but  that 
of  Engia,  anciently  called  Sinus  Saronicus, 
and  that  of  Lepanto,  which,  by  approach-  • 
ing  each  other,  form  the  Ifthmus  of  Co- 
rinth, and  render  the  Morea  a Peninfula. 
The  Gulph  of  Naples  of  Romania  is  h- 
tuated  much  more  to  the  South  than  that 

of 
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of  Engia,  and  lies  in  a fouth-weft  direc- 
tion from  It. 

I fhall  conclude  my  Letter  with  one 
more  obfervation  relative  to  Lady  Mon- 
tague. The  Reader  will  pardon  with  dif- 
ficulty the  Baron  de  Tott,  for  having  at- 
tacked the  memory  of  an  illuftrious  wo- 
man, who  wrote  numerous  truths  concern- 
ing the  Turks,  faw  them  as  they  were, 
exprefTed  herfelf  with  elegance,  and  infufed 
that  fenfibility  into  her  work  which  cha- 
rad:erifes  her  fex,  the  glory  of  which  fhe 
has  contributed  to  augment.  She  will, 
therefore,  readily  be  pardoned  thofe  trifling 
errors  which  have  efcaped  her. 

I have  now.  Sir,  compleated  the  talk 
you  were  pleafed  to  impofej  but,  notwith- 
Handing  the  errors  I have  remarked  in  the 
Memoirs,  I mull:  confefs  I have  read  them 
again  and  again,  with  the  utmoft  pleafure, 
lince  they  are  highly  entertaining,  and  con- 
tain particulars  of  every  kind  which  are 
extremely  interefting  : I could,  indeed, 
have  'wilhed  that  the  Baron  de  Tott  had 
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not  fo  haftily  defpaired  of  the  Turks  for, 
whatever  we  may  think  of  the  prefent  ge- 
neration, feveral  circumftances,  of  which 
he  cannot  be  ignorant,  ought  to  incline  us 
to  hope  better  things  from  their  pofterity. 
He  may,  perhaps,  himfelf  live  to  fee  thofc 
clouds  diffipated  by  which  the  glory  of  the 
Ottoman  nation  has  been  obfcured.  To 
conclude,  I mufl  again  declare  that  1 can- 
not believe  the  Memoirs  to  be  wholly  fuch 
as  Baron  de  Tott  would  himfelf  have  pub- 
lilhed,  but  that  they  muft  have  been 
printed  without  his  knowledge,  fince  we 
find  in  them  feveral  errors  which  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  attribute  to  him. 

We  may,  no  doubt,  reafonably  expeâ: 
another  edition,  more  copious  and  corredt. 
Should  the  Baron,  however,  avow  that 
which  has  appeared,  I fiiall  neither  retradt 
the  deferved  commendations  I have  be- 
ftowed  on  the  Author,  nor  the  critical 
obfervations  I have  made  on  the  Work. 


THE  END. 
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I N D E X. 

t 

P.  D,  fignijy  PfeUminary  Dljcourje-,  the  fmall  Nwrievah  denote  . 
the  Part^  and  the  Figures  rej'er  to  the  Page. 


A. 

A BDI-Pacha,  called  the  PIN 
digger  for  his  Cruelty,  puts 
to  death  thirty  thoufand  men, 
iii.  1 1 3.  Promoted  to  be  Cai- 
makan,  terrifies  the  Super- 
intendant of  the  Founder/ 
by  threatening  to  cut  off  his 
head,  iii.  i8ç.  B.  de  Tott’s 
refolute  behaviour  on  that 
occafion,  iii.  192.  His  De- 
pofition,iii.  200. 

Abdul-Hamid  fucceeds  to  the 
. Throne,  iii.  182.  Reviews  B. 
de  Tott’s  Corps  of  Gunners, 

iii.  183.  Imagines  a Tartar 
Centinel  on  duty  to  be  fuf- 
fering  Punifhment,  iii.  184. 

■'  Revolution  in  the  Miniftry 
on  his  Accefiion,  iii.  188. 

Acceffion  of  Muftapha  the  III. 
i.  112. 

Achetchi-Bachi,  Kitchen  Fur- 
niture-drefs  of,  i.  119. 

Achmedchid,  ii.  m. 

Acre,  St.  John  d’,  defcribed, 

iv.  98. 

Adfors,  pcrfonal  Mimicry  and 
Licencioufnefs  of  the  Turk- 
ifh,  i.  175. 

Adgibektache,  who,  iii.  143. 

Adjemka,  critical  Situation  of 
the  Tartar  Army  there,  ii. 
180.  Its  Inhabitants  driven 
from  among  the  ricks  of  Corn 

' by  fire,  ii.  183.  Dreadful  de- 
fcription  of  the  fire,  ii.  184. 
VoL.  II. 


Admiral  Ship  run  away  with  by 
the  Slaves,  i.  127. 

Admiral’s  Flag,  a Defcription 
of,  i.  130.  Its  fanatic  Value 
among  the  Turks,  ibid. 

Aga,  Explanation  of  the  Title, 
iv.  145.  ^ 

Air,  purity  of,  in  the  Crimea, 

ii.  105. 

Ala-Bey,  what,  ii.  126. 

Alay,  ridiculous  Ceremony  of, 

iii.  I. 

Albanians,  Revolt  of,  iv.  151. 
Aleppo  defcribed,  iv.  120.  Its 
Streets  ; covered  ; cleanly  ; 
paved  with  brick,  iv.  122. 
Alexandretta,  Account  of,  iv.' 
135.  Its  peftilential  Air,  and 
the  caufesof  it,  iv.  136. 
Alexandria,  Account  of,  and 
Obfervations  concerning,  iv. 

35- 

Ali-Aga,  Conductor  to  B.  de 
I'ott,  ii.  10.  His  comic  Di- 
alogue with  the  Baron  con- 
cerning beating  the  Molda- 
vians, ii.  15. 

All- Bey,  fome  Account  of  him, 

iv.  80. 

Ambaflador,  French,  Houfe  of 
affuilted,  iii.  16. 

Antioch,  remarks  on  the  rc=-- 
mains  of  that  city,  iv.  130. 
Anxiety  ofB.  de  Tote’s  Turk- 
ifli  Friend  at  feeing  Madame 
de  Tott  among  men,  i.  13, 
Aool,  what,  ii.  123. 

T 


Aque- 


INDEX. 


Aquedu£ls»Grc«k  anclT'urkifli. 
Obfervationson,  i.  22t>. 

Architeas,  perilous  fituation  of 
two,  iii.  145* 

Architeaure,  Tartarian,  11.  8 1. 
Archons,  that  Title  IHII  aflum- 
cd  by  the  wealthy  Greeks,  i. 
90. 

Army,  Tartar,  aflembled,  ii. 

151.  Departure  of,  to  invade 

New  Servia,  ii.  155.  Review- 
ed, ii.  165.  Divifion  of,  and 
Subdivifion,  ii.  17^*  Method 
of  marching,  ii.  174.  Num- 
ber that  perifhed,  in  one  day, 
of  Cold,  ii.  176. 

Army,  Turkifti,  an  undifei- 
plincd  Multitude,  iii.  10, 1 12. 
Twice  deftroyed,  yet  more 
numerous,  iii.  23.  Deftroyed 
a third  time,  iii.  24. 

Arnaoots,  amufing  Story  con- 
cerning their  hypocrify,  ii. 
159. 

Aroofla,  an  Egyptian  Feftival, 
iv.  19. 

Artillery,  the  Turks  reproach 
the  Ruftians  for  uiing  it,  iii. 

10. 

Afma,  Sultana,  Account  of  the 
Vifit  made  to  her  by  Ma- 
dame de  Tott  and  her  Mo- 
ther, i.  71. 

Afper,  Value  of,  iii.  134* 
Aiîaflinations  publicly  threaten- 
ed and  committed  in  Turkey, 
confidcred  as  heroic  actions, 

i.  215.  , 

Aftault  made  on  B.  de  Totts 
Attendants,  iii.  128. 
Aftequis,  what,  iii.  124. 
Aftrology,  fuperftitious  regard 
paid  to  It  by  the  Turks,  iii. 
151. 

Athos,  Mount,  iv.  146. 
Audience,  days  and  manner  of 
granting  by  the  Grand  Seig- 


nior to  Ambafladors,  u 
Account  of  that  given  to  M. 
de  Vergennes,  ibid. 

Auvergnats,  who,  iii.  155* 

B. 

Babagdag,  iii.  112»  195*  . 

Bache-Kadun,  Explanation  of 
that  Title,  i.  69. 

Bachria,  Arabs  of,  iv.  26. 

Baflcheferay,  Arrival  of  B.  de 
Tott  at,  ii.  75.  His  Habita- 
tion there,  ii.  76. 

Bagdad,  Pacha  of,  defies  the 
iPorte,  fends  back  the  Mef- 
fenger’s  head,  i.  182* 

Balkan,  ii.  223,  225. 

Balta,  ii.  158. 

Baluklava,  ii.  ilO. 

Baron  de  Pontecoulant,  Pre- 
tence of  the,  iii.  48* 

Baron  de  Tott  fent  to  by  the 
Sultan,  iii.  6.  Correfponds 
with  the  Sultan,  iii.  8.  Secu- 
rity of  the  Capital  committed 
to  him,  iii.  29.  Confers  with 
Ifmael-Bey  by  night,  iii.  31. 
Gives  the  Labourers  at  the 
Batteries  Bread  and  Melons, 
iii.  60.  Turkifti  Minifters 
jealous  of,  iii.  79*  Takes  the 
drefs  of  a Dragoman,  iii. 
80.  How  preferved  from  the 
Plague,  iii.  60,  & iii.  83.  Re- 
proves the  High  Treafurer, 
iii.  92.  Accidentally  hits  a 
mark,  iii.  9^*  Appointed 
to  make  Pontoons,  iii.  98. 
Sprains  his  Leg,  iii.  105.  Un- 
dertakes to  caft  Cannon,  iii. 

1 15.  Succeeds,  iii.  119*  Fear 
for  the  Multitude  during  the 
Proof  of  Ricochet  Bombs, 
iii.  124*  Danger  at  night  near 
home,  iii.  129.  Fortifies  the 
Straits  cV  the  Bofphorus,  iii. 
154.  How  honored,  iii.  155. 
^ Reply 
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Reply  of  theVifir  to,  concern- 
ing the  death  of  nine  Turks, 
iii.  159.  Manner  of  treating 
Abdi-Pacha,  the  Pit-digger^ 
ill.  193.  Goes  as  Infpedor 
of  the  french  Commerce,  iv, 
I.  Vifits  the  Pyramids,  iv. 
15*  Stopped  on  the  Nile,  iy. 
1 8.  Expected  to  aid  the  Pa- 
cha of  Naples,  iv.  152.  Re- 
fufes,  iv.  153. 

Barda,  or  the  Palace.of  the  Bey 
of  Tunis,  Remarks  on,  iv. 
156. 

Barge,  Defeription  of  thofe  of 
the  Grand  Seignior,  his  Son, 
his  Minifters,  and  his  Ha- 
ram,  i.  235. 

Barut,  Account  of,  iv.  105. 

Bafon,  large  one  full  of  human 
bones,  found  by  B.  de  Tott 
in  Tartary,  ii.  no.  * 

Baths,  defeription  of  in  T urkey, 

Batn-el-Bacara,  where,  iv.  22. 

Batteries  eredled  by  B.  de  Tott 
at  the  Dardanelles,  iii.'  ^3, 
Proof  of  them  to  encourage 
the  T urks  to  ferve  them,  iii. 

Baylarr,  the  refidence  of  Fac- 
tors to  efcape  the  contagion 
of  Alexandretta,  iv.  i35r 

Bayonet  introduced  among  the 
I'urks  by  B.  de  Tott,  iii. 
137.  It  receives  the  public 
Benediction  of  the  Mufti, 
iij.  138. 

Bayram,  fome  Account  of  that 
Feltival,  i.  225. 

Beards  of  the  Sultans,  not  fuf- 
fered  to  grovV  till  their  Ac- 
ceflion,  i.  116,  & ii.  229. 

Bed  of  Juftice,  ii.  217, 

Beds,T  urkifh,i.95.  Tartarian, 
ii.  217. 

Beggar,  a Chriftian,  executed 


for  wearing  yellow  f.ippers, 

i.  125. 

Bekers,  where,  iv,  34. 

Bender,  ii.  205. 

Befeftines,  an  Account  of  them, 
i.  22. 

Befl'arabia,  Serafkcr  of,  ii.  43. 
Bey  of  Tunis,  power  and  reve- 
nues of  the,  iv.  155. 

Be}  s,  method  of  obtaining  their 
Pacha  s Confent,  iv.  14, 
Beys,  three  aflaflinated,  iv.  17, 
Birds,  aquatic,  ii.  107. 

Blind  Perfons,  Foundation  for 
them  at  Cairo,  iv.  78.  Ob- 
fervations  on  their  number  in 
Egypt,  ibid. 

Boats,  Bridge  of,  at  Bender,  ii. 
205, 

Bombs,  a Turk  attempts  to  fire 
them  without  F uzees,  iii,  52. 
Bombs,  Ricochet,  B.  de  Tott 
teaches  the  Turks  the  method 
of  firing  them,  iii.  120.  The 
refpeef  fliewn  him  when  that 
Exhibition  was  finifiied,  iii. 
127. . 

Bonneval,  M.  de.  Anecdote  of, 
iii.  128.  Another,  iij.  141, 
Boolac,  where,  iv.  n. 
Boftandgi-Bachi,  Account  of 
his  Office,  P,  D»  34.  i.  43, 
Vifits  M^urad  Mollach  wlieii 
intoxicated,  ibid.  Alarms  the 
company  at  the  Dragoman’s, 
i.  101.  Strips  two clandeifinc 
Lovers  of  their  Money  and 
Jewels,  i.  102. 

Boftandgis,  curious  Dialogue 
betweeh  one  and  the  Baron 
de  Fott,  ).  56. 

Botoochan,  B.  de  Tott’s  dan- 
ger there,  ii.  138.  Perfuadcs 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  town 
to  return  to  their  habitations, 

II*  14'^*  Adventures  there, 

II.  14Î. 

^ 2 Bourre, 


INDEX, 


Bourre,  what,  iv. 

Boy,  Riüt  concerning  one,  iii. 
130. 

Boyards,  ü.  37* 

Bread  diilributed  fword  in  hand, 

‘ j-  35- 

Bread  and  Sait,  Ceremony  of 
the,  i.  214. 

Bribery,  Cafe  of,  five  hundred 
unexpedled  Witnefl'es  pro- 
duced, i.  194. 

Bruce,  a Traveller,  controvert- 
ed, iv.  21. 

Buffaloes,  Chariots  drawn  by, 

^ 97- 

Burials,  extreme  haftc  of,  i- 1 13- 
A Turk  buried  alive,  ibid. 

Butche  , title  of  the,  affumed 

' by  a cruel  Pacha,  iv.  97. 

Byzantium,  Antient,  the  Walls 
of  it  now  the  Boundaries  of 
the  Seraglio,  i.  4.  Deferip- 
tion  of  the  View  k prefents, 
ibid. 

C. 

Cafa,  ii.  no. 

Cairo,  Account  of,  iv.  64, 

Calculation  of  the  Numbers  of 
the  Tartars,  ii.  1 13. 

Calga,  what,  ii.  124.  [Brother 
of  Dewlet-Gueray,  ii.  224. 

Camp,  dangerous  fituation  of 
the  Tartars  on  Icc,  ii.  169. 

Canal  of  Communication  be- 
tween the  Red  Sea  and  the 
Mediterranean,  Account  of, 
ÎV.  57- 

Canals  of  Fayoom  and  Alexan- 
dria, iv.  26. 

Canary-birds,  two  that  could 
pipe  the  fame  air,  wanted  for 
a Vifir,  iii.  32. 

Candy,  the  ancient  Crete,  Dc- 
feription  of  it,  and  its  pro- 
duce, iv.  2. 

Cannon,  piodigious  one  at 


Conftantinople,  carries  a 
marble  ball  of  eleven  hundred 
weight,  iii.  66.  Fired  for  the 
firfl:  time  by  B.  de  Tott,  iii. 
68.  B.  de  Tott  calls  twenty 
pieces  himfelf,  iii.  119. 

Cannon,  the  Muzzles  fawed  off 
and  fold  by  a Pacha,  iv.  144. 

Capin,  Marriages  by,  P.  D.  23. 
iv.  6. 

Caravan  of  Pilgrims,  cut  off  by 
the  Arabs,  i.  127. 

Caravan  of  Mecca,  B.  de  Tott 
encamps  in  its  neighbour- 
hood, and  has  a guard  alfign- 
ed  him  to  protedl  him  from 
the  Pilgrims,  iv.  1 1 7. 

Carthage,  Aquedudls  of,  ftill 
to  be  feen,  iv.  154. 

Caftlcs,  two  new  ones  built  near 
the  Straits  of  the  Black  Sea, 
by  the  Turks,  their  abfurd 
conftruefion,  iii.  144.  Demo- 
lillied,  and  others  built  by 
B.  de  Tott,  iii.  150. 

Catacombs,  Account  of,  and 
Remarks  concerning,  iv.  42. 

Catapulta,  one  Hill  exifting  in 
the  Armory  of  the  Seraglio, 
i.  173.  Notc('i7j. 

Cats,  diverting  manner  in 
which  thcTurkilh  Liver-fel- 
lers collcdl  them,  i.  212. 

Caviar,  what,  ii.  162. 

Ccntinel,  the  Emperor’s  and 
Turks  furprize  at  feeing  one 
on  Duty,  iii.  184. 

Ceremonies  cullomary  on  the 
delivery  of  a Sultana,  i.  165, 

Cham  of  the  I'artars,  Mack- 
food,  B.  de  Tott  has  his  firft 
Audience  from  him,  ii.  79. 
Remarkable  infiance  of  his 
jufiice  on  a Mahometan  Mur- 
derer, ii.  95. 

'Cham-Ycly,  the  name  of  a 
Wind,  Account  of  it,  and  an 

In- 


I'N  D E x. 


Inveftigation  of  its  Caufes,  i. 

55* 

Charab  Emini,  office  of,  i. 
220. 

Charity  of  Turks  to  Animals, 
miftakes  of  Travellers  con- 
cerning it  corredlecf,  i.  208. 

Cinnamon,  the  Turks  fond  of, 
ii.  22. 

Circaffian  Mirzas,  their  appli- 

. cation  to  B.  de  Tott  to  be 
eledfrified,  ii.  87. 

Ciftern  (marble)  remarkable 
ancient,  near  Rhia,  iv.  119. 

Climate,  Remarks  on,  P.  D.  4. 

Clouds,  how  impelled  over  E- 
gypt,  iv.  8.  iv.  29.  & iv.  30. 

Coin,  Adulteration  of,  at  Con>- 
flantinople,  i.  131,  iii,  169. 

Cold,  violence  of,  in  Tartary, 

ii.  174,  176. 

Colleague  of  B.  de  Tott  in  dan- 
ger of  drowning,  ii.  140. 

Comedians  of  the  Cham,  ii. 

' ^33- 

Commerce,  illicit,  how  carried 
on  in  the  Archipelago,  iv. 
148. 

Commilfions  fold  in  Turkey, 

iii.  21. 

Conlfantinople,  excellence  of 
its  Situation,  i.  4.  Deferip- 
tion  of  the'  Prol’pecSt  it  pre- 
fents,  i.  6. 

Confternation  of  the  Turks, 
and  wherefore,  iii.  29,  35. 

Cookery,  B.  de  Tott’s  preferred 
by  Krim  Gueray,  ii.  130, 
132. 

Copperfmiths,  Embarrafl'menC 
of,  iii.  ic'’. 

Corn,  monopolized  by  the 
Gr.nd  Seignior,  Regulations 
concerning  it,  i.  32. 

Coronation  of  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior, Defeription  of  that  ce- 
remony,  i,  116. 


Correfpondence,  written  one, 
between  B.  de  Tott  and  the 
Grand  Seignior,  iii.  8. 

Corvee,  what,  ii.  123. 

Coll'ac,  bold  Exploit  of  one, 
who  dived  under  the  Ice,  ii. 

173-  . 

Couftillier,  M.  Secretary  to  B. 
de  Tott,  ii.  77. 

Cowardly  Expedient  of  the 
Turkifh  Government, iii.  13.- 

Criers  of  Mofques,  i.  232.  of 
the  Nile,  iv.  19,  25. 

Crimea,  Account  of  its  Cli- 
mate, Soil,  and  Productions, 
ii.  105, 

Crimea,  the,  might  be  made  im- 
penetrable by  Land,  ii.  73. 

Crim.ea,  formerly  a Town,  at 
prefent  a Village,  ii  46.  Note 


(p)' 

Cruelty  of  the  T urks  in  making 
War  inflanced  in  prelènting 
the  heads  of  their  Enemies 
to  their  General,  ii.  177.  O- 
ther  Examples,  ii.  188,  234. 
iii.  4. 

Culverin,  a fingle  iron  one  the 
only  Piece  to  defend  theStrait- 
of  the  Dardanelles,  iii.  41.  , 

Curds,  Account  of  them,  iv.* 
133.  Converfation  between 
B.  dc  Tott  and  one  of  them,- 
ibid. 

Currents,  violent,  at  the  Dar- 
danelles, iii.  44. 

Cyprus,  Ifle  of.  Account  of  it 
and  its  Wines,  iv.  137. 


D. 

Damictta,  iv.  89,  94. 

Dancing,  Ambali'adors,  i.  ir. 
Dankowtza,  ii.  137. 
Dardanelles,  the  Fortification 
of  them  committed  to  B.  de 
Tott,  iii.  35.  Their  defcnce- 
lefs  condition,  iii.  37.  Ac— 
T 3 count 


count  of  an  Attack  made  on 
them  by  the  Ruffians,  iii.  42. 
Works  planned  for  their  de- 
fence by  B.  de  Tott,  iii.  45. 
Other  ridiculous  ones,ere<5l- 
ed  by  Moldovandgi-Pacha, 
iii.  47.  An  odd  circumftance 
alarms  the  Grand  Seignior 
with  a_  luppofition  that  they 
were  forced,  iii.  51. 

Dead-waters,  a River,  ii.  163. 

Dead,  fuppofed  in  a fuffering 
State  till  buried,  i.  113. 

Death,  extraordinary  Relation 
of  the  Submiffion  of  a No- 
guais  to,  ii.  193. 

Debility  of  Abdul-Hamid,  iii. 
187. 

Deception,  vifual,  iv.  53. 

Delta,  Remarks  on  its  Situa- 
tion, iv.  32. 

Dervifes,  their  extravagant  ce- 
remonies, i.  143. 

Defpoti,  that  title  afiumed  by 
tne  Greek  Biflîops,  i.  82. 

Devaftation  of  Moldavia  and 
Walachia,  ii.  147.  of  New 
Servia,  ii-  176. 

Dewlet-Gueray,thenewCham, 
ti.  229. 

Dganum  Cogda,’ Anecdote  of, 
35- 

Dgezar-Racha  mortified  by  B. 
de  Tctt,  iv.  95.  His  Cru- 
elty, ibid. 

Dialogues,  i.  46.  i.  56.  ii.  15.  ii. 
20.  ii.  196.  ii.  2CI.  ii.  215. 
iii.  85.  iii.  88* 

Dies,  new  ones  made  for  the 
Grand  Seignior’s  Coinage  by 
B.  de  Tott,  iii.  169.  PJea- 
fant  accufation  of  him  for  his 
treafonable  Method  of  har- 
dening them,  ibid. 

Diodorus  Siculus  quoted,  iv. 

^59- 

Diiciplinc,  a new  one  introdu- 


ced among  the  Turks,  by 
B.  de  Tott,  iii.  140. 

Dobrodffan,  a Turkifh  Pro- 
vince,  ii.  223. 

Dogs,  their  ftarved  ftate  at 
Conftantinople,  i.  208.  Be- 
havior «of  B.  de  Tott’s  on 
being  fent  for  by  the  Cham 
of  Tartary,  ii.  92. 

Draco,  his  Houfe  burnt  down 
by  a wicked  female  Slave, 
and  himfelf  hung,  i.  196. 

Dragoman,  B.  de  Tott  pays 
him  a Vifit,  i.  93.  Ac- 
count of  his  Family,  ibid. 
His  Accommodations  at  his 
Houfe,  i.  95.  A Sight  of 
his  Daughter  procured  for 
her  Suitor  by  B.  de  Tott,  i. 
103. 

Dromedaries,  Herds  of,  ii.  4I4 
Some  wliitc,  ibid. 

Drunkard,  a dangerous  Orator, 
ii.  146. 

Drunkennefs,  frequent  at  Con- 
llantinople,  i.  220. 

Drufes,  Account  of  them,  iv. 
103.  Religion  of,  iv.  iii. 

E. 

Egypt,  Government  of,  iv.  9. 
Revolutions,  prefage  of,  iv. 
14.  Pacha  of,  Imbecility,  iv. 
14.^  Rebellion  in,  iv,  17.  Si- 
tuation of,  iv.  21.  Moun- 
tains, iv.  22.  Inundation, 
iv.  23.  Laws  given  it  by 
Sultan  Selim,  iv.  25.  Canals 
of,  iv.  26,  paJJim»-\A\xà  of,  iv. 
30.  Chronology  of  its  Kings 
how  to  be  found,  iv.  49.  Mo- 
numents, iv.  44,  pajjm. 
Towns  and  Villages,  how 
numerous,  iv.  03.  Articles 
of  Commerce,  iv.  67.  Salu- 
brious Air,  iv.  69.  Plague  not 
native  there,  iv.  70.  Chear- 

fulnefs 
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fulncfs  of  its  Inhabitants,  iv, 
72.  Quarrels  and  Oppref- 
lions  of  its  Beys,  iv.  82. 

Egyptians,  dread  the  Mama- 
Jukes,  iv.  20.  Honors  they 
.pay  the  Nile,  and  love  of  its 
Waters,  iv,  24.  Mild,  gay, 
timid,  and  temperate,  iv.  73, 
Go  almoft  naked,  iv,  74. 
Addidled  to  Shew  and  Super- 
ftition,  iv,  74, 

Eledlricity,  aftoniflies  the  Tar- 
tar Court,  ii.  86,  B.  deTott 
fufpedled  of  Magic,  ibid. 

Elias,  Grotto  of,  iv,  98. 

Elizabeth,  Fort  Saint-,  ii.  170. 

ii.  179.  ii.  180. 

Embargo  laid  on  the  Fleet  to 

conceal  the  weaknefs  of  the 
Turks,  iii,  56, 

Embafly  of  B,  de  Tott  to  the 
Polift  Confederates,  ii.  137, 

Emin-Pacha,Grand  Vifir,once, 
alhopman,  ii.  150.  AnEne- 
my  to  Krim-Gueray,  ii.  207. 
Beheaded  formifmanagement 
»in  the  Army,  iii.  9, 

Emir,  Vaunts  and  PuniJhment 
of  an,  ii,  187. 

Entertainment,  Account  of 
what  pafied  at  one  given  by 
M.  de  Vergennes,  i.  10.  An- 
other intended  by  the  Comte 
de  Saint  Prieft,  prevented 
by  the  arrival  of  bad  News, 

iii.  23. 

Entry,  degrading  one  of  B.  de 
Tott,  ii.  149, 

Envoy,  Polifh,  ii.  136, 

ElTaniai,  vide  Pay, 

Eunuchs,  account  of  thofe  in 
Turkey,  i.  77. 

Executions,  Manner  of  the 
legal  ones  in  Turkey,  i 
217.  Confidercd  as  honora- 
ble to  the  Friends  of  the  Suf- 
ferer,* i.  2ig. 


F. 

Famagoofta,  iv,  136. 

Families,  principa.l,  in  Taftary, 
ii.  I17. 

Famine,  Riot  occajioned  by 
one  at  Conftantinople,  i,  35. 

Fanal,  what,  i.  8g. 

Fear,  extreme,  of  a Nafir,  iii. 
189. 

Fires,  their  frequency  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  i.  15.  Deferip- 
tion  of  a Dreadful  one. 
Laws  concerning  them,i  i, 
17.  20.  Watchman  appoint- 
ed to  give  notice  of  them,  i. 
21,  Method  employed  by 
Incendiaries  to  caufe  them, 

^33' 

Firefhip,  Infatuation  of  the 
Commander  of  one  at  the 
Dardanelles,  iii.  57. 

Fire-fhips,  two  burn  the  whole 
Turkifh  Fleet,  iii,  27, 

Fireworks,  Account  of  fome, 
i.  177,  and  ii.  85. 

Firing.,  quick,  iii.  142. 

Fleet,  wretched  condition  of 
the  Turkifh,  iii.  20. 

Flocks  frozen  to  death,  ii.  175. 

Forlorn-hope,  Turkifh  Troops 
how  named,  ii.  172. 

Foundery  for  Cannon,  new  one 
ellablifhed  in  Turkey,  by  B, 
de  Tott,  iii.  1 14. 

Frefh  Waters,  name  of  a Ri- 
ver, i.  5.  A pretended  Imi- 
tation of  Marli  made  there 
by  Sultan  Achinet,  ibid. 
Note. 

Friendfliip,  Ceremony  among 
the  Turks  to  fignify  it  fhall 
never  be  violated,  i.  214. 

< G. 

Gdbians,  a kind  of  feaGull,  i» 
51- 

Genoefe  began  to  work  the 
T 4 Gold 
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Gold  Mines  of  Tchadir- 
Dague,  ii.  104.  Expelled  the 
Crimea,  ii.  log.  Their  Ha- 
'.bitations,  how  contrived,  ib.'- 
Germans  refeued  from  Slavc- 
. ry  by  B.  de  Tott,  ii.  yi. 

Geodes,  iv.  99. 

Geography,  Ignorance  of  the 
'I'urks  concerning,  iii.  14. 

Georgian  Slaves,  account  of 

- the,  P.  D.  28. 

Geuzlevai,  ii.  iii. 

Girls  of  eighteen  naked,  iv.  74. 

Gold  Medals  found  in  Egypt, 
iv.  57. 

Gold  Mines  in  Tartary,  proba- 
ble Reafon  why  they  are  not 
worked,  ii.  104. 

Gout,  a Pacha’s  Method  of 
curing  it,  iv.  109. 

Government,  féodal,  of  the 
Tartars,  ii.  iiS.  ii.  121. 

Turkifh,  compared  to 

an  Army  encamped,  iii.  20. 

Governor  of  Y aflî,  how  treated 
by  Ali-Aga,  ii.  33. 

Grand  Seignior,  Sons  of  his 
Daughters  and  Sifters  fmo- 
thered  as  foon  as  born,  i.  67. 
Neceftity  of  his  public  Ap- 
pearance, i.  no. 

Gratitude,  ftriking  Inftance  of, 
in  a Shipwrecked  Turk,  iii. 
160. 

Gratuity,  ftrangely  demanded, 
iii.  165. 

Grecian  Church,  Account  of 
I'omc  of  its  Ceremonies,  i. 
80. 

Greeks,  treated  with  the  ut- 
moftContempt  by  the  Turks, 
i.  55.  Unjuft  Sentence  of 
i'ome  accufed  of  being  Ruffi- 
an Spies,  iii.  64. 

Grotto  of  St.  Margaret,  iv.  4. 

Guele-Pruth,  extreme  Danger 

to  which  B,  de  Tott’s  Atten- 


£ X., 

«’ 

dants  were  expofed  in  paft^ng 
' that  River,  ii.  138. 

Gueray,  Origin  of  that  Sur- 
name among  the  Tartars,  ii. 

' 232. 

Gunner,  Turkifh,  attempts  to 
fire  Bombs  without  Fuzecs, 

iii.  52.  Corps  of  Gunners 
inftituted  by  B.  de  Tott,  iii, 
132. 

Gynoecolifts,  what,  iV,  115. 

H. 

Haidout  Muftapha,  Glee  with 
which  he  relates  his  Crimes, 

i.  49. 

Hakem,  Apoftle  of  the  Drufes, 

iv.  112.  Prediélion  of,  ib.  , 
Hanum,  explanation  of,  i.  67. 
Hanum  Sultana,  Favorite  with 

Sultan  Ofman,  i.  63.  ' 
Haram,  ^oper  fignification  of 
the  word,  P.  D.  22. 

Harvefts,  three  a year,  in  the 
Ifiand  of  Delta,  iv.  32. 
Haflan,  his  Invention  to  pre- 
ventboarding a Ship,  iii.  22. 
Employs  five  hundred  Men 
in  vain  to  move  a Cannon,' 
iii.  70.  Forces,  by  a rafti  ex- 
pedition, the  Ruffians  to  a- 
bandon  the  Siege  of  Lem- 
nos, iii.  77. 

Hattu  Humayon,  what,  iii.  137. 
Head,  Human,  prefented  to  M. 

Couftillier,  ii.  178. 

Healths  drank  by  the  Greeks, 
and  how,  i.  99. 

Herbages,  what,  iv.  123. 

High  Treafurer,  fhameful  Le- 
vity of,  iii.  92.  Called  the 
IBazer,  iii.  114. 

Hillocks,  Conjectures  concern- 
ing Ibme  found  in  Tartary, 

ii.  56. 

Honeft  Men,  Scarcity  of  them 
in  Turkey,  iii.  99. 


Horfc- 
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Horfe-flefh,  Flitches  of,  ii. 
162. 

Horfes,  Method  of  catching 
among  the  Tartars,  ii.  61. 
Noguais  beg  a dying  one  of 
B.  de  Tott  as  a delicious 
Feaft,  ii.  163.  Prodigious 
number  of  them  in  the  Tar- 
tar Army,  ii.  167. 

- - . Circadian,  leannefs  of, 

ii.  152.  Thirty  thoufand  pe- 
. rifli  in  one  day,  ii.  176.  Har- 

dinefs,  ii.  167. 

Howitzes,  iii.  10.  42. 
Hypochondriac  Affedtions  of 
Krim  Gueray,  ii.  157.  207. 

* 

I. 

JafF,  IV.  92,  94. 

JanifTaries,  much  negledlcd  at 
prefent,  iii.  139.  Story  of 
a drunken  one  "and  Sultan 
Ofman,  i.  107.  Dextrous 
Feat  of  one,  ii.  39.  B.  de 
Tott  enrols  his  name  in 
their  Company,  ii.  70.  Their 
riotous  Difputes  with  the 
> Troops  on  board  the  Fleet 
about  a Boy  at  a Tavern, 

iii.  130.  Pleafantry  of  the 
Vifir  on  that  occafion,  - iii, 
1 3 1.  Some  Account  of  the 
Pay  received  by  that  Corps, 
iii.  133. 

— — a whole  Regiment 

of,  burnt,  i.  17.  Their  Uni- 
form, what,  i.  1 17. 

» Ice,  Tartarian  manner  of  crof- 
fing,  ii.  20b. 

Icicles  of  blood,  ii.  174. 

• Jew,  Obftinacy  of  a,  i.  152. 
Punifhed  for  Covetoufnefs, 
ii.  7. 

Jews  paid  for  being  beaten,  i, 
179. 

Inat-CoITacs,  who,  ii.  165. 


Indifference  of  Ifmael-Bey  to 
his  country’s  Misfortunes, 

iii.  167. 

Interludes,  Obfeenity  and  Li- 
centioufnefs  of  fome  per- 
formed in  Turkey,  ‘37- 

Intrepidity  of  an  Inat-Coll'ac, 

Joinville  (Sieur  de)  Remarks 
on  the  account  of  the  land- 
ing of  St.  Louis  at  Damiet- 
ta,  given  by,  iv.  89. 

Journeymen  Bakers,  have  their 
Ears  nailed  to  the  Shop,  are 
beaten  and  fometimes  hanged 
by  Proxy  for  their  Mafters, 
i.  205. 

Ifed  Achmet,  Pacha  of  Aleppo, 

iv.  125.  Politenefs  of,  iv. 
126. 

Ifed-Bey,  his  Charafler,  iii.  30. 
Superintendant  of  the  Coin, 
ibid.  Defj-raded  to  be  Sheir- 

•i3  ^ 

Emini,  promoted  to  be  Vinr, 
iii.  200.  B.  de  Tott  wait; 
on  him  in  his  new  Poft,  iii, 
201.  Made  Pacha  of  Cairo, 
and  gives  Audience  to  B.  d< 
Tott,  iv.  12. 

Ifmael  Aga,  Account  of  th( 
Revolution  he  effected,  iv 
86. 

Ifmael-Bey,  Charader  of,  iii 
30,  32,  & 167. 

Ifmahel,  where,  ii.  219. 

Judges  more  dangerous  that 
Thieves,  i.  201. 

Juflice,  how  adminiftered  ii 
Tartary,  ii.  127. 

K. 

Kadilefker,  the  word  explain 
ed,  i.  42.  note  (m).  Curiou 
'Dialogue  between  one  an 
the  Baron,  ii.  201. 

Kadilefker,  a lafcivious,  ii.  201 

Kalinicc 


INDEX,. 


Kalmîcd,  Archbifiiop  of  Ama- 
fia  promoted  to  the  Patriar- 
chate, i.  82.  His  Cowardice, 
i.  85. 

Kamchikfooy,  (the  River) 
where,  ii.  223. 

Kantooman,  where,  iv.  119. 

Kaoochan,  the  general  rendez- 
vous of  the  Tartar  Army,  ii. 
I2g. 

Kara  Agatcha,  where,  iii.  183. 

Katty  - Cherif,  what,  i.  83. 
iii.  4. 

Kettle  of  the  Janiflaries,  iii. 
Ï06. 

JSiacheit,  iv.  83. 

Kiathana,  a River,  iii.  104. 

» Etymology  of,  iii. 

104. 

Kiaya-Cadun,  that  Title  ex- 
plained, i.  72. 

Kilboornoo,  where,  ii.  63. 

Kirk-KililTia,  ii.  226. 

Kixlo,  the  Patriarch,  his  In- 
folence,  i.  81,  Depofed,  i. 
8^4. 

Kiûiela,  Winter-quarters,  ii. 

43- 

Kotchim,  Fortrefs  of,  ii.  8. 

a place  of  refuge  for 

the  Polifh  Chiefs,  ii.  137. 

K rim  Gueray,  Cham  ot  the 
Tartars*  Defeription  of  his 
Perfon,  ii.  130.  Remarkable 
Story  of  his  young  Son,  ii. 
131.  His  public  Entry  into 
Kaoochan,  ii.  132.  Re- 
marks on  the  Comedies  of 
Molière,  ii.  1 35.  Talents, 
Underifanding,  and  Philofo- 
pbical  Converfation,  ii.  157. 
Reviews  his  T roops,  accom- 
panied by  B.  de  Tott,  ii. 
164.  His  Pleafantry  on  that 
Occafion,  ii.  167.  His  hu- 
caanc  Anfwer  refpeding  a 


Polifh  Soldier,  ii.  i6g.  Re- 
grets he  is  not  Pope,  ii.  JyS* 
Remarks  on  the  Cruelty  of 
the  Turks,  ii.  177.  B.  de 
Tott  hears  in  his  Head  the 
Complaint  of  aNoguaiswho 
had  loft  one  Horfe  and  ftolen 
another,  ii.  182.  Punifhes 
the  cowardly  Boafting  of  a 
Turk,  ii.  i86.  Extraordi- 
nary Dialogue  concerning 
fome  male  Slaves,  ii.  196. 
His  Death  by  poifon  admi- 
niftered  by  a Phyfician,  ii. 
207. 

L. 

Labourers  carried  off  by  the 
Plague,  iii.  59. 

Lake  Mareotis,  iv.  33. 

Landed  Property  unknown  to 
the  Noguais,  ii.  122. 

Language,  L'urkifh,  Caufes  of 
its  Difficulty,  i.  8. 

Las,  where,  iii.  I2, 

Lattaka,  Account  of  the  Har- 
bor, iv.  108. 

Law,  forbids  to  extinguifh 
Fires  till  the  arrival  of  the 
proper  Officer,  i,  19. 

Lawfuits,  none  without  falfc 
Witnefl'es  in  Turkey,  i.  192. 

Lebanon,  Remarks  on  the 
Mountain  of,  iv.  116. 

Legal  Proceedings,  fome  Ac- 
count of,  among  the  Turks, 
i.  192.  Anecdotes  of  fome 
extraordinary  Cafes,  i.  194, 
196,  199,  202, 

Lemnos  bcfieged  by  the  Ruf- 
fians, iii.  72, 

Lefguis,  who,  ii.  156. 

Leventis,  what,  iii.  162, 

Light-houfes,  the  Light  hid  to 
procure  Shipwrecks,  i.  34. 

Locufts,  their  Multitudes  in 
Tartary,  ii,  58. 

. M.. 
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M. 

Maadia,  barrcnnefs  of,  iv.  lo. 

Macedonians,  their  Charadler, 
P.  D.  12.  Refolute  Beha- 
viour of  one  and  his  Com- 
rades, iii.  157. 

Machine  for  mafting  Ships  con- 
ftrudted  by  B.  de  Tott,  iii. 
179. 

Maclcfood  Gueray,  Cham  of 
the  Tartars,  B.  de  Tott’s 
firft  Audience  of,  ii.  79.  Is 
depofed,  ii.  129.  vide  Cham. 

Mahamout,  Sultan,  forced  to 
put  to  death  his  three  Fa- 
vorites, P.  D.  16. 

Maiden’s  Tower,  i.  166. 

Malefactors  uncommon  in  Tar- 
tary, ii.  97. 

Maltefe  Captain,  Stupidity  of 
one  in  Slavery,  iii.  34. 

Mamalukes,  Account  of,  iv. 


79* 

Manoly  Serdar,  Account  of 
him,  i.  90.  Some  remark- 
able Cufloms  of  that  Greek, 
i.  92.  His  Proteftations  of 
Fidelity  and  immediate  Apof- 
tacy,  i.  106.  Afterwards  made 
Prince  of  Walachia,  i.  107. 

Manufia,  Province  of,  a Garden, 
iv.  28. 

Manufcript,  Hiftorical,  B.  de 
Tott  offers  in  vain  five  thou- 
fand  Crowns  for  a curious 
one  in  Tartary,  ii.  128. 

Marine  Improvements  fug- 
gefted  by  B.  de  Tott,  rejeà- 
ed  by  the  Turks,  and  why,, 
iii.  178. 

Marriage,  two  kinds  of  among 
the  Turks,  P.  D.  23. 

Ivlartavan,  Angularity  of  the 
Cuftoms  of  that  Village,  iv. 
127. 

Mathematics,  grofs  Ignorance 
of  the  T urks  in  thofe  Scien- 


ces,  iii.  172.  New  School 
for  them  founded  by  Sultan 
Muffapha,  iii.  176. 
Mecktoobtchy,  what,  i.  29. 
Medals,  precious  Collection  ofj 
at  Tunis,  iv.  156. 

Mekter,  how  treated  for  his  In- 
folence  to  B.  de  Tott,  iii. 
192. 

Mellek  Pacha,  the  difagreeable 
Favor  with  which  he  was  ho- 
nored, i.  180.  Character  of, 

iii.  31. 

Melon-feed  ufed  as  Manure,  ii. 
J06. 

Miniftry,  Characters  of  the 
Turkifh  at  the  Commence- 
ment of  the  Ruffian  War,  iii. 
^ 29. 

Miftake  of  a T urk  at  feeing  an 
Ambafl'ador  dance,  i.  1 1. 
Moeris,  Remarks  on  that  Lake, 

iv.  62. 

Moldavia,  beautiful  Appear- 
ance of,  ii.  27.  Prefent 
wretchednefs,  ii.  28. 
Moldavians,  their  Cunning 
and  Obftinacy,  Dialogue  of 
B.  de  Tott  with' one,  ii. 
20. 

Moldovandgi-Pacha  eats  bread 
and  fait  with  B.  de  Tott,  i. 
214.  Made  Vifir,  iii.  9.  Or- 
dered to  obey  B.  de  Tott,  iii. 
36.  Recommends  a Muezzin 
to  be  Engineer,  iii.  52. 
Mollach  of  Mecca,  Explanation 
of  that  Title,  i.  42. 
Monaftery,  1200  People  burnt 
in  a,  ii.  176. 

Montague  (Lady),  Remarks  on 
the  Letters  of,  P.  D.  15,  17, 

3D  34- 

Morea,  Difputes  between  the 
Pacha  of  that  Province  and 
the  Albanians,  iv.  151,. 
Mofquc,  a ngvv  one  built  by 

every 
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every  Emperor»  i.  150.  Ac- 
count of  that  builtby  Sultan 
Muftapha,  ibid.  Remarka- 
ble Anecdote  of  the  Solima- 
ny,  i.  152. 

Mofque  of  Sandla  Sophia,  Ob- 
fervations  on  its  Architec- 
ture, i.  227. 

Mountains,  interefting  Obfer- 
vations  on  thofe  in  Tartary, 
99*. 

Mountains,  courfeof,  ii.  99. 

Mourning  not  in  ufe  among  the 
Turks,  i.  112. 

Muezzins,  their  Office,  i.  232. 

Murad  Bey,  InfurrecSlion  railed 
againll,  iv.  86. 

Murad  Mollach,  B.  de  Tott 
intimate  with  him,  i.  15. 
His  Power  and  large  Proper- 
ty, i.  42.  His  leccption  of 
the  Boftandiji-Bachi  when 
drunk,  i.  43.  B.  de  Tott  en- 
ters the  Apartment  of  his 
Women,  i.  45.  Does  not 
know  his  own  Child,  i.  46. 
Dia1oo;ue  between  him  andB. 
de  Tott,  ibid.  Defeription 
of  an  Entertainment  given 
byhim,  i.  135. 

Murder  expiated  by  Fine,  i. 
199,  217,  & ii.  97. 

Mhrders  committed  by  the 
Turks  in  Inebriety,  i.  14. 

Mufic,  Account  of  the  Turk- 
ifh,  i.  139.  Krim  Gueray 
wilhes  to  die  gaily  to  the 
found  cf  Adufic,  ii.  210. 

Muftapha,  Sultan,  His  Accef- 
fion,  i.  112.  Preferved  from 
Poifon,  i.  1 14.  Defeription 
of  his  Perfon,  i.  115.  In- 
human enforcement  of  the 
Sumptuary  Laws  concerning 
Drefs,  i.  125.  Debafes  the 
Coin,  i.  131.  His  Covetouf- 
nefs,  i.  182.  and  Wealth,  ib. 


Adlivity  of,  iii.  1 1 . Treafury. 
of,  nearly  exhaufted,  iii.  136. 
Eftabliflies  the  Suratchis,  iii. 
137.  Tnfifts  on  B.  de  Tott’s 
infpeefting  the  newly  credted 
Caftles,  iii.  144.  Anger  at  his 
Minifter’s  negligence,  iii,' 
149.  His  Death,  iii.  182. 

Mutualis,  Account  of  that  Peo- 
ple, iv.  103. 

N. 

Namas  G lacks,  what,  i.  154. 

Namakrem  (the  Law),  what, 
P.  D.  24. 

Naples  of  Romania,  where,  iv. 
^51-  . . . . 

Necropolis,  Account  of  it,  iv. 
42.  The  Dead  ranged  along 
its  Streets,  iv.  43. 

Newfmonger,  Turkifh,  ii.  235* 

Nile,  Remarks  on  the  Sources 
of,  iv.  21.  Its  Inundations, 
iv.  22. 

Nilometer,  Defeription  of,  iv. 
24- 

Noguai,  fortitude  and  refignati- 
on  of  a,  ii.  193. 

Noguais,  love  of  their  barren 
Plains,  ii.  47.  Method 'of 
feeking  for  their  Cattle,  ii. 
48.  Their  modeft  Curio- 
ftty,  ii.  54.  Abftemious, 
yet  carnivorous,  ii.  66.  In- 
duftry  and  Covetoufnefs,  ii. 
67.  B.  de  Tott’s  Supper 
among  them,  ii.  51.  Their 
aftonifhing  Voracity,  ii.  66. 

Nooradin,  what,  ii.  125. 

o 

Obas,  or  Tartar  Tents,  de- 
feribed,  ii.  50. 

Obfeenity  of  Turkifh  Shews 
and  Entertainments,  i.  137, 
171. 

Ocmcidan, 
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Ocmeidan,  the  Plain  of  Arrows,  Parting  between  B.  de  Tott  and 
iii.  120.  his  Turkifli  Pupils,  iii.  204. 


Oczacow,  ii.  63. 

Officer  of  the  Spahis,  ftrange 
Behaviour  of  one,  ii.  190. 

Old  Woman,  Infurredfion  raif- 
ed  by  one  at  Conftantinople, 
i.  36. 

Olmar,  firft  military  Supper 
there,  ii.  161. 

Oloo-Kana,  what,  ii.  126. 

Olympus,  Mount,  its  effedt  on 
the  Air  of  Conftantinople, 
i.  61.  Different  Mountains 
of  that  Name,  iv.  3. 

Opium,  Account  of  the  Mar- 
ket for,  i.  141.  Ridiculous 
Contortions  of  the  Turks 
addidled  to  it,  ibid.  Taken 
by  the  Turks  in  extravagant 
Dofes,  ii.  227. 

Or-Bey,  what,  ii.  125. 

Orcapi,  its  Fortifications,  ii. 
72.  And  Saltworks,  ii.  74. 

Orman  Kaibab,  a favourite 
7'urkifti  difh,  ii.  70. 

Ortas  of  the  Janiflaries,  Ac- 
count of,  i.  108. 

Ofman,  Sultan,  his  Charadler, 
i.  26.  His  Adventure  with  a 
Janiffary,  i.  108.  Manner  of 
going  difguifed  about  the  Ci- 
ty, i.  23.  Obliged  to  ftiew 
himfelf  in  public,  and  dies, 
i.  no. 

Ottoman  Line,  Danger  of  its 
extindfion,  i.  65.  The  pro- 
bable Confequences,  i.  66. 

P. 

Palace  of  the  Cham  in  the  Chi- 
nefe  ftyle,  ii.  98. 

Parricide,  Manner  in  which  one 
efcaped  Puniftiment  who  had 
murdered  his  Father,  i.  199. 

Parroquet,  Adventure  of,  iii. 
18. 


Paffevans,  Watchmen  to  give 
notice  of  Fires,  i.  21. 

Paftoral  Exhortation  ftrangely 
concluded,  i.  88. 

Patriotifm  of  a Turk,  iii.  61. 

Patroles,  Turkifti,  their  man- 
ner of  tripping  up  Offenders 
by  throwing  their  Bludgeons 
after  them,  i.  216.  Note 
{b). 

Pay,  infolent  ftipulations  con- 
cerning, iii.  12.  Shameful 
abufe  of,  iii.  133. 

Peace  concluded,  iii.  202. 

Peafants  under  the  wheels  of 

‘ B.. de  Tott’s  Carriage,  ii.  14. 

Pelades,  what,  ii.  67. 

Peliffe  given  B.  de  Tott,  by 
Krim  Gueray,  ii.  152.  Ano- 
ther by  Sultan  Muftapha,  iii'. 
127.  A third  by  Sultan  Ab- 
dul-Hamid,  iii.  203.  Offered 
by  Dgezar-Pacha,  iv.  loi. 

Pharos,  Jfle  of,  how  formed,  iv. 

36. 

Philofophical  Conjedfure,  re- 
markable one  of  a Tartar, 
ii.  103. 

Phyfician  poifons  Krim-Gue- 
ray,  ii.  208. 

Pic,  a Turkifli  Meafure,  it? 
length,  iii.  152.  Its  great  Au- 
thority and  Privileges,  iii 
.153- 

Pigsj  Briftles,  ranatic  Preju- 
dices of  the  Turks  againf 
their  ufe,  iii.  84.  Dialogue 
of  B.  de  Tott  with  the  Higl 
Treafurer  and  a Painter  01 
the  Subjedf,  iii.  86. 

Plague  fucceeds  a Famine  a 
Conftantinople,  i.  37.  Caufc 
of  its  continuance  at  Conftan 
tinople,  ibid.  Not  brough 
from  Egypt,  ibid.  ■ ■\Vh2 

numbt 
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number  of  the  Dead  occa- 
ilons  putting  up  publick 
Prayers,  i.  38.  Villages  to 
which  Europeans  retire  from 
its  Fury,  i.  40. 

Plain  of  Mummies,  Conjcfture- 
cerning,  iv.  56. 

Plains,  extraordinary  Flatnefs 
and  Extent  of,  in  Tartary, 
ii.  46,  56.  ' 

Poland,  refpe^l  paid  its  Inha- 
bitants by  Krim  Gueray,  ii. 
189. 

Pompey's  Pillar,  Defcription 
of.  Conjectures  concerning, 

37- 

Pontoons,  Bridge  of,  iii.  107. 

Pontoons  conllruCted  by  B.  de 
Tott,  iii.  98.  The  Grand 
Seignior  vifits  them,  iii.  108. 

Portions,  Tartarian  and  Turk- 
ifh,  ii.  213. 

Potters,  Manner  of  their  Na- 
vigation down  the  Nile,  iv. 


Promotion,  à ftrarrgc  Method 
of,  in  Turkey,  iii.  200. 

Providence,  its  interference  ab* 
furdly  and  unjulHy  fuppofed 
by  a Cadi  in  the  murder  of, a 
Chriftian,  i.  202. 

Provifions,  the  Price,  how  re- 

, gulated  at  Conltantinople,  i. 
2C3. 

Prutii,  dangerous  method  of 
conveying  B.  de  Tott  over 
that  River,  ii.  12. 

Punctuality,  felfifh,  of  the 
Turkifli  Minifters,  iii.  98. 

Punctures  and  Figures,  how 
made  on  the  Arms  and  Legs, 
I.  157. 

Punning  in  great  requeft  among 
the  Turks,  i.  9,  147. 

Pupils,  Greybearded,  iii. 

Purfe,  value  of  the  Turkifh,  i. 
139- 

Pyramid  of  Human  Heads, 
ereCted  by  Mehemet  Bey,  iv. 


72. 

Prefent,  B.  de  Tott  alarmed  at 
a ftrange  one  from  an  old 
Tartarian  Princefs,  ii.  93. 
Troublefome  Infolcnce  of 
the  Turkifh  Domcftics  to 
obtain  them,  iii.  165. 

Prefents,  childifli,  for  the  Tem- 
ple at  Mecca,  iii.  199. 

Primate,  Moldavian,  pretends 
to  underftand  neither  Greek 
nor  Turkifh,  ii.  20.  Recovers 
the  Ufe  of  his  Tongue  when 
beaten,  ii.  25. 

Prince,  romantic  Hiftory  of  a 
Zinguifian',  ii.  232. 

Princes  of  Moldavia  and  Wal- 
lachia  depofed  at  the  Grand 
Seignior’s  pleafure,  ii.  28. 

printing,  that  'Art  introduced 
among  the  Tl'urks  without 
Succefs,  i,  147,  Why  ne- 
.^leC^ed,  ibid. 


94- 

Pyramids,  Obfervations  on 
them,  iv.  44% 


108. 

Quarrels  of  the  Chriftians  in 
Egypt,  iv.  93. 

R. 

Racub  Pacha  advanced  to  the 
Office  of  Vifir,  i.  29.  cun- 
ning'and  cruel  CharaCler.  ib. 
unconcerned  manner  of  or- 
dering nine  Heads  to  be  cut 
oft*,  i.  31.  Pretended  Pro- 
jeCl  of  cutting  a Canal  thro* 
Afia  Minor,  i.  128.  Builds 
a Public  Library,  i.  146. 
Pleafant  Examination  of  a 
German  Refugee,  i.  148. 
Torments  infliCted  on  the 

Perfoijs 
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Perfoits  Cfttrufled  with  his 
Affairs  after  his  Death,  i. 

I £6. 

Raft,  of  Ali-Aga,  li.  12.  of  E- 
gyptian  Pottery,  iv.  72. 

Ramazan,  Account  of  that 
Faff,  i.  221.  Eagernefs  of 
the  Turks  for  its  conclufion, 
i.  222. 

Rames,  where,  iv.  92. 

Rammers,  ridiculous  Incident 
of  the,  iii.  85. 

Red-hot  Balls,  iii.  43. 

Rejoicings  at  Conftantinople 

. for  the  Birth  of  a Princefs,  i. 
167. 

Religion  of  Women,  ii.  200. 

Remarks,  philofophic,  011  the 
Crimea,  ii.  105. 

Revenues  of  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior, iii.  135. 

Revenues  of  the  Cham,  ii.  127. 

Rewards  diftributed  among  the 
Scholars  of  the  Mathemati- 
cal School,  iii.  180. 

Rhia,  where,  iv.  118. 

Rhodes,  how  governed,  iv.  141. 

Robber,.  T urkifli  Governor’s 
fon  a,  ii.  221, 

Robbers,  their  great  Privileges 
in  Turkey,  i.  50.  Tobepu- 
nifhed  muff  be  taken  in  the 
fa£t,  i.  200. 

Romelia,  ii.  228. 

Roffetta,  iv..io. 

Ruffin,  M.  Secretary-Interpre- 
ter to  B.  de  Tott,  ii.  77. 

Ruffian  Minifter  fent  to  the  Se- 
ven Towers,  ii.  129. 

S. 

Sabre,  Ceremony  of  the,  i.  1 16. 

Sacrifice,  barbarous  one,  when 
the  Nile  was  at  its  height, 
iv.  27. 

Saide,  the  Ancient  Sidon,  Ac- 
count of,  iv.  102. 


Saide,  a place  of  refuge,  iv.  84. 

Saint,  Enthufiafln  of  an  Egyp- 
tian, iv.  77. 

Saint  Lewis’,  Remarks  on  Join- 
ville’s  Account  of  his  land- 
ing at  Damietta,  iv.  89. 

Salonica,  iv.  146.  Military  def- 
potifmof,  iv.  147. 

Sandjak  chief,  what,  iii.  3. 

Savran,  ii.  195. 

Sayd  Achmet  and  Bedouit, 
prodigious  Concourfe  of 
Pilgrims  to  his  Tomb,  iv« 
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Sedition  of  the  Beys,  iv.  14, 

Selicia,  what,  i.  73. 

Selidfar-Pacha, beheaded  by  or- 
der of  Sultan  Ofman,  i.  26. 

Selim  Gueray,  Magnanimity 
of,  ii.  231. 

Sequin,  value  of,  iii.  Iio. 

Sequins,  new,  infifted  on  by 
the  Grand  Seignior  for  the 
appointment  of  Kallinico,  i, 
83. 

Seraglio,  an  Account  of  the 
Grand  Seignior’s,  i.  70. 

Seralker,  Signification  of  the 
word,  ii.  43. 

Seray,  where,  ii.  228. 

Serdenguetchety,  what,  ii.  172. 

Shagreen,  Manufa61ories  of  it 
at  Ifmahel,  ii.  220. 

Shalloon,  Englifli,  how  em- 
ployed, iii,  97. 

Sharkia,  Province  of,  where,  iv. 
^7* 

Shawls,  Î,  HI.  ii.  175. 

Sheir-Emini,  what,  iii.  I22. 

Shek,  B.  de  Tott’s  Retort  on 
one  who  wifhed  him  to  turn, 
Turk,  iii.  175. 

Shck-Amman,when  important, 
iv.  85. 

Shek-Elbelct,  anxious  to  be  vi- 
fited,  iv,  12. 

Sherbet 
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Sherbet  and  Mufle  for  Vifîts  of 
Ceremony,  ü.  35-  all  drank 
by  B.  de  Tott’s  Lackey,  ii. 

3^- 

Ships,  Turkifh,  ill  conftrucl- 
cd,  iii.  21.  One  overfet,  iii. 
160. 

Sibiloff,  ii.  18S. 

Simois,  the  celebrated  River,  a 
mean  brook,  iii.  65. 
Siropolo,  poifons  KrimGueray, 
ii.  208. 

Smyrna,  its  Inhabitants  and 
Commerce,  iv.  144. 

Society  of  the  Cham  Mackfood- 
Gueray,  ii.  84. 

Solacks,  left-handed  Archers, 

i.  122. 

Spahis,  their  ftrange  Amours, 

ii.  148.  Ravages  and  want 
of  Difeipline,  ii.  15g.  Dif- 
trefs  of,  ii.  164.  Perifh  be- 
neath the  Ice,  ii.  172.  and 
with  Cold,  ii.  174.  Cowardice 
of,  ii.  172,  185.  Cruelty  of, 

ii.  188.  Behaviour  of  their 
Colonel,  ii.  19O. 

Sphinx,  Egyptian  deferibed,  iv. 
52. 

Standard  of  Mahomet  not  to 
he  looked  on  by  Infidels, 

iii.  3.  Cruelties  exercifed  on 
the  Chriftians  when  it  was 
brought  out  of  the  Selaglio, 
ibid. 

Stork,  B.  de  Tott  preceded  by 
one  on  his  Entrance  into 
Tartary,  ii.  42. 

Succeflion,  Order  of,  among 
the  Tartars,  ii.  1 19. 
Succeflion,  Order  of  the  Otto- 
man, i.  65. 

Snlima,  what,  i.  158. 

Sultan,  Explanation  of  that 
‘ Title,  i.  64. 

Sultana,  Explanation  of  that 
Title,  i.  68.  Error  of  the  Eu- 


ropeans concerning  It  cor- 
rected, i.  63. 

Supper,  Ali-Aga’s  method  of 
procuring  a good,  ii.  25. 

Suppers  of  Mackfood-Gucray, 

ii.  85. 

Sur,  the  ancient  T yre,  its  Com- 
merce, iv.  104. 

Suratchis,  the  name  given  to 
the  new  Corps  of  Gunners, 

iii.  136. 

Surma,  Defeription  of  it,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  is 
ufed,  i.  155. 

Swinging,  a Diverfion  for  long- 
bearded  Gentle.men,  i.  100. 

T. 

Tacta  Tepen,  order  of  Tur- 
kifli  Monks,  i.  144. 

Tartar,  uncommonly  fagacious 
Reply  of  one,  ii.  1O3. 

Tartarian  Architecture,  Obfer- 
vations  on,  ii.  81. 

Tartars,  confine  their  care  to 
merely  providing  necelTaries, 
ii.  44.  The  luxury  of  glafs 
windows  only  found  among 
them  in  the  Prince’s  apart- 
ments, ibid.  Their  piercing 
fight,  ii.  47.  Their  avarice 
and  concealment  of  their 
Treafures,  ii.  67.  B.  de  Tott 
exhibits  Fireworks  among 
them,  ii.  85.  and  Ele<5trical 
Experiments,  ii.  86.  B.  de 
Tott  procures  the  pardon  of 
one,  ii.  134.  Obfervations on 
their  Hiftory,  ii.  1 1 4.  R anks 
of  Nobility  among  them. 
Government,  &c.  ii.  117. 
'i'heir  Education,  ii.  128. 
Activity  in  preferving  and 
watching  their  booty,  ii.  181. 
Number  of,  ii.  113.  Forces, 
ii.  1 14.  Hiftory  of  uncer- 
tain, ii.  1 14.  Abftinence  of, 

ii. 
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îî.  49j  and  ii.  i66.  Avidity, 

ii.  189.  Furniture,  ii.  217. 
Hofpitality,  ii.  212. 

Tartary,  V iolence  of  the  Cold 
there,  ii.  174,  176. 

Tartary,  LittJe,  Boundaries  and 
Extent  of,  ii.  112. 

Taverns,  numerous  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  i.  220.  Pretend- 
ed only  to  be  fiiut  during  their 
folemn  FelHvals,  ibid. 

Taxes  always  collected  by  Pa- 
chas and  Governors,  i.  190. 
Oppreffive  and  deftru6live, 
ibid. 

Tchadir-Dague,  a Mountain, 
ii.  99.  ' 

Tchefmai,  Account  of  the  Bat- 
tle near,  and  Deftruction  of 
the  Turkifh  Fleet  in  that 
Port,  iii.  25. 

Tchiragan,  Tulips,  Feaft  of, 
an  Account  of-it,  i.  78. 

Tchoban  the  Shepherd  faves  a 
young  Prince  from  the  gene- 
ral Mafi’acre,  ii.  232.  Re- 
ftorcs  him  to  the  Throne,  ii. 
233.  Re^’ufes  all  Reward, 
ibid. 

Tchookoor,  where,  iv.  117. 

Tents  of  the  Tartars,  Defcrip- 
tion  of  them,  ii.  1 53. 

Theatrical  Entertainments  a- 
mong  the  Turks,  i.  137. 

Theriaka,  who,  ii.  228. 

Thieves  at  Fires  thrown  into 

• the  Flames,  i.  20. 

Timariots,  what,  ii.  159. 

T ott,  Baron  de,  becomes  his 
own  Carpenter,  Turner,  and 
Whitefmith,  ii.  82.  Taylor 
and  Sadler,  ii.  89. 

.Tower  of  Ovid,  i.  166. 

Treafurer,  his  difpute  with  B. 
de  Tote  about  Fig’s  Briftles, 
VcL.  II. 


iii.  85.  Fires  a cannon  at  a 
mark,  iii.  94. 

Treafury,  its  arbitrary  oppref- 
fion  of  the  Tradefmen  who 
ferve  the  Turkifh  Govern- 
ment, iii.  102. 

Trees,  Love  of  the,Turks  for, 
i.  62. 

— — rooted  up  to  prevent  Am- 
bufeades  by  the  Noguais,  ii. 

■ 66. 

Tribunals,  Obfervations  on  the 
AdminilVration  of  Juftice  in 
thofe  of  Turkey,  i.  188. 

Trinity,  oddly  typified,  i.  87. 

Tripoly  of  Syria,  Account  of, 

iv.  106. 

Tulips,  Feaft  of,  an  Account 
of  it,  i.  78. 

Tultcha,  Fortrefs  of,  ii.  220. 

Tumultuous  behaviour  in  the 
Greek  Church  ; the  people 
ftrangely  reproved  by  their 
Patriarch,  i.  88. 

Tunis,  Defeription  of  that  Ci- 
ty and  its  Government,  iv. 
154.  B.  de  Tott  receives  an 
audience  of  the  Bey,  iv.  1^7. 
Obfervations  on  Slavery 
there,  iv.  158. 

Tunifians,  Remarks  on  their 
charaéler  and  manners,  iv. 
159. 

Turbans  of  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior, refpeét  paid  to  them, 
i.  120. 

Turcomen,  Account  of  them, 
iv.  129.  B.  de  Tott’s  com- 
pany vifited  by  their  Mufici- 
ans,  iv.  132. 

Turk,  a rafcally  one,  ii.  ir. 

Turks  plead  their  own  Cauîcs, 
i.  195.  Foolifh  boall:  of  fo.mc, 
iii.  79.  Their  fondnefs  or 
Liqueurs^  drink  La  vende  t. 

U Water, 
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Water,  î.  *,  lO.  Their  ex- 
treme hafte  to  bury  their 
dead,  i.  113.  Their  childifh 
Manners,  i.  171.  and  Note 
(x).  Strange  Buffooneries 
allowed  among  them  during 
their  public  Rejoicings,  i. 
175,  179.  Difinterefted  and 
uncommon  behaviour  of  one, 
iii.  60. 

Turtle  Doves,  difcount  to  fuf- 
fcr  them  to  eat  corn  unmo- 
leftcd,  i.  208. 

Tygers  among  the  Mountains 
ofBaylan,  iv,  134. 

U. 

Vegetables,  fcarcity  of,  in  Tar- 
tary, ii.  79. 

Venetian  Captain,  Superffition 
of  one  in  a fform,  iv.  143. 
Venetians,  degrading  Pradice 
of,  iii.  198. 

Village,  Hofpitality  experien- 
ced by  B.  de  Tott,  at  one  in 
Beflarabia,  ii.  212.  His  Di- 
alogue with  the  old  . Man 
who  entertained  him,  ii. 
215. 

Villages  of  the  No^-uais,  ex- 

O O' 

tremc  length  of,  ii.  113. 
Villagès  and  Towns,  multipli- 
city of,  in  Egypt,  iv.  63. 
Vines,  ill  cultivated  in  Tartary, 

ii.  107. 

Vifir,  Difcourfe  of  B.  de  Tott 
with  one  on  the  Extortions 
of  perfons  in  Office  in  'Tur- 
key, iii.  ICO.  His  requcft  not 
complied  with  by  Baron  de 
Tott’s  new  raifed  Gunners, 

iii.  143.  Qijeff  ions  B.  de  Tott 
■'  concerning  the  numbef  of 

the  Ottoman  Army,  iii. 
.181. 


Ulemats,  ff range  Privilege 
tl]at  Body,  i.  28I 

Uniform  of  the  Suratchis,  iii* 

137- 

Volunteers,  Infolence  of  thofe 
at  Conftantinople,  iii.  12. 
Attack  the  French  Ambafla- 
dor’s  Palace,  iii.  16.  Ridi- 
culous Adventure  of  fome  of 
them,  occafioned  by  a Parro- 
quet,  iii.  18. 

W. 

Wall,  Men  immured  alive  in, 
with  their  heads  left  out,  by 
Dgezar-Pacha,  that  he  might 
enjoy  their  torments,  iv, 

97- 

W ar,  T urkifli  mode  of  declar- 
ing it,  iii,  I. 

Watches  and  Clocks  in  great 
requeft  at  the  end  of  the  Ra-, 
mazan,  i.  222. 

Weights  and  Scales  how  regu- 
lated in  Conftantinople,  i. 
204. 

Wife  of  Mellek-Pacha,  beauti- 
ful, beloved,  and  facrificed  to 
a Sultana,  i.  i8l. 

Wives,  Obfervations  on  the 
Plurality  of,  P.  D.  25,  32. 

Women,  Education  of  the 
Turkilh,  P.  D.  27.  B.  de 
Tott  enters  by  furprize  the 
apartment  of  thofe  of  Murad 
Mollach,  i.  45.  Sum  allow- 
ed for  the  drefs  of  thofe  of 
the  Grand  Seignior,  i.  131. 
Dreadful  Confequences  of 
their  violent  paffions,  i.  162. 
Their  dead  bodies  found,  it 
163.  _ 

Wool,  ii.  67. 

Wortley  Montague,  Obferva- 
tions and  Doubts  on  fome 

afl'ertions 
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aflertions  of  that  Lady,  î, 

lôi. 

Y. 

Yacoub-Aga,  Anecdote  of,  ii. 

' 94- .. 

Yalîi,  ii.  29.  Boggy  foil,  ii.  31. 

Yatagan,  what,  i.  108. 

Yedefan,Noguaisdefart,  ii.184. 

Youth,  of  eighteen,  naked,  and 
cloathed  by  a Tartar  woman, 
ii.  60. 


YlTakchai,  ii,  225. 

Yffar,  Janiflaries  ftrangled  at 
the  Fortrefs  of,  iii.  12. 

Z. 

Zaporovian  Plains,  ii.  168.  Cof- 
facs,  ii.  170. 

Zingis  Chan,  ii.  116. 

Zinguifian  Princes,  Privileges 
of,  ii.  230. 

Zinguifian  Prince,  Story  of,  ii, 
232. 
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